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grace-of Lancafter, is promifed, and expeéts mighty thingss and you may 
eafily imagine the world is come toa fine pafs, and that the kingdom is like to 
be very happy, when the fkreen, and the gentleman * with the bloody nofe, act 


in perfeét concert together. 


SAINT JOHN BRODRICK TO LORD MIDDLETON. 


Parliament will foon rife.—Uncertain rumours concerning its Juppofed prolon~ 
gation beyond the term of feven years.—Sunderland faid to be againft it. 
—Wailpole for it.—Gains his eleétion at Beralfton by the affiflance of Wal~ 
pole, againft iord Carteret.—Motion to remit two millions to the South Sca 
‘company loft. 

MY LORD, London, June Jo, 1721, 
Have not had the favour of a line from you fince I left Ireland, but hear 
from my uncle, that both lady Middleton and your lordflip are very well. 

I am not out of hopes of being in Ireland, even before the end of this term; 

the parliament will hardly fit beyond that time, the miniftry feeming as defirous 

of their rifing as the country gentlemen. The bill of credit, and that for 
relief of the South Sea {ufferers are both in fuch a forwardnefs, that I believe 
they will be fent to the lords by this day fennight at furthefl, where they will 
probably mect with a good deal of difpach, as you may be fure, that the malt 
bill will, which has been now twice read. If there ever were a defign to 
attempt continuing the parliament towards the end of the feffion, ’ts laid afide, 
at leaft for the prefent; the great ones being too much divided to enter upon 
an affair, where I believe their united ftrength will not be fufficient. Lord 

S.* is faid to be againft the experiment, W.t and his friends for it, belicving 

he will hardly be able to influence and conduét another as he bas this parlia~ 

ment. ‘Tis certain they are at prefent in great ftreights; there iy hardly a 

probability of getting fuch another fet of hone/! men together, as they have at 

prefent, and ’tis not certain, but even thefe may ride reftif in cafe their 

Jeafe be renew’d, tho’ this is what is Icaft apprehended, their being a certain 

and tried way of quieting {uch unruly fpirits, 

Thefe divifions in the great ones, made my affair very eafy. Lord Car—t 
was pleafed to embark and follicite perfonally againft me, which made Mr. W. 
who at firft was zealoufly againf{ me, quit his countreyman, fir John Hobart, 
and engage all his friends for me, fo that I really believe, had they.been fo 
hardy as to fland a divifion, their numbers would not have exceeded forty, 
Ff tho’ 
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tho’ both lords 'S d and C n,* faid publickly at their levées, the morn. 
ing before my election came on, that I fhould loofe it by more than two 
to one. 

‘lhere was a pretty extraordinary attempt made yefterday in the houfe. 
You remember that fome time ago, there was a very warm debate, and a clofe 
divifion in a committee of the whole houfe, about remitting the remaining 
two of feven millions to the South Sea company, which was carried in the ne~ 
gative, by a fmall majority. This refolution, tho’ agreed to above a month 
ayo, was not reported ull yefteraay, and moft people thought wou'd have 
been unanimoufly agreed to; but as foon as the report was made, fir Ch. 
Wager, in avery fhort unintelligible {peech, mov’d to difagree with the com- 
mittee, and was feconded by Hor. Walpole. Mr. Freeman of Hertfordhhire, 
got up and {poke to order, faid, as this was a moft unreafonable, fo ’twas a 
very irregular motion, that there could be nothing more fo, then giving money 
in the chair, which this in effe&t was; for if the two millions, which were now 








the money of the publick, were remitted, the houfe muit think of another 


fund to make them good, or at leaft continuc the dutys on candles, foap, &c. 
which this money was to pay off. The queftion was then put, for agreeing, 
&c,. and carried only by a majority of 11, 166 againft 155; when very few 
thought there were fo many in the houfe would have appear’d on that fide of 
the queftion. This extraordinary attempt was fo far refented by the majority, 
that while the houfe was telling, I thought ’twas refolv’d to attempt to ftrike 
off two of the five million, in return to their friends favour, but upon re~ 
porting the divifion, the motion was dropt; which in the temper the houfe 
was, I really believe might have been carryed, if attempted. I write this 
before I go to the houfe, if any thing worth your notice happen there to day, 
I will trouble you with it. I beg you will pleafe to give lady Middlcton my 
humble duty, and to believe me, my lord, &c. 

8 in the evening. I am this minute come from the houfe, where we had a 
warm debate, about the time to which Aiflabie’s forfeiture fhould relate. W—e 
K—e and all the court were for carrying it only to December 1719; which 
would have produced little or nothing to the publick; others were for the time 
of his being chancellor of the exchequer, and carryed 11g againft 95. My 
uncle propofed this time, and fpoke for it. Sir Jofeph Jekyll, was for 
going as high as when he was appointed treafurer of the navy, but this was 


| generally diflik’t. The torys were againft him to a man, and there was, 


as ‘indeed there generally is, a pretty motley divifion; the torys, and what 
they 
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they call the old whigs againft the court. Thefe have generally gone together, South Sea. 


fince I came into the houfe, and are at prefent, indifputably the majority. So 
that I think, there will hardly be an attempt this feflion to continue the parliae 
ment; that great work muft be referv’d to another, by which time, gentle. 
men will have leifure to refle&t, and confider the arguments that will certainly 
be applyed to them. -Be it when it will, 1 think ’twill hardly meet with 
fuccels. 


(Patna DNA, 


1722. 





MR. AISLABIE TO ROBERT WALPOLE, 


Thanks him for his kindne/s, and acknowledges his own miftakes. 
SIRs Feb, 2, 1722. 

Am extremely fenfible of your gencrofity, and am more afham’d of my owne 

follies and miftakes, than any fevere treatment I might deferve at your 
hands cou’d make me. Since you have been fo good to promife to forget 
what is pafs’t, I fhall not put you in mind of it any further, than to return 
you my moft hearty thanks. I have fent you an account of the king’s ftock, 
with all the dividends as they were received by fir Charles Vernon, to whome 
the ftock was transferred; I have accounted with him this morning, and he 
has bought the ftock that was pawned to him, and paid me the ballance; fo that 
at laft, I have rais’d as much as will pay the king, and fhall have it ready 
againft Monday night, if you pleafe to let me know to whome I mult 
pay it. : 

I have likewife fent you a ftate of my owne account before the judges, by 
which you will fee my eftate is not fo great as is reprefented, fince I muit take 
all the bad debts to myfelf. The truftees are both very civill to me, and I 
am very fenfibly to whome I owe it. The judges meet on Wednefday next, 
to proceed on my account; when the chief juftice Prat will be there; if he 
and judge Fortefcue be well inclined, I hope to make an end of it. The doubt 
they make at prefent is, whether 29,000/. publick money, which was in Mr. 
Hawes’s hands Ottober 1718, be part of the effcéts I had in other people’s 
hands at that time, ard which I had invefted in ftocks fome time afier all the 
publick money was paid away. As this can fearce be a point, yet being 
matter of account, they do not take it readily. 1 beg that you will affift me 

rFf2 to 
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Period 111. to make an end of this affair, in fuch manner as you think proper, that you 
Cay fee, that by making me free, you have made me your creature, and moft 
1722, obliged faithfull fervant. 


aera + 


Hitherto the correfpondence, with a few exceptions, has been publifhed ac- 
cording to chronological order, but from this period, I am under the 
neceffity of occafionally interrupting it, for the purpofe of placing together 
fuch letters and papers as relate to one perfon, or to a particular event, as 
bifhop Atterbury, Bolingbroke, Wood’s patent, and other articles, 





LETTERS AND PAPERS RELATING TO ATTERBURY. 
THIS ARTICLE COMPRISES, 


1. Letters to and from bifhop Atterbury and Robert Walpole; and papers in 
the hand-writing of Atterbury, found in Morice’s poffefjon. 


2. Depofition, and letters of Morice to his father-in-law. 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO HORACE WALPOLE, 


Various intelligences concerning the fchemes of the pretender and jacobites in 

Italy and Spain.—Kelly arrefted.—Proofs of bifhop Atterbury’s treafonable 
corre/pondencies.—AIncident of the dog Harlequin. 

DEAR HORACE, May 29, 1722, O. S, 

Walpole [ Have feverall times been prevented from writing to you to give you an 

Papers, account how affairs ftood here, and in particular in regard to the plott, 

which has been hitherto carried on in the fame manner, and with a refolution 

to be executed in cafe the king goes abroad; but as his majelty is now come to 

a declaration, that he will not go this f{ummer, I am of opinion, that this will 

putt an end to the whole enterprife, The ftate of our intelligence, as it flands 

now, is in the feverall intercepted letters going and coming, the repeated ad. 

*Theregent.Vices from France from the fame great canal,* confirmed by feverall par. 

ticulars and advices direétly from Rome: thefe laft have come to us by two 

+ Britith en- different ways from Davenant, t who is now at Rome, with ‘feverall circum- 

voy. ftances, and the emperour’s minifter refiding there, communicated by way of 

France from Penterrider. There are allowances to be madc in the accounts 

that 


to 
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that come from Penterrider, who, I think, aggravates things to his own jn= Atterbury. 


intereft and purpofe, to fhew that the courts of France and Spain are con- 
cerned in this matter. The fubftance of thefe advices, as far as I think 
they really are to be credited is, that the pretender has of late been frequently 
abfent from Rome at a country houle taken for him, where he is gone now to 
refide altogether, the better to cover his abfence, if his departure fhould be 
determin’d upon. He is to embark at Port Longone, where three Spanifh, 
men of war attend him, that came thither with flores and ammunition; but 
*tis my opinion, they came thither on purpofe. He 1s to go incognito to 
Spain, and be there in a readinefle to imbark upon notice that the king is gone. 
The duke of Ormond has likewife left Madrid, and is at a country houle, ’tis 
fuppofed with the fame view. But it is very plain that the whole fcheme is 
concerted for the king’s going abroad, and though I think it moft probable, 
that we fhall hear of the pretender’s having left Italy; I can’s believe but he 
will wait in Spain, *ull he hears from hence, what refolution the king has finally 
taken in regard to his journey; which being now wholly putt off, 1 think it 
will begett new confiderations, and determine in laying the project afide. 
All other of our advices are fo very agrecable to this from Rome; that 
1 think there is no room to doubt but the truth is much as I have flated 
and I confeffe to you, that it appears to me fo very diflicult to believe cnough 
with regard to Spain, without believing too much, that I am inclin’d to carry 
my apprchenfions from that quarter a great deal further, than | think it proper 
for any of us as yett to own; or that either of the fecretarie¢s of flate will agree 
with me in. All the intercepted letters and correfpondences carried on in 
cant allegories, cyphers, and fi€titious names, have hitherto confirm’d our other 
accounts; but of late ’tis plain they fuppofe wee fee what they write, that every 
thing now is wrote on purpofe to be read. Thefe iciters were dircéted 
to feverall different addreffes, and Jeft at feveral coffee-houles; but we 
learnt that one Kelly, alias Johnfon, call?d for them all, and diftributed them 
properly; and when we found that we had no further ule of fecing them, it 
was reiclved to take up Kelly, which was done, and all his papers {cifs’d, but 
by a moll tcanlalous management, he was fuffer’d to gett his {word, which had 
been taken from him, to drive the meffengers out of the room, and burn his 
papers. You may cefily imagine what a noife fuch a thing makes; and what 
makes it more material in thele correfpondences, that pafs’d through Kelly’s 
hand, it was very plain, thatthe names of {/ingion and Jones, were the bifhop 
of Rochefter, which has now been proved by an incident of a little dog, that 
was 
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was fent from France to Mrs. Illington (before his lordfhip’s lady died) and 
was mentioned in fome of the moft treafonable letters. Upon the examina- 


tion, it has been confeffed, that this dog * was fent tv the bifhop of Rochefter, 


which 





* The curious incident relating to the dog ‘mentioned in this letter, as one among many 
proofs, that Atterbury had maintained a treafonable correfpondence with the pretender’s agents 5. 
is thus related in the report of the committee of fecrecy, drawn up by Pulteney : “ Sume let- 
ters having been intercepted, which there is good reafon to believe were from the bifhop of 
Rochefter ; and one of thefe letters figned T. Jones, and another T. Illington, the committee 
lay before the houfe the evidence they found of the bifhop’s being defigned by thefe two names, 
colleéted from circumitances, which being in themfelves feemingly minute, and of little con- 
fequence, were for this reafon more frankly confeffed by thofe, who were obftinate in concealing 
ftronger proofs; and yet at the fame time, lead diredtly to the difcovery of the perfon meant 
by thofe names. Mrs. Barnes, being examined before a committee of the council, obitinately 
refufed to make the leaft difcovery rclating to George Kelly; but when fhe came to be atked 
what fhe knew about a dog, fent over by Kelly from France; not fufpecting this could iead to 
any difcovery, fhe readily owned, that a fpotted little dog, called Harlequin, which was 
brought from France, and had a leg broken, was left with her to be cured: that the faid dog 
was not for her, but for the bithop of Rochefter; and that Kelly promifed to get the dog of 
‘the bithop of Rochefter for her, in cafe it did not recover ofits lamencfs. This declaration, the 
figned in the prefence of the committee of council: and Kelly himfelf made no difficulty to own 
the receiving fuch a dog from France. But it appears by letters intercepted between Kelly 
and his correfpondents in France, that a dog fo named and hurt, was fent over to Kelly from 
France, to be delivered as a prefent to the perfon denoted by tne name of Jones or Illington.”’* 
This .coincidence of circumftances, proved indifputably, that bifhop Atterbury was defigned 
ander the names of Jones and Ilington: the bifhop himfelf, in his eloquent defence, does not 
«ondefcend to take any notice of this circumftance; his advocates, aware of the impreffion which 
it had made againft their client, endeavouredto refute it, but they could only oppofe fuppo- 
Jitions to pofitive fa&. As ridicule-has more weight than dophiftry, however, Swift defended his 
Sriend Atterbury in fome burlefque verfes, ‘ upon the horrid plot difcovered by the bifhop of 
Rochefter’s French dog.”’? In a dialogue between a whig and a tory ; in which the author 
dhumouroufly decries the evidence derived from the dog : 


Now let me tell you plainly, fir, 

Our witnefs is a real curr, 

A cog of fpirit for his years, 

Has twice two legs, two hanging ears; 
His name is Harlequin I wot, 

And that’s a name in ev’ry plot: 


“ Report of the Secret Committees fee allo Abstract of the Report in Political State of Great Britain, 
Wo 25, Pe 3060 
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which has at leaft ferv’d to fix the certainty of the names. We are in: trace Atterbury. 
(cena, raercomaadl 


of feverall things very material, but we fox-hunters know that we do not al- 
ways find every fox that we crofle upon; but I doubt not but this matter 
will come out fo as to fhame all gainfayers. I know nothing elfe to trouble 
you with, but the profpeét we have of the two companies agreeing, which I 
perfuade myfelf is now paft hazard, and ftocks begin now to rife fo faft, 
that I hope an immediate execution may attend the agreement, which has been 
the only caufe of the late delay. 


BISHOP ATTERBURY TO ROBERT WALPOLE, 


Defires to know whether he fhall audit the accounts of the money expended for 
the repairs of Weftminfter abbey. 

SIR, Deanery, Auguft 4, 1722. 
HE, executor of your late receiver of abbey-money, has brought me an 
account of the faid receipt and difburfements for fometime paft, defiring 
me, as a commiffioner, to perufe it in order to its being allowed. Upon 
cafting my eye over it, I find it to be already audited, and {worn to by him, 
according to the courfe’of the exchequer. But the fub-commiffioners in the 
former commiffion, either being abfent, or not caring upon fome icruples they 
have entertained in relation to the legality of it, to att; your executor preffcs 
me for his difcharge; he being bound to pafs the late receiver’s account in 
three months after his deceafe; which time is now near elapfed. Till this be 
done, none of the money lately allotted by you, fir, to the abbey, and now in 
the new receiver’s hands, can be regularly paid the workmen, who ftand in 
great need of it, having large demands on that head. However, fir, I am 
not willing to take any ftep, or to give mylelf any trouble in this cafe, ‘till 





Refolv’d to fave the Britife nation, 
Though French by birth and education 3 
His correfpondence plainly dated, 

Was all decypher’d and tranflated: 

His anfwers were exceeding pretty, 
Before the fecret wife committee : 
Confeft as plain as he could bark: 
Then with his fore-foot fet his mark.’ ® 


© Swift's Works, v, 7, p. 524 . 
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and fworn, paffed and figned by the commiffioners themfelves, as it certainly 
may be, upon the féot of the a&. If you think fo, I fhall be ready, together 
with the new receiver, to infpe& the youchers carefully; and having done fo, 
and found all right, either to fign the account myfelf, or to lay it before you 
in order to its being fign’d by the commiffioners. 1 would have waited on 
you, in relation to this matter; but think this. the lefs troublefgme way of 
application. .. 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO BISHOP ATTERBURY. 


Excufes himfelf for not paffing the accounts in the manner defired by the bifhop. 
MY LORD, , ' Chelfea, Auguft 15, 17@%, 

Had the honour of your lordfhip’s letter, concerning the accounts of the 

.Jate receiver of the moncy, given for the repairs of Weftminfter abbey, 
which I fhould have immediately confider’d, with a difpofition to concur 
with your lordfhip, with the fame readinefs, that I have hitherto done in every 
thing that related to the affairs of the abbey, if I had mot been informed of the 
great uneafinefs, that our laft proceedings had given to the prebendaries of 
the church, which they having now reduced into writing, I fend your lordfhip 
a copy of their reprefentation, as deliver’d to me; that you may be f{cnfible of 
the reafons that have convine’d me, not only not to proceed in the manner that 


’ J have hitherto done, but to endeavour to give them all the fatisfaCtion that is 


in my power, in a cafe, where I think they have fuch juft reafon to complain. 
X think myfelf oblig’d to acquaint your lordfhip, that I have very freely own’d, 


_ that I was furpris’d into the fteps that I have taken, having never had the leaft 


intimation of any former conftitutions appointing fub-commiffioners for the 
care and infpeftion of thefe works, which being fo rightly placed in the 
prebendaries of the church, I cannot but be of opinion it ought to be con- 
tinued there, that I hope your lordfhip will excufe me, if I concur with my 
lord chief juftice Pratt, in reétifying an error, which I was inadvifedly led 
into. Iam, &c. &c 


BISHOP 
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BISHOP ATTERBURY TO ROBERT WALPOLE, 


Expreffes his furprife at the refolution of Walpole, and the reprefentations 


of the aa is "his own conduédt on this occasion. 
Sik, Bromley, Auguft 18, 1722, 
7 OUR letter of Auguft 15, hea this afternoon, reach’d me here from the’ 


. deanery; where, I fuppofe, it may: have layn for a day or two. The 


reprefentation of the prebendarys,' that you have been pieafed to tranfmit 


with it, is news to me; not one of them having complained or fpoken to me, . 
on that head: tho’ I fhould have thought that fort of application to have been ' 


moft natural and regular. I lately indeed heard, they had doubts eancerning 
their power to aft under the former fub-commiffien; and I believe I men 
tioned them in the letter I had fome time ago the honour of writing to you; 
‘and defired only to have the accounts of the late receiver ( (already audited and 
fworn) paffed by the commiffioners themfelves (as his execwtor prefs'd they 
might be, and brought me the books for that purpofe) that the money, which 
had fo long been order’d, and is now in the prefent receiver's hands, might be 
paid to the poor workmen without farther delay. But I had no view towards 


making that the ufual method of paffing thofe accounts; -nor, I dare fay, is» 


there a word in my letter tending that way. 
On the contrary, fir, you may be pleafed to recolfe, that I apply’d to you for 
a fub-commiffion ; and propofed onely a new receiver, in the room of him that 


is dead; and the dropping of a falary of 100/. per annum, which for many: 
years, has been a mere honorary penfion to an officer, who never has fet foot ' 


within the walls of the church, nor contributed in the leaft towards carrying on: 
the repairs, or infpefting the accounts. And I humbly thouglit, that money 
might be beftowed on the fabric, better, and more agreeably to the intentions 
for which it was given. I own, fir, you exprefs’d your doubts in that cafe, 
concerning*the expedience of fuch an alteration; and I immediately comply’d 
with them. 

After I had waited on you, and you had referred me to Mr. Trecher of the 
treafury, I fet myfelf to procure a copy of the fub-commiffion for him, and 
defired the executor of the late receiver to furnifh me with it: which he for 
fome days declined. Upon which, I fent to the treafury, and to the exchequer; 
but found it. was not enter’d at either of thofe places. At laft, I litt upon 
an old copy of it, written in the hand of the-late receiver, which I lodg’d 
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with Mr. Trecher; and with him it refled for three weeks and upwards, till 
the new appointment of the prefent receiver was drawn up and engrofs’d: i 

the forming of which, I had nothing to do; but fat flill, and quietly expedied 
the event. And that commiffion, fir, you know, @xprefsty refers to the fub. 
commiffion, and obliges the prefent receivér to conform himfelf to it. Nor 
was J aware that a fub-commiffion, by which the late receiver had aéted to 
the time of his death, was deterthined: efpecially, if you, fir, and my lord 
chief juftice, fhould have been pleafed t to endorfe it, as is ufual, I am told, in 


Atke cafes, at the treafury. The only difference, I did, or do apprehend he= 


tween a new fub-commiffion, and an endorfement of the old one is, that the 
number, of fub-commiffioners would be fuller in the one cafe than the others 
to which J have no manner of objeétion. 

I fhall not enter into farther particulars, at prefent, being at a diftance from 
my papers. « But I intend to be in town on Monday; and hope for that equity 


’ from you, fir, and from my lord chief juftice, that neither of you will pres 


cipitate ‘your decifion in a matter where you have heard what is faid on,one 
fide only. Whatever I otherwife am, yet as dean of Weftminfter, I have a 
right to be heard, on this occafion, in which I am moft immediately con- 
cerned. If you, fir, judge otherwife, and fhall thirk fit to take any ftep 
hinted at in the reprefentation, without allowing me an opportunity of laying 
my thoughts of it before you; tho’ I can never join ‘in fuch a meafure, yet I 
know how to fubmit in the manner that becomes, fir, your moft obedient and 
humble fervant. 





The bifhop wrote this letter on the 18th, and on the 24th was arrefted. 





The following papers written in the bifhop’s own hand, were found in Mr. 
Morice’s poffeffion, when he was arrefted and examined in 1732. 


Endeavours to prove, that fir Robert Walpole intended to bring on the prem 
tender*, cfter the death of George the Firft. “It was probably written in 
1726, or the beginning of 1727. 

. THE 

* It is not improbable, that this paper was written by Atterbury, and fent to England for the 

perpofe of being employed in fome political publication, according to a fimilar plan mentioned 
in a letter from Pozobueno, the Spanith minifter to Ripperda. 

London May 30, 1726, I was informed by the Imperial refident, that Pulteney, the oraclt. 

of 
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HE moft able and penetrating heads in England, judge fir Robert Wal- Atterbury. 
judy ; ; 


pole’s f{cheme to be, That king George fhould hold his throne during life; 
and that, upon his death, his fon the prince eleétoral fhould not fucceed, but 
the right line be reftored, in the perfon of king James himfelf, or (rather) in that 
of his fon the prince of Wales, if there’be any hopes of his having a proteftant 
education. , 

The proofs of this fcheme aré. 1. That fir Robert Walpole has all along 
liv’d in terms of defiance with the cle€toral prince of Hanover; fo that 
he can expe&t no mercy from him, whenever he fhall mount the throne, 
but is fure of being then ruin’d. He has but one method of preventing 
that blow; which is, by reftoring the rightful king, or his iffue; and he is up- 
der no tye of honour or confcience, with regard to his party or principles, which 
fhould hinder him from purfuing it. . 

2. That he aims at this point, appears, from his deftroying the power of 
the German minifters, both at home and abroad, fo as to hinder them from 
meddling in any thing, wherein the interefts of England are concerned; which 
would be falfe policy in him, if he intended the fucceffion fhould be eftablifhed 
in a German family. . From his management with refpe& to the.debt of the 
nation, which he undertook to leffen: his talents peculiarly lye that way; but 
have been fo little exerted, thatthe public debt, has {welled every year gra 
dually during his miniftry. The onely excufe that can be made for him is, 
that he hopes to cancel it at once, upon a new revolution; when a prince fhall 
come in, whom that debt was contra€ted on purpofe to keep out. This will 
certainly then prove the cafe; and either he has this in his brow, or his con- 
duét is altogether unaccountable. For he loads the people with new taxes, 
“fixes upon them a ftanding army, and augments it from time to time un- 
der various pretences; induces the parliament to take fteps that vinlate all 
the Englifh liberties, releafes king George from all the engagements he 
was under, when he accepted the crown, and gives him fuch extraordinary 
powers as were unknown to the cgnftitution under its moft atbitrary princes; 


of the oppofition, told him, that he was preparing to publifh before the meeting of parliament, 
proofs ofthe bad conduét of the government ; in which he fhould accufe fir Robert Walpole of 
malverfation in the public expenditure, give a ftatement of the national debt, delineate the 
overbearing fpirit of lord Townthend, who has reduced the nation to fuch a flate, and whofe 
condué'feems to prove, that in conjunétion with Walpole, he has an inclination to facrifice the 
king, and to place the pretender spon the throne. 
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Ported IIL. for what reafon? but to render that family “odious, and by making ihe burthen 
yaaa fo heavy, to prepare and difpofe the people towards fhdking it off, when the 
_great opportunity happens, at the head of which he ‘will certainly be, in pope 

by that means, of preferving himfelf from ruin. 

‘With what reafonable view could we forward thofe infolent and bullying 
ficps taken with refpe& to the-emperor, Spain, and Mufcovy, but in order to 
‘incenfe thofe :powers'to fuch a degree as {hould render them irreconcileable P 
-and pufh them into meafures for reftoring the king, and by that means provid. 
‘ing for their own honor, intercft, and fafety. This event, he thinks himfelf un- 
able to effe€t, during the life of king George; but does every thing, that may 
fagilitate it afterwards; and'probably not without the privity and confent of 
his mafter; who is known for obvious reafons, to hate and defpife the eleflorat 
prince, and to have mortify’d and counterafted him every way, fg as never 
but once when he went abroad, to entruft him with any fhare in the adminiftra- 
tion, and the counfel given him then by Townfhend and Walpole, was the 
occafion of their being difgraced foon afterwards, upon bis return frem Ha- 
mover: when it was particularly jaid to their charge (and that charge was 
true) that they had endeavoured to render, the prince independant of his 
father, by procuring a feparate revenue to be fettled upon him, in the firft 
parliament after king George came over. They. have made amends for this 
condudt fince, and have by that means (among others) re-eftablidhed their 
credit with king George, nor will they leofe it by any {cheme, which is net to 
take place till he is dead, and buried. 

-‘What other account can be given why the prince in poffeffion does not 
fuffer his grandion Frederick, the diftant heir of the crown, to come inte 
England, or even to learn the language of the country tll lately? Mutt it not* 
be fuppofed alone to imply, that he has no thoughts of his reigning there? If 
that be not attually the cafe, nothing can be more wonderful than king 
George’s politics. 

Add to this (what is extremely remarkable) that neither of be famous 

‘es from the throne, or in any of the addreffes and votes of the two 
“uring this feflion (in the wording of all which, fir Robert Walpole 


Tpeees- Dao 5 . i 

houfes, a. -oncerned) any mention has been made of the fucoeffion in the 
was chiefly ~: a never failing topick upon former occafions; and moft 
iuftrious Hoult, ton at a time, when the great complaint was, of an inva. 


proper to be infifie. “of the pretender, It feems the fault of that defign 
fion defign’d in behalk .. was, 
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“was, that it aim’d dire@lly at dethroning king George; but no concern is ex- Atterb 
irectiy g king 8 . me 


pre(s’d for thofe who are to come after him. 

From thefe, and feveral other refle@ions, the thinking men in England 
conclude, that fir Robert Walpole’s fcheme, is certainly what it -has been 
reprefented, at the beginning of this paper; fince no other fuppofition, but 
that, can poflibly folve all prefent appearances, 


Bifhop Atterbury endeavours to prove, that fir Robert Walpole is tottering: 
in order to induce, him to break with England, and unite with the 
emperor. . 


THE cardinal’s condu& in adhercing fo firmly to his engagements with 
England, is matter of furprize to men of refle@ion, in many refpeéts; but 
there is one which ought to be of the greateft weight with him, yet feems not 
to be attended to, at leaft not fo much as it ought to be. It is the flipperi- 
nefs of’ the foundation, upon which the fcheme of the cardinal’s union with 
England was built; for it can hold no longer than Walpole’s cae ty fubfifts : 
and that feems to be very.precarious at prefent. * 

Two things require -to be explain’d on that head, 1. That Walpole is 
finking. 2. That the ftri@ union between England and France will fink with 
him. Thefe two points being made out, the confequences are obvious, and 
need little explication. As to thefe points, were the cardinal duly informed 
of the true ftate of affairs in England, he would not want to have it prov’d, or 
at all explafn’d to him: for nothing is more certain, than that Walpole’s power 
and influence decline apace, and are in danger of being foon overturned. 
Foreigners do not fo eafily enter into thefe things till it be too late: but flat. 
ter themfelves with fome publick appearances on which they are chiefly intent, 
and rely; without knowing the fecret caufes, that do in England gradually, but 
certainly produce fuch cfanges. Thefe the natives obferve, and can form 
fure judgment from them, about the approaching fall of any minifter. 

What they lay to his charge is: That his whole adminiftration is built on 
corruption aid bribery; which he has carried to a greater height than any of 
his wort predeceffors ever did; and has by that fingle means work’d all his 
nds, and obtained all his majorities in parliament, at the expence of the 
morals of a people, who were remarkable heretofore for their honor and pro- 


bity, and who had fome fhare of it left, till they came under his admi+ _ 


miftratio&, This method of corruption has indeed proceeded fo far as to 
poifon 


Orford 
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Period II. poifon the greater part of thofe who make the chief figure of our conftitution, 


1930109727. 
Nena prerapanad 


Megible. 


the members of both houfes. “However, the bulk of the nation are ftill unin- 
fe€led, deteft the fchemer for the fake of it; being certified if it continues 
much longer, as # muft while he ftands, there will {carce be any left to retrieve 
the ill confequences of it. The new load of taxes under which Great Britain 
now groans, the increafe of the public debt, which he undertook to diminifh 
confiderably, if not to extinguifh; the decay of public credit, by the fall of 
the flocks, and the lofs or fufpenfion of feveral chief branches of the Englith 
trade, are af imputed to him, as the effeéts of his councils and meafures, ‘par- 
ticularly thofe which he entered into the laft fpring, with regard to the Emperor, 
Spain, and the Czarina. 

‘He is thought to have formed the defign of giving up Gibraltar to the Spa- 
niards,.a defign fo difhonourable and mifchievous to the nation, as renders 
him odious to all forts of people, and particularly to the trading part of it. 
And yet with this he is charg’d in the public prints; and is look’d upon as 


‘driven to it by the neceffity under which England is brought by his manage- 


ment, of complying with the demands of France, who are fuppofed fecretly to 
to favour this fcheme. 

Indeed the chief article of his accufation is (nor ought it to be diffembled) 
that he has by his unfkilful meafures put the ballance of powey in the hands. of 
France, which is, by his means, become the umpire of all the differences be- 
tween the contefting powers of Europe; and partitularly, the abfolute difpofer 
of the fate of Great Britain. That he has contributed to the re-eftablifhing 
of their marine by the very condition required of them in the Hanover treaty, 
and has favoured of late their reunion with Spain, which as an Englifhman, he 
fhould rather have prevented. Thofe falfe, and (as it is thought) fatal fteps in 
polxics, both whigs and tories, equally refent; the former as the real and 
natural enemy of France (however they may difguife that enmity at prefent) 
the latter as made fuch by the oppofition which France has given to the king’s 
reftoration. Both at length will join in crufhing Mr.:Walpole, as the author 
of fuch mieafures, as though they may end well at laft, yet were in themfelves 
of * * * * * ; " 

Add to this the perfonal averfion king George is known to have had for 
Mr. Walpole, tho’ he may cover it, as long as he thinks him neceffary for his 
fervice. The prince of Wales, his fon, is more open in his refentments; and 


~ all’ that Wepend on him are ready to take the firft opportunity of ining in 


Mr 
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Mr. Walpole’ ruin, which muft: happen when a new parliament comes to be Atterbury. 


chofen, 1. ¢. after another feffion, but will probably happen, as foon as the 
prefent feffion determines, and of this there are very evident figns, which 
I fhall in the next place mention. Mr. Walpole, for a twelvemonth paft, has 
been pelted with pamphlets and papers of all forts, in verfe and in profe, writ- 
ten by meg of all parties, and particularly by fome even of thofe, with 
whom he was formerly united, and who are very zealous at heart; at 
leaft they pretend fo to be, for.fupporting the prefent government. This 
is a never failing mark of the approaching fall of any minifter. * Ano- 
ther is, the gradual increafe of the minority in the houfe of commons, 
which vated againft the court, fince this feffion began. Every divifion 
wherein the public was concerned, added ¢o their’number; fo that from 
80, with which they fet out, they came at laft to a4: and Mr. Wal- 
pole, obferving their growing ftrength, was forced.to ftop in a very €X= 
traordinary manner, by procuring a vote, while his majefty ftood firm, 
to prevent all farther enquirys during this feffion of parliament. No- 
thing can fhew a minifter to be harder. driven, than his reforting to this 
expedient, which can ferve ogly a prefent turn:: it betrays a fear of fuch 
enquiries, and that fear will bring them in at laft with great weight and 
vehemence. 

» The immenfe fortune he has rais’d in a few years (whereas he was worth 
nothing, when he came laft into power) has expofed him to great envy: par= 
ticularly on account of: the manner of his raifing it, which has been by taking 
the advantage of his poft, to watch the rife and fall of ftock, and (as his enc- 
mies fay)to * ®  * onit: by which means he is become by far the 
richeft commoner in the realm. The diftribution of preferments has becn 


chiefly to his relations and dependents, without a regard to any other — 


merit, than that of an implicit refignation of themfelves to his condu@ and 
meafures. 
_ The conftitution during his power, has fuffer’d in divers other refpeéts.. The 
law has been alter’d as to the choice of new parliament men: before they 
were chofen for three years only; now they may be continued for feven, 
which has made it more eafy for him to influence and corrupt the houfe of 
commons, The habeas corpus a&, the chief bulwark of the Englifh liberties, 
has been frequently fufpended: a ftanding army has been fixed upon the na- 
tion, augmented gradually on various pretences, and thofe additional forces 
never 
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Period III. never afterwards laid down. Every one of the conditions, upon which king 
,73010 1727 George accepted the crown, bes been relaxed and laid afide; particularly 
that, whereby it was ftipulated, that England fhou’d never be engag'd in any 
quarrel which related to his foreign dominions. Thefe and other fteps by. 
which the conftitution has been undermined and fubverted, are laid.at Me 

Walpole’s door by the public voice ‘of the people. 

That he is falling, appears even from thofe addreffes, which he has with fo. 
much induftry procur’d in his own commendation. For no minifter, that fits firm- 
and is fh credit, ever bas recourfeto fuch methods of fupporting himfelf: thofe 
that totter only want and make ufe of them. Foreigners may think other 
wife; but Englifhmen know well the force of this reafoning. If Mr. Walpole 
were not embarafs’d and in danger, he would quicken this fefhon of parlia- 
ment, in order to give room to king George to make the early vifit he in- 
tends to make go his Hanover territorys; whereas he manifeflly protraéts the 
expedition. of ‘bufinefs there ‘depending: why? but in hopes of producing 
fome plaufible fcheme of peace, when the affembly tir’d by attendance, is 
grown thin; and of clofing it at laft, by a general aft of indemnity and pardon, 
neceffary to fcreen him from danger. 

In fhort, if he and his brother minifters were not diffident of their a aniten: 
why have they chang’d them of late fo remarkably, and abated of their fpirit, 
both in aéting and treating? The firft is notorious, particularly with regard 
to Spain: and as to the latter, the cardinal himfelf, may be appeal’d to, whe- 
ther he does not find the Englifh ‘minifter here, lefs impofing, and more docile 
and tra€table, than formerly? If he does, he may fatisfy himfelf that Mr. 
Walpole’s approaching mortifications at home, are the caufe of it. When 
he falls, his brother, lord Townthend, falls with him: for they two, are in. 
effe&t the miniftry, the reft are but their ereatures and flaves. A new mi- 
niftry will certainly purfue new meafures; will run counter to thofe they fuc- 
cecd, and by laying of paft misfortunes on them, eftablifh their own power and 
popularity : and what then becomes of the Hanover treaty, when thofe who 
made it, are difgrac’d, and probably difgrac’d for making it? France will be 
Qripp'd of its new ally, and left to fhift for itfelf; and the cardinal will be- 
come the dupe of his own probity. He has but one way of furely avoiding 
this danger; and will he not take it? When he treats with the emperor; he 
treats with a fixed power, of which he is fure.. When he treats with Engs 
‘Nand, as it now ftands, he treats with a miniftér, who-influences the parlia~ 

ment, 
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ment, indeed, while he continues; butas he is in power to day, may be out Atterbury. 
to-morrow: | This‘is known toibe the true ftate of the e cal, by all that know the "7 


prefent circumftancea of England. 


BISHOP ATTERBURY TO MR. DICCONSON, 


On ihe death of his dokee. —Lamenis the fatal confequences of the peace 
between England and Spain. 
SIR, ; Montpelier, Dec. 4, 1729. 
Have your letter of 15 November, and am much obliged to you for the Orford 
friendly concern you exprefs in it. As to the arti¢le of my poor daughter, of Papert, 
whom, 7 tlays before the date of it, God was pleas’d te deprive me, upon a — Copy. 
melancholy, yet comfortable meeting I had with her at Touloufe; where fhe 
furviv’d her arrival 21 houts, and {pent that little time that was left her, in 
fuch a manner, as will make her memory éver dear and valuable to me. I 
‘thought nothing could have added to the affeétion and efteem I had for her: 
but I found myfelf miftaken} in thofe laft moments, when fhe took her leave 
of me. She is gone, ‘and I muft follow her, When I do, may my latter 
end be like hers! «It was my bufinefs to have taught her to dye, inftead of 
it fhe has taught me. Iam not afhamed, and wifh I may be able, to. learn 
that leffon from her. ‘What I feel upon her lofs, is not to be exprefs’d: but 
a refleGion on the manner of it, makeame fome amends. God has temper’d 
the feverity of the one, by the circumfances of thé*other: and has dealt with 
me, as in the reft of his infli@ions, fo, as together with the great burthea 
he laid on me, to enable me at the fame time, in fome meafure to bear it. 
You will pardon me forentering into no other matter at prefent: not even 
that important one “df the-peace, which they write me word from Spain, is 
xoncluded; and hy? thet:means an end put to any hopes vainly conceived from 
thofe negotiations, and to all the ungrounded promifes of the Spanifh minif- 
ters at Paris. I have so inclination to enlarge on fuch matters now, or to 
trouble you or myfelf with refletions on what paffes on the other fide, either 
af the Pirenees or the Alpes, The great mafter of events, has wileacafons 
in every case for what he doa, in regard to the public, or private perfons, and 
we thult: fubmitt to themy-even when we do not comprehend or rellith them. 
1 am with ade refpe@, yours, Kc. 


"  VOLLIN, PART Ile Hh ss BIBHOP 
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BISHOP ATTERBURY TO MR. TAYLUE OF BRIDEWELL, 
Complains of the injuflice of his brother's will, and requefts his opinion im 
what manner he fhall proceed in obtaining his paternal eftate. 


ty 


SIR, . Pais, Dec. 14, 174%0 
YOULL be furprifed, and perhaps a little frightened, to receive a letter 

from me, after almoft nine years interruption of our correfpondence. 
But the occafion, on my fide, is as extraordinary as the attempt, and will, I 
hope, excufe it. You cannot help being written to by me; nor is there any 
crime in it, if you reveal to a minifter of ftate, the very firft ftep of cur in- 
tercourfe: as 1 defire you would, for my fake as well as your own, in order 
to your obtaining leave in form, to make an anfwer to what I now write, or 
fhall hercafter write on the fame fubjc&. ”Tis of fuch confequence to me, to 
have your advice and affiftance, in an affair of law now depending, that I 
fhall willingly be at the charge of a fign manual towards procuring it. 

Sir, my elder and only brother lately dead, ha$ dealt more cruclly with me, 
than the a€t of parliament did. For that left me the fmall temporal fortune I 
then had, and might afterwards juftly expeé, in order to keep me abroad 
from contempt and ftarving. ‘But my brother taking advantage from my cir- 
cumflances, which, he knew, would render it difficult for me to queftion what- 
evef* he fhould do, has endcavour’d to withdraw what the aét itfelf intended 
I fhould enjoy, and to ftrip me by an unjuft will he has made, of the patri- 
mony which by law belongs to me. A fmall eftate in land which he poffefs’d, 
was, in default of iffue male from him, entail’d on me by my father. My 
brother has Icft no other iffue, but a daughter, who had a good portion affign’d 
her, and inherits befide a good cftate from her mother. To all this he has 
added, by iis will the bequeft of all that land, which my father in fuch an 
event, gave to him only for life, and to me after his death: and to alleviate 
and cover this injultice, he has given me an hundred pounds, by a codicil 
lately added to his will, and has mention’d me there with efteem and dear- 
nefs; after never having fhew’d any inftance of either, fince 1 was abroad, or 
affifted me with one fhilling out of his fortune, at a time, when he did not 
know, but I might have ftood in the utmoft need of it.°’ lam under no 
obligation thercfore, to fuffer the unrighteous difpofition he has made of .an 
eftate given inc by my father, to take place; if you fhall find, that my title to 
it is good, and will allow me your affiftance, in order to affert it. Iam 

per= 
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fuaded you will find no obftruion towards procuring leave for this purpofe; Atterbury. 


it being matter of common humanity and juftice, and within the intention of 
the aét. As foon as you have obtained fuch leave, I will hope to hear from 
you, and in the mean time have defired Mr. Morice to do what can be done 
by him at this diftance, towards laying,the proper evidences and inflru€tions 
before you. He may be of more ule, in furnifhing thefe, upon his return, 
than he can be now. However, 1 am not willing to loofe any timc, when I 
have fo little of it left, and my 7oth year is (as you know it is) near approach. 
ing. Hafte in this cafe is requifite, if I hope to be the better for what my 
father defigned me, and thought he had without wronging any body convey’d 
to me in due form of law. If he did fo, and it really belongs to me, there is 
no man of worth and honour, who will think it unfit, that I fhould be put by 
your means, into a condition of recovering it. Te pleafed to make the fleps 
that are proper in this cafe, and to add unis obligation to the others, you have 
formerly laid on, &e. 


on seemed 


No. a. Examination’of William Morice, and letters from him and others. 


The examination of Wilham 
Morrice of Kenfington in the county 
of Middlefex, Efq. 


PIF fays he knows of no letters that were writtcn to the late bifhop of 

Rochcefter from hence during the time of his being in France; that all 
the late hifhop’s papers had been fecured in France before this examinate’s 
arrival theres that the late bifhop before his death apply'd to the French 
court by Mr. Lloyd, Mr. Buckley, and one Mr. Sempill, who calls himiclf 
lord Scmpill, that his effets might be fecured in cafe of his death for this 
examinate, but a difficulty being made of it, the late bifhop wrote a Ictter to 


Mr. Buckley, defiring he would meddle in it no further; that when the late - 


bifhep dyed as the examinate was told by the faid Sempill the papers were 
all carry’d to the Scots colledge, where they were fealed up with a publick 
feal of office; that when this examinate defired to have them, he was told that 
it was not known, that they belonged to him; that upon much folicitation he 
war allowed to have his family papers, and the feal was faken off in his prefince 
anda commiffary lookt over them and gave this examinate what he thought pro- 
per; that Mr, Lloyd was preicnt and any lettcrs of his that were met with were 
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returned to him: the like was done by Mr. Buckley and any others that were 
prefent; that he the examinate has not, nor ever had any other papers but 
thofe that were found with the baggage that came with his body, or were taken 
upon him the examinate and that he has not yet lookt into them. Being told: 
that as he was prefent when the commifflary opened the papers, he muft know 
what they were, he anfwers there were many letters from lord Marifhal, frony 
the duke of Ormond, and other people that he knows nothing of. That there 
was a parcel'of papers relating to the late bifhop’s tryal, but the commiffary 
would not let this examinate:have them. That the papers were in the cuftody. 
of father Innes at the Scots colledge, and the perfons prefent when they were 
opened;! were the commiflary, Innes, and Mr. Dickenfon, who were named in 
the garde des feaux’s order, Mr. Lloyd at the examinate’s defire, Mr. Sempill, 
alias lord Sempill who: firft had feeured the papers and carry’d them to the 
Scots colledge, and others who accidently came in, and the examinate. That 
what papers were in French and in Latin were lookt into by the commiflary 
fo far as to fee of what nature they were, thofe in Englifh Mr. Dickenfon lookt 
into and told the commiffary what they were, where any were direéted to 
this examinate or endorfed with his name, or appeared ta belongto him, they 


-were delivered to: him, the reft were all kept ftom him, Being afkt whether 


* Under 
fecretary of 
ftate. 


among the late bifhop’s papers there were any letters from the pretender, the. 
examinate anfwers, that he does not know that.there were, that there were let~ 
ters endorft from Rome; but all thofe letters from Rome or Spain were all 
kept and never put into his power; that there were none that he knows of 
from Engiand except from this cxaminate and his wife. 


Capi. 1%. die Maw 1702: 
coram nobis Wm. Morice 


Hortres NeEwcastT_e 


HarRiNGTON 


Exiratts of letters from Mr. Delafaye* to Earl Waldegrave about Atierbury’s 
Papers. 


Waldegrave (Whitchall, March g, 1731-2.) YOUR excellency’s private letters to my. 


Papers. 


lord duke of Newcaftle and to me, bring Mr. Pelham back to you fooner than 
perhaps you expefted; I believe you will not be forry to have his affiftance in 
an 
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while, if it can be brought about. I remember that as cautious ashe was, and 
eareful to put every thing out of the way when he was feized here, I found 
among his loofe papers a letter he had written to the pretender, but having, 
I fuppofe, mift the opportunity of fending it, he had laid it by, and forgot to 
deftroy it- As he might not be under the fame apprchenfions now that he 
was then, and his death was fudden, probably there are fome curiofitys to be 
met with in his fcrutore, if one knew how to come at them. [| return you 
one, which fhewes his fpirit and if] nature held out ill the laff. What a pity it 
is that fo good parts fhould have been in fuch bad hands. As to your exccl- 
lency’s having intermeddled in getting the /fellé put to his effects, and his 
claiming your protection as an Englifhman, the attorney general agreed with 
me in opinion, that he had no right to the priviledge of a fubjc&: however, if 
your excellency’s own feal would have done, and that you could by that means 
have had the fingering of his papers, one would have done him that favour, 
This circumftance of his willingnefs that your excellency fiould have had 
this precious depofit, rather,than they fhould have fallen into fume other hands, 
might be made ufe of as an argument to my friend Morris, if he were talked 


with; but at the fame time it is one with me, that he had been thinking of 


fecuring his papers, and had deftroy’d the moft confidcrable of them. 


(Whitehall, May 11, 1732.) THE feizing of Mr. Morrice, and the fearch. 
ing of veffels from France for the late bifhop of Rochefter’s.corpfe, has made 
fome noife here; which may perhaps have reached your parts; but con. 
fidering what part the deceafed had ated, and how nearly related to, and how 
much intrufted by him the other was, it is not furprifing that the government 
fhould have a curiofity to peep into the papers that came over by that oppor. 
tunity, out of which fome ufeful informations might be gathered; and that 1s 
all the ufe that one would make of them. My lord duke of Newcaftle hopes 
your.excellency will again excufe his not writing; and I beg you will always 
be perfuaded of the zeal and refpeét with which I have the honour to be, 
my lord, your excellency’s moft humble, and moft obedient fervant. 

We had laft Tuefday a fmart attack in the houfe ef commons about 
Dunkirk, much to the fame effeét as that of which I lately gave your excel 
lency an account in the houfe of lords; the débate was more than ordinary 
warm and bitter, 
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Letters and extraéls of letters from William Morice to bifhop Atterbury. 


(London, 11 Jan. 1726-7.) I Lately fent you Gulliver’s travels: the res 
puted author, dean Swift, made very kind enquiries afier you, thro’ our Twit. 
tenham friend, and was pleafed to hearshe had been mentioned by you in fome 
of your letters. He came over hither publicly to fee his friends, and divert 
himlelf, and was almoft conftantly with Mr. P.* 


MY HONOUR’D LORD, Jenuary 2, 1727-8. 


HE inclofed letter to Mrs. Morice, and her anfwer to it, are both necef. 
fary, I think, for your lordfhip’s perufal. You will loofe no time in let- 
ting me have your thoughts on the fubjc&t; for I am impatient tll I receive 
fuch an aniwer from you, as may be fhewn the lady. I hope Mrs. Morice’s 
anfwer, which fhe was forc’d to write in a fort of hurry, the meflenger waiting 
for it, contains nothing improper. What is mention’d about Mr. Mead’s being 
with me, ielated, I fuppofe to the payment for the coronation lace, but I never 
{aw Mr. Mead on that occafion. He poor man, was taken ill, juft as he _ 
muft have receiv’d the orders to fettle that affair, and is fince dead. No doubt 
her grace will foon. give frefh orders on that head. The fan you’ll obferve, 
was fent my wife, is the fineft my eyes ever beheld, fit for a coronation, and. 
probably worn that day. We have fince had a haunch and fide of venifon, 
from Leighs, and frequently kind meffages from thence. All thele civilities 
eame after Mrs. M. had delivered the litile tokens, which it is plain were not 
unwelcome, but kindly taken. 

I alfo fend you the Ietter I received from Mr. Pope juft after my arrival, 
that you may fee his reafon for not writing to me at Paris: he came foon after 
to fee me, and was full of his kind enquiries after you. 

The flory of lord and lady Mar has been related to me, and by this time 
*tis as well known herc as abroad. As to that lor ’s fcheme, which you hear 
has been printed in French and Englifh, I have enquir’d after it, and at laft 
find it is fo. Whenever 1 am able to get any of them, you fhall hear of them 
at Paris. I don’t find they are in very many hands. Happening to have a lit- 
tle acquaintance with Mift the journalift, I afk’d him whether he had heard of 
any fuch fcheine, and of its being i in pepe He told me-he had one or. two of the 
papers fent him from Holland, he can’t guefs from what hind, they came in 


a blank cover by the poft, and not being willing, in his circumftances to med- 
dle 
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die with affairs of fuch a nature, he gave the copy to one of the profeffion, Atterbury. 
who had formerly done him fome little civilities, that he might reap fome 
profit by the publication of it, and he might very well venture publifhing:it, 
fince he was not ilt look’d upon by the miniftry. The man was much pleas’d 
with the thing, and very thankful to Mift for putting him in the way of get» 
ting fome money; but before he went fo far as to publifh it, he had the caution 
to waiton fir R. W. and confult him upon it; fir R. W. (as Lam told) was 
ftruck very much at reading the paper, and wanted to know from whence the 


% 


man had it, faid it was of confequence, and muft come from fome great man, 
The printer defir’d to be excus’d from naming names, being under a promile 
not to doit. Sir R. bid him ftop doing any thing about it ull he faw him 
again, and appointed him a time to come to him again. At the 2d interview, 
fir R. infifted fo ftrongly upon knowing from what hand the man had the 
paper (promifing the perfon-that gave it him fhou’d come into no trouble 
‘about it) that he brought the fellow to own he had recciv’d it from Mr. Milt, 
who acquainted him he receiv’d it by the poft from Holland. Sir R. feem'd 
furpriz’d, bid the man go look for Mift, and defige him to come to him, but 
Mift has hitherto avoided ‘going, as knowing nothing of the matter more than 
that fuch a paper came to him by the poft. Sir R. has forbid the publication 
of it, and Mift is under fome apprehenfions of being troubled, under fome 
pretext or other, for the fake of this affair. ‘This is all 1 can tell you of this 
matter. 

As to public news, upon what footing our prefent fet of minifters ftand, 
people dont agrec. ’*Tis generally thought fir R.’s fate, as a minifter, dee 
pends upon the fuccefs of foreign affairs: "tis confidently faid there are die 
vifions and uneafinefles among{t thofe at the helm, and that the new created 
peer* and fir R. differ very much, which ’tis not unlikely may end in the re- © Lord Wilks 
moval of fr R. tho’ they fay he has ingratiatcd himf{clf extremely with her mingron. 
majefly, being the only perfon who ventur’d to propofe fo large a dowry as 
100,000/, and to promife the obtaining it in parliament; fir Sp. C. not 
naming above 70,0901. 

The report of fir R.’s having deliver’d petitions from. Kelly and Plunkett, 
wes very truc, but I dont find, as yet, the good cffctt of’em. If an att of 
grace, which fome people fay is to be brought in next fellions, fhould come, 
’tis believed thofe two petitioners will be included in it, at leaft difcharg’d 
about that time; if fo, why is fomebody elfe kept abroad? You obferve rightly, 
that all thihgs dont run in one chauncl, as they did in the late reign, and 

that 
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Period IIf. that fir R.’s influence in ecclefiaftical affairs is at an end. Nor has the arche 
i ee bifhop of Canterbury any power in that matter. He imagin’d he fhou’d have 
the firft week or fortnight of the new reign, and people thought fo too, but he 
found his recommendations are difregarded, and fo he has chofe to fit ftill 
at Lambeth, and tells every body he has no intereft at court. The queen 
feems chiefly to manage that branch, tho’ not abfolutely, for fhe intended 
Dr. Mare for the bifhoprick of Bath and Wells, and Dr. Sherlock for that of 
Norwich, but the whole miniftry united in their reprefentations againft it, al. 
ledging ’twou’d difoblige the whole bench of bifhops to have the new confe- 
crated ones let into the beft preferments at once; and to carry their point, they 
put Wynn upon taking Bath and Wells (for which it feems he made no appli- 
cation himfelf) and Baker upon taking Norwich to difappoint Sherlock. 

Dr. Friend is a great man at court, and his reputation as a Phyfician 
greatly raifed by lord Townfhend’s recovery, after the whig dofors, particu- 
larly Hulfe, who attended in conjunétion with Friend and Sloane, differ’d fo 
greatly with Dr. Friend, as to quit his further attendance on my lord, and de- 
clare his lordfhip muft die, if he followed the courfe Dr. Friend was for taking 
with him. But his lordfhip declared he would live or die by the hands of 
Friend, and fo Hulfe took his leave, and his lordfhip is, contrary to moft pco- 
ple’s expeftations paft all danger. Dr. Friend fome time ago recovered Jord 
Lynne, after the other phyficians had given him over, and alfo foon after re- 
cover’d the fecond fon, fo that the Townfhend family owe the doétor three 
lives. This intimacy of Dr. J. Friend at court has made way for the ciyili- 
ties, which the publick prints inform you, have been paid Weftminfter {chool 
by the young prince’s honouring them with his prefence, and {eeing a play 
a€ted by the king’s fcholars at the college. Dr. Bob is to have a prebendary, 
the firft vacancy is promifed, fo he is to fill the fecond; but if that dont hap- 
pen foon, fome people imagine he may be difappointed notwithftanding prefent 
appearances, and his early compliments to the prefent reign, for the Monday 
following the death of the old king: the theme he gave in {choot was a little out 
of the way, and J am at a lofs to find out the wit of it, ’twas this: 


Nunquam libertas gratior extat quam Jub rege NOVO. 


methinks pio might have ftood as well, and been as good a compliment to a 
new king. Sometime after the young prince begg’d a plays and upon the 
occafion, the theme given for the boys to exert their talents upon was, Cele~ 
brate ducem qui vobis otia fecit. And 1 forefee the next anniverfary meeting 

of 
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of Weftminfter fcholars, on the 15th inftant, will vary very much from the Auerbury. 
laft, when great care was taken not to dip into flattery and party. -There will "7" 


be enough of both this year. In fhort, people feem generally to have changed 
their countenances (during my abfence) at Icaft they appear to me ina differ- 
ent light from what I us’d to view them in; they look at the fame time a litte 
filly, as if they were got between two ftools, and afraid of dropping between, 
Some few indeed ftill keep their old faces. I had laid afide all thoughts of 
“mentioning to L. what happened on your fide in relation to him before your 
letter came to forbid me, as judging it not proper, according to what I find 
in his prefent way of thinking. 


(Feb. 9,1727.) Sir R. W. feems to be better cflablifh’d in his miniftry 
every day, and is faid to have publickly declared tg the houfe of commons, 
that his prefent majefty is refulved to purfue the late king’s meafures, and to 
make ule of the fame fet of men. The late {peaker has loft his intereft pretty 
much at court, and nobody has him in that efteem he might have expe@ed, 
had he fhewn a proper fpirit and put himfelf forward at firft. "Tis now, I be- 
lieve, out of his power, and he muft content himfelf with the loweft feat in the 


upper houfe. If the court of Spain recedes, and comes into the terms pros 
pofed from hence, fo that a congrefs enfue and peace be made, fir Robert i is 


certaigly prime minifter for life. I hear nothing of any ats of grace. 


(May 8, 1728.) As to your affairs in my hands, your frugality will, I 
doubt not, leave fufficient to anfwer any extraordinary accidents which may 
happen, over and above your conftant neceflary expence: tho’. they are 
not, in fome refpeéts, in fo good a condition as when we parted; for (by 
the continuance of a certain great perfon at the head of affairs, in paying off 
feveral public debts, by coining paper inftead of money, and drawing people 
in to be content therewath, or fatisfy’d with a reduClion of intereft) all manner 
of intereft is brought very low. Bonds, that us’d to bear 5, are now con- 
tinued at 4 percent. and at that rate of intereft they bear a premium, Mort~- 
gages alfo are fallen in the intereft; and Mr. I. yun, from whom I have a 10007, 
mortgage, gave me notice the beginning of March laft, that he wou'd pay me 
off at three months end, unlefs I was willing to take for the future 4 per cent. 
I flood out againlt it, but being ferfible where he had juft agreed w take up 
the money frgm another perfon, I thought it beft to comply, and have agrecd 
to let him have the moncy a year longer at 4 per cent.; for had it been paid 
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Period III. me in, I dont fee how I could have difpofed of it to better advantage. Al- 
esacigcha derman Barber has alfo given me notice that the mortgage he has, on an eftate 


in Kent, for 8,000 i. and upwards, wherein you know I am concerned 3,000 1. 
for you, has been offer’d to be paid off, unlefs he confents to lower the in- 
terefl, which he muft be oblig’d to confent to, and then I muft do the fame as 
to the proportion of the 3,0004 Thus you fee, your annual income will be 
fomewhat leffen’d. 

As to publick news, fir Robert is as abfolute in parliament at prefent 
as ever; but Mr. P. pufhes him hard, and how long he will ftretch the bow, 
before it breaks, no body can tell; but the opinion of many knowing men is, 


«that he drives too faft not to be thrown at laft. There is a frefh talk of a 


new att of grace, whether it will do any good to any body but the prefent fett 
of minifters, I can’t learn.* Lord Marr’s houfe is a€tually fitting up, and his 
family give out that he will be over very foon. I fuppofe he won’t return 
home along, Shall any of thofe memorials be fent about on this fide? . You 
defire to know the names of the prefent bifhops (excepting fich as you know 
and mention in your letter) you might have mentioned fome others, whom you. 
muft very well remember. However, I add all that you make no mention of, 
in the inclofed lift, and ’tis very certain that you judge right in thinking the 
bench to be under a great degree of contempt. That it might become fo, was 
one reafon why you were drove ‘abroad, the court not defiring any figure 
fhould be made by any that belong to it, ‘and now they are pretty fafe on that 
head. I can’t learn what expenfe the royal gueft occafion’d at Hitchams ’tis 
certain Dr. Friend made great preparations; whether he will compafs the 
making his brother Bod a bifhop, I. much doubt, for fir R. W. has gained his 
point in relation to church preferments, and*you will fcarce hear of any more 
fuch promotions as Hare (who is now bifhop of St. Afaphs) and Sherlock. 
Her majcfty, they fay, confults and does nothing without fir R.’s leave on that 
head. 


THE DUCHESS OF BUCKINGHAM TO MRS. MORICE. 
MADAM, December 2, 3727+ 
Beg to know from you, whether Mr. Mead has been with Mr. Mortce about. 
a little matter I bid him do, and I fhotld be glad to know of Mr. Morice? 
his opinion of the a& of parliameht concerning the bifhop of R. I had it by meg: 
but ’tis miflaid. In cafe my fon fhould go to France to follow his exertiles,. 
better. 
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‘petter than he can learn ‘em here, whether he may not be feen and examined 
fométimes how Mr. Cofta dos inftra&t him, without any hazard of forfeiture 
toachild. I know his mama could not have the advantage of hearing herfelf 
‘his opinions without a forfeiture, people would very willingly take. In fhort, 

the king has forbid me and my fon the libertys we were permitted in his father’s 
{and which confines my fon from air and exercife in town) reign, and I was 
no favourite in it. But by the duchefs of Kendal’s means, I hada few common 
a€ts of breeding and humanity fhewn me, that of the fame priviledges of the 
king’s park, which I was allowed in queen Anne’s reign; and the promife not 
to pardon Ward, which I doubt if I fhould have obtained now, tho’ I fancy'd 
myfelf a fort of favourite of the queen’s, becaufe I have about ten letters un- 
der her hand, which flatters me with it; and many perfonal affurances befides. 
I confefs I am much tempted to breed my fon abroad, if I could fecure his 
religion well, and education better, tho’ his affairs, and the odd agents I be- 
lieve every body has, who has intricate matters to manage, makeg it imprac- 
ticable for me to fettle, as I could wifh, with him; yet I could vifit him, when 
I was not otherways neceflarily imploy’d. And indeed betwixt the great 
eafinefs of his governour (tho’ otherwife a valuable man) he is always viliting 
and following the calls of good for nothing courtiers, to the lofs of the time 
he ought to beftow on his pupil. So that in the country only, or in another 
country, one can have him as much at home as is requifite. Firft, I have 
nothing paffes in my family I would give three farthings to hide, yet I am fure 
the goffipping women, and fuch kind of men fend and invite him to dinner and 
fupper, in hopes to pick fomething from him of what paffes in converfation, 
either from me or my company, makes ’em make the rout they do with him, 
who really is too good a fort of man to be a pleafure to them, tho’ he has that 
fault of his country, too great an awe and refpeét for people in power, only 
becaufe they are fo. And I begin to fear, the people whom I mult neceffarily 
have at my table and houfe, as ftewards and agents about bufinefs, will grow 
to make their court to my fon, at the expence of flattery, and methods may 
come to fpu:l him at home, tho’ yet Ihave prevented that hazard from fervants, 
and fuch as make an home education dangerous. Could I carry my fon to 
France, and leave him under what part of your papa’s dircétion he would 
have the good nature to undertake, I fhould think I did the beft I could now 
for hims and really as to what progrefs he makes in learning, I am entirely ig- 
norant of. I know his governor is reckoned a great fcholar, and is a man 
without any vices: yet 1 do believe my fon will be a little too headitrony or too 
112 cunning 
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cunning for him ina fhort time. Tho’ to me he is very traftable and very fond’ 
of me, yet bis natural temper is pretty warm, very eager for what he fancys 
at all; and confequently fhould have his time much and well taken up, as he 
now is near twelve years of age: this thought of at all parting witk him, is 
very hard to me, yet I begin to fear the ill effe€ts of allways an home educa~ 
tion, and I fear our fchools at Weftminfter or Eaton for his health, and for 
the jumble it may now make between their manner of learning, and what he 
has had, and I wifh I could any way get good advice in relation to it. 
Could I have an opinion fafely afked, I fhould be glad; and by this fervant, 
I fend to town, fhould be glad to receive fome anfwer. I am ever, madam, 
your faithfull fervant. 


MRS. MORICE TO THE DUCHESS OF BUCKINGHAM. 
MADAM, Holland houfe, December 3, 17270 
R. Morice has turn’d his thoughts upon that part of your grace’s. letter, 
in which you do him the honour of afking his opinion. The aé of par- 
liament, he fays, is worded with fo much malice, and wicked ill nature, that it 
is difficult to give any opinion upon it. ’Tis certaif:there is no exception for 
any body, but fuch as have the king’s fign manual: and confequently any fett of 
minifters have it in their power to be troublefome or not, as their good or ill 
difpofitions fhall lead them. However, he thinks there may be a method found 
out of fulfilling in a great meafure your grace’s intentions about my lord duke, 
upon which head he will explain himfelf further when he has the honour of 
waiting on you next. At prefent he is willing to fay no more, having a good 
opportunity (by a friend who fets out for Paris next week) of fending for a 
better opinion than his own, and, ina fhort time after, he may reafonably 
expeél to receive an an{wer, by a very fafe conveyance. Upon this occafion, 
madam, give me leave to fay, that I am fure there is nothing in the world 
would pleafe my papa more, than to become ufefull in the education of my 
lord duke. He has told us more than once, when we were laft with him, that 
were he reftored to his own country again, he fhould turn his time and 
thoughts to: nothing more zealoufly; and, as far as it can be brought about, 
he will, I know, be pleafed at being ufefull in the fame way abroad. If your 
grace has any commands for Mr. Morice, he is allways glad and ready to re- 
ceive them. He’s never above an hours drive from London, and fo not out 
of the way of doing any thing, wherein your grace judges him of ufe, He 
offers his humble refpetts; and I am, &c.. 
This 
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This letter from Mr. Morice to bifhap Aiterbury is particularly curious, as tt Atterbury. 


contains, though couched in obfcure, and not always intelligible terms, proofs 


of Atterbury’s correfpondence with the jacobites in England; the reports. 


circulated upon his retiring from Parts, and the difadvantage that would 
refult to the pretender from that event. , 


MY HQNOUR’D LORD, June 24, 172%, 
R. Elliot, whom for the future, I fhall call Mr. Hereford,* has brought 
me ail the papers, and the four pamphlets you fent by him. I 
fhall take care to diftribute them properly. I forwarded your two Ict- 
ters to father Couraycr, who refides generally at lord Percival’s country 
feat near Black Heath, but as to the pacquct you mention to have fent, 
addreffed to Mr. Langby, no fuch parcel is yet come to my hands. Mr. 
Hereford declares he never received any other, than thofe already de. 
livered to me, and it is not amongft them, I conclude thercfore you mult 
have fent it by fome other hand. I wifh it were arrived, that Pere Cou- 
rayer might be at eafe on that head. I cannot exprefs to you the plea- 
fure fome of your late papers have given me, and.in which Mrs. Morice alfo 
has taken her fhare. Your difcourfe on fome verfes in the 12 A®ncid, and 
your verfion of Virgil's firft Eelogue, are exceedingly beautiful; in both, you 
have fet a pattern which no genius, that I know of, can pretend to come up 
to. Ihave communicated a copy of the difcourfe (for Iam rcfolv’d to keep 
the original myfclf} to the phyfician. He was mightily pleas’d upon cafting 
his cye over a {mall part of it; I have not feen him fince he has had time to 
confider the whole. It cannot fail of giving him infinite pleafure, as your appli+ 
cation of it, to him, does him vaft honour: ina litde time I fuppofe I fhall 
have fome fort of return to make you from him. The other piece, I fhall put 
into the hands of our Twitnam friend, in a day or two,. for which purpofe I 
defign him a vifit. You have fucceeded fo well in the beginning and towards 
the end of Virgil’s works, that I fhall long to fee fome more picces of the 
fame kind, drawn from other parts of that excellent author, who can never 
have his works fo finely illuftrated by any other hand. 
I defign from henceforth to follow the rule you prefcribe, and fhall de die in 
diem, {et down every thing that occurs worthy of your notice, in a paper to be 


* This perfon is mentioned under the name of Hereford, in Attesbury’s epiftolary 
; correfpondeice, publithed by Nichols. 
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afterwards tranfmitted to you. 1 agrce ’twill be an eafy method for me, and 
it becomes me to comply with it, as it is your defire, At prefent, there is 
very little employ for me that way. There is a fort of flagnation of news, for 
it can be none to tell you that fir R. W. gains ground, and governs more abe 
folutely than in the lattcr reign. Mr. Pulteney’s removal from the lieute- 
nancy of one of the Yorkthire ridings, is one inftance of fir R. W.’s power, 
and of his refolution to crufh all oppofition with an high hand, and to rule 
with an abfolute fway. It is certain, there are powerful parties againft him, 
but he feems to defpife them all. The E. of Scarborough (as well as :he late 
fpeaker) is, I hear, among the difgufted, but nothing will be able effe€tually 


~ to fhock the great man, if affairs go on well at Soiffons. All fidcs agree, his 


® Friend, 


fate depends on the fuccefs of the negociations there. 

Dr. I. F.* is a very affiduous courtier, and muft grow fo more and more 
every day, fince his quondam friends and acquaintances fhun and defyiic him, 
and whenever he happens to fall in the way of them, he looks, methinks, very 
Millily. He is in great hopes (as I have heard) of obtaining a bifhoprick for 
his brother Boh, and not without expe@ation of placing him in the fee of 
Rochefter, and deanery of Weftminfter, if old Bradford would be fo kind as 
to make way for him: in that cafe, he is (as *tis faid in the family) to be pre- 


“ceptor to prince William. But this fcheme, I fcarce believe will ever -be 


compaffed, for the great fir R. W. not only hates but defpi’es the family of 
the Friends, and while his power lafts at the pitch it now is, they will never be 

able to obtain fuch extended views. 
_ Iam glad to find, fiom the tenour of all your late letters, and the way of 
Spending your time, that you are fo much at’ cafe in body and mind, and that 
you have at laft taken up the refolution of doing yourfelf juftice by draw~ 
ing up your cafe, which the world expetts to fee one day or other, and 
your friends and well-wifhers are often queftioning me about it. The 
noife of your having quitted the banker, reached me. here, before it came 
ever from your fide the water. It gave occafion to various reports, and I have 
heard, was publicly talked of at St. James’s. Some faid you were difcarded, 
upon a difcovery that you were making your peace, and paving your return 
home-agaifi, at the expence of the perfon who had entrufted you with his af. 
fairs. Others would have it, that you found you were betray’d in every ftep 
you took, in relation to that perfon, by agents with whom you were oblig’d to 
aft in concert, and therefore as you could do no good, you took the part to 
retire. Others reported, that you had enjoy’d a penfion of 4000/. per annum 
from 
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ftom this government ever fince you were abroad ; that it might now bea fit 
time: to. call. you home again, and your leaving Paris was a flep towards it. 
Many other idlé reports were rais’d, and put into the mouths of proper 
tools to difperfe them. Some people argu’d here in the fame manner, as they 


did at,Paris, that it look’d, as if mattcrs went very ill in fomebody’s favour,. 
when the only perfon abroad, capable of doing fervice to him or his caufe, had: 
wot the management of*it,. but feemed to give it up for loft. Others, who: 


formerly had other fentiments than they have at prefent, faid, *twas no wonder 
if you had at laft quitted the trouble of condu@ing a cafe (fuppofing you had 
the principal management of it) which was vifibly expiring, and that you chofe 
to get rid of a perfon, who will never do himfelf any good, but will (firft or laf) 
treat every one ill without regard to merit or fufferings. . 

Thefe are the chief reports which I have met with, grounded upon your re« 
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tirement into the country; at which fome folks feem glad, and others forry;. 


but on all hands ’tis agreed, that the intereft of a certain perfon muft fuffer 
very much by it: for the imagination (whether grounded, or not) that you 
heartily efpoufed his caufe, gave him a fort of credit, which he may find the 
want of hereafter. And, nobody, as I can dearn, lays any blame on you for 
quitting (fuppofing you ever were in that perfon’s affairs) but on him for fuffer. 


ing you to retire, and having, as they fuppofe, given occafion for it: This is- 


all I have at prefent to fay, on this fubjc&, more than that a certain great lord, 
and lawyer, was very inquifitive about the truth of the report, at a certain 
lady’s* hotel of our acquaintance, but the lady could not fatisfy him any 
thing about it. You may be fure I mifs no opportunity of acquainting 
my neighbour in the park, with your ftate in every refpeét, who loves to hear 
of you, and is fincerely affe@ted with any thing that touches you. I was quef. 
tion’d there, in relation to your retirement, which feem’d to give fome concern, 
It was immediately judg’d, that a certain great relation would fuffer by it, and 
loofe a good fhare of his intereft, by not fhewing you more regard. 

Some of our late letters have been fill’d with the melancholy news-of 
the death of friends. Laft week we loft another. On Monday evening 
died poor Dr. Chamberlen, after’a lingring illnefs. His death indeed was 
not fo great a furprife, as that it did not happen fooner. He has been vifibly 
decaying along time. The young dike of Buckingham will have a lofs in him, 
for ‘tis tois tender care of him, that his grace, in a great meafure owes his life. 
The duchefs alfo will greatly mifs him, and is fenfibly concern’d at the lols. 


He died at Buckingham houle, from whence her grace immediately retired, . 


and. 


* Duchefs of 


Buckingham, 
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Period ITI. and is not to return till after the funeral is over. Three days *before his 
473001727. Gooch (when it was to be read in .his face) Mrs. Morice and I were adq 
| mitted to fee him. He enquired very affettionately after you, and defir'd 

us not to forget his fervice to you. 

I fome time ago told you .f an,intention there was of fending the young 
duke to Paris. It was defigned in good earneft as you’ll fee by the inelas’d 
part of a letter to me, and that fomebody’s opinion to the contrary, hinder’d 
it, Your advice is of the greateft weight there, and .whatever friends you 
may happen to loofe (as fome very good ones have gone off lately) thexe re- 
mains one who will, I dare fay, make as much amends as is poffible for the 
lofs of others. I have reafon to belicve fo, and that you in time will 
find fo." My Welch friend is gone out of town, without difcharging the an~ 
nuity, but he did not go without feeing me, and affuring me that it fhou’d 
be paid, when he return’d to town again. *Twas not very genteely done, 
but I dare fay, 1 fhall get the money at laft. 

Ina letter of yours, fome confiderable time ago, ycu feem’d not very 
earneft whether I pufh’d the matter (about changing bankers) with Mr. H. 
very ftrongly or not. I did, at my firft coming over, juft touch upon that 
ftring, but found that H. had a ftrong inclination in favour of Mr. A. and 
that it would not be an eafy point to prevail over him to take the bufinefs, 
which he himfelf had put into A’s hands, out of them again. I therefore have 
defifted from maintaining and preffing the matter a fecond time, but can yet 
do it, if you infift upon it, tho’ I believe it will fcarce be worth white, for 
Mr. H. is declining apace. He had to’other day, a terrible fhock, which had 
like to have carried him off, and if he fhould happen to drop, ’twill be an eafy 
point for me to recommend fuch a banker, for the future, as youdefire. Now 
‘1am mentioning Mr. H. ’tis not improper to acquaint you, that you are very 
‘high in his efteem. He vifits me pretty often, purely to enquire after your 
health and profperity. I am apt to think he has it in his bead to do fomeshing, 
and fhow his regard for you in his will; this conjefture, I draw from his jut 
hinting hisfurprize to me, the other day, that nothing of that kind had hap- 
pened fince your exile, upon the death of thofe who were your knowa well 
wifhcrs. Such a defign, if he has it, fhould furely be a litle encouraged, the 
‘example may have a very good effe€t. What if you took occafion, by fome 
private hand, of kindly mentioning him, in fuch a manner as you judge pro~: 
per forme to let him fee; I think ’twould not be amifs. He often enquires 
touching your circumftances, and fays people were not fo generous as they, 

ought 
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‘ought to have been, and believes one reafon of your retirement may be to 
fave expences. 

Mr. Hereford carries the two volumes of the bifhop of Coventry's defence 
of his book againft fcripture prophecys. 

I think I have now anfwer’d every paragraph of your letters except one, which 
is fo full of fatherly tendernefs, friendfhip and affe€lion, that it cannot but 
make the deepeft impreffions on me as well as Mrs. Morice. We are both 
greatly affected by it, and in return, I can only affure you, that I have no 
greater pleafure in life, than being of fome little ule to you, and that were it 
not highly inconvenient for your affairs (to fay nothing of my own) I fhould 
never defire to be abfent from you, but fhould make it my choice to be always 
near you, in order to eafe you as much as poflible of the inconveniency, I am 
fenfible you muft be under for want of proper hands about you. Sure the 
tables will turn in time, and I am willing to think God has not reftored you 
fo great and unexpeéted a fhare of health, but for fome good end, and that we 
fhall at laft fee you return in honour and triumph to your own country again. 
That indeed would be the happieft day my wifhes can frame to themfelves, 
and ’till good providence brings it about, the beft thing you can do for my 
wife and me, is to take care of your own health abroad. Our intereft is 
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wrapp’d up in your happinefs, and you can never leave any thing behind you 


to compenlate for the lofs we fhall fuftain, if ever you happen to go before 
us. This is the diétate of Mrs. Morice’s heart, as well as my own. No news 
as yet of my brother Obby. I have made feveral applications for the 150/, 
expected fo long ago. That worthy gentleman is lately gone into the north, 
and has promis’d me faithfully to pufh the matter, fo as a remittance may be 
fpeedily made. 

Mr. Sh—n* fees me fometimes, he keeps his honefty at a time, when almoft 
every body is wavering. He is gone to {pend the recefs of parliament, as 
ufual, in Northumberland, and won’t return till it meets again, when I dare 
fay, you will hear of him approving himf{clf the fame man you left him. 1 
am commifon’d to fend you a thoufand fervices. I have now almoft tir’d 
myfelf, as I fear I have you long before. But I am glad of fuch opportu- 
nities, as the bearer affords me, of writing to you. If he tarrys ‘ull to-mor- 
row, Mrs. Morice threatens you with a letter. I am with the utmoft gratitude 
and refpett, my dear honoured lord, &c. 


~WOL. Il. PART 11. Kk (Sept. 
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(Sept. 26,1728.) I don’t much wonder to hear of Kelly’s writing, and 


(7228 727° complaining he is fupplanted. Hitherto he has had a plentiful allowance, 


ever fince his confinement, ten guineas per month, thro’ my hands, and what 
other benefa€lions he may have had, I can’t tell; but I believe he has chofen 
to live well, and lay up little or nothing. And now there feems to be an end 
of the colle€tion which has annually been made towards paying him 120 gui- 
neas yearly. “Several of the benefattors are dead; feveral wegry of fuch in- 
cumbrances; and the whole club (from whence greateft part of the bounty 
came) isin a manner diflolved. He has written teizing Jetters to me, and I 
think of preffing Mr. Cotton, our fteward, whofe note you know I have for 
the remainder of s00/. (of which goo/, is ftill unpaid) to pay off that bal- 
lance, that I may apply it for Kelly’s ufe. You never order’d me to pay him 
that {um in ready money (nor fhould he have it all at once, whilft he con- 
tinues a prifoner) unlefs 1 could obtain the payment of Cotton’s note, or fome 
fuch other remnants, which are like to lay by a great while unpaid. However, 
if Kelly’s. neceffitys encreafe, I muft, I believe, fupply him with a little ready 
money, whether I can get any from Cotton or not; and I fhall expeé& to hear 
more from you on that head. 


(April 14-25, 1729.) I told you in a former letter, that I apprehended I 
fhould be oblig’d to fupply K. with money, whether Mr. Cotton paid the 
2001. remaining due on his note, or not. I can’t get that money yet of Cot 
ton, but there is now a neceflity of letting K. have money, on account of the 
promife he claims from you of 200/.; for ail fubfcriptions, for his fupport, 
have been long at an end, and folks are grown weary of continuing that bounty. 
Wherefore I have found it néteffary to affift K. and that the 200/. may not 
be fquander’d away at once, and he left in want, I advance him fix guineas 
per month. I hope you’ll approve of what I’ve done. Some people of rank 
(formerly your benefaétors) fent to me on this head, and there was no avoid« 
ing my compliance in it. 


(Sept. 26, 1728.) All I can now tell you, as to reports retating to yourfelf 
is, that I was affur’d near two months ago, that fir R. W. had given out, that 
you had entirely fhook off the affairs of a certain perfon, were grown perfetily 
weary of that drooping caufe, and had made fome fteps (by means of the em 
baffador at Paris) towards not being left out in the general att of grace, which, 

it 
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it is every now and then talked, will pafs the next {effion of parliament; and 
that you defir’d above all things to come home, and end your days in your own 
country. With what view this report has been fpread by fir R. W. I can't 
tell, but I have it from undoubted intelligence, that he has caus’d it to be 
rumour’d. 


(April.14-25, 1729.) As to public matters, they go on in the old chan. 
nel; fir R. carries every thing as he pleafes, tho’ the oppofition he meets 
with in the houfe of commons has, no doubt, fufficiently vex’d and tcized him 
this feffion; and the pamphlets, which have been conftantly publifh’d without 
doors, muft have given him no little uneafinefs. The Craftfman, you fee 
evcry week, That paper gives a pretty good infight into affairs; and many 
are ftill of opinion, that the great man will fcarce be able to hold his power, a 
year longer; tho’ I fancy, that depends upon the event of matters abroad; but 
the moft judicious men with whom I happen fometimes to converfe, think 
him fo well-rivetted in the king and queen's good graces, that they won’t part 
with him. 


Gawawees 


1723. 





CORRESPONDENCE OF ROBERT WALPOLE WITH LORD 
TOWNSHEND AND OTHERS. 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO SIR LUKE sSCHAUB. 


Thanks him for his correfpondence.—Expreffes his fatisfaélion, that the con~ 
dull of the king’s miniflers at Hanover ts approved by the French court.— 


Hopes that the duke of Orleans will be kept fleady to his friendfhip with 
England. 


SIR, ; Whitchali, April 19, 1723. 
Have hitherto deferred acknowledging in a particular manner the feveral 
letters I have received from you, not knowing but an occafion might offer 

to make it proper to fend a meffenger to France, which however I was re- 
folved now to delay no longer, altho’ no particular bufinefs made it neceffary. 
But I underftand too, that you have no meflengers on your fide, which may 
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Period I. make it of fome ufe to have one ‘with. you. Your letter of the ged inftant, 


1720101727.) og 5 


‘3923. 


juft come to hand; and I am very glad that the condu@ of his ma- 


jefty’s minifters at Hanover meets fo much with the approbation of the duke 


of Orleans. This good correfpondence is above all things to be cultivated; 
and I always have read with pleafure, the feveral accounts you have fent me 
of the good difpofition of the duke of Orleans. It would be a great mis- 
fortune if his uncertain temper fhould expofe him to the influence and direc- 
tions of perfons lefs difpofed, lefs well affefted to the king’s interett, than the 
prefent minifters of France give us great reafon to hope they are; and I know 
not what is certainly to be determined in that view in regard to Mr. Law. If 
the duke of Orleans is difpofed to recal him, as Mr. Law’s friends here are 
very fanguinc in hoping, it is not our bufinefs to obftru@ it. But ic is not eafy 
to judge, what is moft to be wifhed for in that cale,. unlefs we knew the com- 
petition, and upon whom the favour and confidence of the duke of Orleans 
might probably fall. If Mr. Law does not return, there can be no doubt, 


but the power might fall into worfe hands, and if any who are neither Englifh- 


men by birth nor affeétion, fhould prevail, we fhould have a lefs chance, than 
by admitting one who has fundry tics to wifh well to his native country. But 
perhaps Mr. Law’s being thought agreable or acceptable in England, would 
not at all forward his return to France; for nothing but his being thought not 
only an able but a good Frenchman can fecure his being recalled. 

As to the treaty between France and the Czar, I cannot but be very clearly 
of opinion, that tis the intereft of the king, that no feparate treaty fhould be 
made by them without England's being included. France will {peak with a 
great deal lefs weight, when that treaty is concluded, which cannot be fuppofed 
to be fo conditional, as to expeét that France will afterwards break with the 


Czar, altho’ he fhould be never fo unreafonable with regard to us; but you will 
be a great deal better inftru€ted upon this head from Hanover; and your own 


knowledge and experience will enable you to judge better of an affair of con. 
fequence, than I am able to advife you. But I was willing to take an oppor 
tunity of thanking you for your correfpondence, which I defire you will con~ 
tinue, and be affured you fhall bave in me a faithful friend and fervant. 


ROBERT 
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Period HI. 
ROBERT WALPOLE TO SIR LUK#Z SCHAUB,. 1720101727. 
Rejoices in the profperous appearance of affairs in France.—Congratulates du 1723 
Bois on his fuccefs. 
SIR, Whitehall, July 18, 3723. 
Returned but yefterday out of the country, where I have been for fome few Hardwicke 
days to fcttle my own private affairs, or I had fooner acknowledged the ee 
favor of yours of the 1gth inftant. I now return you my thanks for the long 
and particular account you gave me of the ftate of affairs with you. Itisa 
double fatisfa€tion, not only to know the true fprings and fources of tranf- 
a€tions of fuch importance, but to be fatisfied, that they fuccecd according to 
our belt wifhes. 
I heartily congratulate the cardinal in the fuccefs he has had over his ene~ 
mies, and hope a perfeét recovery from his illnefs, will enable him to enjoy 
with comfort, the fatisfaGtion of a quiet and undifputed adminiftration, I am 
too fenfible of what confequence a perfett good underftanding betwixt the two 
crowns, is to their mutual intereft and tranquility, to be indifferent about the 
life and power of a minifter,; upon whom fo much depends. I beg, fir, you 
will continue your correfpondence with freedom to me, and give me full in- 
formation of what palles amongft you, which you may be lure I fhall make no 
ufe of but for the intercft of his majefly; I fhall be always ready. to return 
you all the marks of friendfhip that are in my power; for I am very truly, fir, 
your moft faithfull, humble fervant. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Military and naval preparations mad by the czar, with a view probably to invade 
Sweden, and place the duke of Helflern on the throne,-—JIl confequences of fuch 
qn event to Englund.— Neceffity of obviating the danger.—The hing requefts 
that 200,001, may be ready to be employed, tf neceffary, on this occafion. 
SIR, Hanover, July 16, 17236 
Am now to write to you by the king’s command, upon a bufinels of great Hardwicke 
fecrecy as well as of importance. Lis majcity has reccived {uch advices as Parets- 
he can depend upon, that the czar has, or will, bendes his {trong fqyuadron, (very Secret.) 
embark a body of about twenty thoufand men on board his galleys, to put in Cae. 
execution fome fecret defign he has formed: the mofl probable, and what the 
king judges to be molt feafibic, is an attempt upon Sweden, in the aiflract'd 
and 
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Period II. and weak condition affairs are in there. J{ that is the proje&, as is moft 
besa likely, it muft certainly be concerted with the mal-contents, and the Holftein 


| L725. 


faftion in that kingdom, and may happen to produce a total revolution there 
in favor of the duke of Holftcin, fhould he happen to be fet on the throne of 
Sweden, by means of the flect and arms of Ruflia. He, cfpecially, being re. 
puted none of the wifeft princes, would neceffarily bea mere dependant of the 
cvar’s, and a€t according to his views, and under his dire€lions; fo that the 
Mufcovites would foon come to have the difpofal of the ports of Sweden, and 
we might in a little time fee Swedifh and Mufcovite {quadrons in conjunétion 
at Gottenburgh, able to terrify and diftrefs all the coafts of Great Britain. 
Thefe profpeéts feem to the king to be of fuch infinite concern and im- 
portance, that even upon the moft uncertain appearance of them, the vimoft 
care fhould be taken to obviate the dangers that may enfue. I had the honor 
to talk this morning pretty fully with his majefty upon this fubjcét (only my 
Jord Carteret being prefent) which if it fhould take the leaft air in England, 
might do great hurt to publick credit, and confequently to our other domettic 
affairs. The king, tho’ mighty tender and unwilling to make any propofal 
that fhould feem to burthen his kingdoms, yet feeing in this exigency (when 
the blow feems juft ready to be ftruck, and no other previous mcafures can 
poffibly be taken) that nothing but a good fum of money of one or two hun- 
dred thoufand pounds at command, to be employed if the cafe fhall require 
it, can be of fervice to help us, he has ordered me with the utmolt fecrecy to 
open this affair to you, and to let you know how much he relics on your fide- 
lity, ‘kill, and prudent conduét. You will pleafe, therefore, to caft about in 
your thoughts, how you may have at command, with the leaft noife pofMfible, 
one or two hundred thoufand pounds, if neceflary, to be difpofed of, to prevent 
the kingdom of Sweden falling under the difpofal of the czar. What was 
difcourfed of this day before his majefty was this: If the czar’s fcheme, 
as it feems to be formed, fhould entirely take effeét, and the king of Sweden 
fhould be driven out of all his dominions, then we muft be as well with the 
new monarch as we can, and take the beft meafures poffible to fecure the in- 
tcreft of Great Britain. But if the king of Sweden fhould not fofe all at 
once; but be able to make a ftand, and difpute his poffeffion with his rival ; 
then the only method to difappoint the czar’s defigns, and to fupport and re- 
inftate the prefent king of Sweden, would be to have a fum of money ready to | 
affift the king of Denmark and other princes, who would be exceeding jealous 
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of fuch an exorbitant acceffion of power to the czar, to ftand by his Swedifh Period.Uf. 
majefty, and to oppofe the efforts of the Mufcovites and the Swedifh fa@iion, 1720'0'7*7¢ 
The parliament will undoubtedly come into the giving a fanQion to fuch a 4923. 
difpofal of moncy, for the good of the kingdom; fince the king is bound by 
his laft treaty toaid and fuccour his Swedifh majefty in fuch acafe; and if that 
ptince had not been negligent, ill ferved, or worfe amufed, he would fome 
time ago, upon the firft appearance of the Holficin plot, have fummoned his 
majefty to be ready to make good his engagements. At this time of the year, 
and upon fo fudien an emergency, it would be a folly to think of equipping a 
fufficient fquadron to prevent the blow, or to fave the king of Sweden; be. 
fides that, it would coft more moncy than what is propofed to be employed, 
if the cafe I mentioned fhould happen. I muft therefore defire you from his 
majefty, to let me have your thoughts and advice upon this moft important 
matter, and whether in cafe of neceffity, you can provide fuch a fum for this 
fervices 

The king has an entire dependance on your zeal for his fervice, more pare - 
ticularly in an affair where the fafety of England, the balance of power, and the 
prefervation of all his majefty’s dominions, are fo nearly and infeparably cone 
cerneds and expeéts to hear from you as foon as poffible. You fee the nice- 
nefs of this point, and the many hazards of having our fecret apprehenfions- 
get abroad; and therefore I need not employ many words in defiring you to 
keep the fecret entirely to yourfelf, and to make your difpofitions for doing 
what fhall be found neceffary in the moft private manner that may be. You 
know any hint of fecrecy does not extend to his grace the duke of Newcaftle. 
Yours moft entirely. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO ROBERT WALPOLE, 


Affures him that the reports of lord Carteret’s fuperior influence with the 
hing, are totally unfounded.—Mentions rumours of the czar’s intentions to 
attack Sweden; and the neceffity of finding mcans to obviate his attempts. 


DEAR SIR, Hanover, July 23, 1723, 
[ Hope this will find you fafe- playin from Norfolk, with fome advantage pardwicke 
to your own health, and without any detriment to the public fervice, from Papers 
your journey. I am forry the falfe and vain accounts which our friend* Private, 
thinks: proper to fend over, of his fuperior intercft at this place, fhould make eae 
the leait impreffion on any one, or have given you a moment’s uncafinels. » ord Care 
How teret. 
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Feit tr How greatly the faéts on your fide of the water, have heen inifreprefented, in 
enya order to fupport this appearance, you are fufficiently fenfible ; and T can affure 
1723. you, that nothing has paffed here that can, without the *oreateft falfehood, he 
wrefted to give the leaft countenance to any fuch opinion. You know that the 

king had declared his refolution of having the guards encamp fone weeks: be- 

fore we left England; and I neither know nor can hear of any orders on thi¥ 

fubjeét, that have been difpatched from hence. I employed a friend of ours 

to enquire, whether the king had been furprized’into the figning any fuch, ot. 

der; and his majelty’s anfwer was, that he had never fign’d any paper relating 

to his Englifh affairs fince his being“here, but in my prefence; and I am fure 

no paper of that kind was ever offer’d to him, while I was by; except it might 

be fome order of courfe from the fecretary at war’s office, which was figned 

with the other ordinary papers, without any particular application or diftinc- 

tion. ‘But you may reft fully fatisfied, that the king is determined to be on 

his guard againft taking any ftep, which may catry the leaft appearance of turn- 

ing the balance in favour of thofe who wifh us ill; and thcy that flatter them- 

felves with hopes of that kind, will foon find their error. But I think you have 

the fatisfaGtion to fee, that lord Lechmere and lord Kinnoul with their friends, 

whatever doubts they may pretend to have, do in reality judge better-of the 

true ftate of affairs between my brother fecrctary and me. 

The quickeft and moft effeétual way for undeceiving people of all denomi- 

nations in England, would be by obtaining fome overt a& in our favor, for 

which I can’t but think a fair opportunity offered by the vacancy which has 

lately happened in the vice treafurcfhip of Ireland, which I find the king would 

# Secretary have confénted fhould have gone to Treby ;* I having founded his majefty on 
at ware that head, upon a fuppofition it was agreeable to your own thoughts; and by 
this means a'way might have been opened for bringing Mr. Pelham into 

the war officc, which would have been a moft fenfible and indifputable 

4 Lord Ca- mortificauon to your general. t+ But as I thought it proper to communicate 
dogan. your Jettert to our fricnds here, all thoughts of that kind are now out 
of the queftion. However neceffary it may be to hang out fome banner 

of this kind in England, yet I can affure you, the diftinétion here is fo 

vifible, and fo well underftood by the foreign minifters and others, that 

it muft in a very littke while make its way into England. I have as ftrong 


_-Y Many letters from fir Robert Walpole, alluded to in this correfpondence, are unfortu- 
nately loft. 


proofs 
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proofs on this head of all kinds as I can defire; and while mattcrs con~ Period III. 
tinue to go well in England, you need be under no uneafinels at the falle 17200 178% 
accounts which fome people here may find it neceffary to oppofe to faéls in 4723. 
order to fupport the fpirit of their friends on your fide. 

I fee reafon from all quarters to be convinced, that the revival of public 
credit, and the good conduét of the king’s affairs in laft feflion, has acquired 
us fuch reputation in all parts, as will turn very much to the fervice of his 
majefty’s affairs in general, and has made a fuitable impreflion on the king. 
And I am fatisfied that the fureft way to continue things here on the prefent 
good foot, and to put our credit with the king paft all danger of competition 
or accidents, will be to forma good f{cheme for the next feffion, by falling on 
fome new expedient for the eafe of the nation, and the benefit of trade and 
credit, which points, his majefty has fo much at heart, that the fucceeding in 
‘them will infallibly rivet us in his cftcem, and give us a greater advantage 
over our adverfaries, than can be hoped for from carrying any particular point 
againft any of them. For this reafon, I beg of you to turn your thoughts as 
early as you can towards bringing the fupplies of the next year within two 
fhillings in the pound, and the malt; and I fubmit it to your confideration, 
whether the uniting the South Sea and Eaft India companys, and the eafing 
our Eaft India trade in fome fuch manner as I hinted in my laft, would not 
be very popular, and at the fame time divert any ill humour which may be ftir- 
ring in the parliament, if they have not fome fuch ufeful points to employ 
themfelves upon. 

I think the manner in which you received lord Kinnoul’s overtures was 
exaélly right, fince nothing can be more dangerous than to enter into negotia~ 
tions with the torics, or even to labor under the fufpicion of it at this time. 
Our friends here are in perfect good health and good humour, and very much 
your humble fervants. 

Since writing thus far, we have been alarmed with the news of fome fecret 
expedition of the czar’s, which ftorm, it is thought probable, will fall upon 
Sweden, as you will fee by my private letter in Mr. Tilfon’s hand. | I muft 
bes of you to exert yourfelf, and to fend us fome comfortable news on this moft 
important occafion, where the fafety and intereft of his majefty’s Britifh and 
German dominions are evidently conneéled and infeparable, which topick I 
hope you will not be afraid to enlarge upon in your anfwer. You will cafily 
judge of what importance it is, that our apprchenfions, and the provifion of 
moncy neceffary to be made in confequence of them (which you may depend 
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upon it, will not be touched, without the moft prefling exigency) fhoutd re- 
main an entire fecret to.every body, except the duke of Newcaftle, to whom, 
I defire you would communicate my letters, and excufe me to his grace for not 
troubling him with a repetition of the fame matters. J need not tell you how 
nearly the king has this affair at heart; and what fatisfaftion your entering 
heartily into it will give; and tho’ it muft occafion an additional expence, in 
cafe matters fhould come to bear, yet the engagements of our treaties, and the 
danger with which England would be threatened, from fuch an acquifition of 
the czar’s, will certainly fully juftify it to the parliament. Pray let the duke . 
of Newcaftle know, that I take great comfort in the advances made to him by 
lord Lechmere; and that I think care fhould be taken to cultivate the good 
difpofition he appears to be in at prefent. The marfhal writes at large to the 
duke of Newcaftle, by the meflenger. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Relates his fuccefiful conteft with baron Sparre, Bernfdorf, and Carteret, about 
the affairs of Sweden.—TIs treated by the king with fuperior confidence.-Un- 
fuccefsful cabals of Carteret with fome of the Hanoverians. 


I Have received the favour of your private letter of the 1gth July, but be- 

fore I come to anfwer the particulars contained in it, I muft acquaint you 
with a ftruggte I have had here with M. Bernftorf and lord Carteret, which 
has ended as well as could be wilhed. Some days ago, baron Sparre defired 
a conference with me on thefubjcét “of the czar’s intended cxpedition, and 
preffed me very much to affit him in obtaining for his maftcr an immediate 
fupply of 10,000/. I did not at firfl fhew mytfclf very averfe to this propofal, 


being willing to Icarn from him, how far his court were alarmed with the czar’s 


propofitions, and what fteps they intended to take towards oppofing them: 
but upon farther converfation, I plainly difcovered, that they were in no great 
fear in Sweden on this event, perfuading themfelves, that if the czar fhould 
efpoufe the duke of Holftein’s intereft with an armed force, or fhould even 
pretend to influence the diet by appearing on their coafts, fuch a violence and 
indignity would-turn to the king of Sweden’s advantage; and he made no. 
difficulty to own to me, that the only ule intended to be made of the 10,0001. - 
was to enable the king of Sweden to carry fome points in the dict. You will 
eafily: believe, that after fuch a confeffion, 1 could not think it for our matter’s 
fervice, to advife him to an expence, neither juflifiable by our treaties, nor of 


ay 
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any fervice towards averting the prefent danger, and which might have opened 
the way for repeated applications of the fame nature. 

The next day after Sparre had been with me, I met Bernftorf and lord Car- 
terct in the king's antichamber, and could eafily perceive by their difcourfe, 
that Sparre’s demand had been made in concert with them, fince Mr. Bernftorf 
not only preffed my advifing the king to grant that fum, but urged the necef- 
fity of fending to England for fix or eight men of war to join the Danilh fleet. 
1 remonftrated to him, that the fending for fo infignificam a {quadron, might 
indeed help to inflame the prefent difcontents in England, and to alarm and 
affect publick credit, but could not poflibly be of the Ieaft fervice for oppofing 
any attempt of the czar, fince before any fuch thips could be fitted out for the 
Baltick, the ftroke (if any were really intended) muft be ftruck, and the ad. 
vanced feafon of the year, as it muft foon fend home the czar’s fleet, fo it would 
probably oblige ours to return within a week or fortnight after its arrival; and 

even fuppofing our fhips at prefent in’ the Baltick, yet the Danifh fleet (which 
confifts of na.more than ten) joined te fo inconfiderable a number of ours, 
would not be in a condition to make head againft a force fo much fuperior as the 
czar’s (including his galleys) is reprefented to be; befides, that it is not yet cer- 
tain on what fide the ftorm would fall. Notwithftanding my arguments, he fill 
perfifted in the fame fentiments; and went in to the king, full of the neceffity of 
{ending both for fhips and money from England. In the mean time, I difcourfed 
with lord Carteret, whom I found agreeing with Bernftorf, or at leaft for fend- 
ing to lord Berkley to have the fhips in readinefs, which propolal appeared to 
me more abfurd than Bernftorf’s; fince fuch a preparation would equally have 
alarmed the nation without any poffibility of our reaping the feaft beneht from it. 

As foon as Bernftorf came out, we went into the king together, where the 
point was fairly battled, and I had the fatisfattion to find the king entirely 
agree with me in opinion, and for the fame reafons, to the no {mall mortifica- 
tion of my antagonift. His majefty is fenfible, that Bernftorf and my col- 
league had been even aftifting and inftru€iting Sparre in the folicitation he 
fhould make, and for this reafon, he does not doubt, but we fhall foon have 
the fame demand renewed from Stockholm, in a more artful and authentic 
manner, on the foot of the affiftance Mipulatec by onr treaty. But befides, 
that by that time all thoughts of a fquadron from England mult be over, his 
majefly is firmly refolved not to affift Sweden with a farthing of money, till the 
eafe of the treaty fhall aQually exift, and fome method fhalt be propofed, that 
may be judged effettual for averting the common danger. And tho’ his ma- 
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Peried Iu. jefty defires above all things, that fuch a fum of money as I mentioned in. my 
1720t04727-Jaft, may be yot ready againft any fudden emergency (which will be fo effee~ 


1723. 


tual a fervicc, that I cannot .fufficiently recommend it to your care) yet he 
has viven me orders to affure you in the moft exprefs terms, that not a farthing 
of it fhall be touched, except in the cafe of fuch evident and extenfive danger 
as fhall fully juftify fuch an expence to a Britifh parliament; and I have the 
ftrongeft affurances from the manner in which Bernftorf was treated, and what 
the king faid to me of him on this .occafion, that neither he nor any of the 
minifters here will be able to prevail with his majefty to depart from thefe 
refolutions. 

You will fee by the copy of Mr. Finch’s Jetter enclofed in my publick dif- 
patch, that the alarm is not hitherto very great in Sweden, which his majefly 
is much pleafed with, as favouring his intentions of refufing both the fhips and 
money, and he has ordered me to take occafion from that letter to treat this 
expedition of the czar as of no great confequence; promifing to do the fame, 
on his part. Tho’ lord Carteret came to me late laft night to let me know 
that Bernftorf had news of the czar’s being feen at fea, holding his courfe to- 
wards Sweden, with Holftein and Swedith colours; yet if fome advices, which 
I have feen this day from Peterfburgh are true, he has not embarked any of the 
forces intended, and the whole expedition is like to end in exercifing his 
failors. . 

I have the fatisfa€lion to affure you, that as I never faw the king in righter 
difpofitions, even in relation to thofe interefts towards which he may naturally 
be fuppofed fomewhat partial, fo I never at any time fince I had the honour to 
Serve him, was ufed with half the confidence, and vilible marks of diftin€tion, 
that I have met with fince my being here, which as it cannot fail by degrees to 
undeceive people in England, fo 1 hope it will make you and the reft of our 
friends lefs folicitous in pufhing particular points againft your adverfaries. 

I am forry to find lord Bolingbroke’s affair continues to make ill blood among 
our friends. I think you were entirely right in keeping clear of any further 
engagements with him; and fince it will be abfolutely neceflary for us to reft 
on the whig bottom, I think this fhould make us double our disigence to keep 
well with the bifhops, which I hope you will attempt by all opportunities that 
offer. I hear nothing of Bolingbroke’s coming hither as yets and wilh for 
many reafons his vifit may be prevented. 

The king continues his refolution of apning 8 no paper relating to his Britifh 
affairs, but in my prefence, 


My 
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My brother Carteret fet out with making his court to Bernftorf, countef{y Period IT. 
Platen, and madame de Wendt, an old friend of lord Sunderland, who is fup- reall 


pofed to govern the countefs, and I fuppofe he hoped to make ufe of Schrader, 
Pleffen, and fuch little emiffaries and intelligencers, brought up to lying and 
intrigue. I make it my chicf bufincfs to pay my court to our mafter; and 
to preferve the confidence of our old friends, taking care at the fame time to 


1723. 


fhew all the civilities I fafely can, to the others. I {ee no reafon hitherto to | 


repent of the intereft I have made choice of, tho’ my brother fecretary, I be- 
lieve, does, if I may judge by the countenance of his friends, and by his be- 
haviour to me, which grows more fupple than it was at firft. As for Bernftorf, 
his own creatures acknowledge that he has lefs credit with the king than ever. 
If there be a place in the world whete fa€tion and intrigue are natural and in 
fafhion, it is here, which makes it no eafy tafk for a Rranger to behave him- 
felf inoffenfively: however, I am very fure, I have loft no friend, and 1 think 
Lhave made no enemy; tho’ it is not a very agreeable fituation to be eter- 
nally upon one’s guard from all quarters. I muft again repeat to you, that 
all here goes on as well as could be wifhed; but I earneftly recommend to you, 
that my private letters, and particularly what I wrote in my laft, may be im. 
parted to no one living, but the duke of Newcaftle. Things are oftca re» 


ported back hither unaccountably ; and the freedom we ufe in writing to one. 


another, might be of the laft ill confequence, if it were even fufpetted. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO ROBERT WALPOLE, 


King warmly commends Walpole, and is inclined’ to follow his advice. 
DEAR SIR, « Hanover, Avgufl 11, 1723, 
YOUR letter of the 23d of July, relating to the grand affair, was entirely 

to our matter’s fatisfattion. I afked him yeflerday, upon fhewing him 
my anfwer to it, whether I had not made you too many compliments; he faid, 
that was impoflible; you never had your equal in bufinefs, with many more 
warm expreffious of the fame kind. You will fee by my letter, in Mr, Til. 


fon’s hand, that our accounts of the czar’s expedition vary, and there is good - 


reafon to hope his forces are not embarked, tho’ Bernitorf labours to have the 
contrary believed, and to keep up the alarm, in which he is feconded by my 
colleague. But I have the fatisfaétion to find the king perfeétly Ready to the 
fentimer.ts I mentioned in my laft, fo that you may depend upon it, without 


the moft evident and‘immediate neceflity, not a penny will be touched; but 
we 
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we fhall fave both our money and credit. I agree with you entirely in your 
reafonings on this affair: and you may be affured,-I fhall not advife the king 
to take the lead, much lefs to enter the lifts alone againft the czar and his 
Swedith pretender, except fome unforefeen accident fhould make it abfolutely 
neceflary for the common fafety. 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 


Rife of the flocks.—Flourifhing flate of public credit. 
(Auguft 30, 1723.) YOU cannot but obferve the late rife of our flocks. 


- South Sea was actually fold on Monday at 110. But the bulls and bears have 


funk it again to betwixt feven and eight. I had the good fortuse to tell his 
majefty before he went, that I thought it would come to this price before Mi- 
chaelmas. This rife was nothing imaginary, not at all tac eff of art, ‘The 
public credit is now in fo flourifhing a condition, that upon fume dithculties 
the duchefs of Marlborough had a mind to make in that loan, I could have had 
200,000/, in land tallies, with the intercf upon them, which was about 
125. 6d.; in all gl. 12s. 6d.; and I think it is plain we fhall have the 
whole fupply of next year at 3 per cent. even without the Marlborough money ; 
and I flatter myfelf, that the next feffion of parliament will bring no difcredit 
to thofe that have the honour to ferve the king in his revenue. 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO SIR LUKE SCHAUB. 


Condoles with him on the death of cardinal du Bois. 


Whitehall, Auguft 5, 1723. 

Received yelterday the melancholy account of the death of the cardinal; 
and as the lofs of a minifter of his great abilities and good difpofition can- 
not bui fenfibly affe& every body that wifhed well to the common caufe; I can 
affure you, I bear my juft fhare of this publick misfortune. As to you in pars - 
ticular, the lofs of {0 good and powerful a friend, muft be an affliction almoft 
inconfolable. I condole with you upon your own account. ‘Tis impoffible 
to doubt, but your endeavours for the fervice of his majefty will, upon this 
occafion, not only be continued, but as it may be more neceffary, doubly ex- 
erted, till matters are entirely fettled, under this great and important change; 
and we muft all promife ourfelves great fuccefs from your application and 
great experience. You have upon all accounts my good wifhes, and may 
command 
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command my belt fervices. I thought it not improper, on this occafion, to Period II, 


give the duke of Orleans the trouble of a letter. 1 have likewife wrote to 
the count de Morville; and defire you will with my beft compliments, de- 
liver the letters to them. 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND, 


Will provide the 200,0001. but irufls there will be no occafion to employ it.— 
Enforces the neceffity of not being precipitate, and flroncly recommends 
cautious meafures,—Lord Bolingbroke betrays to him lord Carteret’s ine 
drigues with the tories, and propofes a coalition of the torics with Town 
fhend and Walpole, who warmly objeéts to the meafure. 

Whitehall, July 23—-Augutt 3, 1723, 
Hope the anfwer I have fent you, concerning this great affair, will be to 
the king’s and your lordfhip’s fatisfattion. The 150,000/. may certainly 

Be had; but it is out of that provifion, I made upon a fuppofition, that the 

king might poffibly flay later than Chriftmas; fo that both fervices cannot pofs 

fibly be anfwered; which I prefume you will make his majefty fenfible of. 

At the fame time, I candot but with from my heart, that this money may not 

be demanded; and if it can be avoided, I hope your lordfhip will Jet it take 

that turn, nor do I fee how it can be employed at ail by way of prevention; 
for if the ezar’s fleet was ready to fail, my agreement for this fubfidy will come 
too late, and the blow be ftruck before a force can be got ready to repel it. 

For my part, I enter much into that part of your lordfhip’s reafoning, to be as 

well as we can with the new king, or at Ieaft to fhew a difpofition to be fo. If 

we cnter precipitately into any engagement upon this oceafion, we fhall not 
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carry the nation, nor perhaps the parliament along with us; bur if we wait, 


and are driven into it, it will be fcen and be thought to be the intcreft of 
Great Britain alone, that made us engage; and 1 do not know, whether this 
attempt of the czar, coming upon us fo much by furprife, may not be more 
fortunate, than a more carly intelligence. In a word, my politics are to keep, 
Sree from all engagements, as long as we poffibly can. You'll forgive my fudm 
den, and poffihly very improper thoughts upon a fubjel, that I am but little acu 
quainted wiih; but Iam mightily inclined to be cautious. 

You may be fure, I fhall not negleétturning my thoughts towards the bufi- 
nefs of next fefhons,-but if any fuch things as we are now talking of fhould hap~ 


pen, there is an end of all that at once. 
I fube 
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I fubmit it further to your lordfhip’s confideration, whether it is not worth 
thinking of; what will be our condition, if we are the only power in all Europe 
that enters immediately into this quarrel? If the Swedifh nation are ready for 
a revolution, as the ill humours now prevailing feem to portend, it will be 
impoflible to prevent it; and we fhall have made the new king our enemy, who 
might poflibly pretend otherwife to take the part, that the jacobites have a long 
time flattered themfelves he will, it will all be imputcd to this provocation of 
ours. France has, I apprehend, been a long time in negociation with the 
¢zar; can France be ignorant of this meafure; or what part will France aét 
upon.this occafion? In fhort, I wifh to God, we may at leaft for a little time 
remain neuters, and look on, if all the reft of Europe does the fame thing. 
But all this I fubmit to your better judgement. 

Lord Bolingbroke was with me laft week, and fl:ewed me the two letters he 
received from your lordfhip and lord Carteret: the letters were as unlike 


“to one another, as the authors, and I affure you your brother fecretary {iid 


not one word of future fervices, but gave him a bare dry compliment. This 
is agreable to the part they all a¢t here to keep themfelves entirely clear of all 
engagements. I fpoke very plainly to lord B. in the fame manner, I had 
talked before, and gave him no hopes, that we would hazard the king’s affairs 
by rafhly undertaking any thingin parliament. But what [had chiefly to ac- 
quaint you with, was what lord B. faid upon another fubje&. He introduced 
the converfation, with excufing himfelf for entering into any negociation, which 
he would, or would not proceed upon, as I fhould approve. He told me, he 
had held feveral converfations with fir William Windham and lord Bathurft, 


who {poke to him in their own names, and in the name of lord Gower: they 


declared themfelves weary of the fituation they were in, and ready to: enter, 


into any meafures with your lordfhip, and your humble fervant. They faid 


they were in meafures with lord Carteret all laft winter, and correfponded fre~ 
quently with him by meffages, that the concert was with thofe three, and lord 
Anglelea, and ford Carteret; that Carteret had frequently preffed them to 


‘attack me perfonally, and that Anglefea was always on that fide of the queftion; 


that this correfpondence was founded upon repeated affurances of an une 
doubted fuperior intereft, fufhcient to fupport them, and continued till his 
lordhhip’s departure; that they now thought themfelves deceived by him, and 
were defirous to rid themfelves of the difagreeable fituation they were in, by 
renouncing jacobitifm, &c, I anfwered it was both impoffible and unadvifable 
for me to enter into any {uch negociation, and told lord Bolingbroke, I thought 

he 
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he was doing a moft imprudent thing, who was to expeét his falvation from a Period I+ 
whig parliament, to be negotiating to bring in a lett of tories; that if this fhould cenmaieaa hy 
be known, his cafe would be defperate in parliament ; and defircd and advifed 1723. 
him to give this anfwer to his friends, as from his own farther recollcHion: 

and that he thought it not proper upon confideration to mention it to me, 

which he feemed to acquiefce in, and to be fatisfied. I need not obferve to 

you: here is a dire& confeffion of Carteret’s dealing with the tories through 

out all laft f{effion, which they are very explicit in. 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 


Mentions rumours of divifions among the king’s minifters at Hanover.—From 
whence they ortginate:—Confequences of thefe rumours if not cheched.—Ex-~ 
treme tranquillity in England. 

MY LORD, Whitchall, Auguft 30, 1723. 
Avoid as much as I can, troubling your Iordfhip with all the idle ftories and Townfhend 
reports that are fpread about here, tho’ they come all from your fide, pr 

leaft when they return upon the rebound, they may be either magnified or 

reprefented in fuch colours, and made ufe of to fuch purpofes as the authors 
of them firft defign’d they fhould. I think it proper juft to mention them to 
you, with a general remark or two, which I think indeed applicable to them 
all. They are fent over either with a view to keep up divifions here among 
the king’s friends and fervants, and to countenance people in forming intrigues 
and oppofition, as if a fufficient intereft was form’d at Hanover to fupport 
them; or if they are of another fort, they are to be the matter of complaint, 
and the reports which arife and are invented by themfelves, are made ule of as 

__ arguments of defigns carrying on againft them. Of thefe forts, are the feveral 

reports that have fill’d the town, of the great differences betwixt the two fe~ 

cretaries at Hanover, of lord Carteret’s being foon expected back in England, 
reprefented by fome as a defign to form a new miniftry in conjunétion with 
himfelf, by others as returning in difgrace. 

Another report that has obtained very much is, that lord Carterett had en- 
deavour'd or procured the bringing over the counteffe of Platen intg En- 
gland. ’Tis great pity, my lord, that fome check cannot be given to thefe 
proceedings, which altho’ they may feem trivial have their ill effe€ts: all that 
I can fay is, when I am fure, I know from what quarter they do not come, 
it feems not hard to gueffe from whence they have fource. And I find thefe 
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reports are not confin’d to England; but my fon, who return’d hither laft 
night from Paris, tells me there they talk of nothing more, and talk as they 
are varioufly affe&ted; but the ftory of the lady’s journey is received there 
as a fettled point. Thefe ftories, and the different reafonings upon them,. 
and the True Briton, are the only things that caufe the leaft difturbance here: 
we are otherwife in a ftate of tranquillity and fatisfattion beyond what I have 
ever known; but you may depend upon'it, the profpett of changes will alle. 
ways animate the difcontented and dilaffe@ed. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Anxious to facilitate the acceptance of the overtures from the king of Pruffia—— 
Ill effetts of the projects for eftablifhing an Eaft India company-at es — 
Unexpetted arrival of Bothmar. 

‘Hanover, Wednefday, Sept. 8, 17236 
OU will fee by the office letter, that I have got the king’s leave to fend 
over for a full power for myfelf, in which I have likewife got lord Car- 
teret inferted, with a defign of making ufe of it at the court of Berlin, if there 
fhould be occafion. The king of Pruffia has made all imaginable court to 
the king our malter, and has ufed all poffible endeavours to get him over to 

Berlin. His majefty has certainly very little inclination for this journey; and 

has not hitherto declared his refolution upon it, but I live in hopes that he 

will conquer his averfion, and not refufe fo trifling a compliance, which may 
epen the way to a better underftanding between the two crowns, A neigh- 
bouring prince, fo nearly related, fo well affe&ted to the proteftant caufe, who 
has a ftanding force of 80,000 men:vand fuch an extent of dominions as the 
king of Pruffia, is certainly worth gaining even upon much harder terms; and 

I am fatisfied nothing would contribute more to bring the gzar to reafon, and 

to facilitate our treaty with him, than the renewing our ancient alliances with 

Pruffia, which I fhail therefore labour all I can. 

I have had a letter from governor Harrifon, in which he tells me, that the 
fpirit of the Eaft India company is fo broken by the Oftend projcét, that they 
neither think of puttifig up any tea at the next fale, nor of making any exe 
ports the next feafon. How far this will affcét our cuftoms, and damp credit, 
you cannot but be fenfible; and I fhould be glad you would take an oppor~ 
tunity to difcourfe with him, and try to put a little new life into the company. 
This makes it ftill more neceflary for me to renew my requcft to you of gets 

ting 
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ting a fcheme for the enfuing feffions, fo far digefted, that I may be able to 
communicate the heads of it to the king, about the time that it will be necef- 
fary for him to think of returning; and I muft again repeat to you, that no- 
theng will gain his heart more than the ftriking out fome good plan for the 
benefit of trade and credit. Mr. Pefters begins now to hope that the States 
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will come to more vigorous refolutions than they have hitherto taken in relas _ 


tion to the Oftend trade, which I fhall be very glad to find confirmed. 

Count Lippe’s ftory of the countefs of Platen, is certainly a lye. Iam in- 

formed from very good hands, that fhe has not the leaft thought of going for 
England. Neither do I find any thing that looks like it in her converfations, 
the’ I have often the honour of her company, and am well with fome other 
ladies that are in her good graces, as you may perhaps foon find to your coft. 
I fhall take care to bring you off as cheap as I can; but I muft defire you 
to do honour to my demands, which will not bee very extravagant, 
It was a great furprize to me, to find count Bothmar juft upon his arrival 
here, without any previous intiligence from you of the motives of his journey. 
The purchafe of an eftate in Mekleubourg, is the pretence given out, but I 
believe he is not very formidable, let his views be what they will. Some days 
ago, my old tormenter, monfieur Petkum, had the impertinence to make his 
perfonal appearance heare, it coft me a hundred pounds to fend him packing 
the next day, for which I muft take the liberty to draw on Mr. Lowther, by 
the nexi meflenger. 

My colleague* is gone out a fhooting for fome days; he feems to be pretty 
much at the ftand, what courfe to fteer next, having no great reafon hitherto 
to be fatisfied with his negotiations. Our friends here, fend their fervices to 
you and the duke of Newcaftle, to whom I defire my belt relpeéts. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 
Motives for propofing to fend Horace Walpole to Paris,—Secret objetls of his 
mifion.—His wnfirudions. 
Hanover, Sept. 21, 1723. 


THE occafion of my difpatching this meffenger to you, is an affau of great 


importance, which muft be managed with the utmoft fecrecy, being known’ 


at prefent to no one but his majefty and mylelf. His majeftyshas received 
fome advices from Paris, that the duke of Orleans fince the death of cardinal 
du Bois, has recalled to court count Nocé, with whom the duke had always 
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lived in the greateft intimacy, but whom the cardinal forced him -to part withs 
that Nocé, fince his return, bas refumed the great fhare he formerly had in the 
duke’s confidence, and is (as Homer, fir Luke Schaub’s fecretary, writes to 
Mr. Balaquier) particularly trufted and employed in the affairs relating to 
England; that Nocé has conceived an irreconcileable averfion againft Schaub, 
as fuppofing him to have been inftrumental with the cardinal in procuring his 
difgrace. You muft be fenfible that nothing can be of greater importance to 
the king, than to be rightly informed of the truth of the foregoing faéts, fince 
the maintaining the good underftanding with France, which was fo happily 
eftablifhed by the cardinal’s good offices, may in a great meafure depend upon 
it; for the duke of Orleans, however well difpofed and capable of judging for 
himfelf, is by a peculiar eafinefs of temper, the moft liable of any man living 
to put himfelf under the dire&ion of thofe who have his confidence, and 
thereby fufceptible of any impreffions they think fit to give him.” This good 
underftanding therefore cannot long be preferved, if one fo near him as the — 
count de Nocé is reprefented to be, fhould not only withdraw his confidence 
from the king’s minifters at that court, but perhaps out of perfonal pique and 
refentment to that minifter, fhould carry his averfion ftill farther to the affairs 
he is charged with from his majefty. 

But as on one hand, it is of great importance to the king to be apprifed, 
as foon as poffible, of the real fituation of affairs in France, fo on the other 
hand, it will require great caution and addrefs to come at the truth in fuch a 
manner, as may neither hurt fir Luke Schaub’s credit with the duke of 
Orleans, nor create a jealoufy in fir Luke, of the king’s intending to withdraw 
his confidence from him. Uporr thefe confiderations, his majefty has thought it 
not advifeable to fend any one direély to France from this place, which could 
not have been done without noife, and giving umbrage of one kind or other, 
but has rather chofe to have formebody on whofe fidelity and dexterity he can 
depend, fet out from England, and take Paris in his way hither, under pre- 
tence of a curiofity to fee that place, and without owning to any one living, the 
bufinefs he is employed in. And his majefty, having been pleafed to turn his 
thoughts on my brother Horace Walpole for that fervice, as one who has ac. 
quitted himfelf well in former negotiations, and is acquainted with the general 
ftate of foreign affairs, and who having been expefted here by every body all 
this fummer, ‘his leaving England at this time will occafion no new fpeculae 
tion; 1am therefore to defire you to prevail with him to undertake the jour- 
ney immediately; and it is his majefty’s pleafure, that he fhould obferve the 

following 
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following inftruGtions. He is in the firft place, to take care to avoid giving Period 111. 
the leaft fufpicion of his being fent by the king to Paris, and his coming thi- pana 
ther, muft appear to be nothing but the effcéts of his own curiofity to fee the 1723. 
place. He is. to ufe as much freedom and opennefs towards fir Luke Schaub, 

as is confiftent with concealing the real intent of his journey, and is to learn 

from Hini,’as much as he eafilyican, of the prefent fituation of affairs in France, 
without betraying the leaft jealouly?ef any decay of fir Luke's credit, or 
preffing to know more than he is ready to impart to him. H¢e is to wait on 

the duke of Orleans, or not, as it is thrown in his way, and is to fee as many 

of the French minifters as he can, without creating fufpicion, particularly M. de 
Morville and the count de Nocé; and in his general converfations, is to enlarge 

(as from himfelf and from his own knowledge only) on the firm defice which the 

king and thofe who have the honour to be employed by him, have to preferve 

a perfeét good underftanding with France, and to repair the lofs which both 
“nations have fuftained in the death of the cardinal, by keeping up the fame 

ftri& friendthip with thofe who fucceed him in the care of publick. affairs. 

But the main drift of all his converfations muft be to learn (without appearing 

to affeét it) in what degree of confidence M. de Morville and the count de 

Nocé ftand with the regent, and how each of them is affetted towards the king 

our mafter, and towards keeping a good underftanding with England, as alfo 
perfonally towards fir Luke Schaub and one another. For avoiding all fufpicion 

Mr. Walpole muit forbear writing to me by the poft; but as foon as he has 
informed himfelf as thoroughly as he can, of the abovementioned particulars, 

and of the ftate of the French affairs in general, he muft dilpatch to me pri~ 

vately fome trufty fervant, whom he mufi take along with him for that purpole, 

with a full relation of what is come to his knowledge, and under pretence of 

vifiting fome of the neighbouring palaces, &c. &c. muft take occalion to ftay 

in France, till he receives his majefty’s farther orders. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO ROBERT WALPOLE, 


Obtains the miffion of Horace Walpole to Parts, without the knowledge of lord 
Carterct.—Good effeéts to be derived from that event. 
DEAR SIR, Hanover, Sept. 25, 1723. 
OU will fee by the enclofed, which the king has feen and appraved of, that Hardwicke 
Ihave had the good fortune to bring about in a quiet way, and without Papers. 
our colleague’s being confulted, what we of all things had the moft reafon to Copy. 
wifh 
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the court of France. For tho’ my brother Horace Walpoleé’s inftru@ions, 
are not to own to any one living, his being employed by the king (which he 
muft be fure ftrittly to comply with, that we may be irreproachable on that 
head) yet all the world will cafily comprehend;:that he does not take Paris in 
his way to Hanover, merely out of curiofity, or without the king’s approba- 
tion. And if he executes his commiffion with his ufual dexterity, the effect 
will either be, that. he will make fuch difcoveries, as muft end in getting 
Schaub recalled; or at leaft that Schaub, finding we have credit enough to get 
fo near a relation fent over to fuperintend him, will fo far confider his own 
fituation, as to aét in a more open and fincere manner towards us, and think 
it neceflary to make a merit to himfelf of appearing to ¢hrow that intcreft into 
our hands, which after fuch a tacit declaration in our favour, it may no longer 


_ be in his power to withold from us. And as that intere{t has hitherto been 


the ~hief, and is at prefent in a manner the only hold and fupport of our an. 
tazouslts, this affair, if managed with difcretion, will wound them in the moft 
vital and fenfible part; and being therefore of fuchgreat confequence to us, 
I hope you will prevail with my brother Horace, to undertake the journey 
without any difficulty or delay. 

I would advife him not to mention any thing to fir Luke Schaub, or the 
French minifters, of the match that is in agitation for the countefs of Platen’s 
daughter with M. de la Vrilliere, except they take notice of it to him firft; 
in which cafe he is to exprefs himfelf {trongly for it; that we may fleer clear 


of the imputation of defigning to obftruét it; it being what our friends here 


are all well inclined to. I defire that your an{wer, to be cnclofed, may be fe~ 
parate, and fuch as it may be proper to fhew to the king. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Intrigues to obtain the appointment of marfhal Hartenberg to be firft minifter.— 
Townfhend carries iis point. —Gains the confidence of the duchefs of Kendal, 
—Procures the place of commiffary for Walpole’s friend, in oppofition to the 
carncft recommendation of lords Cadogan and Carteret.—-Lord Middleton’s. 
letter to his fon on Wood's patent. 


Hanover, 
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Hanover, O8. 2, 1723. 

Am now able to fend you an account of the whole progrefs and happy ter- 

mination of an affair, which has given me the only folid uneafinefs I have 
felt fince my being here, and which looked fo unpromifing in fore of its af- 
peéts, that I did not care to alarm you with any part of it, till all was over, and 
it had taken its turn one way or other. 

While we were extremely intent on guarding againft the attacks of our ene- 
mics, and had all the fuccefs that way which could be defircd; it happened, 
that the indifcretion of fome of our friends, had like to have ended in worfe 
confequences than the utmoft efforts of the former could have brought about. 
The marefchal, ever fince his being here, has been labouring in the moft eager 
and impatient manner to get himfelf declared miniftcr: and not being able to 
carry his point with’ that eafe and expedition he wifhed for, he threatened, 
and certajnly had thoughts of quitting the king’s fervice altogether, and car- 
ricd his indifcretion fo far as to grow very negligent in his attendante, and 
even to withdraw himfelf from court for fome weeks, under frivolous pre- 
tences. But this was not all; for tho’ the duchefs a€ted a very fincere part 
towards him in this affair, and ftrained her intereft, perhaps farther than was 
advifeable, to gratify his eagerncfs and ambition; yct the marefchal, partly thro’ 
impatience, and partly thro’ a falfehood and indircétnefs, too habitual to him 
(of which I fhall be able to give you ftronger proofs than I wifh for, when we 
meet) could not forbear making his court privatcly to perfons of the oppofite 
fa€tion, and looking out for affiftance in that quarter, from whence accounts 
of all his praétifes were conftantly brought round to the duchefs. 

This infidelity, in one whom the duchefs honoured with her chief confi- 
dence, has, you may be fure, given her great uneafinefs. However, it has 
had the immediate good effe&, of making her more open and unreferved to. 
wards me, and I believe, I may venture to fay, fhe repofcs a more entire 
confidence in me at prefent, than in any other perfon about the king. I was 
very true to the marefchal in his grand affair, and notwithfRanding the difco- 
veries that have been made, advifed the duchefs to prefs his being declared 

'minifter, in which fituation it is very poffible, he may fignify lefs than he did 
before. At leaft he will ferve to exclude fome more dangerous perfon from 
being brought over to England, and will fave us from the difficulties and un- 
certaintizs that always attend a change of hands. I neither did, nor could 
(after fe things that are come to my knowledge) endeavour to re-eftablifh 


the maref:nal’s charaéter of integrity with the duchels, and as I believe it mo- 
rally 
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rally impoffible, that he fhould ever regain her confidence entirely, the bring~ 
ing him back to England muft, I think, of courfe have the effeét of throwing 
her into our hands, where I am fure neither the king nor fhe have, or fhall 
difcover any falfehood. The event has been, that the king has promifed the 
marefchal to take him into the miniftry ; and I believe it will be done before 
the journey to Berlin, which was declared yefterday, tho’ the time of his ma- 
jefty’s fetting out, is not yet fixed. He is ftill to keep his marcfchall’s place, 
and his going back to England, is made an expref{s condition of his nomination. 
This has fet all right again, and the marefchal and I are as dear friends as 
ever, fetting afide a little fhynefs and aukwardnefs on his part, which I verily 
believe is owing to the confcioufnefs of his own wrong behaviour and infin- 
cerity, fince I am very fure he can have nothing to obje& to me in this whole 
affair. 

At the fame time, the marefchal was playing thefe tricks, M. Hattorf had 
taken a pofitive refolution not to return any more. to England) ‘Tho’ his 
motives were certainly only the want of health, and the inconveniences arifing 
from his own private affairs, (his fincerity and integrity being above all {ufpi- 
cion), yet this added very much to my uneafinefs, as it opened a way for 
taking fome other German over. But upon the duchefs and my affurances 
of fuch returns of friendfhip from you and me, as his moft irreproachable 
conduét towards the king, and kind inclination towards us, very well deferve, 
he has altered his mind, and will certainly go over; fo that upon the whole, I 
hope every thing will ftand on the fame good foot as formerly, with this only 
difference and advantage, that the marefchal by his great dexterity will have 
transferred the afcendant with the duchefs from himfelf to us, and may for the 
future {tand more in need of our affiftance than we of his. 

Lord Carteret told me a few nights ago, that he had feen a letter from the 
chancellor of Ireland to his fon* (who I fuppofe is fent hither chiefly for the 
fake of carrying on a private correfpondence with lord Carteret) taking notice 
that the coinage of farthings and halfpence for Ireland gave great offence in 
that kingdom; and would probably be inquired into by their parliament. I 
told his lordfhip, that I underftood this affair of the coinage to have been fet 
on foot in lord Sunderland’s time, and to have been only perfeéted now: that it 
was thought not only agreeable, but neceflary to that kingdom; and that even 
if it were otherwife, it ill becomes his majefty’s chancellor to be forward in 


® Alan Brodrick. This letter is printed among the letters on Wood’s patent. 
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ooking out for gricvances to clog his majefty’s fervice. He told me that a 
coinage had been defired by our plantations in America in lord Sunderland’s 
time, but that he never heard of Ireland’s having defired it; but he faid he 
would write lord Middlcton word, that as the coinage was an inherent prero- 
gative of the crown, he did not fee what cither houfe of parliament could have 
toobjef toit. I give you this hint, that you may confider what objcétions 
that affair is liable to, and may give the duke of Grafton notice that this is 
likely to be one of the rubs that will be thrown in his way. 

The king will go dire€lly from Berlin to the Gochrde, and our fcheme will 
be to prevail with him to fet out for England about the goth of November, 
N. S. but this will depend fo much on the weather, and the diverfion he meets 
with in hunting, that no conje€ture can be made, what fuccefs our folicitations 
are likely to meet with. If the affair of the fupplics fhould make it abfolutely 
neceffary for his majcfty to meet the parliament before Chriftmas, I defire 

-you would Ict me know it, as foon as you can, and that you would in that 
cafe, about the latter end of this month, O.S. fend me over fuch a letter as 
may be proper to be fhewn to his majefty, {ctting forth the neceflity of his re~ 
turn in ftrong, tho’ refpe€tful terms. 

" TL received yeflerday morning your letter of the 13th September, with an 
account of the vacancy likely to happen by fir Williem Strickland’s death, and 
at noon lord Carteret and I had a fair battle before the king, he for Burroughs 
and I for Wefcomb. His lordfhip begun by faying, that lord Cadogan had 
recommended Burroughs, and had formerly obtained a promife in his favor, that 

“it was true Mr. Walpole, as he had heard, had propoled Wefcomb, but that he 
was fo much a creature of the duke of Argyle’s, that his lordfhip fuppofed his 
majefty would not think it proper to truft a poft of fuch confequcnce in rela. 
tion to military affairs in Wefcomb’s hands. I told the king, that 1 appre~ 
hended the difpute not to be whether Burroughs or Wefcomb fhould have 
this place (which was a matter in itfelf perfeétly indifferent to you and me) 
but whether lord Cadogan had fhewn himfclf fo very abftemious in point of 
profit, that his wajefty could think it for his fervice to have not only the army, 
but all pofts relating to it, and even fuch as were intended for a check and 
controul on the indire&t practices of officers, entirely fubje€led to lord Ca 
dogan and his friends, “That, as for Wefcomb, all that I knew of him was, 
that lord Carteret him{elf had formerly brought him to me, and recommended 
kim as a very honcft man, and that he had the good fortune to do his majcfty 
fome fervice by his difcoverys in Spain laft year. That as for his being a 
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prefent cafe, that this circumftance might poffibly make him a ftri€ter check 
without at all interfering with lord Cadogan’s command, which as his majefty 
knew, I had never endeavored to leffen or break in upon. The king’s anfwer 
was, “Vous avez raifon je veux que Wefcomb ait la charge ;"? and then he rebuked 
lord Carteret for infmuating, that this would interfere with the command, fmce 
a commiffary’s only bufinefs was to fee that his majefty and the public were 
not cheated. Perhaps you may have fome curiofity to know what my good 
colleague’s behavior was upon this victory. We came home very lovingly: 
together, and he was lavifh on his old topick, how well he intended to live 
with you and me. I beg that thefe particulars may not be mentioned to any 
body but the duke of Newcaftle; fince nothing would give his majefty greater 
offence, than our making any fuch affair a matter of wiumph, and the Icls we 
boaft, the more we fhall certainly have to boalt of. 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 


Horace Walpole gone to Paris with proper inflruétions.—Opinion of Law con- 
cerning count Nocé.—Lord Peterborough informs him of. the fituation and. 
fentiments of the duke of Orleans.—The removal of fir Luke Schaub nece/— 
fary.—Rumour that lord Carteret is going embaffador to France.—Accufes 
lord Midleton and the Brodericks of fomenting the difcontents in Ireland, 
on account of Wood’s patent. —Defends the coinage. 

MY LORD, Whitchall, O&. t——12, 1724 

Y brother Horace is gone this morning for France, and his inftruétions, 
and the part he is to a&t, are as well confidered and fettled betwixt us, 

as we are capable of doing. I have fecn Mr. Law feverall timcs fince I had 
your dire&tions how to behave io him, and have fhewn all rcafonable civilities, 
and am {ure I have fo ordered my brother’s journey to Paris with him, that 
he thinks Horace goes by his advice, and has nor the leaft fufpicion of any 
fuch thing being ordered from Hanover; he was very prefling with me, that 

Horace thould go that way, thought it would be of great ufe and fatisfaGlion 

to the duke of Orleans, to talk with one fo related. 1 tried in general cone 

verfation, to learn his opinion of count de N océ. He thinks him capricious, 
and not to be depended upon, and tho’ in other things, and in private life, he 
may have a great fhare of the duke of Orlcans’s favour and intimacy, he does 
not feem to apprehend that he will have much to do in bufinefs, 

I have 
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I have likewife heard my lord Peterborough’s account at full Jength of his 
Jaft travels; he boafts much of the good offices he did us with the duke of 
Orleans, thinks what he fays has great weight, and gives the {ame chara€ter of 
count de Nocé, as Mr. Law does. Thefe were the only two perfons, that I 
could apprehend, might be writing into France upon Horace’s going that way 5 
and as I was obliged, upon other occafions, to fee and difcourfe them, I thought 
it was proper to learn what I could of them, and give them a right way of 
thinking upon this occafion. Lord Pcterborough brought me perfonal coms 
pliments from the duke of Orleans, by his order, which I know to be true, 
becaufe both fir Luke and Mr. Crawford wrote me word it was lo: but as you 
know his cgnverfations are infinitely too long to bring within the compaffe of 
of a letter, ’tis necdleffe to think of giving you an account of them; but what 
concerns ourfelves, immediatcly, and perfonally, I think you fhould know. 
He fays, great pains havc been, and are taken, to this day, to perfuade the 


duke of Orleans, that a good underftanding betwixt him and us, is impra€ti~ 


cable; that we mult be look’d upon as occafional, and temporary friends to 
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France; that we have not the affetion of the king our mafter, but are em. - 


ploy’d out of neceffity only; that we are now loft too with the prince; and 
from thefe premifes, I think the inference is plain. He fays, the duke of Or- 
Jeans found among the late cardinai’s papers, feverall papers and correfpon- 
dencies with the cardinal, fir Luke Schaub, and lord Carterctt, upon thele 
fubjeéts, that have given the duke a great averfion and contempt for fir Luke; 
and all thefe things, he relates from the duke’s own mouth; and you may be 
fure, concludes with his anfwering and removing all thefe prejudices. But if 
he is a judge, or we are at all to believe what he fays, the removing Gr Luke 
Schaub would be an acceptable fervicc to the duke of Orleans. I had almoft 
forgott to tell you, that Bolingbroke is named in the correfpondencies, found 
among the cardinal’s papers; and he makes the defign of his (B's) wife come 
ing over laft year, a deep plot. 

I fuppoic vou will have heard by this time, of the report of lord Carterett’s 
going cmbaffadour to France; this I take to be another of their own ftories, 
yaifed by themlelves to be complained of. But perhaps it may furprife you to 
hear, that in the iaft letters from Paris, it is faid, a certain houfe is hired for 
Jord Carterett; and this fame account, in three letters that I kmew of, one from 
tord to lady Lanfdown, one from Henry Berkley to Mr. Pulteney, and one 
from a banker at Paris to Mr. Drummond. 


NDB Sir 
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Period IT. = Sir William Strickland being again upon the mending hand, I hear Cadogaw: 
Cail try another pull for his friend Burroughs, their fuperiority is now talk’d 
1723. up againas high as ever. I only tell you thefe things, juft as they happen, but 
mutt from hence take occafion to obferve to you, from that part of your laft 
lettcr, where you tell me, the ducheffle hopes I will take care to fet matters 
right in England; that it will be impoffible for me or any body elfe to do it, 
as long as things reft upon the foot they now are: they are form’d, cabal, and 
every where by their creatures declare openly again{ft us. We keep the con 
trary appearances; whatever events would contribute to give us creditt, in the 
eye of the world, we are filent upon, and muft not triumph; they not only 
boaft of the little advantages they do gain, but aflume to themfelves the creditt 
of thofe very things that are over-ruled againft them, that they are faid to do 
every thing, and we do nothing. But indeed, my lord, if this conteft is fuf- 
fer’d to fubfift, and the king will not be perfuaded to make it very plain on one 
fide or other, you’!l fee they’] begin the next feffion as they ended the laft; and 
I am fure ’tis impoffible to have lord chancellour, or lord Berkley, but by fhew- 
ing them that we have the powcr. The firft is out of town again; the late 
ter, with whom I din’d laft week, I thought again not:altogether fo warm and 
cordial as before, and thefe changes happen juft as they are inform’d, and 
think the wind blows. 
I fuppofe you make no doubt at all from what corner the attack in the 
Infh parliament, upon the copper coinage arifes; lord Middlcton indeed de- 
claring againft it, but his fon taking the lead with feverall warm, virulent, and fcur- 
rilous invectives; with his fon, join’d his fecretary, his purfe bearer, and three 
or four immediate dependants, who appear’d openly with violence. You ob- 
ferv’d, that previous notice was fent of this to Hanover; and furely ina pro- 
per time and manner the king may be convinced, with whom the Brodcricks 
are link’d, and by whom influenced, which was too notorious laft winter, to be 
at all doubted. Lord Carterett, in this attack, has different views; he flurs 
the duke of Grafion, he Hings dirt upon me, who pafs’d the patent, and makes 
* Probably fomebody * unealy, for whole fake it was done; and this is one of the inftances, 
the duchets . ; : : 
of Kendal, Wherein thefe that think themfelves in danger, begin to be upon the offenfive, 
And as I think a good ufe may be made of this, if it is rightly tarn’d, fo it may 
not be improper to apprife your lordfhip a little of the matter. I was appre~ 
henfive, and had notice of this defign before the parliament mett, and wrote 
accordingly twice to Ireland upon the {ubjc&; but it appears to me, that the 
thing took an unpopular turn, and thofe who fhould have ftein’d the torrent, 
rather 
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rather fell in with the popular cry, than fatt about oppofing it: the Brodericks 
brought it on with great precipitation, and without confidering, or indeed.un- 
derftanding the cafe; the parliament has come to the refolutions, of which I 
fend you a copy inclofed. And now I have feen the refolutions, and the fe~ 
verall objetions that were made againft the patent, which are likewife fent me 
over, I am aftonifhed that an affembly fhould come into fuch refolutions, that are 
all falfe in faét: and indeed I was:a good deal concerned till I faw what they 
did obje&, Jeafl by inadvertency or by being impos’d upon, we might out of 
adefire of doing the fervice have leit this flip through our fingers, lable to 
more obje@ions, than I was aware of. But moft certainly: ’tis not fo; and 
unlefJe they do infift in Ireland, that the king fhall pafs no fuch patent for 
coining money in England, which is the only fenfe of the laft refoiution, there 
is nothing in all they fay; and furely this will never be admitted or fuffered 
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to be a doftrine here, becaufe it is a prerogative never difputed, and often: 


exercifed. Tis fit you fhould know, that what is voted-of the patentee’s not 
complying with his contraét, is all falfe; there is not the leaft foundation for 
faying, there were different impreffions, and of different weights. The patentee, 
nor any body for him was never heard. And that refolution, that makes the loffe 
150 per cent. is founded upon a computation, that copper uncoined is worth 
but 12d. per lib. but a pound of copper halfpence and farthings are by the 
patent to paffe for 2s. 6d. ergo the lofs is 1s. 6d. But a pound of copper 
prepar’d for the mint at London, cofts there 15. 6d. the charge of coining a 
pound of copper, is at the mint 4d. and I think the duty of a pound of copper 
coin’d, imported into Ireland is 4d. per lb. befides the exchange, dec, which 
with all allowances, comes to 20d. per cent. and all this laid Is afidc, and the 
copper money valued at the fuppofed value of the ruff Irih copper, which is 
much inferiour to Englifh copper. 

I have enter’d thus far into this affair to give you fome fatisfa€tion, that you 
may ice, when the matter is confidered, it may be fupported; which truly is 
the cafe, by all that I can learn on both fides of the queftion; that there is a 
profitt in all thefe things, there is no doubt, that thefe grants arc allways fup- 
pos'd beneficial, and in this cafe, the money is better than ever was in Ire 
land. There was a misfortune in the condu@ing this matter in Ircland, which 
I*l take another opportunity to explain to you; but among friends, you know 
the Irith fecretary of flate is all Balm of Gilead. But you’l be very much 
miltaken, if you think the fpirit that was {hewn in Ireland upon this occa~ 

fion, 
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Pefiol 111. fion, was not wholly owing to the full perfuafion of the fuperiority that is 
a to be againft us. Mr. Broderick did every thing but name me in 


#723 


his fpeeches; and in his refleCtions upon the minifters, didto the fenfe and ap- 
prehenfion of every hearer, diftinguifh betwixt minifters, that I make not the 
leaft doubt, but the whole was concerted. Since I wrote what is above, I 
have received two letters together from lerd chancejJor Middleton, full of his 
falfhood and little cunning, and the latter is to explain off the former; 1 {halt 
be very fhort in my anfwer. 

I received an account laft night, that Jack Smith* was certainly Jead, 
which, tho’ ’tis not yet known in town, is certainly true. This may give an 
opportunity of difpofing of Treby,t and putting in Mr. Pellham, which I 
fuppofe will be done by the rule of keeping things open till the king’s return. 
I beg you will gett immediately a promife from the king not to difpofe of it, 
nor to be ingaged to any body elfe; for I think by the things that are now 
vacant, we may fettle our affairs in parliament to our content. I ‘carmot 
enough admire your conduét in the marechal’s affair, it was as nice and dif- 
ficult a tafk, as was ever upon the tapis, and it was impoffible for mortal man 
to manage it better. 

As for the meeting of the parliament, I am very clearly of opinion, it 
fhould not meet before Chriftmas: you know from what I wrote upon the affair 
of the fubfidy, I cannot pretend not te be able to fubfift the army, which we 
have made provifion for ‘till the latter end of February; and indeed I am of 
the dutcheffe’s opinion, that ‘tis better to make the king ealy by ftaying late 
this year, which may prevent another year’s expedition, than to hallen him 
ever, when "tis of no fervice. I allways thought the adjournments at Chrift- 
mas, tended more to cabals, than all other occafions. I have given the duke 
of Newcaftle the particulars relating to Monf. Hattorff’s lodgings, and have 
given all other neceffary orders for the difpatch of what he is pleas’d to defire; 
and you may aflure Monf. Hattorffe, I will take effe€ual care, that every 
thing thall be done againit he comes, entirely to his fatisfaQion: and pray my 
ford, take this occafion, of giving him my affurances of my moft fincere ree 
fpeft, and beft fervices to him. The duke of Kent has been with me, and is 
willing rather to take the 2000 per annum, than be kept any longer in fuf. 
penfe. Ido not trouble you with my own indifpofitions, but I have been 
weally worle for a few days laft week, than I have often been, my ail lies whaily 


® Telfer of the exchequer. € Secretary at war, 
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In my head, ‘tis certainly fomething of a goutith humour, whieh not fixing Period I11. 
in my limbs, flies about me, and often affe&ls my head and Rtomach. I think rbeibeellal a 


you are entirely in the right, to fix St. Martin’s for Claggett; for your brother 
now taking the part of Egerton, ‘tis neceflary to fhow them they cannot carry 
it; and Claggett muff fee, and fay to:whom he owes it. Manni is gone back 


1 have neither time nor patience to trouble you any farther now, but will ex~ 


plain that matter further to you next opportunity. 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 


On the difturbances in Ireland about Wood's patent.—Tranfmits the addreffes 
of both houfes, and a fketch of the king’s anfwer.—Recommends a due mixture 
of moderation and firmnefs. 

MY LORD, . Whitehall, O&, 11-23, 1723 
‘TAXING nothing to trouble your lordfhip with, that preffes in point of 
time, but what concerns the addreffes of the Irifh parliament, I ehoofe 


to defer fending a meffenger till next week, and to truft this to the common: 
poft. I have tranfmitted to my lord Carteret the addreffes of both houfes to. 


the king, to be Jaid before his majefty; and as I think the only prcfent cone 


fideration is, what anfwer his majefty fhall give to them, it feems to me a mat~- 


ter of great nicety and difficulty; for as they have made this the firft bufineffe 
of the feffion, and every thing, that concerns the government, is ftill behind, if 
an anfwer diftaftful to the Irifh nation fhould be given, it may be of ill confe- 


quence, and create many.new difficuities in Ireland, which perhaps was one of: 
the chief defigns in bringing this matter on, On the other hand, fince ’tis: 


moft certain, that they have gone on fo precipitately, as to be miftaken in all: 


their faéts, it muft never. be admitted, that the king in his anfwer fhould take’ 


thofe things for granted which are not true, or yield in that generall point, 
wherein both houfes fo exprefsly declare againft the coining any money in 
Great Britain for Ireland; whieh makes me of opinion, that the king’s anfwer 


fhould be general, and fomewhat to this effet: “ That his majefty is very’ 


much concerned to fee, that.the granting this patent, agrccable to the prattice 
of his royal predcceffors, had given fo much une: finefle to his fubjeéts of Ire~ 
land: and if there have been any abufes committed by the patentee, that his 
mayefty is willing to give the neceflary orders for inquiring into and pu- 
nifhing thofe abules, and will do every thing that is in his power, {01 ¢ (atise 
faftion of his people.” 
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Something of this kind, I fhould hope would anfwer the prefent purpofe, at 
feaft, make all thofe who pretend to be zealous for the king’s fervice, inex- 
‘cufable, if upon this account they putt any ftop to the king’s bufineffe, and 
indeed it is impoffible for the king to do any thing more; for that Wood has 
not tranfgreffed againft his patent, is moft certain; that the profitt upon the 
undertaking is fo far from being 150 per cent. that ’tis demonfrable ’tis un- 
der 20 per cent.; that the patent being an abfolute grant for 14 ycars, ’tis not 
‘in the power of the crown, to reverfe or revoke it, but upon a due courfe of 
law by /cire facias, or other writt; and that ’tis impoffible to affign and prove 
any fuch breaches of the terms and conditions of the patent, as in any degree 
fhall invalidate or make void the grant; that the granting fuch patents is an 
undoubted prerogative of the crown, exercis’d and praétis’d by feveral of the 


kking’s predeceffors; that the laft coinage of copper moncy in Ireland, was by 


Pardwicke 
Papers. 


a grant from king William for 21 years to private perfons; and the preceding 
oinage was by a like grant from king James the 2d; and that the money, coin’d 
‘by virtue of thofe patents, was much inferiour to this, both in weight and good. 
nefle of copper. “This being the ftate of the cafe, I cannot tell what better to 
advife, than not give fuch an anfwer as may provoke a fitting parliament, be 
fore the king’s bufineffe is done, and yett not make fuch conceffions as fhall 
‘give up any part of the king’s prerogative, or admitt a blame where there is 
really none. We have this day apprehended George Willfon, I have juft 
examined him very briefly. He hitherte denies roundly; but I believe by 
next poft, I fhall give a pretty good account of him. Yefterday died lord 
Cowper, after a few days illnefle of a ftrangury, attended with a feavour, 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Oltains letters credential for Horace Walpole.—Aponifhment and chagrin of 
bord Carteret on that occafton.—Town/fhend’s influence with the king—not ap- 
prehenfine of any oppofition.—Is Jurprifed at the addreffes of the two houfes 
of parliament in Ireland againft Wood’s patent. 

DEAR SIR, Gohrde, QE, a5, 1723+ 

J Am heartily glad to find by yours of the 1ft, that my brother Horace 
was fet out for Paris; and that you had managed matters fo dexteroufly, 

as to make Mr. Law believe his taking that route, was the effe& of his advice. 

The king’s agreeing to fend my brother Horace.over thither, was a great mark 

of his confidence towards us; but ftill, as he was under the ftricteft obligations 


of 
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of concealing his commiffion, every body was at liberty to {peculate and go Period THE. 
Aoubt, ifthey could, whether his journey was undertaken by the king's dinece eit 
tion or not. But I have the fatisfa@ion to acquaint you, that that affair.issput (75. 
paft all difpute, by the king’s making fuch a declaration in our favor, as: mud 
convince the ‘moft credulous, how low lord Carteret’s intereft is funk. Upoa 
my only fuggefting to the king, that it might facilitate Horace's commiffion, 
ifhe had (ome credential from his majefty, during his tay at Paris; and telling 
him, that the admiffion of the king of Portugal into the quadruple alliance, 
furnifhed a handle for fending bim a full power, his majefty immediately re. 
lifhed the propofal, and undertook to ftart it the next-day to lord Carterct, 
as his own thought, whjch he accordingly did with great dexterity, and gave 
his lordfhip (who did not dare to make the feaft difficulty) pofitive orders, to 
fend into England by this ‘meffenger, for the proper inftruments for that pure 
pofe. This indifputable mark of confidence towards us, and neglett towards 
jord Carteret and Schaub, cannot fail to induce the duke of Orleans and the 
French minifter to open themfelves towards my brother Horace, ‘and to court 
our friendfhip; and the king’s putting fo near.a relation of our’s, over Schaub’s 
head, in a court, where the whole fecret of affairs centers at prefent.in lord 
Carteret’s province, and in the ftrength and heart.of his intereft, will be fuch 
a publication to the world of the fuperiority of our credit, that I think a 
ftronger neither can, nor ought to be defired at prefent. I make no doubt, 
but the accounts the king has received of the boafts of our adverfarys, have 
contributed to the drawing down this mortifying ftroke on their heads, which 
I can affure you, has fo aftonifhied lord Carteret, that I never obferved in hios 
en any occafion, fuch vifible marks of defpair; and I am as fure as I can be © 
of any thing, that our not appearing defirous of having declarations made im 
our favor, will be the fureft way of obtaining them, let the fuperiarity of our 
adverfarys be cried up as much as it willin England, 1 do affure you, that 
the contrary is known and felt, and owned here, even by lord Carteret him« 
felf; and I believe, if you will refle& on what has paffed, as to the difpofitiaa | 
“@ preferments, er the keeping them epen; you yourfelf muft be fatished, 
that. lord. Carterct’s friends -cannot think in their hearts, that thofe matters 
have: goue-as he wifhed they fhould. His friend Bern{dorf, is now at bis 
cotintry feat, but two or three German miles from this place, waiting in vain 
for an invitation to come hither, and not daring to come without it. 
. The king is determined to remove lord Middleton, whenever you think it 
for the fervice; and tho’ I take it for granted you would not wih to have it 
VOREII. PART 11, oo dene 
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Peiied II. done in the heat of the ‘prefent ftupid enquiry, it will enly depend on you 
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to fend for the feals from him when you pleafe. The teller’s place, tho’ lord 
Sutherland has wyit earneftly for it, will be kept open, ’till the king’s return; 
ani I make not the leaft doubt will then be difpofed of in the manner you 

fhall judge ‘moft for the public fervice. How affairs ftand with the duchefs, I 

have already fully informed you, as likewife how clear a courfe I have fteered‘in 
relation to the other ladys; and what the king’s daily civilities to me are, whow« 
ever will write truth from this place, is able to witnefs: fo that upon the whole, 
our campaign upon this fide of the water, has. been much more fuccefsful than 

¥ dared to promife myfelf; and I think ought to fupport you under fuch idle 

rumours at London, as it would hardly be in our power to prevent, but by fuch’ 
unreafonable and importunate demands, as would check and.ftarve the growth 
of our intereft, and help to turn thofe rumours themfelves into reality. 

: Ihave read over Wood’s paper, and amiamazed how any grave affembly 

could come to fuch rafh and falfe affertions. Ihave writ my mind freely to 
the duke of Grafton on this fubje€t, and defire you would jet me have your 
thoughts, what anfwer fhould be returned to the monftrous addrefles of the 
two houfes. I fhould be glad to know, whether it be true in fa&, that former 
patentees were obliged to exchange the copper coin for gold and filver, when 

required. Ihave not yet troubled the king on the difagreeable fubjeé& of the 
duke of Kent’s 2000/. per annum, fince my being here, and fhould be heartily 
glad that affair might reft till we come back. The goodnefs of the weather 
makes the diverfions of this place highly agreeable to his majefty, and I can 

give no guefsas yet, when we fhall return to Hanover. 

’ ‘I beg of you, that the true motive of Horace’s journey to France, may: re» 

main an entire fecret to every mortal but the duke of Newcaftle. I again re~ 
peat to you, that I know the ground I ftand on, that I am {ure I have bettey 
intereft here.than 1 ever had in my life; that I defpife the fhort lived appear- 

ances raifed to the contrary in. England; and I earneftly defire of you, that the 

teaft of the fecrets I write you, may not be divulged, in order to deftray. them, 

Iam mof heartily concerned to hear of your late. indifpofition, and beg of 
you above all things te take care of your health. I return you captain Ber~ 

acy’s commiffion figned ; ‘and am with the greateft truth and affe@tion, &c. 
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ROBERT WALPOLB TO LORD TOWNSHEND. Period Iff. 
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Informs him that every proper method was taken to affey Wood"s coinage. Fuf-———— 
tifies the difference in the finene/s between Englifh and Irifh half-pence— — '7*3 
Macky fent to. Bruffels as a fpy.—Recommends Dr. Smallbrook to be bifhop of 
St. David's. 

MY LORD, Whitehg, OStaber 18029, 1725. 

f Have explained the affair of the Irifh coinage fo fully to your lordhip, Tewnthend 

* ‘that I have little to add upon that fubje&t; and by my letter of the xath in- Papers. 

ftant, when I fent the two addreffes to my lord Carterett, I gave it as my Private. 

pinion, that his majefty’s anfwer fhould be very generall, expreffing his con- 

cern at their uneafineffe, that his majefty had done no more than what had been 

done by all his predeceffors; and that he would do all that is in his power to 

give him fatisfa€tion; which J think muft fatisfie thofe that are not determined 

fiot to be fatisfied. What ypur lordthip fuggefts about fir Ifaac Newton, has 

in.a great meafure been doné already; fir Ifaac was confulted in every ftep in 

paffing the patent; a controller was direéled by the patent, that was to affay, 

try, and prove the fineneffe and goodneffle of the copper, and the weight of 

the coin; fir Ifaac Newton was himfclf made the firft controller; but at his re~ 

queft, Mr. Barton, his nephew, was made the controller inthisroom. Upon 

the firft apprehenfion of this trouble, the controller was direéted to try and 

prove the coin; and he has reported, that it anfwer’d in all refpetts; this 

report of the controller’s was, by order of the treafury, tranfmitted to Ireland; 

and I underftand, was laid before the parliament 6£ Ireland, but not at all 

regarded. And as to what is faid, that this coinage for Ireland, is not fo 

good as the laft coinage for England, it is admitted that the farthings and half. 

pence are lefs in weight, which at the time Of paffing the patent, was con- 

fider’d, and found to be neceflary; for your lord{hip knows the exchange of 

tmoncy between England and Ireland, is about 12/, per cent. which is above 

34. per pound of copper; the duty of importation, is 4 per pound; and the pa- 

:tentee then inftfted, upon what he fince found true by experience, that be 

fhould be obliged to make an allowance of about 10/. per cent.-to fuch per. 

fons,.as fhoujd take in traffick, quantities of this money at firft, to iffue and 

circulate in Ireland. Thefe confiderations fufficiently juftifie the difference in 

the weight of the two coins, when at the fame time it is admitted on all hands, 

that the Irifh coin in fincnefle of metall, exceeds the Englith. 
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I think I have never yett given you an account of my fending Mr. Macky. » 


Co privately to refide at Braffels, to learn, and give us what intelligence he could, 


1723 


of the late bifhop’s motions; he was to perfonate a jacobite, and has aéted his 
part fo well, that he has got admittance to the bifhop, and into fome degree of 
confidence with him, which he has fatisfied me in, by’ fending me over an 
original letter from the bifhop to him, all in the bifhop’s own hand writing; 
and the accounts he gives me, of their converfations, are very natural and pro= 
bable, There are two pieces of news he has told me, the one is, lord George _ 
Drummond, has been with the bifhop from the pretender dire@lly, and ftaid 

with him a week incognito. The other is, the bifhop to him, has expreffed 
great fatisfattion in general Dillon’s being reconciled to the duke of Orleany 
fince the death of the cardinal, which the bifhop fays, was at the inftance of 
the pretender. And this agrees fo far with the accounts from France, that 
general Dillon has.certainly been for fome time.at Verfailles. But if I am not 

miftaken, Macky has undertaken, and brought about another bufineffe, which 

may be of great fervice to his majefty; he has fett on foot a correfpondence 
betwixt me and Monf. Jaupain, the poft mafter generall at Bruffells, who has 
engaged to open and fend me copies of all letters, that come and go, to the 

bifhop, from all parts of Europe, and whatever elfe, he may apprehend to be 

of confequence, and has already fent me over two letters, fuppos’d to be to 
and from the bifhop; they are very long, and ev’ry tittle in cypher; I gave 

them to Mr. Wills on Tuefday, and he has not been yett able to decypher 

them. I have made no abfolute agreement with Mr. Jaupain, but thought I 

had better firft fee, how his fervice would anfwer; but with humble fubmif- 

fion, if it proves of confequence, I cannot but be of opinion, your brother 

-fecretary is by no means to be trufted withit. Mr. Delafaye, I believe, gave 

you an account laft poft, of our apprehending George Willfon: he and fer- 

jeant Slack feem now to be outvying each other, in confefling and confirming 

all the particulars, that they know, we know already, but are coftive about 

all particulars, that they have met with in the printed rcports and tryalls. 

The bifhop of St. David’s being dead, Dr. Smallbrook is thought on by. 
our bifhops to fueceed him, I fhall write of this in form in my publick letter, 
but muft lett you know, the bifhops of London and Exeter are zealoufly for 
Smallbrook, but the bifhop of Winchefter is for Dr. Sydall, tho’ on Tuef- 
day morning, to me, he awkardly confented to Dr. Smallbrook. Pray lett 
Smallbrook be immediately difpatched. 1 have forgott whether I told you,* 
that the bifhop of London has defired me, that the inftruments for the clerk 


of. 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE, 


stg. 


ef the clofett, and the almoner, may now be difpatch’d for Winchefter and Perlod I. 
Exeter. He fays, Winchefter muft have it at laft, and they shall break, and HM etilel 


thinks the fooner:’tis dane the better; and in order to make the doing.it naw 
more plaudible, by concegt with the bifhop of London, when'they were all three 
with me, the thing was flarted,.and I am to propofe it to the king in form, as 
their joynt opinions. The death of lord Cowper has made a vacancy among 
the governors of the charter houfe. I have told the bifhop of London, I 
thought it very proper that your lordfhip fhould be cle&ed, which I fuppofe 
will not be difagreeable to you. I have given orders for accepting and pay- 
ing the bills for 4,500/. whenever they come, but your lordfhip did not men~ 
tion upon whom the bills-were drawn. . Bills for the ad good. part of the 
1000/, arc come, and accepted. Since I began this letter, Mr. Wills has 
brought me the two letters from Bruffels decypher'd, which I fend your lord. 
fhip, and have not taken copies of them; they are at leaft an eameft of the 
_ good, we may poffibly expeé from this correfpondence. 1 am going: this af. 
ternoon for Norfolk; the duke of Newcaftle will conftantly attend; I with I 
had not quite fo much occafion to try what a little country air will do. Is it 
impoffible, if you think .it deferves regard, to counterplott Alberoni’s return 
into Spain? I mean by any thing to be done in. France. 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 


Congratulates him on his fuccefs at Hanover.—Offers of fubmiffion from the 
duke of Leeds to the king.—Neceffary to watch the late bifhop of Rochefter at 
Bruffels.— Duke of Grafton angry.—Embarraf/ments about Wood's patent. 


MY LORD, Houghton, O€tober 26—Nov. 6, 1723 


3743 


I Have the pleafure of your lordfhip’s letter of the 25th inftant, N.S. which Townthead” 


gave me a great deal of fatisfattion. I cannot cnough admire your dex 
terity and good conduét, throughout the whole fummer, and think the fucceffe 
you had, rmuft and will convince every body, where the power and creditt is; 
and when 1 fent you word, of what is faid-and given out here, I did it gene~ 
rally more for your information, rather than out of any apprchenfion, that 
reports are well founded, for ’tis fitt you fhould know what they fay. ; 

I agree with your lordthip, that it may be better to have the duke of Leeds 
in cuftody by his own confent, than to fend him to the Tower; and I fancy, 
af he does not come over defignedly as a leading card to. try the experiment 
for 


Papers. 
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Rebeipei for others in the like cafe, he may be lead to afk and accept the king’s pardom 
eo t777 in form; and his writing to me, and inclofing his letter to the. king open, 
4723. gives mea good pretence to talk to him in that manner, and.I believe the reft 
of the regents will decline having much to do with-him.-. Whilft l.am writing, 
the poft is come ia, and brings me a letter fsom the-duke of Leeds from Ply- 
mouth of the 17th inftant. It is all fubmiffion, and begging me to interceed 
with the king for his pardon; but he fays, not being able to travail, he muft 
‘take his paflage by fea to London, where when he arrives, he will come imme- 
‘diately to me. .I think this may give me an opportunity of managing this 
‘matter pretty well, wherein I fhall certainly take the opinion of the lords 
juftices. . The intercepted ietter from Rome, that comes now, has nothing ia 
it very material, but as I am perfuaded all bufineffe will center at Bruffells, 
® Atterbury.or at ‘leaft, that no defign of confequence will be kept from the bifhop,* I 
cannot but think, if this affair be well managed, it may be of ufe. 
I chowfe not to fend your letter to the duke of Grafton, he is-already. 
fufficiently mortified; 1 wrote to him two or three letters with great freedom 
-whilft the affair was depending, which he has taken fo ill, that he has left off 
writing any thing to me but bare office letters; that, with your leave, I would ~ 
vex him no more, where ’tis of-no further afe. But betwixt you,and I, I think 
our friend has fhewn himfelf a fair weather pilott, that knew not what he had 
to doe, when the firft ftortn arofe, ard his friend Cunolly has been fo very 
‘cunning, that he has. a&ed.a part, that almoft excufes what the Brodericks have 
done, but their affair deferves confideration, for there can be no doubt by 
whom they were fet on, and if fome examples are not made, you will have more 
of it. 


LORD TOWNSHEND T.0 ROBERT WALPOLE. 
‘The king propofes to make a prefent of 3000 l, to the countefs Platen—-The 
duchefs of Kendal is not averfe to the marriage, but jeafous left the counte/s 
of Platen fhould contrive to come to England.—Satisfailory di/paiches from 


Horace Walpole, 
DEAR QR, . Gohrde, Nev. 35, 1723. 
Elardwicke "THE occafion of my difpatching this meffenger, is to acquaint you, that the 
Papers. ‘duke of Orleans having at laft confented to the making monfieur de la Vril. 


Aicze aduke, and the match by that means going on, his majefty has been pleafed, 
upon 
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‘epon this occafion, to think of making a prefent to the countefs of Platen, to- 
wards the chatges of fitting the young lady out, and of removing with her to 
‘Paris. As the countefs is none of the beft aconomifts; and her family affairs ave 
by thgt means in no very good fituation, the king has thoughts of making her a 
prefent of three thoufand pounds; and though he is fenfible that the prefents 
lately made with political views have come thick upon you, yet he defires you 
would, if poffible, order matters fo as to accept bifls on Lowther for one half 
of this fum about a fortnight hence, and for the remainder about a fortnight 
after. The occafion is fuch, as is not likely to return. I have acquainted 
the duchefs with my writing to you on this fubje&t, who is perfeétly eafy in our 
helping this matter forward, but, is very much difturbed at the profpe&, fhe 
thinks there is of the countefs’s making ufe of the intereft this match will give 
her at the court of France, towards removing into England, which may fo 
much eafier be compafled from thence, than from this country. Phave fa. 
tisfied ‘her, that the only way to prevent this, is to have fome minifter in 
France whim we can confide in, and who. may have influence enough with 
the French court, to make them divert the countefs from any fuch thoughts. 
Which propofal, fhe relithes as well as can be defired, and I am fully fatis 
fied, na endeavors of her’s igs be wanting, to put matters there on a better 
foot. 

I received an exprefs from Horace at Paris, this morning, with difpatches 


that are very fatisfa@ory, and much to his credit; they are at prefent before - 


the king; but as we are to. celebrate the feltival of St. Hubert (the German 
Holyrood) this evening, I fhall defer entering into. the detail of them, till I 
can fend you an account how they operate. I have received your letter of 
the 18th Oftober, and am.in hopes the Bruffels correfpondence may turn to 
good account. 

There is fome talk of our moving from this place the beginning of this 
week; but itis as yet uncertain; and if the fport fhould continue as good as it 
was this morning, nothing will induce the king to change this place for Hae 
zover, till the frofts come in. Mf Poyntz added the laft paragraph by mif- 
take; for I verily believe the king, will leave this place the beginning of next. 
week. I am yours moft chee 


LORD 
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Period III. LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE. 
0ga0%b4727. 
aad Marflal Hartenberg.declaved-minifter.-Cabals to delay the king*s departure 
for England. 
‘MY DEAR LORD, . Hanover, November 27, 1923. 


Hardwicke 
Papers. 
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T Received the honor of your grace’s letter of the 5th inftant, O. S. at the 
Gohrde, which place we left on Wednefday. The marefchal is at laft de- 


‘lared minifter, upon the king’s return to this place; and we fhall foon fee, 


whether his being fecurcly poffeffed of the dignity he has fo long been working 
at, will make him return to a more uniform behavior towards his old friends, 
and renounce his new alliances as no longér neceflary. Ihave fome reafon 
to believe, that he looks on lady Walfingham as his determined enemy; and 


“that thisejoined to his natural falfehood, has driven him to tamper with the 


oppofite fation: but be the caufe what it will, the effet is fo certain, that. 
your grace may depend upon it, this new acceflion of power wills ot help to 
seftore him to the dutchefs’s confidence; tho’ I have moit eatneftly defired 
her grace, and fhe has been pleafed to promife me, to keep fair with him, which 
I think it neceHlary we fhould ali endeavor to do, that if he fhould be mad 
enough to throw himfelf in other hands, we may not reproach ourfelves with 
having driven him to it, but may hold the door open for him to return to his 
@nly true interelt. 

I have taken care, in a private manner, to prepare the king againtt any fur~ 
prize in relation to the primacy of Ireland; and I believe your grace may af- 
fure the bifhop of London, that whenever the vacancy happens, it will be 
filled up as he propofes. 

Great cabals are carrying on here, in order to detain the king longer in this 
place than we wifh for. The next full moon happens on the eleventh of De~ 
cember, new ftyle, and our endeavor mult be to prevail with him to make ule 

of it, fince otherwife he will probably flay *till the 10th of January. “He has 
as yet taken no refolution on that head, and I fhould be'glad to have your 
grace’s and Mr. Walpole’s opinion, how far it may be neceflary to prefs this 
point, fuppofing it fhould prove difagrecable, 


LORE 
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Keporces at the happy fituation of affairs at Hanover.—His brother Horace does ————~4 


not believe the duke of Orleans is inclined to obtain a dukedom for M. de la 

Vrilliere.—Schaub’s indifcretion.—Recommends at the fuggeftion of hifhop 

Gibfon, Dr. Sydal for the dcanery of Rochefler, in oppojition to bifhop 

Hoadley, who recommends Dr. Burfcaugh. 

MY DEAR LORD, Whitehall, Nov. 1940, 1724. 

Am infinitely pleafed at the happy fituation you find your affairs in, and am 

very glad you have fo much fatisfa€tion in your bufineffe, as to atone to 
you in fome degree, for your long abfence from home, and the great trouble 
and perplexities that you muft have been engaged in. Although my country 
expedition may have flung my affairs into a little arrear, I do aflure-you, the 
benefit J have found, makes me ample amends, and I hope J fhall now be able 
to make a winter’s campaign, which I had more than a little reafon to he ap- 
prehenfive about, when I Icft this place. 

Iam very glad Horace’s difpatches have given you finch fatisfaQlion; and I 
hope the letter I here fénd you from him to the duke of Newcaflle will have 
the fame good fucceffe. 1 cannot account for Horace’s long reafoning about 
the affair of Monf. Vrilliere, and think he muft furely be miflaken in his ap- 
prehenfions, by what your Jordfhip writes to me in your private letter of the 
4-15th inftant. For your lordfhip is pleas’d to fay, the duke of Orleans has 
confented to make him a duke; but Horace not ogly in this letter, but ina 
letter I received yefterday of the 13-24th, has this expreffion: “ Jam in- 
clined to believe his majefly is deceived, as to the duke of Orleans’s inclination to 
grant adukedom to Vrillterc’s fon, and fear there will be great trouble about it.” 
By this, Horace fo very latcly, was not at all fenfible that this matter was 
adjufted, which your lordfhip muft have had an account of ten days before. 
If it has been fettled by fir Luke Schaub, and he has conceal’d it from Horace, 
there is no great matter in it, but his impertinence: if there fhould be a mife 
take, and he has reprefented the affair otherwife than as it rcally is, it would 
have an ill air, if the king fhould take any flep upon a prefumption, in which 
he may afterwards find himfelf deceived. I thought it was neccflary you 
fhould know this, not doubting but Horace has given you the fame account; 
and I dare fay, he wiil act, and has a€ted in this affair agrecable tg your f.nti- 
ments, which he is fully apprifed of. 
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I fend your lordfhip four more intercepted letters from Bruffells, which 
altho’ this correfpondence has hitherto contain’d nothing very material, I 
ca uot but think may be of great confequence, if the lecrett is kept: for no- 
thing of moment will ever be refolv’d upon, without the knowledge of that 
perfan ;* and by this means, I think the government may one time or other 
have early intimations; which may be of great ufe. . We are yett come to no 

agrecment upon the confideration for this fervices; but I apprehend the de- 
mand will not be low, and I have hints given me, as if this management might 
be further extended upon due encouragement. ‘The bills you laft mentioned, 
when they come fhall be duely accepted and paid. The duke of Newcaflle 
is at Claremont, and defires me to give you his thanks for all your letters, 
and beggs you will not forgett Jervas the paintcr. He Bu it much at heart 
to be difpatch’d. 

I wrote to you by the laft poft, and propos’d from the bifhop of Pantin to 
keep the deancry of Rochefler vacant, but what has fince happen’d, has alter’d 
his opinion. I fhall now in my public letter, recommend Dr, Sydal to the’king, 
to be made dean of Rochefter, at the inftance of the bifhops af London, Exeter, 
and Rochefter; and fhall take notice, that the bifhop of Winchefter recom- 
mends Dr. Burfcaugh. I fend you the Bifhop of London’s own paper. The de- 
firing this vacancy to be immediately fill’d up, is occafioned by an apprehcn- 
fion the bifhop of London has, that the bifhop of Winchefter writes this night 
to your brother Cayterett, to recommend Burfeaugh, without confulting any 
of his brethren, or.ever mentioning him to any of them upon'this occafion. 
He came to the office on Saturday mcrning, and defir’d me to write in favour 
of Dr. Burfcaugh. afked him, whether he had talk’d with the bifhop of Lon- 
don and the other bifhops, which he faid, he had not, and did not feem to 
think it at all neceflary; and. I underfland has not vouchfaf’d to do it. ‘This 
feparate a€ting, the bifhop of London thinks fufficicutly juftifies him, and 
having gott the concurrence of the bifhop of the digcefe and of Exeter, hopes 
he is ftrong enough, and I hope fo too. . I hope the firft return will bring 
the king’s letter in favour of Dr. ‘Bland, in whom they all concurr. You, 
know there has been a long management about the arch deacon of Oxford, 
which lord chancellor now dcfires may be filled up.by Mr. Robert Cook. 
He is the perfon to whom it, was firft promifed ; ang, ince a friend of his, to 
whom he would have quitted, cannot have it, wifhes now. to, take ithimfel& =I 
fuppofe you remember, if Cook had declined, a friend of the duke of Rutland’s. 

pulh’d 
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pufh’d hard for it. I congratulate yowin your ele@ion tothe Charter houle, period tif, . 
and mufl at the fame time, beg you will Jett a fon of Charles Keen’s have the 1720t01727» 
firff nomination. 1 have had-this upon my hands a long time, and old Rolfe , 
has now wrote to me in very preffing terms, to fecurc this favour of your 
lordfhip. The filling up the vacancy of the third regiment of guards, was a 
tranfaGtion during my abfence. As a piece of fecrett hiftory, 1 fhould tel? 
you, Iam certainly inform’d, the prince fent for Cadogan, and {poke for 
John Montgomery, whereupon he alter’d a whole fcheme of promotions that 
he had before fettled, but I am glad it was done for Montgomery. EYforace 
apprehends, that the king of Portugal’s refufing to accede to the quadruple 
alliance, may give Schaub an occafion to triumph over him; and that he will 
write to the fecretary his patron, that there is now no further occafton for 
Horace’s continuing at Paris. This he already gives out at Paris, believing 
that Horace went thither by chance; but as we know the contrary, I hope he 
will find the contrary, till you can determine who to fend thither, which I ant 
glad you havea profpeét of compaffing. 


4723. 


Bifhop of London's paper relating to the deanery of Rochefter, inclafed. 


Rochefter. The bifhop is never there, and fo the dcan has the whole 
government of the place, and the chief condu@ing of all affairs. The chap- 
ter is one half tory. The city returns two members. ‘The dean and chapter 
have a confiderable patronage in Kent. For thefe reafons, the place requires 
a perfon of fome figure and authority, and one who has a head for bufincls, 
and for the managing of a body. It is allo to be wifh’d, that he may bea 
perfon of fome fortune, and able to live hofpitably for the country clergys 
the bifhop having no houfe there. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING. 


States the reafon for his return to England.—And the confequences of dc= 
ferring it. 
SIRE, ‘Hehe November 30, 1723. 

J Hope your majefty will be gracioufly pleafed to pardon the liberty I take, Townthend 
in prefuming to lay before you my unbiafs'd thoughts, on the fubje@ of Rapers 
your majefty’s journcy to England. Y have chofen to reduce them into Draygbt. 
writing, for no other reafon, but becaufe I thought I could ftate them clearer 
pp2 that 
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Period III. that way, than by werd of mouth. I beg leave to affure your majefty, that I 
races have no other view in doing it, than to fett this matter in the cleareft light for 


1723. 


your majefty’s determination, fubmitting it entirely to your majefty, as I am 
in duty bound to help forward and facilitate whatever refolution your majefty 
in your great wifdom fhall think proper to take upon this and upon all other 
occafions. 

The parliament ftands prorogued at prefent to the 1gth of November, O.S. 


‘which is the goth N.S. and your majefty has already given farther direftions 


to have it prorogued to the 17th, O.S. which is the 28 December, N.S. 
The next full moon is on the laft day of November, O.S. which is the 
11 December, N.S. and as the moon rifes but three quarters of an hour 
later one night than another, this moon will give light for feven or cight rights. 
after, fufficient to prevent any danger of running on the coafts of England, 
Should your majefty therefore fett out from Hanover about the 14th or 
15th of December, N.S. you may propofe to embark about the 17th or - 
18th, which is the 6 or 7th, O.S. and, having the benefit of this moon, may 
hope to land in England a week or ten days before the time to which the par- 
liament will then ftand prorogued. By which means, before that prorogation 


expires, a proclamation may be publifh’d for proroguing it farther to about 


the 1oth of January, O.S. which is the a1ft, N.S. giving notice that it fhall 
meet to do bufinefs at that time, which will be at a proper and convenient 
diftance after the Chriftmafs holidays, and your fervants will have full time 
enough to concert the meafures neceffary for the condu& of the feffions. 
The time of the parliament’s meeting thus early, being once {fettled and known, 
will give almoft the fame fatisfa€tion and {pirit to the nation, as if it were ac- 
tually affembled; and Mr. Walpole, having already affured your majefty, that 
he can find means for continuing the payments of the army and flcet tll 
after the holydays, no inconvenience to the public fervice can poffibly 
enfue. . 

But fhould your majcfty lett flip this moon, and wait for the next of the 
10th of January, N.S. which is the laft of December, O.S. notice cannot be 
given at next prorogation, of the parliament being to meet the 10th, to do 
bufinefs; becaufe, even fuppofing your majefty fhould have the quickcft paf- 
fage poffible, your majefty cannot be in London till the gd or 4th of January, 
which is the 14th or 15th, N.S. and the parliament. being prorogued to the 
soth, O.S. tt will be impoffible to open the parliament at the time appointed ; 

but 
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but: your majefly muft inevitably prorogue it at leaft for a fortnight longer, 
which will deiay the opening of the parliament to the latter end of January, or 
beginning of February. But yet the parliament, requiring three weeks notice 
at leaft, cannot be brqught together till fome time in February; and it not 


being certain, whether the payments abovementioned, can be continued thus, 
long, there will be evident danger of involving the publick fervice in fuch~ 


difficultys, as may very much affeét publick credit, and-occafion the greateft 
uneafinefs throughout the nation. 

But fhould it farther happen, that the frofts fhould fett in about that time 
in Holland, which may naturally be apprchended, no one is able to forefee 
how long your majefty’s paflage may be delay’d, nor what the confequence 
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of fuch a delay may be. The publick fupplys (which are granted only from — 


Chriftmafs to Chriftmafs) being exhaufted, every branch of the publick fervice 
muft be at a ftand: the parliament muft mect late, and probably in ill temper, 
and the’ feffion muft unavoidably be protraéted to the middle of the fummer 
months, 

After having thus flated to your majefty, with the greatcft deference and 
fubmilfion, the inconveniencies which it appcars to me, may occurr from 
poffible accidents and delays, I once more beg leave to aflure your ma- 
jefty, that tho’ I have taken the liberty to give my opinion, yet whatever re~ 
folution your majcfty fhall take, I fhall moft chearfully, and with the utmot 
readinefs and fubmiffion, do all in my power towards rendering it pratlicable 
and ealy; having no other view or defire than that of condutting your ina 


jefty’s affairs on all occafions, in fuch manner as may be molt to your own: 


fervice and fatisfaétion.. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Enclofes the preceding letter to the king, which induced the king to give orders 
Jor his immediate return, —Diffatisfattion of the Germans. 


DEAR SIR, Hanover, Sunday, Deceinibee Sy 1723, 
J Believe you will be furprized at the king’s having taken the refolution to 
to fet out for England on the 16th of this month, N. S. for which reafon 
it will be proper for me to acquaint you in what manner that affair has paffed. 
While the king was at the Gobrde, being unwilling to interrupt his geod humour, 
with propofing any thing fo difagiccable, as I apprehended a fpecdy return to 
England 
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England might be, I ventured no » further, than to give him ina paper, ftating 
the times on which the moon-light nights fell. But upon his coming back to 
this place, I found the univerfal bent of the Germans ftrong for, keeping him 
here, ’till the full moon of the roth January, N.S. and fearing left any acci- 
dent of contrary winds or frofts might detain him fo long in Holland, that the 
parliament (allowing the neceffary time for fummoning it, and for concerting 
the operations of the feflion) might not be able to meet before February; I 
thought it my duty to lay before his majcfty, the poffible inconvenience that 
might arife from his delaying his journey fo long, which I chofe to reduce to 
writing, in the form you will fee in the enclofed.  This'letter, far from caufing 
any uneafinefs, as I apprehended, had fo good an effeét, that the king, without 
faying any thing to me, fent for the marechal the next day, and ordered him 
to make the neceffary difpofitions for his beginning the journey on the 16ih 
inftant, N.S. : 

I am fenfible you will think the 1oth of January, O. S. fomewhat of the - 
earlieft for bringing the parliament together after the holydays; but it is his 
majcfty’s prefent intention, they fhould meet to do bufincls on the gth; and I 
beg you would fufpend your judgment on this refolution, till I have an op- 
portunity to acquaint you with the reafons, which made fo early a day appear 
advifakle. I hope this good may at Icaft be expetted from it, that the time 
of the parliament’s meeting being known before Chriftmafs, will give new life 
to the city, and animate publick credit. You will eafily imagine, that the 
king’s taking this refolution, has been highly difagrceable to the Germans, and 
the more fo, from their having no notice or ‘participation init. But I never 
faw any one more overjoyed than the dutchefs upon this occafion; and if I 
had had any other view befides the king’s fervice, I could not have made my 
court more effe@ually with her, than by this ftep. The only objeétion and 
clamour which the moft difconiented dn this fide pretend to raife is, that we 
hazard kis majefty’s perfon too much, by propofing to undertake the voyage 
fo long after the full moon, when the former part of the night is entirely dark. 
But befides, thag his majefty did once before’ fet out fome days after the full 
moon, and that he is always Hable to be detained by contrary winds, till part 
of the mocn is fpent, his majcfty himfelf told me, when I gave him the 
paper on that fubye& at the Gohrde, that he had no regard to the moonlight 
nights. 

His majefty defires you would take care, that there may be as little con- 


courfe of noify attendants at his landing, or on the road to London as poifible. 
If 
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If he fhould pafs through the city or the park, any thing of that kind would 
be more excufable, tho’ it is what he defires entircly:to avoid. I could not 
refufe figning a joint Jetter to you with lord Carteret for the allowance of 
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1000/. more apiece, for -the charges of our journey and ftay here, it being? 


what we have’ really expended. Hoping to meet fo foon, I fhall defer all 
other news, only I will venture to affure the duke of Newcaftle and you 
that we have all reafon to be fatisfied with our Hanover expedition, 


Preteen 


1724. 





LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE DUKE OF GRAFTON. 


Acquaints him with the king’s refolution to remove lord Carteret from the office 
of fecretary of fate, to appoint him lord lieutenant of Ireland, and to con= 
fer on his grace the poft of lord chambcrlain. 

WhitehaH, April 1, 17246 
OUR grace is fo perfeftly acquainted with the fatlions and divifions that 
_ have been for fome time paft among his majeftie’s fervants, and have fo 
often lamented the mifchiefs arifing from fuch divifions, that you will not be 
furpriz’d to hear that the king is at laft come to a refolution of doing every 

‘thing in his power to put an end to them, The firlt inftance his majefty has 

given, is by removing Mr. Treby from the war office, which he has this day 

difpofed of to Mr. Henry Pelham; and I believe the feals will be taken from 
my lord Carteret in a day or two, and given to the duke of Newcaflle. In 
that cafe, the king intends the lord chamberlain’s place for your grace, and 

Ireland for lord Carteret. As the poft his majefty defigns for your grace, is 

of great dignity, fo you may depend, that your friends and humble fervants will 

endeavour, to render it as advantageous and ce in all refpcéls, as your grace’ 
ean defire. 
I fend this by exprefs, being defirous to give your grace the firft notice of what 

is doing in thefe particulars, in which your grace is fo much concern’d; but as I 

write this to yourlclf alone, muft defire this may be an entire fecret till the event 

is determined, of which your grace fhall not fail to receive the carlieft account 
pofible. I am perfuaded, that your gracc is fo well convinced of the neceffity 


there was of removing lord Carteret from the employment he was in, and of 
the 
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the impoMibility there was of doing it without giving fome confiderable equi- 
valent, that you are fenfible his having the government of Ireland, was in a 
‘manner unavoidable. The care his majefty has taken in placing your grace 
fo near his perfon, will fufficiently convince the world, that his taking away the 
government of Ireland frotn you at this time, does not proceed from any dif. 
approbation of your condu€t. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE DUKE OF GRAFTON. 


Anforms the duke of the difmiffion of lord Carteret, and apologifes for not hav~ 


Townfhend 
Papers. 





Draught. 


ing previoufly confulted him. 
MY LORD, “7 “Whitehall, Ap;sil 2, r72q, 
OUR grace will find, by a letter which you will receive from the duke of 
Newcaftle this poft, that his majefty is come to a refolution {ome days 
fooner than I expefted, in relation to the alterations I mentioned te you in 
mine of yefterday. As I have ever looked on my intereft, and that of my 
friends as infeparable from your grace’s, I flatter myfelf you will not take it 
ill, that your grace was not previoufly confulted upon the alterations, which 
fome circumftances, that I fhall hereafter have the honour to explain to you, 
made impracticable; and as I can with the utmoft truth affure you, that there 
was not the leaft intention in taking this ftep, to leffen your grace in the eye of 
the world, fo I hope the diftinétion his majefty has publicly declared towards 
your grace, on this occafion, will be an inducement to you to approve of the 
meafures which have been judged abfolutely neceflary by thofe who have, 
and ever had your grace’s honour and intereft fo far at heart, as to look 
wpon it as infeparable from their own. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING. 


Without a date, but evidently written in 1724, not long before the proroga~ 
tion of the fecond feffion ofthe fecond feptennial parliament, which took 
place on the 24th of April. 


Reprefents flrongly the difadvantages which the king’s frequent vifits to Ha~ 
nover occafion, and the advantages which would refult from his continuance 
in England, 


SIRE, 
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EING induced to think, from fome words which fell from your majefty, eeay 
when I had the honour to lay before you a draught of the fpeech, that — prag, 
your majefty may have it in your thoughts to fpend the fiinmer at Hanover; Welton 
I moft humbly beg leave, in difcharge of the duty I_owe to your majefty, to Papers 
Jay before you, with the greateft deference and fubmiffion, fome fhort and ims  Draugét. 


partial obfervations on the prefent ftate*of your majefty’s affairs, in the doing 
which, if it fhould be my misfortune to fuggeft any thing in the leaft contrary 
to your majefty’s inclinations, I hope from the experience I have long had of 
your indulgence towards me, that you will not impute it to the want of a due 
concern for every thing that may promote your majefty’s fatisfaftion (which 
no one living can with more paffionately than I do) but will believe it to pro» 
ceed from a fincere zeal for your fervice, and the future eafe and honour of 
your government; and I beg leave to aflure your majefty, that after I have 
humbly laid before you my thoughts upon this fubjeét, I fhall heartily en- 
deavour to facilitate whatever refolutions your majefty fhall finally take. 

The great fpirit and majority with which the bills for punifhing the cons 
fpirators, * were carried through both houfes in the firft fcffion of this parlia~ 
ment, the quietnefs and unanimity with which the publick fervice has beens 
difpatched in this,t the feveral good laws that have been paffed for the eafe 
and advantage of commerce, and in favour of the publick revenue, the uni~ 
verfal and uninterrupted ftate of tranquillity abroad, and flourifhing condition 
of trade and publick credit at home, have all concurr’d to reftore a far more 
general calm and fecurity throughout the nation, than has becn known at any 
time fince your.majefty’s happy acceffion to the throne. A very great change 
has been wrought in favour of your majefty, in the city of London, whofe 
influence and example is of fo great confequence to the whole nation, as has 
appeared in two fucceffive ele€tions, in oppofition to the utmoft efforts and 
moft indire€t pra€tices of the united party of jacobites. The univerfities 
have behaved themfelves at leaft inoffenfively; and fome fteps have been 
taken by your majefty to make it no lefs their intereft than duty to cherifh 
and propagate principles of loyalty and affeétion to your perfon and govern 
ment. So that upon the whole, no doubt can be madg, but that if thefe happy 
beginnings are thoroughly purfued, ‘and the prefent good difpofition of the 


* Namely, Atterbury, Layer, Planket. 
t This paragraph fufficiently afcertains the date of this letter. 
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Period III. nation improved and ftrengthen’d by proper methods and meafures which may 
eave be ftill taken, they will grow fo fettled and confirmed, as to make your ma- 


1724. 


jefty’s reign for the future no lefs eafy than glorious and fuccefsfull. 

But however promifing thefe appearances are, yet your majefty muft be 
fenfible, that the jacobite party is ftill very ftrong, and their views only fuf- 
pended in expeftation of a favourable opportunity. Of this, your majefty 
has the ftrongeft proofs, and fureft imtelligence. Thofe of the foreign mi- 
nifters, who are beft acquainted with this country, and who, upon account of 


_ their religion, may be fuppofed to be fo far admitted into the general defigns 


and confultations of the difaffe€ted, as to be no incompetent judges of the 


. heart and fpirit that party is in, do, in their moft fecret and undifguifed re~ 


lations to their refpe€tive courts, where they may be fuppofed to open their 
minds with the greateft freedom and fincerity, conftantly reprefent the prefent 
tranquillity of this nation, as owing more to the defpair of giving your majefty 
any difturbance from abroad, than to any real change or fubmiffion wrought 
in the minds of the pretender’s adherents; infinuating, that if the engagements 
which at prefent withhold France and Spain from efpoufing his caufe, were 
once diffolved, and a bare connivance in his favour from either of thofe 
quarters, the fpirit of difaffe@tion would foon rally, and the fparks of refent- 
ment, which now lye fmother’d, would break out into as fierce a flame as 
ever. However vain their reafonings may be, as to the fuccefs that would at~ 
tend any fuch praétices: yet this much is undeniable, that thefe notions leffen 
the weight and influence your majefty ought to have abroad, as to the affairs 
of Europe in general. And it is equally certain, that nothing will fo foon 
give credit to thefe opinions and infinuations, as the feeing any handle given 
to the enemies of your majefty’s government, for propagating difcontents at 
home, and for alienating the affeflions of your majefty’s fubjetts. 

Among all the topicks for fawing fedition, there is none which the jacobites 
have managed with greater induftry and fuccefs, than your majefty’s inclina~ 
tions frequently to yifit your German dominions,.. But whatever artifice they 
have employed to this end, yet the neceflity of your majefty’s infpe€ting from 
time to time, the fate of your affairs in thofe parts, and the prudence and cau- 
tion your majefty has ufed as to the times and feafans of undertaking this 
journey, have in a great meafure difappginted their endeavours to mifrepre- 
fent this ftep: but when they may with fome appearance at leaft infinuate, 
that this jougney will become annual, the wifeft man cannot foretell what mif 
chiefs fuch an opinion, fhould it gain credit, may produce. Should your 

majelty 
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majefty, therefore, after fo long a ftay as your affairs required you to make at Period If 
Hanover laft year, think it proper and advifeable immediately after the ending rapa ; 
of this fhort feffion, again to vifit your foreign dominions, you would thereby —rpxq.° 
give an opportunity to the difaffetted to infinuate, that the fame inclinations 
which call your majefty abroad this fummer, being likely always to fubfift, will 
always produce the fame effeét, and Britain thereby be reduced to the fame 
ftate with Ireland (where the lord lieutenant never appears, but when the par- 
liament is called to give money) and never enjoy the bleffing of your majefty’s 
prefence any longer than while this fervice lafts. 

Having laid before your majefty, the inconveniences and dangers which in my 
opinion will arife from your going abroad this year; I moft humbly beg leave 
to mention fome of the many advantages that will in all probability be the confe-~ 
quences of your majefty’s continuance here this fummer. In the firft place, 
the well affe€ted party in general, being fupported by your majefty’s prefence, 
and encouraged by being under your immediate influence, will enabled to 
make the beft advantage of the prefent good temper the nation isin. Your 
majefty’s friends in the city, will not only carry every thing during the fum-~ 
mer, but by the help and affiftance of your fervants, will be prepared to lay 
before the parliament, fuch bills as may for the future fecure the government 
of that important place, entirely in the hands of thofe who are zealous in your 
majefty’s intereft. 

The next points of confequence to the peace, eafe, and fecurity of your 
majefty’s government, are the clergy and the two univerfitics, and if a right 
ufe is made of their prefent difpofition, 1 am perfwaded, it will not be difficult 
to find out fome farther encouragements, that will make the majority of thofe 
great bodies firm friends to your majefty; and as your majefty knows, that I 
have always had the gaining them over to your majefty very much at heart, fo 
T have lately had frequent converfations on this head with the bithop London,* * Gibfoa; 
_ who is, with me, fully perfuaded it would be very pra€ticable to reduce them te 
a better fenfe of their duty; and we have already made a rough draught of fome 
things proper te be done for this end. The laft and moft important confide- 
ration, is the preferving that zeal and affeAion towards your majefly, which 
has hitherto appeared fo eminently in this parliament, and taking hold of the 
prefent fituation of your affairs, for concerting, during the recefs, {uch meafures 
as may, with their concurrence, at their next meeting, fecure your majefty and 
the nation, from thofe frequent convulfions, which have ét all tims been fele 
by your royal predeceflors, ever fince the revolution. | 

2q23 I muft 
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Period 11. - I muft before I conclude, beg leave to make one further obfervation of your 
iqa0 1727+ majelty, that fhould you be pleaicd to defer going abroad this fummer, your 
‘1724, Majefty may, by calling the patliament in Ottober next, have the feffion 
finifhed in February, and without the Icaft inconvenience to your affairs, fett 
out from hence in the beginning of March next, and ftay at Hanover, if you 
think fit, till January fullowing. So that take two years together, you will at 
once pafs almoft as many months there as you could do, if you went this fum- 
mer and the next; with this only difference, that the one may occafion and 
Bring inextricable difficulties upon your affairs here, and the other will not give 

rife even to the leaft murmur. ; 

I prefume to fend your majefty my thoughts upon this matter in writing, 
that what, I have to lay before your majefty may be done with greater exatt- 
nefs and privacy. 1 once mere beg your majefty will belicve, that what is 
here faid upon a fubjeét, which I fear will be difagreable to you, flows from 
a heart full of duty and veneration for your facred perlon, and from no other 
motives, but thofe of honour and confcience; and that after 1 have laid my 
thoughts with the greateft deference before your majefty, I fhall not only 
obey, but chearfully execute whatever your majefty fhall think fit to deter- 
mine; being with the warmeft zeal and moft unalterable attachment, fire, 
your majefty’s moft dutifull fubjeét, and moft devoted fervant. 


This firm but refpettful reprefentation had its due effet; the king did not 
remove from England, and his prefence was highly inftrumental in maintaining 
the domeftic tranquillity. 





LETTERS BETWEEN COUNT BROGLIO AND THE KING 
OF FRANCE. 


Thefe letters contain much curious intelligence, concerning the flate of the court 
and miniftry, though, in fome refpects, they cannot be in pliticly relyed on, 
as they occafonally relate the current rumours of the day. 


COUNT BROGLIO TO THE KING OF FRANCE. 


Walpole = (July 6, 1724.) “AS the duchefs of Kendal feemed to exprefs a defire to 
Papers: fee me often; I have been very attentive to lier; being convinced that it is 
Tranflation. highly efferttial to the advantage of your majefty’s fervice, to be on good terms 
with hes, for fhe is clofely united with the three minifters who now govern; 

and 
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and thefe minifters are in ftrit union together, and are as far as I can judge, . Period If, 


well inclined. They vifit me very frequently, ®oth together and fingly; 
and I behave to them in the fame manner. Chavigny frongly affured me, 
that I might place an entire confidence in them. Their future condué will 
enable me to judge better of their fentiments. The king of England, has 
made Chavigny a prefent of 1000/. which is double to what is ufually given 
to envoys. Both. the king and the minifters appear to be very well fatisfied: 
with him. 

Lord Townfhend and Mr. Walpole have been lately indifpofed, but they 
are now quite recovered. It is much to be wifhed, that they flould remain 
in power, for they appear anxious to maintain the good intelligence which 
fubfifts between the two crowns; they poffefs an unbounded influence 
over the kmg and the duchefs of Kendal, they enjoy the whole power of go~ 
vernment, and the entire confidence of the king. 


The prince of Wales endeavours to obtain information of what paffes, from: 


perfons who are attached to him; but he learns nothing either from the king, 
the duchefs, or the nrinifters. The king goes every afternoon at five o'clock 
to the duchefs, the minifters occafionally attend; and it is there that affairs 
which require fecrecy*are treated, M. Dillon has introduccd me to his 
relations and friends, ‘who, as he informs me, can fupply me with good 
intelligence. 


(July 10.) THE more IT confider ftate affairs, the more I am convinced, 
“that the government is entirely in the hands of Mr. Walpole, lord Townfhend, 
and the duke of Newcaftle, who are on the beft terms with the duchefs of 
Kendal. ‘The king vifits her every afternoon from five to eight; and it is 
there, that the endeavours to pegetrate the fentiments of his Britannic ma- 
jefty, for the purpole of confulting the three minifters, and purfuing the mea- 
fures which may be thought neceffary for accomplifhing their defigns. She 
fent me word, that fhe was defirous of my friendfhip, and that I would place 
confidence inher. I affured her, that I would do every thing in my power 
_ to merit her efteem and fries Jiip. I am convinced that fhe may be advan~ 
tageoufly employed in prometing your majefty’s fervice, and that it will be 
neceffary to employ her; though I will not truft her further than is ablolutely 

neceflary, 
Staremberg hopes to goto France in a month, with the-charaéter of em- 
baflador. He had wsitten to the cour: of Vienna, that he Had difcovered a 
clofe 
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Period IIT. clofe-union between the minifters of France, Spain, and England. He re« 
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-ceived for anfwer, that the imperial court was perfuaded of the good-will of 
‘feveral perfons who compofed the cabinet of Spain, but ‘that if they were not 


Tilegible. to be implicitly depended on, the government was fo - and their 


powers fo weak, that there was nothing to fear. It muft be of advantage te 
your majefty’s fervice, that a quarrel has broken out between this embaflador, 
and the king, and miniftry of Great Britain, I fhall not exert myfelf to.adjuft 
the difference. 


(zoth July.) LORD Townhhend did not folicit the honour of a garter for 
‘bimfelf, he had even requefted it for another perfon; but the king, fpontaneoufly, 
‘nfifted on his accepting it, notwithftanding his remonftrating with great mo- 
defty, that there were many perfons more deferving of it than himfelf. It is, 
however, generally ‘believed, that the duchefs of Kendal, at the inlligation of 
lord Townfhend, fuggefted to the king, that it would be proper to inveft him 
with the garter; and there is a great appearance of probability in the conjec- 
ture, It is much to be wifhed, for the maintenance of the union between 
your majefty and the king of England, that no misfortune may happen to Mr. 
Walpole, he being abfolutely the helm of government: the king cannot de 
without him, on account of his great influence in the hutife of commons, whcre 


_ he depends entirely upon him, in every refpe€&t. He is a man of great abili- 


ties, and very enterprizing. The houfe place a moft unreferved confidence 
in him, and he has the addrefs to perfuade them, that the national honour is 
dearer to him, than all the wealth in the world. He is very ably feconded by 
Townfhend, who is a man of great capacity, and with whom he is in perfeét 
harmony. The duke of Newcaftle, who is indebted to him for his fituation, 
fubmits to his judgment in every thing, fo that the king experiefices no con- 
tradiGtion to his wifhes, but leaving the internal government entirely to Wal- 
pole, is more engaged with the German minifters in regulating the affairs of 
Hanover, than occupied with thofe of England. It is to be obferved, that 
Mr. Walpole adjufted the quarrel between the king and prince of Wales. 
He entirely governed the prince at that period, but he has fince left him, and 
attached himfelf to the king. For fome years paft, the king has not fpoke a 
word to the prince, nor the prince to him: the princefs of Wales, fometimes 
in public, attacks the king in converfation ; he anfwers her; but fome who are 
well apprized, that his majefty likes her no better than the prince, have af 
fured me, that he only fpeaks to her on thefe occafions, for the fake of deco. 

rum. 
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rom. The king regularly receives a thoufand pounds-every week, which he 
keeps himfelf; the remainder of the revenue of the civil lift, amounting to fix 
hundred thoufand pounds fterling, per annum, is remitted every month to his 
treafurer. It is faid, that the prince of Wales is a very good ceconomift, not: 
only of the one hundred thoufand pounds a year allowed him by parliament, 
but of the revenues of the principality of Wales, which may amount to 
20,000 /. more. ‘ 

The king has no predile@ion for the Englifh nation, and never receives in 
private any Englifh of either fex; none even of his principal officers are ad- 
mitted to his chamber in a morning to drefs him, nor in the evening to undrefs 
him. Thefe offiaes are performed by the Turks, who are his valets de cham- 
bre, and who give him every thing he wants in private. He rather con~ 
fiders England as a temporary poffeffion,* to be made the moft of while it 
lafts, than as a perpetual inheritance to himfelf and family. He will have 
no. difputes with the parliament, but commits the entire tranfattion of that 
bufinefs to Walpole, chufing rather that the refponfibility fhould fall on the mix 
nifter’s head than his own, and being well apprized that a king of Great 
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Britain is obliged, when the parliament requires it, to give an account of his: 
condué, as well with refpe& to the liberty of the fubjeét, as to the execution: 
and formation of laws. I have even been affured, that the king has expreffed: 


himfelf to this effe&. 


Iam perfuadcd, on the other hand, that Mr. Walpole, who is immenfely: 
rich, would with to retire froin bufinefs, and enjoy his wealth in quiet, but as: 


he has excited a great fhare of enmity and envy, it would be dangerous for 
him to retire; he is under the neceffity of retaining his fituation to preferve 
to himfelf and family the wealth and honours of which they are poffeffed. I 
am even inclined to think, that he entertains hopes of a particular prute€tion 
from the king, if he fhould happen to fall into difgrace; 1 labour daily, with 
all the dexterity I poflefs, to induce him to think fo, that I may keep him in 
the favourable fentiments he now entertains towards your majefty. I am very 
much deceived, if affairs are not exa€tly as I reprefent them; and I think L- 
may go fo far as to claim your entire confidence in the ftatements I have the 
honour to make. 


Carteret no longer goes to court, the prevailing party has intirely eee 


his influence with the king. He is no longer engaged in bufinefs; he isa man’ 
of great vivacity and intelligence, and very ambitious; he has already changed 
his 
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Period Il. his party feveral times, from interefted motives, a ‘circumftance which has 
Sate hdd brought him into difgrace with all parties. There is a ftri@ friendfhip and 
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union between him and my lord Cadogan; and I tisink it very fortunate for 
your majefty’s intereft, that Carteret is out of power; having been affured by 
people who pretend to great information on the fubjc@, that he was very much 
devoted to the intereft of the emperor. 

The miniftry hold Cadogan very cheap, and as he receives 20,000/. fterling 
a year from the treafury, he is Walpole’s humble fervant, a circumftance not at 
all to his hanour, as he is treated with much indignity, and there is no reafon for 
him to expceét a change -of fituation, or that he will obtain the patents, of 
which he is fo defirous. He has no ifluence at court, or in parliament, 
nor is he beloved by the people at large. He keeps up his refpeétability 
only by the fortune he has amaffed in the wars, and the revenues of his offices. 
He is a man of courage, and behaved well in. his fittation of quarter mafter 
general, and on other occafions. The immenfe wealth he has acquired, and 
his having, by means of the powerful influence of the duke of Marlborough, 
paffed over the heads of many of his feniors inthe army, have drawn on him 
a great many enemies. Every body fpeaks of him to me in thofe terms; and 
I am inclined to think, that the miniftry would dilmifs him, and give his 
place to fome one elfe, but the duke of Argyle is next in rotation to take the 
command of the troops; and as he is a man of exaltcd rank, who has fecn a 
great deal of fervice, is well verfed in intrigue, and would not fubmit to their 
authority, as they would wifh, they retain Cadogan, but humble him as 
much as poffible, on every occafion, 


THE KING OF FRANCE TO COUNT BROGLIO. 


(July 18, 1724.) THERE is no room to doubt, that the duchefs of Ken. 
dal, having a great afcendency over the king of Great Britain, and maintain- 
ing a ftrift union with his minifters, mult materially influence their principal 
refolutions. You will negleét nothing to acquire a fhare of her confidence, 
from a convidtion thai nothing can be more conducive to my intereft. ‘There’ 
is, however, a manner of. giving additional value to the marks of confidence 
you beftow on her in private, by avoiding in public all appearances which 
might feem too pointed, by which means you will avoid falling into the in- 
convenicnce of being fufpe&ted by thofe who are not friendty to the duchefss 
at the fame time, that a kind of my fterioufnefs in public, on the fubjett of 

your . 
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your confidence, will give rife to a firm belief of your having formed a Period JIL. , 


friendfhip mutually fincerc. I cannot be too particular in recommending to 
you to be very attentive in watching the condu& of Dillon's relation; and 
not only that you ought to be very cautious of giving credit to any intelli 
gence you may receive through that channel, but you ought even to be con- 
vinced, that nothing will render you more an obje& of fufpicion at the court 
where you are, than that officer’s maintaining a too frequent intercourle with 
his relations and friends; for it, would beget a fufpicion, that you Ian&tion, or 
at leaft connive at fuch an intimacy. For thefe reafons, as foun as you per~ 
ceive a too frequent correfpondence between that officer and any perfon 
whomfoever, which might be in the fmalleft degree fufpicious to the Englith 
government, fend him back to France, and enter into no explanations with 
him on the fubjeét. 

You are informed, by one of the memorials fubjoined to your inftru@tions, 
as. wells as by the copies, you have geceived from Chauvigny, of the laft letters 
written to him, of the prefent Mate of the negotiation fet on foot to reconcile 
the king of Great Britain and the czar. You know the obftacles it has_to 
encounter; that they agife principally from the referve thefe princes maintain 
towards each other: it is very difficult to bring any affair to a conclufion, 
when extraneous difficulties are added to thofe which are naturally incident, as 
is the cafe in the prefent inftlance. We are informed, that the Danifh minifter, 
at the court of the czar, convinced that the reconciliation would ‘be prejudi- 
cial to the interefts of his mafter, endeavours to prevent it, and confequently 
exerts himfelf to augment the difinclination the minifters of the czar had long 
manifefted to this reconciliation, You may communicate this intelligence 
to the Britith miniftry, giving them to underftand, that it ought to be an ad. 
ditional motive for their fovereign to difmifs his rcferve towards the czar, and 
to terminate an affair, the conclufion of which, ought to appear more defir- 
able to him, from the folicitude of other powers to prevent its taking effcét. 

Prince Eugene, after having teftified fome difcontent, that the Imperial mi- 
nifters at Cambray had made demands on fome points forcign to the objeéts 
for which the congrefs was inflitated, and particularly on the order af fuc~ 
ceflion eftablifhed by the emperor in his dominions, explained himfelf clearly 
enough on the fubjeét of the garrilons to be cftablifhed in Tufcany and 
Parma, and fpoke of it as a point fubjeét to difcuffion and explanation. But 
the ftipulations of the filth article of the treaty of London are fo clear on 
this point, and the emperor is fo far obliged to concur in the unqualified cx- 
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ecution of them, that the arguments of prince Eugene can never be adopted 


converfation then turned on titles, and on the golden fleece. On the firft 
fubjc&, it may be fuppofed, by what has been faid, that the emperor did. 
not make many difficulties in ging up titles to which he had no longer any 
pretenfion, and that the fentiments of Spain were perfettly reciprocal. Prince 
Eugene was not fo explicit on the fubje&t of the golden fleece; but feverat 
circumftances lead to a belief, that the court of Vienna is defirous to exercife 
the fun@tions of grand mafter of that order. However difficult it may be to 
form any decifive opinions from this converfation between prince Eugene and 
M. Dubourg, it may be fairly inferred from that, and feveral other things, 
which have been communicated at different periods, that the court of Vienna 
is really defirous to terminate the congrefs of Cambray; the duration of which 
keeps them in a ftate of fufpenfe. Nothing can be more fortunate than this 
ifpofition, and advantage may be taken ef it, in the courfe of the negotia~ 
tion, to procure greater benefits to the court of Spain; I am fure, the mi. 
nifters of the court where you are, will be of the fame opinien, when you 
communicate to them, which you will eafily find an opportunity of doing, the 
information I have given you, of the advices received a few days ago from 
Vienna. 


COUNT BROGLIO TO THE KING OF FRANCE. 


(July 24,1724.) ONE of the two knights recently created, is my lord 
Scarborough, mafter of the horfe to the prince of Wales, and very much at- 
tached to him. He has found means to manage fo well, that the minifters: 
perfuaded the king to give ‘him the ribband, in preference to many others, 
who had a better right to expe that honour. It is the policy of the mi- 
nifters to procure places for thofe who are attached to, and in favour with she 
prince of Wales; fearing that a time may come when they will ftand in need 
of their fervices. It is certain that the king has not done it out of affection 
for the prince of Wales, and that the prince did not {peak a word to him on. 
the fubje&t. I affert this from the beft authority, 


(July 27,1724.) I Shall obey your majefty’s commands, in refpe@ to 
Dillon’s relation, on the flighteft appearance of a too great intimacy between 
him and his family, which might be difagreeable to government. As yet, 
howe¥er, he has had no opportunity of doing any thing contrary to your 
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I will find means to give him a hint, as from myfelf, that being an Irifhman, 
he fhould be more guarded both in converfation and behaviour, than the other 
officers in the French fervice, whom your majefty has permitted to come te 
this country. 





PAPERS AND LETTERS PRINCIPALLY RELATING TO 
LORD BOLINGBROKE, 


Intelligence refpetting lord Bolingbroke. 
(De Paris le 10 May, 1715.) MILORD Bullingbrook part pour aller faire 


fa refidence dans le Lionnois 4 portée de Geneve, muni d'une bonne lettre 
de credit fur le chevallier Richard Cantillon, Irlandois, banquier en cette 
ville et chevallier de la facon du pretendant. I/ reconnoit 4 prefent le mau- 
vais tour, que luy a joué le comte d’Oxford, en fe cachant dans fa prevince, ct 
faifant repandre le brufit, qu'il s’eftoit fauvé, a deffein de faire peur 4 mi lord 
Bullingbrook, et luy faire prendre le parti qu'il a pris. 1] reconnoit auffy, 
que le pretendant a rendu un grand fervice au roy George, en parlant dans 
fon manifelte de Vintelligence qui efoit entre luy et la feué cine Anne. 
Que par la mefme raifon il avoit aufly ruiné tous ceux qui avoient dans ce 
pays eté dans fes interefts, affeurant qu’il n’y en avoit plus un feul, qui defor- 
mais vouloit entendre parler de luy. 1 a adjouté dit-on, fans que je fache, 
fi cé n’eft pas une charité qu’on luy préte, que cette feule demarche du pre» 
tendant fuffifoit de convaincre tout le monde qu’il eftoit vray fils de fon 
Pere, 


EARL OF STAIR TO HORACE WALPOLE, 


Ill founded reports circulated at Paris, that lord Bolingbroke had betrayed the 
| pretender. 


(Paris, March 3, 1716.) THIS true jacobite proje& has been at laft 
difcovered, and they imagine nobody would tell it but Bolingbroke, who, they 
have now as they fay, clearly difcovered, has all along betrayed them; and fo 
poor Harry is turned out from being fecretary of fate, and the feals are given 
to Mar; and they ufe poor Harry moft unmercifully, and call bim knave 
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that he could not play his part with a grave enough face: he cod not help 
laughing now and then at fuch kings and queens. He had a miftrefs here at 
Paris; and got drunk now and then, and he fpent the money. upon his mif- 


trefs, that he fhould have bought powder with, and negletted buying and 


fending the powder and the arms, and never went near the queen; and in one 
word, told lord Stair all their defigns, and was had out of England for that pur- 
pofe. I would not have you laugh, Mr. Walpole, for all this is very ferious. 
For the reft they begin now to apprehend, that their king is unlucky; and that 
the wefterly winds and B’s treafon have defeated the fineft projyef&l that ever 
was laid. The French are very angry with B. and fpeak very ill of him in 
every houfe in Paris; but for the reft of them, they fay they are mad and dream, 
and that they never intended to help him at all. By this time you have rea- 
fon to think my epiftle long enough, and not wrote with that gravity which 
becomes a minifter, but that is not altogether my fault; for I have told you - 
nothing but fober and ferious truths.. 

This ds a private letter, not be given up to the houfe of commons. 


LORD BOLINGBROKE TO SIR WILLIAM WYNDHAM. 


Reprefents the ill conduét, weakne/s, and defperate fituation of the pretender's 
affairs, asa warning, and diffuades his friend from entering into any en~ 
gagements tn that line. 


(September 13, 1716.) HOWEVER this letter comes to your hands, 
you are not to be furprifed, fince it will not be fent, unlefs fuch meafures. 
are taken as may render the conveyance of it fecure. A common friend of 
your’s and mine, who arrived fome time agoe in this country, gave me hopes. 
of feeing youhere. In the firft heate, I flattered myfelf with fo pleafing an 
expectation: but when I refleéted upon your paft and prefent circumftances,. 
I began to defpair; and yet dear Willey, it would be of the utmoft importance 
to you, to our friends, and to our country too, if I could have an hour’s con- 
verfation with you, and make you feel in difcourfe, what muft be very imper- 
fe€ily and very faintly reprefented in a letter. Depend upon what 1 fay to 


‘you, my deareft friend, nothing can be fo defperate as the circumftances of 


affairs, nothing fo miferable as the chara@ers, nothing fo weake as fhe mea- 

fures; and whoever reprefents things in another light, is guilty cither of grofs 

ignorance or of {candalous artifice. That ardent.and fincere affeétion which 
I bear 
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I bear you, and which I fhall carry to the grave along with me, exaéts this ad- Bolingbroke. | 


monition from me; and the rather, becaufe the knowledge I have of fome part 
of what is doing; and the guefs I make at the particulars, which I do not cer- 
tainly know, incline me to think, that I fhould not negle&t a moment in fo 
materiall an affair. 

If other perfons fpeak another language, they have one of thefe two mo. 
tives; either the heate of their temper or their ignorance of fa&s, make them 
déteive themfelves firft, and their friends afterwards; or elfe having nothing 
left to loofe, and by confequence nothing to hazard, they imagine it very law~ 


full and very politick, to expofe as many as they can to the fame fituation as 


they are already in. Let me therefore conjure you on no account whatever, 
to enter into any meafure, till by fome means or other, we Have contrived to 
meet, which I hope will not prove imprafticable. Keep yourfelf til! then ab~ 
folutely independant of all engagements, and remember that the time will 
“come, when you will own this advice to be the truef inftance of friendfhip 
which I can ever give you. I am not yet able to prefcribe you a very fecure 
way of writing tome; affoort as I am, you fhall hear again from me. I fend 
you no news from thefe parts, publick papers communicate publick occur- 
rences; I will however mention two obfervations which I make, and which 
you will apply. The people who belong to St. Germains and Avignon, were 
never more fanguine in appearance; and yet the king of Sweden is opprefs’d, 
and the regent will uudonbtedly throw himfelf a corps perdu into the king of 
England’s intereft. z 
Adieu,syou fhall foon receive either a more particular letter, or fee a mef- 
fenger of your acquaintance from me. I embrace you, my dear Willey, and 
am for ever much more your’s than my own. I anfwered your laft letters: 
the fame perfon that brought me your’s, took care of my anfwer. What I 
write is only for you, and one or two of our bofome friends. The inference 
to.be drawn from it, and the ufe to be made of it, ought to be as gencral, as 
your concerne for perfons reaches. I give you thig caution, the rather be- 
caufe fome things, which I writ over, and which were by no means proper to 
rebound back hither, did however do fo. You will cafily guefs this not to be 
very proper, perhaps not very fafe for me. 
September the 17th, this letter comes to you fealed with an head, and 
will go under our fricnd Jemmy’s cover. 


LORD 
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LORD TOWNSHEND TO SECRETARY STANHOPE. 
[Enclofes the preceding letter. ] 

Information concerning the defigns of the pretender, colletted from lord Boling- 
broke’s private letter to fir William Wyndham, which was fent unfealed to the 
pofmafter general. 

' IR, es, ‘Hampton Court, September 15, 1716+ 

"THREE pofts being due from your fide, I have none of your letters to ac~ 

knowledge; but the occafion of my writing is to communicate to you, by 


Private. his royal highnefs’s command, {ome papers and advices relating to tlhe defigns 
Dranght, of the pretender, in order to your laying them before the king. One of them 


is a letter from the perfon employed by his majefty to get intelligence at Paris, 


whofe hand I make no doubt both thé king and you will remember, dt ap- 


pears by what he writes, that the pretender is fhortly to make fome new attempt. 


either on Scotland or England. But this advice is more fully confirmed by 


a letter from the jate Jord Bolingbroke to fir William Wyndham, which came 
to my hands yefterday morning, in a pretty extraordinary manner. He gave it 
unfealed to young Mr. Craggs at Paris, defining bim to fend it open under 
cover to his father,-the poflmafter general, to whom it fhould be left to fend 
it forward, or to fupprefs it, as he fhould think fitt. Old Mr. Craggs imme~ 
diatcly brought it to me, to know what fhould be done with it; I defired he 
would give me a.copy of it, to lay before his royal highnefs, who prefently de~ 
termined, that it ought by all means to be fent on as diretted. Bolingbroke 
feems to have had two views in writing it; firft to deter his friend from 
having ‘any fhare in an attempt, of the fuccefs of which he had fo ill an opi- 
anion; and in the next place to give the government fome fort of proof of his 
averfien to the meafurcs now taking by the party. What is moft remarkable 
in it (as you will fee by the inclofed copy) is, that the pretender’s defign (what- 
ever it be) appears to him to be in fuch forwardnefs, that knowing fir Wil. 
liam Wyndham’s zeal fdr that fervice, he thought not a moment was to be 
loft in advertifing him, in order to keep him clear from engaging in it; and 
then, that he looks upon the regent as determined to throw himfelf @ corps 
perdu into his majefty's intereft. He obferves, that the jacebites both at St. 
Germains and Avignen, never appeired fo fanguine as at prefent; and the 
fame is true with refpeti to the party in England, who, according to concur 
gent and unqueflionable accounts from all parts of the kingdom, are ftrangely 
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elated with the expefation of fome fudden attempt in their favour, in which Bolingbroke, 
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they are confident of being fupported by @ body of foreign forees. 


LORD BOLINGBROKE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 


Expreffes his gratitude for paft favours—and makes firong profeffions of ate 
tachment, if his reftitution 1s completed. 

MY LORD, June 28, 1723. 
you have laid the higheft obligation upon me, in the handfomeft and moft 

generous manner, and I defire your lord{hip to be perfuaded, you never 
laid any which made a deeper or morc lafting impreffion. I fhall do my beft 
on this fide of the water to leffen the force of any objc@tions againit what the 
king has done, and intends to do in my favour; and if my reititution can be 
compleated, your lord{hip may have more ufeful friends and fervants; a more 


faithful one you cannot have, than I fhall endeavour to approve myfelf. Mr. : 


"Walpole tells me, that I may give your Jordfhip the trouble of delivering the 
two inclofed, which I beg of you to prefent to the king, and to the dutchels of 
Kendal. I am, my lord, with all poffible efleem and gratitude, dc. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO LORD BOLINGBROKE. 


Delivers his letters to the king and duche/s of Kendal.—Declares the king’s in- 
tentions in his favour, to complete his refirtution, if it can be carried in 
parliament, 

MY LORD, ; Pyrmont, July 9—-20, 1723. 
Y¥ laft poft, I defired my brother Walpole to let your lordfhip know, that 
I had received the honour of your’s of the 28th June, and had delivered 
the two enclofed to the king and'the duchefs of Kendall. But that as his ma- 
jefty avoids reading as much as he can, during the time of drinking the waters, 
none of the letters were then returned to me. I have fince received them from 
the king, and have his majefty’s command to acquaint your lordfhip, that he 
was very glad to find you were returned fafe into England. The king re- 
ceived very gracioufly the aflurances your Jordfhip gave in your letter, and as 
his majefty queflions not in the'leaft, but that your behaviour will cvery way 
anfwer his expeétation, fo your lordfhip may be fatisfied of his majefty’s good 
intentions to have what remains to be done in your favour perfellly finifhed ac- 


cording to your defirc, which being a parliamentary affair, your lordfhip knows, 
that 
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eh circum{pettion. Iam likewife defired by the dutchefs of Kendall, to return 
your lordfhip very many thanks for your letter to her, with affurances of her 


grace’s particular regard for your lordfhip, and the fuccefs of your affairs. It 
was an extreme pleafure to me to fee that your lordfhip was fatisfied with the 
fhare I had in moving the king in your favour; I fhall be always ready to 
contribute my utmoft towards compleating what your lordfhip further expeéts ; 


and J fhall in all things that are in my power continue to fhew your lordfhip 


with how much fincerity, and with how truc an eftcem, I am, &c. 


LORD BOLINGBROKE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 


Returns thanks, and renews his profefhons of attachment.— Flatters himfelf that 
the obflruélions to his reftitution well be removed. 

MY LORD, Aix Ja Chapelle, Sept. 17, 1723+ 
Chofe rather to let your lordfhip know, by Mr. Walpole, how fenfibly I 
was affected by the letter you did me the honour to write me, while I was at 

London, than to give you immediately the trouble of another; but fince my 
brother is going to Hanover, let the opportunity be my excufe, if 1 return 
you my thanks under my own hand, and write to you again, tho” I have no~- 
thing now to fay. Mr. Walpole will have told your Jordfhip, what his opin- 
ion concerning my fituation was. I have condutted mylelf agreeably to it, 
cand fhall continue to do fo. 

There may be fome, I think there will not be many, who will be angry not- 
withftanding all the precautions which can be taken; but furely their anger 
muft have a very ill grace, when all other pretences being taken away, they 
can have no reafon to affign againft an a€t of mercy, which his majefty thinks 
fit to do, and the minifter to advife, but their own private humour, After 
about a months ftay at this place, I fhall go back to Paris, and continue ‘there 
or remove frem thence, according to what lord Harcourt writes to-me in con- 
cert with your lordfhip and Mr. Walpole. _ If the king’s ftay in Germany this 
year be as long as was apprehended when I left England, I muft expeét no 
decifion in my affairs for feveral inonths, but whenever the parliament does 
meet, this decifion will, I think, happen; whatéver it will be, I fhall prefer it 
to fufpenfe. My brother will have the honor to prefent this letter to your 
lardfhip. Since he is related to me, he muftbe * * wW you; and I hope 

your 
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your lordfhip will look upon him as a fervant on whom you may always de- Bolingbroke, 
pend, Ihave writ by him to my lady duchefs of Kendall, from whom I 
have upon all occafions received the greateft civilities poffible; and my lord 
Carterct having done me the honour of a letter fome time ago, I thought it 
proper likewife to write to his lordfhip by him. Give me lcave to depend 
on you, my lord, for making my moft humble duty acceptable to the king. 
Whatever obitru€tions the fpirit of party may ftill raife to my return 
home, his majefty fhall have no where a fubjett more faithfully devoted to 
‘Kim than myfelf, nor your lordfhip a more obedient and more humble 


fervant, ‘&c. 


1724. 


LORD BOLINGBROKE, PROBABLY TO LORD HARCOURT. 


Charatter and difpofition of the “duke of Bourbon favourable to the Englifh 
court.—Offers his own affiflance to ee that good difpofition.—His 


folititude to affift the minijftry. 

MY LORD, Paris, December 17, 1723. 
Received on Sunday the 12th inftant, the honour of your lordfhip’s letter aoe 
of the 27th of November, which our friend Brinfden brought me, and rarer 

what came recommended by your lordfhip and Mr. Walpole, has been already Dec oper bored by 
executed, as far as is either neceflary or proper att this time. You may de~ 47 
pend upon it, that the duke of Bourbon is difpofed juft as you could wifh that 
he fhould be. | He has taken all the methods which the conjuntlure required 
of exprefling thefe difpofitions; and, as he fays himfelf, that degree of con- 
fidence, which words cannot create, muft be left to time, and will be wrought 
up by a fteady conduét. He has always paft fora man of truth, and if my 
opinion can be of any weight, you will always find him fo. There are, how. 
ever, many things to be taken into confideration with refpcét to this coun, 
which in my opinion, will require a more than ordinary attention, and this 
attention will, if Iam not deceived, be much more neceflary fome timc hence, 
than it is aCually. I have fpoken fo freely and fo fully upon all thele heads 
to Mr. Walpoie, that I may refer mylell to what he has writ, and wil, I fup- 
pofe, in a few days fay to you. 
_ As to my part, my lord, I fhall be extreamly glad on any occafion to con- 
tribute my mite to the king’s fervice, and to help to ciment a clofe correfpond- 
ence between the two courts, whofe true intereft it is to be perfeétly united. 
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But I muft obferve two things to your lordfhip, with my ufual franknefs; 
One is, that to cultivate and improve this good difpofition in general, which I 
promife you not to negleét, as far as my power gocs, and as opportunitys pre- 
fent themfclvcs, is not a very important fervicc, unlefs at the fame time I am 
able to awaken it, and to help to apply it in particular caies, as they occur; for, 
my lord, you are not to apprehend, that this difpofition will be dire@lly com- 
bated by any one, but I would not anfwer that there may not be in time fome 
endeavours to lull it afleep, or to divert it. Another thing, which I would ob- 
ferve to your lordfhip, and which Mr. Walpole did yefterday very kindly 
obferve to me, is this, that as long as I remain in the uncertain fate in which 
I ftill am, it is impoflible I fhould exert myfelf as I could with to do in your | 
fervice, without running too great a rifque; I mean that of rendering my 
afyle lefs agreeable, and lefs fecure, when I cannot depend upon having an 
home, This is all which feems neceflary to be faid att prefent upon the fub- 
je&t. Brinfden will return to you very foon, and by him I fhall not fail to 
write again. Let me defire your lordfhip to affure Mr. Walpole of my 
humble fervices. I will trouble neither him nor you at this time about my 
private affairs, but conclude with affuring you, that I am, my dear lord, moft 
faithfully, your lordfhip’s moft obedient and moft humble fervant. 


LORD BOLINGBROKE, PROBABLY TO LORD HARCOURT. 


Acknowledges his inclination to ufe his intereft with the duke of Bourbon in 
promoting the harmony between France and England.—Views of the Spanifh 
fattion on the crown of France.—Duke of Bourbon inclined to oppofe the 
attempts of the pretender.—States the delicacy of his own fituation; and ex= 
preffes a defire that he may be foon relieved from fufpence. 

MY LORD, , Paris, Deo, 23, 17240 
Have writ very largely to Mr. Walpole: that letter will no doubt be fhewr 
to your lordthip, and I fhall avoid repeating in this any thing which is faid. 

there. Your lordfhip will have {cen by the letter, which I fent you foon after 

Brinfden’s arrival, that I loft no time in executing what you defired of me, and 

in putting myfelf into a condition of doing the beft fervice in my power. It 

is not only ‘the intereft of my king and my country, which I purfue in a€ting. 
conformably to your defires, but it is the true intereft likewife of a prince, 
whofe friendfhip, he authorifes me to ule that expreffion, by the treatment he 

gives 
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gives me, I have "been honoured with thefe many years. You thay’ depend Bolingbroke 
on his prefent intentions, they are perfe&lly agrecable to his declarations; but 
ftill I: fhould fpeak contrary to my own judgement; I go further, my lord, I 
fhould fpeak contrary to my own knowledge, if I told you that the fame dee 
gree of attention to the affairs of this country, which was fufficient in the late 
duke of Orleans’s time, was fufficient now. A long regency, great fuccefs in 
his undertakings, many of which were hazardous, and fuch as Lewis the 14th 
qould not have ventured upon; a confirm’d power in the government, and a 
confirm’d intereft in the king, had made that prince fuperior to all caballs, 
_ and apfolute mafter of the kingdom. I hope that the duke of Bourbon will be 
fo in time, but time is neceffary to that purpofe, and your court may contribute 
to it, as you did, perhaps more than you imagined yourfelves, to eftablifh the 
authority of his predeceffor, In the mcan while, I prefume to tell you, that 
for his fake (and he is now the center of the publick intereft in this country) 
great attention is neceffary on your part as miniftcrs, and all the fhew of perlonal 
friendfhip on the part of the king towards him. He is firft in authority, tho’ 
there is another prince * of the blood nearer to the crown. It were to be wifh’d, * The duka 
that there was a better harmony between them; for their intereft 1s the fame, and a Oieant 
their intereft is the common intereft of Europe; but the duke of Bourbon fees 
the neceffity of their union; and his endeavours, joyn’d to the experience which 
the other will daily acquire, may, it is to be hop’d, by degrces ciment this union, 
which, I much doubt, there are many who would be glad to hinder. The 
notion of a Spanifh faétion, which would be glad to fet the eftablifhment of the 
fucceffion afide, fhould the young king fail; and throw Europe into blood once 
more, is no imaginary, bat a real and well grounded notfon, The endeavours, 
of this faétion will be conceal’d with care, and difguifed under various ap~ 
pearances ; and as attention will be neceffary to kecp them from deceiving 
others, fo muft attention be had to keep them from deceiving likewife thofe 

againft whofe intereft they are immediatcly idretted. As it is reafonable that 
we fhould be watchful forthe duke of Bourben, fo it is reafonable, that he 

fhould be watchful for us, Ieaft the friends of the pretender take any advantage 
on this turn of affairs, or Seaft they take, as they are apt cnough to do, en- 
couragement to intrigue, tho’ they have no advantage to aft. I have faid this 
very thing to him, and he was as explicite and as ftrong in his anfwers to me 

upon the fubjeét, as I could defire. I will only add, that if there are, or 


thould came into power, any perfons favourable to that intereft, the duke of 
“‘ss2 Bourbon 
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Period III. Bourbon is the only perfon capable of traverfing the impreffions they may be 


172010 1747* ready to give, and the defigns they may carry on. 
1724. . Your lordfhip fees, that I obey your orders fully ; they are agreeable to my 


inclinations, and have therefore a double weight. “But I muft own to you, 
that I fhall be fearful to write by any other conveyance, as freely as I do by 
this; and I muft fuggeft to you another confideration. Hitherto I have had 
but few friends, becaufe I have liv’d in a very retir’d manner, and cultivated 
tittle befides my garden and my ftudys, but for the fame reafon I have had ng 
enemys. ‘Fhe cafe will be foon alter’d, if I continue to keep in fuch a fitua- 
tion as may make me of real ufe to the publick intercft. It is true indeed, 
that my endeavours will have no objeét but the general good of Europe, 
which in all thefe affairs is the particular intereft of our king and of the duke 
of Bourbon; but, my lord, a profcrib’d man, who has no fupport befides his 
integrity, may be foon diftrefs’d and caball’d out of his credit, perhaps with 
the very prince whom he endeavours to ferve. 

Is it not time that I fhould make a tranfition from my fituation here to the 
ftate of my affairs in England? In a long converfation which I had the other 
day with Mr. Walpole, I think that the whole difficulty was reduc’d to this. 
In the prefent ftate of the court and of the party, fhould my geftitution be at- 
tempted, there would be a fmall number of perfons made angry in both houfes. 
Others who appear’d for me, might underhand foment this anger, and excufe 
themfelves, by urging that they were driven to comply, and lay the whole load 
upon Mr. Walpole, to the ftrengthening their own party credit, and to the 
weakening his. I have mention’d this, and I think an{wer’d it too in my let- 
ter to Mr. Walpole; and in truth, my lord, if there be no other reafon againft 
undertaking to finifh my bufinefs, I fhould hope that this reafon will not des 
termine againft me. Let me conjure you, my lord, one way or other, to draw 
me out of fufpence this winter. It is grown quite unfupportable to me; and 
it is the more fo att this moment, becaufe, if I am not after all to go home, £ 
can fettle myfelf in fuch a manner as will agreasble to me abroad. I am 
about to marry the marquife’s* daughter to a young man of great quality in 
this country: I flatter myfelf, that I fhall have the duke of Bourbon’s affift,. 
ance, in making this fettlement; and if I thought that I fhould not be reftor’d - 
this winter, I own to your lordfhip, that I would att the fame-time take my 


* Madame de Villette, niece to madame de Maintenon, whom he marricd after bis firft 
wife’s death, 


meafures 
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meafures to be myfelf a little better fettled here, than I am att prefent. Once Bolingbroke. 
more, my lord, I intreat you, that this winter may not pafs over as fo many 
others have done. Let me be cither reftor’d, or told that it cannot be ate 
tempted; in which cafe, I doubt not, but you will find the facility of doing 
what is neceflary to fecure the eftate I have, and that which would belong to 
me, if my father fhould drop. 

I have writ to my lord Townfhend as well as to Mr. Walpole, and I 
thgught it proper to make a compliment in a few lines to Carteret, that he may 
take no pretence of complaint from my behaviour. Adicu, my lord, no man 
living is with greater truth or a warmer fricndihip your moft obedient humble 
fervant. If you judg proper that I fhould take the liberty of writing to his 
majcfty att the opening of the parliament; and if you would have me write 
any other letters, give me your orders and inftruétions. The firft courier 
fhall carry my anfwer, and the execution of your lordfhip’s commands. 


1744. 


LORD BOLINGBROKE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 


Requefts him to folictt his reftitution.—Profeffes his devotion to the hing and 
the minifters. 
MY LORD, Paris, December 29, 1723. 


OU will fee fo much of my writing on this occafion, that it is but reafon- ‘Townthend 
able I fhould fave you the trouble of a long letter. Give me leave, ia tilde 
therefore, to refer you to what I have faid to my lord Harcourt and to Mr. Decophered by 
Walpole. Your lordthip has been pleas’d to exprefs yourfelf with fo much Rrialen 
franknefs and generofity concerning my reftitution, that I make no doubt of 
your powerful affiftance to bring it about att this conjun€ture; and fhould it 
fail now, Iam perfuaded that your lordfhip will not blame me, if 1 give over all 
expectation of it. Since his majcfty was firft fo good as to offer it me, I have 
endeavoured to make myfelf not unworthy of it, and I am a€tually giving 
you the beft proofs in my power, that I have nothing more at heart than the 
king’s fervice, and the particular advantage of your lordfhip, and thole who 
are joyn’d with you. I am perfuaded, that your lordfhip’s brother-in-law, 
who is now here, will do me this juftice. Since my letters to my lord Har~ 
court, and to Mr. Walpole were writ, here has happen’d one of thofe very 
things 1 was apprchenfive of; it is of great moment, and gives great alarm to 


all thofe who mean well to the prefent eftablifhment in England ang! in France. 
Some 
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Period III. Some meafures fhould be taken to prevent, if poflible, more errors, for fuch 
Tree T will yet awhile believe them, from being committed. I think Mr. Walpole 


1724. 


Townthend 


Papers, 


cannot be inftruéted to {peak too ftrongly and too plainly on this occafion; 
and in faying thus much to your lordfhip, I mean a fervice to the prince who 
governs here, as well as to his majefty, and to the common intercft of Europe. 
Iam, my lord, with refpe€ and truth, your lordfhip’s moft obedient humble 
fervant, 


LORD BOLINGBROKE TO HORACE WALPOLE. 
[Enclofes a letter to lord Harcourt. ] 


(Tuefday evening.) 1 Have had company all day, and am a little out of 
order to night, fo that I have not been able to write all the letters I intended. 
This to lord Harcourt, I defire you to fend. I need not recommend to you, 
that it may go in your pacquet to lord Townfhend. You know how, much I 
ought to defire, that neither Schaub nor his patron may know any thing of 
my correfpondence. Adicu, ‘dear fir; I do affure you that I am, and that 
you fhall always find me moft faithfully your obedient humble fervant. 


LORD BOLINGBROKE TO LORD HARCOURT. 


Communicates fome intelligence.—Defires his corre{pondence may be kept fecret 
from Carteret and Schaub. 


December 30, 1723. 


Townfhend PRAY tell my lord Harcourt from lord Bolingbroke, that although the letter 


Papers. 


writt according to the firft appearances, and according to the ancient cha- 


_ Decyphered by ra€ter and prefent affurances of a certain perfon, yet in his letters to lord Hare 


Brinfden, 


court and to Mr. Walpole, as well as in the clofe of that to lord Townfhend, 
enough is faid to put them on their guard, befides which, the minutes Brinfden 
took, are plain. However, lord Bolingbroke has feen, fince Brinfden went, 
new seafons to be alerm’d, and will therefore once more write his thoughts 
on fo nice a fubje€&t. The feud between the two princes encreafes daily; they 


- who help to encreafe it, ufe it to drive the miniftry into the king of Spain’s ine 


tereft; the duke du Maine, who is undoubtedly in this intereft, tho’ uncle to 
the duke of Orleans, is well with the duke of Bourbon, and takes meafures 
with him. 

Lord 
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will not anfwer for it. It is certain, that long before lord Bolingbroke, or any 
one elfe fufpe&ed it, and before the king of Spain could afk it, it was refolved 
on for Spain; and it was as certain, that the late king of France would not 
fend him there ten years ago, becaufe his charaGter was too well known; ina 
word, things have an ill afpeét, great art muft be employed, and great pains 
taken to bring them right. Adicu. Brinfden will decypher this {crawl for 
yor : 

Lord Bolingbroke recommends one thing particularly to you, and to Mr. 
Walpole, and lord Townfhend, that lord Carterct may riot have the leaft wind 
of this correfpondence. It would come foon to the ears of Schaub, who is 
the tool of the women here, a coxcomb, and dangerous. 


LORY BOLINGBROKE, PROBABLY TO LORD TOWNSHEND... 


Without date or fignature,. but endorfed December 29, 1723, N.S. in Brin 
den’s hand-writing. 


Prevalence of the Spani/h’ fatlion in various inflances.—Politic advice of lord 


Bolingbroke, with refpeét to Horace Walpole’s interference in the affair of la 


Vrilliere’s dukedom.—Lord Bolingbroke’s refloration folicited. 


Big 


Lord Bolingbroke wifhes.and hopes that his friend will aot abandon his own Bolingbroke... 
caufe, becaufe there is one whom he hates before him; but lord Bolingbroke ~~" 
1 


73h 


T is certain that the Spanifh fa&tion, begins to be very bufy, a€live, and fan- Townthend 
guine. Frejus, beyond difpute, is in it, tho’ not fulpcGed by the duke of Papers. 
Bourbon. A, ftrong proof of it, among others, is this, that when a certain Decyphered by 

perfon quoteé* the duke d’Angouleufme’s cafe, as a precedent for fettling the 47v/4e 


family of the prefent duke of Orleans, he obje€led to the precedent as a bad 
one, becaufe the duke of Angouleufme was prcfumptive heir to the crown, 
and urged inadvertently enough, that to follow that precedeng, would be to 
give umbrage to the court of Spain. This’ faét is frefh and true, it is unne~ 
ceffary to make refle€tions upon it, his bigotry is very great, and his devotion 
to the court of Rome: hence the hopes which the jacobites have of good offices 


from him. The duke of Bourbon befides a confidence in his friendfhip, . 


keeps meafures with him, on account of his great influence over the younge 

king. He is always prefent when the duke of Bourbon is with the king, and- 

without the name of minifter, has the power. Lord Bolingbroke fpoke plainly 
Z z s 

on 
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Period HI. on this man’s character, and on the jealoufy which it may occafion very juflly. 
C7 The duke of Bourbon promifes, that he will be very watchfull to hinder him 


1724. 


from doing any mifchief, and the duke of Bourbon, certainly means what he 
fays; but ftill there is danger from that quarter. Lord Bolingbroke appre- 
hends that Mr. Walpole is not enough aware of this. Marfhall de Villars is 
not at all to be reckon’d upon, vain and light, newly reconcil’d to the duke 
of Bourbon, very capable of any new and rafh meafures: the duke of Bour. 
bon, between thefe two, may without a miracle be mifled. He has been fo 
undoubtedly in the choice of Teffé to go to Spain. This man is fo avowedly 
in the Spanifh faftion, that he own’d to the late duke of Osleans, that fhould 
the king dye, he look’d on the king of Spain to be the rightfull heir, notwith- 
ftanding the treaties, renunciations, &c, Monteleon, his bofom friend, going 
back to Spain at the fame time. All this joyn’d to the marfhall’s intimate re- 
lation to the court of Turin, may furnifh matter of very difagreeable {pecula- 
tion. -Lord Bolingbroke has fpoke plainly on this fubje&, likewife to Mr. 
Walpole, who depends on the marfhall’s friendfhip, but will, it is to be hoped, 
be however on his guard. The duke of Bourbon having opened his heart to 
lord Bolingbroke upon la Vrillier’s affair, and confefs’d himfelf under the 
greateft difficulty imaginable; the king being violently {ett againft the thing, 
and the nobility clamorous, Lord Bolingbroke thought that he threw a very 
favourable opportunity into Mr. Walpole’s hands, when he acquainted him 
with it. Had Mr. Walpole took the negociation from Schaub, he would 
have undeceiv’d the king, by fhewing him that this bufinefs which had been 
reprefented to him as eafy, was of the utmoft difficulty. Ifate laft the king 
imfifted upon it, and it fucceeded, Mr. Walpole would have bad the merit. 
If it fpun into length, and fail’d with the king’s confent, Mr. Walpole laid the 
duke of Bourbon under the utmoft obligation, in no cafe he run any rilque. 
He was of another opinion, and declin’d talking with the duke of Bourbon 
upon it; lord Bolingbroke, however, reprefented it fo to the duke of Bourbon, 
as not to let him perceive that Mr. Walpole did decline helping him on this 
occafion, There are feveral caballs forming, on which an attentive eye muft 
be had; it would be too long to enter into particulars; ufe may be made of fome 
of them to counterwork Frejus and the Spapith faction, It fhould have been 
added above, the prefent duke of Orleans has declar’d publickly, that he 
thinks himfelf obliged to juftify his father, and to affure the nobility, that his 
father would never have made M. de la Vrilliereaduke; this declaration puts 

the 
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the duke of Bourbon under fill greater difficulties. Schaub by falfe repres Bolingbroke, 
fentations, has made the king go fo far, that he can hardly go back, and it is 
certain, that the duke of Bourbon dares not go forwards. Madam de Platen 
might have found in this country many people who would have been proud 
to marry her, and againft whofe-promotion to the dukedom there would have 
been no objeétion; for inftance, if madam de la Vrilliere’s brother was the 
man, inftead of the fon, he is of fo great quality that nobody could complain; 
but Schaub, upon preienc#of ferving madam de Platen, has been making ule 
of the king his maftér to ferve ta Vrilliere. 


1734, 


LORD ROLINGBROKE, PROBABLY TO LORD HARCOURT. 


glad the fituation of parties in France, in regard to the future fucceffion of 
the crown.—Gives advice. 


(Janpary 12, 1724.) THIS is the fecond letter which I write to you, fince Townshend 
Saunderfon's [Brinfden’s] departure, and that is more by two than Tin. Papers 
tended. The fubjctts on which you defire help and information, are too Js sypher.® 
nice for one in circumftances as precarious as mine are: but Fletchville [Bo- 
lingbroke] {ces fo evidently the whole fyftem of affairs expofed to new embroil- 
ments, that ftiff Dick [Bolingbroke] cannot forbear once more to fend you 
an account of what he obferves, and to ftate his opinion to you on the fafts to 
be mentioned, and ona multitude of others, which would make too large a 
volume. You have thought perhaps that my former accounts have vary’d a 
little, and that Freeman [Bolingbroke] has flu€tuated in his opinions, and you 
have thought right. Thofe who have feen things neareft, have feen the ap. 
pearances vary almoft every day, and have been ready to decide very dif. 
ferently, at different times. Thofe who are beft informed, have often not 
known what to think. And thofe who arc leaft inform’dy have continu’d to 
judge as their favourable or unfavourable opinion of the duke of Bourbon 
leads tiem. ‘The duke of Bourbon has a plain intereft, he fays, he fecs it; and 
no longer age than Saturday, he exprefs’d, talking with Frampton [ Boling» 
broke, | a good deal of refentment, that he fhould be fufpeQled of views re~_ 
pugnant to it. The party for the fucceffion, according to treatys, is con 


* This letter being moftly written in cypher, and there being no key, the meaning has been 
explained, partly by comparing it with the other decyphered letters, ahd partly from con- 
jecture, 
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fiderable, and the whole body of the people will fall mm with this fide, unlefs 


the princes give up or fpoil their own caufe; for Ellis [the king of Spain] is 
defpis’d, and the Italian fa€tion dreaded here. Nn this light, every thing ap- 
pears well, a: _ 
But turn the tables, F. [Frejus] has an influence over Dunch [the young 
king] which the duke of Bourbon is forc’d at prefent to fubmit to, and of 
which, perhaps, he did not att firft fec the confequence; but I hope, and be- 
lieve he begins to be jealous of it. He has great fonfidence in V. [probably 
Villars] and T. [probably Teffe]. Now thefe perfons are indifputably in 
with Epfom [king of Spain]. The firft is timorous; the fecond reatly to 
change as his intereft turns; the third imprudent to the laft degree, tho’ form’d 
to all the little artifice of 01; and in Freeman’s [Bolingbroke’s] opinion, 
capable of going farther than the others, and fafter too. There are feveral 
dependants of fome, or all of thefe, who are deep in the fame proje&t. One 
club of the richeft and ableft men in Clermont [France,] and who have at 
this time great authority in the revenue, are clofely united to V. [ Villars,] in- 
timate with ghe duke of Bourbon’s miftrefs, and extreamly trufted by him. 
Thefe have been a good while in correfpondence with o2 [probably king of 
Spain] by Cadis and St. Malo. Stiff Dick [Bolingbroke] {peaks pofitively, for 
the information comes to him thro’ the fame channel, thro’ which the late duke 
of Orleans had his. The effeéts of which information would have been feen, 
with refpe&t to this junto, if he had liv’d longer. Add to all this, that the 
duke of Bourbon’s miftrefs is attached to him by no inclination, and is at once 


‘the moft corrupt and ambitious jade alive. In this light, every thing appears 


ill; fo ill, that feveral people do not hefitate to think the duke of Bourbon 
determin’d againft his true intereft. Franklyn’s [Bolingbroke’s]} prefent 
opinion, is different from this. Stiff Dick [Bolingbroke] believes, that his 
proximity to the crown, makes a great*impreffion on him; that he has been 
very finrere in moft of the general profeflions to Franks [Bolingbroke], But 
tiff Dick [Bolingbroke] thinks likewife, that the bitter hatred of the 
duke of Orleans, has made a mighty impreffion on his mind. I fee his 
fear on this head, thro’ all the care he takes to hide it. Sufpiciona, therefore, 
go thus far, that he hearkens to thofe who flatter him with hopes of great fup- 
port and great advantage from Ewers [king of Spain]; that he goes fome 
lengths with thefe people, but that he does not defign to go all the lengths 
which he {¢es, nor fees all which the others intend to lead bim; here is the 

very 
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very point of danger. The firft and principal means of warding it, is a recon- Bolingbroke, 
ciliation between the princes, which numbers are waichful to prevent; which “~~~ 
is certainly difficult; but which is certainly not impracticable. Stiff Dick 
[Bolingbroke] has negle&ted nothing which he durft venture towards it. 
Freeman -[ Bolingbroke] came from Verfailles on Saturday, fully perfuaded 
that this point was fecure. He gave Child’s [Mr. Walpole’s] brother notice 
of it in confidence. Since that time, he finds it grown uncertain, and will 
{oon know from what caufe this alteration proceeds. The duchefs dowager of 
Orleans was yefterday in the fame fentiments as laft week, and anfwer'd for 
her fon. 

By this imperfeét fketch, joyn’d to what has been faid before, you will form 
fome noticn of the prefent ftate of things. And you will be my witnefs, that 
I am not backward to ferve the king, my country, my friends, * * * minifter, ® Thecypher 
and I may add thofe of Clermont [France] particularly; the duke of Bour« Gnintellipiole 
bon, whofe true intereft I am heartily follicitous for, as well as the public 
peace and tranquillity. You muft not expeé, I doubt, to fee things come to 
a clearer and more certain ftate very foon; and the only refolution you can 
take att prefent, and which admits of no delay, is thiss to attend to all that 
paffes with more than ordinary care; to be informed even of the moft {ecret 
motions of 01; and of all which the feveral cabals do there, or att Paris; to 
have in fome meafure the dire€tion of thofe which purfuc the fame end; to 
{peak plainly, and kindly, and ftrongly to the duke of Bourbon; to endeavour, 
above all things, to fix him in his true intereft; to fhew him, that he can want 
no fupport, when he is firmly united to Dormer [king of England], and to the 
duke of Orleans; to keep a fecret correfpondence with the duchcfs dowager 
of Orleans, and thofe who a&t for the duke, for he himfelf is young and raw. 

In fhort, to negociate perpetually, for give me cave to fay, that if the union, 
Francis [Bolingbroke] lays fo much weight upon, was made, and was never {n 
cordial, yct you would be in the wrong to relax in your attcntion, You mult 
look upon yourfelves, in fome meafure, like careful tutours. The late duke 
of Orleans might be left alone to take care of himfelf, but the cafe is not in 
all refpe&s the fame now. Means there are enough, and cvery dé will af- 
ford more; but itis impoffible to'defcend into all thofe particulars. You will 
meet with much cunning, and little faith, but be affured, you have among 
the Clermont zacharics [French minifters] no great abilitys to apprehend. 
Remember thele lights are for you, communicate them to nont but Chivers 

tte [Walpole] 
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[Walpole] and Harris [lord Townfhend]. I have good reafons for giving 
you this caution, You will be fure to take your meafures to watch T. [pro- 
bably Teffé] as well as his friend, and my old acquaintance Monteleon, 
Nothing which Freeman [Bolingbroke] can do, has been or fhall be negletted; 
but he thinks it will not be convenient to write any more in this manner. You 
are on your guard, that is enough. Adieu. Francis [Bolingbroke] will 
not doubt but he fhall find on your fide of the water, the fame cordialtty and 
the fame zeal which he thinks he has evidently fhewn. 

Since this letter was writ, I have recolleéted a thing, which may feem but a 
trifle, but hich I judge important enough to be added. Talking with young 
Chivers [Horace Walpole] and giving him about perfons and things, the beft 
information Frederick [Bolingbroke] could, mention was made of Torcy, 
Flemming [Bolingbroke] told nakedly and truly the pro and the con, and his 
own opinion to boot: he perceiv’d that Chefter (Horace Walpole] was im- 
mediately jealous. This I tell you freely, Flemming [Bolingbroke] took.a 
little unkindly, becaufe he has afted a part which deferves confidence, not 
fufpicion. If this man’s being employed came in queftion, you may affure 
yourfelf that Franks [Bolingbroke] would fpeak as he did in the cafe of T. 
[probably Teffé} but furely it is of fome fervice in {peaking to a friend, to 
tell all one obferves, that he may judge the better. } will {peak of this to 
Chefter [Walpole] myfelf; but in the mean while, I thought it proper to 
mention it to you, leaft fome miftake fhould be received, and pafs current by 
my filence. Adieu, if my letters are of any ufe to you, your brethren, and 
the publick, I am fufficiently paid; but I muft defire you to excufe me, if I 
venture no more; fince I may perhaps do Fretchville [Bolingbroke] more 
hurt than I can do you good, by meddling in bufinefs, in which I have no~ 
thing to do, and to which I have no very proper call. I juft now am in. 
4orm’d again, that the reconciliation does not go fo well forward, as I could 
wifh. - Iam forry for it, and will negle& nothing in my power. 


FROM LORD BOLINGBROKE. 


Without® fignature or addrefs. Probably to his confidential fecretary 
Brinfden, 


Expreffes his a to be grateful to thofe who affift in obtaining his 
reftitwtion. 


I Received 
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I Received your letter of the 13th of January. by the courier. You feem Bolingbroke, 
very fanguine, and I take it for granted, that you have fome reafons ta be 


fo, which are not explain’d. If the letter I have received from lord Har. To 


court, I obferve nothing pofitive, either for or againft what we both wifk. | I 


W724. 
wathend 
Papers. 


do affure you, that you might very fafely venture your life on the return Dusyphereds 


which I fhall make to fuch obligations as you mention, I have liv’d long 
enough to have worn out all engagements, except fome few of private 
friendfhip, which I had contra€ted, and fhall go back if I return to you, 
under none, but thofe of gratitude and friendfhip to the perfons who 
bring me back. I am extremely glad that the trifle was fo agreeably 
receiv’d. The perfon* who received it, has writ me the moft obliging 
letter imaginable. As to S.+ he is fo infignificant_ a fellow, that it is a kind 
of mortification to imagine, that one muft be on one’s guard againft him. I 
am fo, perfeétly ; and he fhall have no real occafion of complaint. What he 
may invent, I knownot. I forgot to mention, that I believe Mr. Walpole is 


now convine’d of what J hinted to him fome time ago, as foon as the thing was: 


done; which is, that the perfon t nam’d to be minifter at the court of Eng- 
land is nam’d by the duke of Bourbon’s whore, and her cabal, of which a 
principal member is Monf, de la Vrilhiere. 


LORD BOLINGBROKE, PROBABLY TO LORD TOWNSHENDe 
Without addrefs or fignature. In his own hand-writing, partly in cypher. 


Complains of the oppofition made to his reftoration.—Hopes it will be obviated. 
—Aéls in concert with Horace Walpole.—Speaks contemptibly of fir Luka 
Schaub.—Exculpates himfelf from ihe imputation of being frienaly to tha 
jacobite intere/t, and of having paid a wiftt to Atterbury.—Expreffes his 
attachment ¢o the king. 

MY LORD, 


t Schaub, 


t De Buys, 


Was out of town, when I received the honour of your lordfhip’s letter of Townthend 


the 14th of January, but am come back time enough to anfwer it by the 


Papers. 


courier, who goes away to day. 1 am not naturally prone to fulpicion; and I Decyphered by 


fhould be extreamly to blame, if I emertain’d any of thofe who have kept 
their words with mc; who have us’d all the franknefs poffible in their pro- 


* Probably means the duchefs of Keudal, to whom he fent fome trifling prefent, and who 
was highly inftrumental in his reftitution, 
ceeding 
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ceeding tawards me, and of whofe friendfhip I have received the ftrongeft 
proofs. - I do affure you, that I have not the leaft. Upon what your lordfhip 


writes, I obferve that the oppofition which you lay any weight upon, is drawn 


into a very narrow compafs. The torys will not, you think, declare againft 
me, and I agrce perfeétly with your lordhhip, that if they take this refolution, 
it is for their own fake, not for mine. The whigs, who always oppofe the 
court, and who will, for that reafon, oppofe my reftitutian, you feem to ‘put 
likewife out of the cafe; and indeed fince my reftitution is not the caufe of 
their oppofition, this oppofition ought not to be a reafon, why your lordfhip 
does not make it one, againft attempting my reftitution. The “only perfons 
therefore, whofe oppofition deferves confideration, are thofe, who are friends 
to my friends, but have been haftily and unwarily drawn in by my enc mys; OF 
thofe, who apprehend I may be forming {chemes againft them, whenever | 
am reftored. Thefe perfons, your lordfhip thinks, fhould he foften’d by the 
moft gentle and prudent methods, in which opinion, I readily concur with you. 

Thefe methods, your lordfhip hopes, will be attended with fuccefs, and it is 
inconceivable to my apprchenfion, that they fhould fail of it. Such of your 
friends as bave been haftily and unwarily drawn off, will gradually, and upon 
refleQion, come back to your fentiments; and for fuch of them as are only 
doubtful of the part I may aét aficr my reftitution, furely, my lord, they will 
be convinced, that my lord Townfhend and Mr. Walpole are as much inte- 
refied in that matter as themfelves, and can judg better of it. Upon the 
whole matter, this affair is now brought to fo fhort an iffue in the moft favour- 
ble conjunéture poffible, that I cannot but flatter myfelf it will be confummated ; 
and that if it fhould, by fome unforefeen miracle, fail at this time, I fhall be 
fufficiently juftify’d to my family, and to my friends, for taking the refolution of 
expecting it at no other, 

I am glad that my letters. have been received, and that they are taken as J 
meant them. I have made my compliments to Mr. Walpole,* with great 
finecrity upon his nomination. Hewill, I am perfuaded, receive them with the 
more fatisfaétion ; becaufe I am fure, that I have negle€ted no one thing in my 
power, which might be ufeful or agreeable to him. No part of my condué 
fhall give any man occafion to fay, that I a€@ in concert with Mr. Walpole, and 
by order from yourcourt. But I cannot anfwer that in a place, where people 
are very alert, fome jealoufy of that fort may not be entertain’d, when they 
perceive me to live in intimacy with him. As to S, [Schaub] he is fuch a 


“ He means Horace Walpole, on being appointed envoy extraordinary. 


whiffling 
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whiffling mean fellow, that I own to your lordfhip, whatever importance he Bolingbrokes 
may be thought to be of, gg can infpire me with nothing but contempt. As 
to the marriage, how far it may be pra@icable at prefent, to obtain the dutchy, 
fhould the duke of Bourbon in earneft defire it, I know not; but this I. know, 
that I'have a@ed no otherwife than in one of my former letters I explain’d, 
and that I meddle neither dire€lly nor indire&tly in it, which 1 defire your 
lerdfhip on my word to affirm, if there be the leaft reafon to do fo. 

_ There remains, I think, nothing but the poftfcript of your lordfhip’s letter 
to"be anfwer’d, in which you afk me,. what you may moft truly fay, fhould 
you ever hear again fo idle a charge as that which you mention. You may 
fay, my lord, that it is a moft impudent groundlefs lye, that he, whoever he 
is, that advances it, cannot be more averfe to the jacobite intereft than I ams 
and that there is not a man under the fun, whom I have lefs reafon to truft, or 
more to complain of, than the late bifhop of Rochefter. I went aft autumn 
to the waters of Aix by Namur, from Mons, but the road being exceffively 
bad for a coach, I came at my return by Bruffels. Was I to go.again, I 
fhould take the fame road, without fuppofing that I fhould be fufpefted, after 
all which has pafs’d, on fuch a filly foundation; and any other foundation than 
this, no man living will, { am fure, be hardy cnough to fay that he has. Once 
for all, my lord, be pleas’d to depend on what I formerly told you. The hopes 
of returning home, or the fear of continuing abroad, have never had the leaft 
influence on my condu&, with refpeét to the part I have openly and avowedly 
taken thefe feven ycars; and in which I fhould continue, were it as much for 
my private intereft to be attached to the pretender, as it is to be attached ta 
the king. I am, my dear lord, your moft faithful and moft obcdient 
fervant. 


1724s 


(Feb. 3, 1724.) I Have conchided a marriage for the marchioneffe’s * 
daughter, on which occafion, monfieur le Duc has been fo good as to procure 
feveral very great advantages to the young couple. The marchionefs has 
given up all her penfions in part of her daughter’s portion. I thought this 
effet very proper to be difpos’d of, fince it could be fo with advantage. 1 bee 
lieve your lordfhip will be of my opinion. 

You have had, without doubt, a courier from Mr. Stanhope long ago, and 
your lordfhip has obferv’d, that the whole junto are Spaniards, except Leide. 


* He alludes to the daughter of lady Bolingbroke, by her former hufband the marquis de la 


Villette, 
There 
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Period INI, There is not a man of common fenfe, except the inquifitor general, who has 
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 eanet atime 
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parts, and D. Miguel da Guerra, who, befides hisparts, has great knowledge. 
I have hefitated fome time, whether I fhould mention to you a thing, which 
is in my Opinion, of great moment; but which I have no call to meddle in, 
and may therefore feem officious by doing fo. I will, however, mention it, 
for 1 had rather run the rifque of a ridicule, than that of negle@ing any thing 
ufeful to the king’s fervice, and to the fervice of my friends who ferve him. 
The prefent king* of Spain will be certainly as much an humble fervant to his 
wife, as his predeceffor was to his. Your lordship eafily imagines, that this 
confideration has been entertained by the dutchefs dowager of Orleans. A 
thoufand reafons concur to make her defire, in the prefent conjun@ure, to cul- 
tivate and improve the influence fhe has always had on her daughter’s mind, 
and which fle has fo far negleéted, by an indolence too natural to her, that fhe 
has att this moment no body about the queen of Spain, whom fhe can trutt. 
Lord-Bolingbroke has been confulted i in this affairs; and he took the occafion of 
infinuating, that fince none fit for fuch a truft could be fent from France, without 
giving fufpicion, the beft expedient would be to give the management of this 
affair to the minifter of England, whenever fuch a one fhould be fent, as might 
be inftruéted in his paffage thro’ France. Your londfhip fees at one view 
twenty advantages, which would with good management refult to the king’s 
fervice by this means." The expedient was fo far from being diflik’d, that 
lord Bolingbroke was defir’d to give notice, when any perfon was fent from 
England to Spain, and to inform them, whether his charaéter was {uch as might 
render it prudent to truft him in fo nice a matter. Adieu. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO HORACE WALPOLE. 


On the refufal of fir Matthew Decker to pay the money belonging to lady 
Bolingbroke. 
Whitehall, April 2, 1724: 

7OU will receive inclofed, a letter to my lord Bolingbroke, which comes 
from my lord Harcourt, to give him an account of the very bad reafons, 

I think, fir Matthew Decker gives for not paying a great fum of money he’ has 
in his hands of madame de Villette’s, on pretence, that it is my lord Boling- 
broke’s, and that he may be made anfwerable for it by parliament. You will 


} Louis by the abdication of his father Philip the Fifth, 
pleafe 
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pteafe to give this letter to his lordfhip, and let him know I fhall very readily Bolingbroke, 
do him all the fervice I am able in this affair; my lord Harcourt is of opi- ne 
nion, that madame de Villette fhould prefent a petition to Monf, le Duc,* and « The duke 
defire his interpofition with his: majefty in her behalf, and care fhould be Bourbon. 
taken that only madame de Villctte’s name fhould appear in this moncy mat. 

ter, by which means the king may better infift on obliging fir Matthew to do. 

J uftice, and to repay the money, which he now, as I faid, declinesto do. I 

‘think your way fhould be to let lord Bolingbroke and madame de Villette ma- 

nage this matter themfelves with the duke of Bourbon, without your appearing 

in it, or faying any thing of it at firft; till the duke fhall fpeak :o you himfelf, 

and then you may undertake to ufe your beft offices, and promife all the af. 

fiftance you are able to give for procuring juftice to madame de Villette, on her 

petition. And of this you may give all the affurances you may think fit to 

my lord Bolingbroke, that as foon as the duke of Bourbon fhal) have fpoken 

to: you‘upon it, you will recommend the affair in the ftrongelt terms; and that 

you make no quecftion but that I fhall promote it here with the greatelft 
Arneftnels. 


LORD BOLINGBROKE TO THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE. 


Thanks him for civilities fhewn to lady Bolingbroke.—And declares that he will 
be fatisfied with a partial reflitution. 
MY ‘LORD, Odober 24, 17240 
SINCE I have not only an opportunity, but a pretence of writing to your Bien 
grace, you will, I am perfuaded, give me your leave to do it, that I may Parsi Seen 

at leaft return you my thanks for thofe marks of your friendfhip which you Gays 
have given me, and for my fhare in the obligations which your civilities have 

laid on the perfon* who delivers this letter to you. I fhall wait with a per- 

fet confidence the effe&t of thofe promifes which have been made me this 

funamer, and fhall receive it with a due fenfe of the king’s goodnefs, and of 

the friendthip.of bis miniflers. If thefe promifes are fhort of thofe offers 

which were made me feveral years ago, it will be however an cntire fatisfac- 

tion to meg, that this difference muft arife from the temper of party, and from 

the circumftances of affairs, fince no man will, I am fure, affirm that it arifeg 

in any degree from my conduét. Do me the juftice, my lord, to be perfuaded, 


* His wife, madame de Villette, 
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LADY BOLINGBROKE, AS MADAME DE VILLETTE, TO LORD: 
TOWNSHEND. 
[Without date, but written in 1724.] 


Thanks kim “for his civilities, and expetts the fulfilment of the promifes for lord. 
) Bolingbroke’s return. 


LE jeudy. Les raifons qui me privent, my lord, de l’honneur de vous voir 

avant mon depart m’affligent et m’inquiettent. Je fouhaite de tout mon 
cceur que votre indifpofition n’ait point de fuite. Si vous jugés 4 propos de 
vous fervir du remede que j’ai fait venir 4 Mr. de Walpole, et dont tant de 
gens fe trouvent bien chez nous jc vous en enverray. Je n’ai pu faire finir 
ma confignation qu’a midy. Je pars dans le moment comblée de vos po-= 
liteffes et de celles de Mr. de Walpole; mais jc compte fur quelque chofe de 
plus folide qui font vos paroles et ’honneur de vétre amitié dont je vous de 
mande 4 l’un et 4 l’autré la continuation. Je vous fupplie d’eftre bien per- 
fuadés de mon cincere atachment a vos intereft et de celuy de mon. ami, et 
de me croire auffy parfaittement, que je le fuis, milord, votre trés humble et 
trés obiffante fervante. 


LORD BOLINGBROKE TO SIR WILLIAM WYNDHAM. 


Sends this letter by his wife, madame de Villette.—Expreffes uneafine/s at his 
own uncertain fituation. 
May 22, 1724, 

HE marquife will acquaint you, my dear friend, with the particular rea~ 

fons of her journey, but I cannot let her go without faying fomething my~ 
felf in general, both concerning her journey, and my prefent ftate. You 
know how many years I have been led on by promifes, fince the firft offers 
of returning home, were made me in the king’s name, and you muft be fen- 
fible how infupportable long fufpence muft be to a man who is prepared for 
any thing certain, and determined. Among other inconveniencys, which 


_ have attended this, ftrange fituation, it has been none of the leaft that the {mall 


fortune whick I had fav’d and acquir’d abroad, has been expofed to abund= 
ance of dimunitions and loffes, which were inevitable, and muft continue fo as 


long 
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Yong as I continue unable to take any permanent rncafure, and live upo& ex- Bolingbroke. | 
pedients form’d in the two different and incompatible views of ftaying abroad, eeenne 
and of returning home. In fhort, neither my mind nor fy purfe can bear 
to remain any longer in this condition; and I fhould be much happyer and 
much richer, if I had four years ago lay’d afide all expe&ations of a reftitu- 
tion. The only confideration which kept me from it then, was the conlideras 
tion of what I ow’d to my family, and much more of what I ow’d to my friends; 

~I hope that I am acquitted to both, I will certainly not fhut the door againft 
“myfelf, nor renounce that claim which the king and his minifters have given 
me, and which has been fortified by the franknefs and opennefs of my conduét, 
But I cannot live any longer in an inn. .My health decays a great deal. I am 
perhaps come to the latter {cenes of life: it would be ridiculous to pafs them in 
a ftate of fruitlefs expeflation, hardly to be juftify’d during the firft. I wilt 
affemble all the poor remnants of my fhattered fortune, and content myfelf 
with fuch a fettlement as they are fufficient to make me, be it what it will, and 
where it will. 

“I need not afk your friendfhip to the bearer of my ieee It is hard that 
fhe fhould be obliged to go in fuch a manner, and on fuch an errand into En- 
gland, but to people tir’d with fufpenfe, the profpet of coming to a decided 
{tate fweetens every thing. She'will appear juft as fhe finds it neceffary, on 
account of her money, which John Drummond put and kept unjuftifiably in 
that rafkal Decker’s hands. If it is not yet pay’d, fhe is madame de Villette, | 
and has nothing to do with my affairs, but comes about her own, for furely 
any diffimulation is allowable to get out of the hands of robbers and affaffins. 
There is nothing in the world I fhould be fo glad of as to fee you, and I will 
hope, that fome how or other that may be contriv’d. Pray embrace lord Ba- 
thurft €or me, and defire him to continue me that friendfhip which on my part 
fhall laft as long as I laft. I defire to make my compliments to lord Gore, 
whom I have not the honour to know much, but whofe chara€ter I refpeé exe 
treamly. To our common friends be pleas’d to be my plenipotentiary. 


172qy 


LORD BOLINGBROKE TO SIR WILLIAM WYNDHAM. 
Expreffes his affeétion for a few friends. 
February 6, 1725, 
Am forry for the alarnt which my late indifpofition has givenyand I am att Egremont 


the fame time flatter’d by it. The truth is, that the frequent returns of the Papers. 
vue feavour, 
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feavour, and the perpetual diforder which dwelt in my ftomach, had worn me 
quite down, and exhaufted all my fpirits; but the marquife, who knows that I 
never difguife any thing to her, not even thofe things which may be difagree. 
able, ought to have moderated her own alarm, and yours, by what I writ att 
the end of the fame letter as acquainted her with my illnefs. ‘God be prais’d, 
I am very much better. Not only my feavour feems effe€tually cur’d, but 
my ftomach begins to be re-eftablifh’d, and I am in hopes that my life will 
become worth wearing fome time longer. It is not neceffary to live, but it is. 
fo neceffary to live agreeably, that I do not well conceive how any one can 
rcfolve to live otherwife, unlefs he be chained down to life by the fentiments 
of, his heart, and the force of friendfhip. For my own part, there is nothing 
elfe which makes exifting defirable to me, and if the marquife and one or two. 
friends did not attach me to kife, I fhould foon grow tir’d of the world as one 
grows tir’d of bad company, and wifh to be out of it. Thefe are not the 
thoughts of a melancholy man, my dear friend, but of a reafonable man, of 
one who has been taught by time and refleétion to fee things as they are, and 
to rate them according to their true value. I wifh with all my heart that the 
aét which is to pafs in my favour may be foon brought on, and I fuppofe that 
it will be fo. But I know too well the neceffity of timing things in parlia~ 
ment, to be furpriz’d or concern’d att fome delay. The ftate you defcribe 
of people who expett they know not what, who are ready to be angry, they 
know not why, and eager to a@, tho’ they have ncither plan nor concert, is a 
ftate which I have been feveral times a witnefs of. In a government like 


—our’s, not only the ftronger paflions, but every little humour, bas force enough 


E gremont 
Papers. 


to ruffle the face of public affairs. All which an honeft and fenfible man can 
do, is to fteer on with calmnefs, and to guide himfclf with the reafon of 
things, whilft the herd of mankind are deliver’d over to thcir paffions. 


LORD BOLINGBROKE TO SIR WILLIAM WYNDHAM. 


(Jan. 30, 1725.) IT is very true, my dear friend, that I do not defire 
health, more earneftly than I defire to be delivercd from fufpence, and enabled 
fome where or other to enjoy that quiet, which is the only objeét I propofe to 
myfelf for the reft of my life. The fecond part of your feffjon is now begun; 
and I hear that your houfe is like to be very full; tho’ I do not hear of any 
bilfinefs you have which deferves much vivacity. That which relates to 
me, cannot furcly create any. 


LORD 
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LORD BOLINGBROKE TO SIR WILLIAM WYNDHAM. Bolingbroke. 

ee 
Enteriained hopes of a complete reftoration during the life of George I.—Re» 
linguifhed thofe kopes on hrs death.—Is. determined to retire from the world, 

and to live principally in France.—Motives for fo doing. 
MY DEAR SIR WILLIAM, Paris, Nov. 29, 1735. 
OU think too reafonably yourfelf, to be furprized, that a man who makes Reremcae 
apers. 


> ufe of his reafon, who is almoft threefcore, and who has paffed ten fuch © 


years as I have lately paffed, fhould begin to confider how it becomes his 
charaéter, his temper, his fortune, and his circumftances, to conduét the laft 
al of his life, and to wind up the whole piece. I have thought very fee 
rioufly, and very much att leifure, on this fubjeé, fince I left England; and I 
take the opportunity of Mr. Chctwynd’s return thither, to communicate thefe 
thoughty, and the refult of them, my refolutions, to you, with an entire affurance 
that you will approve the one, and affift me in executing the other. Whilft 
the late king lived, J had a juft claim, and a fair profpeét, grounded on his 
promifes, and on the conjunéture, fo that I might, and did expe& to compleat 
my reftoration, and I fettled accordingly amongft. you. Since his death, I 
have entertained no fuch expeétation, nor have, in truth any very warm defire 
of that kind. Give me leave to affume upon this particular occafion, fince the 
.fa& is true, what J fhould not affume perhaps on another, tho’ the fatt were 
equally truc; whcther I have done well or ill, whether I have aed amongft 
you to any purpofe or to none, I have a€ted with as little regard to perfonal 
intereft as any man ever did. They who believe fo will do me juftice, and 
this juftice is all I afk of them. The fame public fpirit, and private friendhhip 
would carry me ftill on, if your circumftances were ftill the fame, or if any new 
means of being ufeful to you were in my powcr. You are grown to be a for- 
midable minority within doors, and you have a great majority without. I am 
ftill the fame profcribed man, furrounded with difficultys, expoled to morti-~ 
fications, and unable to take any fhare in the fervice, but that which I have 


taken hitherto, and which, I think, you would not perfwade me to continue ta- 


take in the prefent flate of things. My part is over, and he who remains on 
the flage after his part is over, deferves to be hiffed off. 

. Thefe refle€tions have led me naturally to the refolution of. retiring from the 
bufine’s of the world abfolutely, and from the world itfelf much more than I 


have @one hitherto, This refolution is the more eafy for me to take, becaule 
it 
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it fuits my temper. as well as my eircumftances, and is neceffary in the fole 
views of bufinefs or atmuzement, which I fet before me, and defign to purfue 
during the remainder of my life. Since I refolve to retire in this manner, it 
is of little confequence to my friends, whether I fix my retreat at horre, or 
in this country. Wherever they have any real want of me, which is a cafe 
not likely to happen, I fhall obey their fummons, as long as I live, and enjoy 
a competent fhare of health; for which reafon, tho’ I fettle no longer in 
England, 1 will not fettle any'where clfe, nor be any thing in France but art 
inhabitant of the world. The reafons that determine me to continuc here att 
prefent, and the ftate of things that takes off all prudential obje&ions to my 
continuance here now, will be the fame in all probability for fome years; and 
a very few years more may poffibly compleat the term of my life, att leaft 
they will carry me to a point of age at which it is quite indifferent where one 
ends it. In this light, you fee, that the eftablifhment I had almoft compleated 
befpre the late king’s death at Dawley, becomes ufelefs to me. Tlfo’ none 
of the favourable contingencys that might have happened, did happen whilft 
I was in England, but on the contrary, even fuch crofs events as I had no 
reafon to apprehend; yet I might be tempted perhaps ‘to keep a place where I 
have lay’d out fo much to improve the habitation and the eftate, if I remained 
fixed in England. . 

My enemys eannot fay I am afraid of them, nor my friends, that I decline 
their fervice. If I part with mankind, I hope that I part fairly with them. 
As to myfelf, I have done all that I could do for my own fervice, in the great 
point of view, that, I mean, of being reflored, whilft the late king lived, and this 
point of view continued open to me. Since that time, I have a€ted a part that 
I fhould not have aé&ted, unlcfs I had been fure of myfelf; fure that I could 
live out of the world with great fatisfa€tion, whenever it became impoffible 
for me to live in it with dignity. Adieu, my dear fir William, I have nothing 
more to add but my fincere wifhes for the happinefs of you and yours, It 
would be to wrong our friendfhip, if I faid any thing more to prefs you to 
affift me in forming this new {cene of life. The importance of it to me, will 
be motive enough to you. Embrace for me our common, and dear friend 
Bathurft, who will be your fellow labourer in this, as he is in affairs of much 
greater confequence. 


“LORD 
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LORD BOLINGBROKE TO SIR WILLIAM WYNDHAM. 


Remarks on the general fatisfattion from the projet of peace.——Cenfures the 
frequent armaments and guaranties.—His motives for retiring from the 
world, and refiding in France.—All hopes of his reftoration, which George 
the firft had folemnly promsfed, at an end.—Propofes to juftify the duke 
of Marlborough in many inflances,—Where he thinks him juftifiable— 
Defires to recerve documents from the duche/s—Applauds the conduct of his 
friend. 

Chaatelou, fan. 5, 1736. 

Send this letter to Paris, that it may be conveyed to you, my dear fir Wil- 

iam, either by your fon, or by my brother-in-law; by the firft of them 
who goes to London, for there you are, I fuppofe, by this time. It is true 
that I writ a very long letter to you fome months ago, in expe€tation of hav~ 
ing an opportunity of fending it fafely to your hands att that time. But that ex- 
peétation failed me, and I burnt the letter, for it was not one of thofe one chufes 
to keep by one. Much of what I faid concerning private chara@ers, and pub~ 
lick affairs, Mr. Chetwynd is able to inform you of. This alone I will fay 
here, that if our friend lord Stair was on this fide of the water, he would ceafe 
to apprehend the exorbitant power of France, and the exorbitant ufe like to 

be made of other rcal power. The projeé of peace, for it is not yet quite a 
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treaty, gives great fatisfatlion, no doubt, to thofe who apprehended the war’ 


might grow more general. What merit is affumed upon this occafion where 
you are, I know not; but I know, that things would have gone much as they 
have gone, if Horace Walpole had remained att home, and ihe nation had 
{pent fome millions Iefs. If your fhew of arming has had any effctt, it has 
been where it became us leaft to interpofe, as Britons,.as freemen, and in fhort 
as a people who have given a right or pretence to foreign nations of intermed~ 
ling in our domeftick affairs, by afking and accepting their guarantys of our 
proteftant fucceflion. Whatever new partition is made of the contefted 
countrys, it will laft no longer than till an opportunity offers to one fide or 
other, of breaking it: for none of thefe fyftems of cure go to the bottom of the 
wound. And on the fame principles of policy, on which we have aGted for many 
years paft, we muft arm whenever a new fquabble arifes; fo that the frugality, 
which the flate of our debts and’ revenues require, can never take place, nor 
the true advantages that the fituation of Britain gives her, be improved. 
What 
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Period If. What I mean by this is, that he who will judg rightly of the condu@ of af- 
ve fairs, muft not judg of this or that particular part alone, but muft confider the 
general principle on which our conduét proceeds, and what the effetts of it 
have been, and will be. But I ftop here, and had rather leave my meyhing a 
little obfcure, than run into reafonings which I endeavour every day to for- 

get. It is time I fhould forget them. 

By the letter which Mr. Chetwynd has given you from me before this time, 
and by what he has faid to you in confequence of the difcourfe he and I had 
att our parting, you are enough informed, my dear fir W iiam, of the refo. 
lution I have taken concerning the fchcme of my future life. I am confident 
you approve it. You would be forry, I am fure, if I wanted the courage to 
fay to myfelf, thy part in public life is over. Let me depend on you and Ba-~ 
thurft for enabling me to live like a cofmopolite the reft of my days. For this 
purpofe, you muft difpofe of Dawley for me. Were my father likely to dye, 
this meafure would be prudent, and fince he is likely to live, it is neceffary. | 
To what purpofe fhould I keep an expenfive retreat, where in all probability 
I fhal] never retire? in onc fence, and no improper one, it may be faid, that I 
have no excufe for chufing to be att home, except two, an opportunity of being 
ufeful ta my friends and my country, or the means of compleating that reftora-_ 
tion, by frequent, folemn, and unfolicited promifes of which, the late king drew 
me into England, ‘The opportunity is over, the means are not in my power, 
and in the prefent ftate of things, the end is no longer defirable. Upon this 

_ head, Thope to have foon your anfwer. Chavigny will convey it fafely to du 
Nocquet, and du Nocquet muft be dire@led to fend it under cover to the mar- 
quis of Matignon. In things of this kind, the canal of Chavigny is not im- 
proper, for he is a friendly man. Whilft I was att home, I ferved for an alarm 
to the whigs, and they were threatened with my coming into power. It is to 

_ be prefumed, this cantis out of date. But if any thing of that kind is faid, 
or any opporiunity offered to you, or to any other of my friends, of making 
fuch an anfwer, I defire the anfwer may be, that I neither expeét nor defire 
power, and as to my being rcftored, I am perfe&ly indifferent. That the 

- fervice of my friends, and of my country, to whom I thought I was of fome 
ufe, kept me in England from the time of the late king’s death, that having 
done all I could. do for both, I think myfelf att liberty to live where I amufe 
myfelf the thoft, and enjoy the greateft eafe, -Whilft I am abroad, it will be 
faid, perhaps, cither that I feared to continue att home, or that I am doing 

mifchief 
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milchief here. If either of thefe two things age fo much as infinuated, give Bolingbroke, 
me leave to fay, that I expe& from your friendfhip, that you fhould treat "~~~" 
them with the contempt they deferve, and anfwer from me, that I will be in 

a as faft as poft horfes can carry me, and the winds permit, after I ree 
ceivéinotice, that any man has an accufation to lay to my charge. You men- 

tioned to me, in one of your letters this fummer, my lord Hardwicke. Let me 

defire you, whenever a fair and unaffe€&ted opportunity offers, to prefent my 

humble fervice to him; and to affure him that, wherever I live, I hall pre~ 

{efve for him as long as I live, a great efteem, and a moft inviolable friend- 

fhip. Adieu, my old and dear friend, I embrace you with the uttmoft 
tendernefs. 

1t comes to my mind, to mention to you a thing, which you ‘vill take notice 
of or not, as you fhall judge proper. I let fall to Pulteney more than once, 
that in feveral publick relations, and in others that I have feen, fome parts of 
my late lord Marlborough’s conduét in the operations of the war are cenfured, 
and I believe unjuftly; the expedition to the Mofelle in 1705, the inaétivity 
of 1707, and others. In whatever I write that is hiftorical, I will be neither 
apologift, panegyrift, nor fatirift; and befides, I fhall touch very lightly 
marches, battles, fieges, ¢ncampments, and that inferior detail of hiflory, for 
fuch I think it. But yet I fhould be glad to do juftice to my late lord 
Marlborough, where I can do it with truth on my fide. If therefore, her 
gracc, his widow, thinks fame of any concernment, I will make an honeft 
ufe of any materials fhe may give me, for clearing, up the truth in thofe 
parts, where it has been moft difguifed, or is leaft known. I leave her free 
liberty to do as fhe pleafes, but fhe ought to take it well, if I give her the 
hint. : 

I fay nothing to you of your winter campaign. I fuppofe it will pafs in 
making compliments, and giving money. However it paffes, I am fure that 
your fhare init, will be that of an honeft and a wife man, and that if you cane 
not do much good, you will prevent att leaft fome evil. You have contri-~ 
buted fignaliy to unmafk the knave, and to expofe the fool, in a country 
almoft overrun by the two, and almoft tainted to the vitals with corruption. 
You mutt proceed in the fame honeft caufe: the good you have done, puts 
it into your power to do more and greater; and the reputation you have ac- 
quired, ought to be efteemed by you, a motive to future, as, well as a reward 
to paft merit. As to myfelf, for the tranfition from you to me, is*made natural 
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by our union and intimacy; if, have not encreafed the number, I fuppofe that 

I have exafpcrated the malice of my enemys during my ftay in England, and 

by the part I ated there. As to my. friends, I do not fuppofe that I have 

encreafed their number, or warmed their affeGtion. ’*Tisacommon cafe;, our 

enemys look backwards, as well as forwards, and put both to account. Our 

friends feldom look backwards, always forwards; and what we call gratitude is 

generally expeftation. But be this as it will, I fear nothing from thofe I have 

oppofed; I afk nothing from thofe Ihave ferved. If you hinder the confe-, 
quences of the revolution, from deftroying that conftitution, which the revolu- 

tion was meant to improve, and perpetuate; I fhall end my days in the obfcurity 

of retreat, with far greater fatisfattion, than the {plendour of the world ever 

gave me, as bufy as I have appeared in it, and as fond as.I have been of it. 

I grow every hour more indifferent to life, and to the common concerns of 
life. It is fit, that he who approaches the ufual term of life, fhould do fo. 

But this indifference will never affe€t my fentiments for the publick, nor 

thofe of private friendfhip. As long as my heart continues to beat, it will 

beat warmly for Great Britain, and for you. Once more, dear friend, adieu. 

My beft refpeéts to all yours. 


LORD BOLINGBROKE TO SIR WILLIAM WYNDHAM. 


Advifes temperance.—Speaks of his own flate of health.—Want of /leep, and 
occafional dejettion of /pirits.x—Virulently abufes fir Robert Walpole.—Afferts 
that the fudden death of George the Firft prevented his difgrace.—Forms and 
fupports the party in oppofition.—Conjiders corruption as more dangerous than 
preregative.——Condemns the Walpoles.—But approves the peace.—Confe- 
quences of the fyflem cftablifhed at the peace of Utrecht, and of introducing, 
the Spaniards into Italy. 

Feb, 20, 1736, 

[ Thank you very kindly, fir William, for your’s of the 23d of January; and 
rejoice to hear, what Charles has fince confirmed to me, that your tedious 

fit of the gout is over. The diforders you complained of in the fummer, were 

forerunners of it, or perhaps indications that you wanted it. Strange con- 


’ dition of humanity! our greateft evils, phyfical, as well as moral, are to be 


cured moftly by other evils; options are often continued to evils, and all that 
the wifeft, nay the happyeft man, has to do in many cafes, is to change, if he 
ean, 
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can, the greateft into the leaft, the longeft into the fhorteft. I have no gout, Bolingbroke. 
but I have frequently interruptions of fleep, and great depreffions of {pirits. 

I relieve myfelf, when the firft happen, by yielding to them, at whatever hour 
theyyake me; I rife, and read, or write, or walk about. I give full employ 
ment to this fluttering a€tivity of the fpirits. When I cannot have fleep as I 
would, I take it as I can; and like my brother animals, I recover by f{natches 
in the day, what I loft in the night. They fay, this method is unwholefome. 
But if it fhortens life in one fence, it prolongs life in another, and a better. 
We lofe time enough in fleep, but to lofe any in endeavouring to fleep, is un- 
neceflary profufion. As to the other evil you complained of, that laffitude 
and depreffion of {pirits, temperance and even abftinence is the proper remedy, 
for our fpirits flag by repletion. He who negleéts this remedy, muft purge 
often, or ride like the lord* of Cirencefter. You and I ule too little exercife; * Earl Bae 
I will ufc more, and fince I cannot go abroad to fetch a walk, I am refolved thurit, 
to turn»poacher, and have defired Charles to apply to you and to lord Gower 
to affift in tempting me into the woods. I remember that Cheyne, with a 
gallon of milk coffee, and five pounds of bifcuit before him, at breakfaft, de~ 
claimed to Pope and me, againft the immorality of ufing exercife to promote 

an appetite. Buta much better cafuift, and a much better phyfician too, thats 
Cheyne, even the aforefaid lord of Cirencefter, prefcribes exercife to prevent 
indigeftion by the trituration of aliments, to maintain a due fluidity in the 
blood, and to promote the moft fenfible benefit of infenfible perfpiration. I 
could not help faying thus much: about health, and the fubje€t is not improper 
to be treated by one, who has paffed the period att which the ancients placed the 
commencement of old age, thefe nine years, in writing to one that approaches 
that period very nearly. 

You overrate by much, my friend, the merit of thofe fentiments you men~ 
tion, and that have produced the refolytion I communicated to you att Mr.. 
Chetwynd’s return into England. There is fome courage of mind requifite, 
no doubt, to refolve to abandon one’s friends and one’s country, and a fettle- 
ment juft made. But you will give me leave to fay, that there was at leaft 
as much neceffary, to refolve to continue in my circumftances fo jong amongft 
you. Had the late king been pleafed to leave me in my exile, inftcad of in 
viting me home, I had faved myfelf many years of trouble, and many articles 
of expence; I had enjoyed greater eafe of life, and beena richer man. Had 


I ftopped fhort even att his death, and taken the refolution I have now taken, 
XxX 2 I had 
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Peried III. I-had certainly confulted my perfonal intereft more, and faved a great deat 

rae e177 on both the heads of trouble and expence. But I know not whether I fhould 
have been fo well fatisfied with myfelf in either cafe. Tho’ the late king durft 
not fupport me openly againft his minifters, he would have plotted wit’. me 
againft them, and we fhould have ferved him, our country, and ourfelves, by 
demolifhing that power that is become tyranny in the paws of the greateft bear, 
and the greateft jackanapes upon earth. It is therefore a fatisfattion to me; 
that I was not wanting to my friends, to my country, and to myfelf in a con-- 
jun@ture, the advantages of which, were defeated by nothing but fudden 
death. When the prefent king came to the throne, I hefitated on the part I 
fhould a&, I own it to you with fincerity, but I hefitated only for a moment. 
I faw the confequences of the event with refpeét to me. I faw that I fhould 
have many difficultys to encounter, more mortifications to bear, and among 
others, that of drudging in a lower form of bufinefs than it became me to 
do, and being the common butt of the moft foul mouth’d calumny. - But E 
was engaged, a party was formed, I had contributed to form it; and tho’ I 
neither expeéted, nor defired (as many perfons have heard me declare, whe- 
ther they believed me or no) any favour, or benefit to myfelf, yet I thought it 
my duty not to decline the fervice of this party, in this caule, till the party 
itfelf either fucceeded, or defpaired of fuccefs. It is therefore a fatisfattion 
to me, that I have fulfilled this duty, and I had my fhare in the lait flruggle 
that will be made, perhaps, to preferve a conftitution which is almoft deftroyed, 
under pretence of mending or defending it. There arc thofe that will laugh 
att the man, or deem him an hypocrite, who affigns fuch motives of conduéi, 
could they have their reafons for {uch judgments. But you will not; and to 
you alone I will account for mine. 

I know not whether you may judg as defpondingly as I do, concerning the 
prefent ftate of our conftitution. But be pleafed to dwell in your thoughts 
one moment on thefe fhort and obvious reflexions. The corruption now em- 
ployed, is att leaft as dangcrous as the prerogative formerly employed. 
Againft prerogative, the publick alarm, and the oppofition of parliaments, 
were a real fecurity. Againft corruption, extended as it is, what real fecurity 
_Temains? js the public alarm kept up? does the oppofition in parliament pre~ 
vail? but enough of this. I will trouble you no more with thefe melancholy 
reflexions on the dtate of our conftitution; for‘our’s it will be to me, under 
what government foever J live. In every other refpeé, be affured that I 

enjoy 
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enjoy my foul in great ferenity, and that no one of thofe cireumftances, in Bolingbroke, 
which my enemys, I fuppofe, triumph, takes away in the leaft from the quiet 

of my mind, or the happynefs of my life. I am fure you with this to be fo, 

and tligrefore I affure you, upon my honour, that it is ftri€tly true. 

Our minifters are certainly very lucky, and very priviledged perfons. When: 
they intrigue themfelves into diftrefs, and negotiate public affairs into greater 
confufion, far from being-cenfured, they are aflifted, and the whole ftrength 

sand wealth of the nation layed forth to redeem every blunder that Horace 
commits, and to repair every.crofs accident which his brother did not forefee, 
in foreign affairs. When they are drawn out of thefe difficultys, by the fkill, 
or fomething elfe of other men, the merit is aferibed to them, and they receive 
the reward. In the prefent conjun@urc, I rejoyce as much as it becomes me 
todo. I think the emperor luckily off, and in a better condition than he was. 
The publick. tranquillity is reftored. There is an appearance of preventing 
future quarrels by the guaranty of France to the pragmatick fantlion. But 
the old.quarrel is, in my apprehenfion, as likely to produce new diforders as 
ever. Confider. By the treaty of Utrecht, the emperor had all the States 
contended for, except Sicily. Sicily was given'to a prince, who had ambition 
enough, but not force enough, to light a new firc in Italy, that might fpred to 
the re{t of Europe; and the emperor, on many accounts, was unable to light 
this fire of himfelf, by attacking Sicily. His rival for the Spanifh fucceflion, - 
who had ambition and force enough, was barred by the ncutrajity of Italy... On 
this foot, things might have been kept quiet in the fame flate; and if in time» 
any new difpofition of feudal eftates in Italy, had been thought expedient, as I 
believe it would have been, the emperor might have had Sicily att laft, the duke 
of Savoy might have been indemnifyed, and aggrandizcd, and no power let in 
to difturb the publick tranquillity. The partition of the dominions of Italy, 
muft be deemed pretty indifferent, after all the changes that have been made, 
and confented to. on all fides. But the great point for fecuring publick 
peace, was to keep the Spaniard out, to hinder the two rivals from tredding 
on the fame continent; and that point was given up when the principle of the 
fyftem. of the Utrecht treaty was departed from, under pretence of confummat- 
ing the peace, and of fatisfying the unfatiable ambition of the quecn of Spain. 
The emperor was diffatisfyed formerly that he had not Sicily. Do you ima- 
gine Spain -better fatisfyed now? The partition is varyed, but the fame feeds 


of difcontent are fown, and there are now two rival powers eltablifhed in the 
fame 


g4e 


MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Perfod TIT. fame country. Is this worth all the blood that has been fpilt, and all the 
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money that has been fpent, and all the diftraétion that has been kept up, 
from the treaty of London of 1716, the triple and quadruple alliance in. 
clufively ? : 

To return to myfelf, and to private affairs. My refolution being taken, you 
fee, that the fooner that part of it which you, and my other friends, are fo 
kind as to execute, is executed, the better it will be for me, fince I cannot 
be att my eafe, till I am better fettled abroad, and fince I cannot be fo fettled, 
till I know what to reckon upon. I think it however of great confequence, 
that the matter fhould be proceeded in, with the caution and fecret I firit de- 
fired. ‘You will fee what I writ lately to Mr. Corry, and you will combine 
the whole in your thoughts, I chufe the firft plan, for the reafons mentioned 
att large in former letters. I only propofe the fecond as neceffary in the 
fecond place. In all events, that houfe muft not be a charge to me, nor the 
profits of the eftate be confumed in management. I thank you for making my 
compliments to lord Hardwicke. You will renew them as opportunity ferves. 
He afted an affe€tionate part to me, and I fhall always preferve the memory 
of it. By the meffage which lord Carteret delivered to the dutchefs of Marl- 
borough, I have done what I judged right. If the is in earneft, in the anfwer 
fhe made, I fhall hear from her. If fhe is not, I muft do as well as I can, with- 
out her grace’s affiftance. Whenever Mr. Levefon comes into this country, 
he fhall be fure of my beft advice and affiftance, and of this I defire you to 
affure my lord Gower, with my beft compliments. All here falute you, and 
yours. “My refpefts attend on my lady and Mrs. Wyndham. As this con. 
veyance of letters thro’ Monf. de Chavigny, and Monf. du Nocquet, is fafe 
enough, you will let me hear from you at your leifure. Adieu, dear fir Wil- 
jiam, I am ever unalterably your’s, whether in the world, or out of it. Pray 
be fo good as to embrace Batt. for me; I wifh 1 could have half his good for- 
tune, that of felling dear. I fhall buy land no more, no, not a burying 
place. 


LORD BOLINGBROKE TO LORD CHANCELLOR HARDWICKE. 


Returns thanks for his good will and friend/hip.—Accufes fir Robert Walpole 
of having obftrutted the king's inclinations in his favour. 
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manner, when I was laft in England, the marks of your friendfhip, that I think 
myfelf bound to take the firft opportunity, I have had fince my return to this 
countyy, to make my acknowledgements to your lordfhip. You fhewed me 
good will and friendfhip, though I was a ftranger to whom you owed nothing 
perfonally, whilft many, who owed me much, affefed to fhew me their difs 
like and their enmity, becaufe there was a mean merit acquired by doing fos 
and even as far back, as when the favour of the late hing could not proteét me 
againft the malice of his minifter, nor fecure me the full cffeét of his promifes. 
Thefe are obligations, my lord, and fuch as I fhall remember always. The 
life I now lead, the place I inhabite, and the company I fee in it, furnifh 
nothing, that can be of information or entertainment to your lord{hip; a great 
fcene, and one wherein the greateft tallents may be, and indeed require to be 
exercifed, is opened. God grant, it may be clofed by barring effeQually a 
family ambition, which I apprehend that we revived, or encouraged at leaft, by 
the quadruple alliance, and have favoured too much ever fince. I fee dif- 
tin€lly but one corner of this feene; and I believe your lordfhip will approve 
my filence ever about that. 


LORD BOLINGBROKE TO LORD HARDWICKE. 
Accufes fir Robert Walpole of meanne/s and treachery. 


(Batterfea, Nov. 12, 1744.) I Send you two volumes of the letters you 
defire to fee, of which a few are printed by Pope’s dircélion. The fecond 
may give your lordfhip poffibly fome fatisfa€tion. The firft, I fear, is fitter 
for a young man, who begins his fludyes, than for your perufal. With 
them your lordfhip will find fome addrefled to Pope, on metaphyfical or 
rather antimetaphyfical matters. The Ictter writ to Wyndham I found, and 
I fend it; and with it two others: one was writ to lord Stair, on what he 
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communicated to me from lord Sunderland. His lordfhip took fo little care . 


of it, notwith{tanding the caution given him in it, that falling behind his {crue 
tore, it was found by M. de Mezieres, in whofe houfe he had lived, and 
printed as you fec it, for reafuns obvious enough. There is ikewife a draught 
of that which I fent to the late hing, in 1725, foon after he had brought me into 
this country. What I preffed for then, and do not even defire nqw, your lordfhip 


may think perhaps, was not ill fupported. At leafi you will fee, how mean and 
trea~ 
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treacherous a part the minifter in power atted under the mafk of good.will. 1 
‘trouble you no further. I only afk your indulgence, to which 1 have this 
-claim, that I obey your commands, and that-I fhew mylelf naked, as it were, 
to you. I wifh to hear, that a {pirit of conciliation has operated, fuch }s our 
prelent diftrefs requires. I am, my lord, with true refpe, &c. 

It may be proper to fay, by way of poftfcript, that tho’ fome things in the 
letters to Pope, may appear heterodox, they will be more fo, relatively to 
theology, which I do not much.eftcem, than to evangelical religion, which | 
refpe&t as I ought. Many inaccuracies muft be excufed, fince they were 
never correéted, nor read by me, fince the firft heat in which they were 
writ. 


Eroucn's minutes of a converfation with fir Robert Walpole, on the atlempt of 
lord Bolingbroke and the duchc/s of Kendal to obtain his difmifhon in 1727. 


(September 13, 1737.) 1 Had an opportunity for ful! converfation with 
fir Robert Walpole. I mentioned then to him, Bolingbroke’s reports, of his 
often attending the late king at fupper, and of his intereft being fo prevailing, 
that it was with the utmoft importunity and addrefs, he perfuaded the king to 
defer the making him prime minifter, till he returhed from Hanover. He 
.condefcended to give ‘me this explanation. He faid lying was fo natural to 
St. John, that it was impoffible for him to keep within the bounds of truth. 
He might truly boaft of his profpeéts, for they were very great; tho’ things 
swere not fo fixed and near ashe pretended. He had the entire intereft of the 
dutchefs of Kendal, and having this, what confequences time would probably 
have produced, required no explanation, St. John, he averred, had only been 
once with the king, which was owing to his importunity. 

The king‘had given fir Robert a memorial of St. John’s, confifting of three 
fheets of paper. He obferved the cover was not fealed, and therefore the 
deliverer of it muft certainly know from whence it came, and perhaps the 
contents. On the two Turks difclaiming all knowledge of the affair, he 
went to the dutchefs of Kendal, who owned the part fhe had ated, with the 
addition of falfe and frivolous excufes. He then obferved, that her grace was 
‘of weak and low underftanding. St. John, in this addrefs, had defired an au- 
dience, and undertook, if admitted, to demonftrate the kingdom muft fhortly 
be ruined, if fir R. ‘Walpole continued prime minifter.. Sir R. Walpole him 
elf, humbly and earneftly defired he might be admitted; he told the king, if 

this 
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this was not done, the clamour would be, that he kept him to himfelf, and Bolingbroke. 
would-allow none to come near him, to tell the truth. This was repeated to 
the diitchefs, who promifed her intereft with the king. 

vider fir Robert next attended her grace, fhe faid the king was averfe to 
feeing St. John, taking for granted, it muft make you uneafy. He replied, he 
could not be eafy till St. John was admitted. This was fo much preffed, that 
he was foon after gratified with an audience. Lord Lechmere happened to 
“come upon bufinefs at the fame time, he enquired who was in the clofet; he 
heard Walpole was alfo at court: he then imagined him to be fole dire€tor. 
Fully poffeffed with this conceit, he went in to the king. He began with re- 
viling Walpole, as not being contented with doing mifchief himfelf, but in- 
troducing one who was, if poffible, much worfe; and thus he departed, without 
offering the papers to be figned, which he brought as chancellor of the dutchy. 
This diverted the king extreamly, who made it the fubje€t of converfation, 
when fir Robert waited on him; he flightly mentioned St. John's demonftra- 
tions, and called them bagatelles, 

I have been thus minute and exaét, becaufe St. John and his friends have 
made the thing furer and more imediate, than can be juftified from reality. 
On the other fide, fome of the great man’s neareft relations and friends have 
decmed it as groundlefs, and have thought fit to reprefent him as under no 
fort of apprehenfion from his rival. I will therefore repeat what he faid fe- 
veral times, and particularly at the end of the converfation, which was nearly 
in thefe words. ‘ As he had the dutchefs entirely on his fide, I need not 
add, what muft or might in time have been the confequence. He informed 
me the fame day, that the bill in favour of St. John, is wholly to be afcribed 
to the influence of the dutchefs. Either the prefent vifcount Chetwind, or 
his brother William, conveyed eleven thoufand pounds from St. John’s lady 
to lady Walfingham, the dutchefs’s niece. 
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LETTERS AND PAPERS RELATING TO THE DISTURBANCES 
IN IRELAND, ON ACCOUNT OF WOOD’s PATENT, FOR 
COINING COPPER MONEY. | 

| CONTAINING 

a. Correfpondence between fir Robert Walpole, the duke of Newcaftle, the duke 

of Grafton, and lord Carteret. 


2. Between lord chancellor Midleton, and Thomas, and Saint John Brodrick. 





1. Correfpondence between fir Robert Walpole, the duke of Newcaftle, the duke 
of Grafton, and lord Carteret. 


DUKE OF GRAFTON TO THE ARCHBISHOP OF DUBLIN. 


Complains of lord chancellor Midleton’s difre/peétful behaviour. 


(January 24,1723.) 1 Don’t touch upon each head of your letters to 
Mr. Hopkins * relating to me, yet they make a due impreffion, and I hope, I 
fhall find my advantage in thofe hints, which, I am fenfible, proceed from the 
trueft friendihip, as I am, that your grace’s profeffions thereupon, are very 
fincere; in confidence of which, I will take the liberty to mention a treat- 
ment of the lord chancellor to me, which is not at all obliging, and which, I 
believe you will think very extraordinary. I muft acquaint you, that whilft I 
was in the country, the king’s letter appointing the lord chancellor to be in 
the government was return’d hither by the lords juftices, usgon the omiflion of 
a neceffary claufe; his lordfhip prefs’d my fecretary very much to have it 
deliver’d to him, who deffr’d to be excus’d, as neither confiftent with refpeét 
to me, nor his.duty, to deliver a letter to have any thing executed upon it, in 
my abfence, which was dircfted to me. Thereupon my lord apply’d to the fe. 
cretary’s office, upon the private intimation he received from Ireland, and 

before 
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before I arriv’d, obtain’d a new letter to be prepared and figned, and fent | Wood's 
away by the laft poft, not favoring me with a vifit, tho’ I arriv’d on Sunday, wes 
till this morning (my public day) and then fo far from any apology, that he ayes, 
madhipo mention of this proceeding. This ufage, I have caufe to take amis, 

but another part of it more, viz; his procuring the king’s letter to be direfted 

contrary to the ufual forms obferv’d in all or moft cafes, as you will remark, 

when you fee it, and which is a flight 1 have not deferved: I have mention’d 

this behaviour to the king, who does not at all approve of it, and I have pre- 

pared his majefty fo, as that he will not be uneafy to have again the trouble 

of figning another letter, if the lords juftices think proper to return that now 

upon the road, in order to pay the proper compliment to the lord lieutenant 

in the addrefs. As I write to your grace as a particular friend, and one who 

has both my honor and intereft at heart, I know you will in this point have 

regard to both, and treat this in the manner you think proper. 


DUKE OF GRAFTON TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 
Diffatisfattion on account of Wood's patent. 


SIR, Dublin, Auguft 22, 17295 
FTER the ceremony and forms, upon firft coming into the kingdom, werea Draxgbe¢ 

little over, I took the firft opportunity of difcourfing with the principal | 
perfons here, and with thofe likewife in whom I had moft confidence upon a 
matter which I found was in every body’s mouth that I converfed with, and 
which I was ‘inform’d was the fubje& of all converfations, both in town and 
country; I open’d it as a point I had much at heart, and us’d all the argu. 
ments I was furnifhed with, to induce them to come into my fentiments, in, 
order to fupport the king’s patent, I mean the new copper money. J am 
forry to find it is fo diftaftfull to the country; that even thofe who are moft 
forward to enter into meafures agreable to our fide of the water in all other 
. inftances dare not undertake the defenfe of this patent; they allow, that fome 
obje€tions made to it are frivolous, but yet, that there are fome things in it fo 
prejudicial to the kingdom, and fo much more fo, than in former grants of the 
like kind, that in their own opinion, they can’t like it, but to fupport it, wou’d 
be to make them of little ufe to the king’s fervice hereafter, fo much they 
fhou'd lofe their credit with gentlemen, who are well affeGted to the governe 
ment. 
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They give me reafon to hope, that other things which had rais’d fome cla- 
mour before I came here, may be kept from giving difturbance to the feffion, 
in cafe people are not thrown into ill humour by an oppofition to whaty fhalk 
bo. mov’d in parliament for their relief upon this head. In what ae | this 
will be introduc’d, I can’t yet learn; nor do I know whether it is yet feted, 
there being few members yet in town; but I plainly fee, there will be no 
avoiding fome difagreable proceedings upon it, and fear we fhall be very much 
embarrafs’d, whatever turn it takes. J underftand, that fome time ago, a re- 
prefentation from the council here wou’d have been prefs’d to be fent over to 
England upon this fubje&t, but was wav’d upon my being foon expeéted over, 
A paper has been printed here, call’d Ireland’s confternation, wherein this 
grant is fet out in the worft light; and is plainly calculated to ftir up ill blood; 
but feveral of our friends feem to think, that fome of the obje€lions are un 
anfwerable: a ftop is put to the publication of it, but whether thro’ the dif 
cretion of the printer, or for the author to amend it, I am not fure, but we - 
expe& to fee fomething of the fame kind abroad, when the parliament meets. 
I cou’d not forbear fending you in general the fenfe of this country upon this 
affair, and fhall trouble you farther, when I have learnt any thing worth your 
notice; in the mean time, I beg you to be-perfuaded, that if this point ends in 
a manner difagreable to us both, which I much fear, it fhall not be owing to 
my want of labour and endeavours. 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO THE DUKE OF GRAFTON. 


Sufpetts that the accounts of the difcontents in Ireland are exaggerated. 
MY LORD, Whitchall, Auguft 31, 1723. 

Am very much concerned at the account your grace gives me, of the dif. 
pofition of people with regard to the copper money, and am truly very 
much furpris’d at it. ‘Tis impoffible to judge of the obje@tions ’till we hear 
them; and I cannot but yet think, ’tis rather a popular run without confidera- 
tion, than any real folid mifchicfs that occafion this clamour. Thofe friends 
to your grace, and your very humble fervants here, that are afraid, they fhall 
fo far lofe their credit in this affair, as not to be able to do any other fervice 
to your government, I dare fay, have well confider’d what will be the con. 
fequences of fuch a proceeding, and are very well fatisfy’d, that yielding in 
this, is doing you the beft fervice. If I thought fo, I cou’d be eafy in any 
trouble 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


trouble that is prepar’d for us, in order to make you eafy there: I wifh at 
leaft they wou’d vouchfafe to let us know thefe unanfwerable and infuperable 
objgétions, and tell us, what they propofe, that can be of fervice, and that can 
poflly be comply’d with. You know, my lord, all that I know of this mat. 
ter, ind I fhall be heartyly forry for your fake, that the firft trouble that is 
given of this kind, fhou’d arife under your adminiftration, and hope it will 
avail you to have conquer’d all other difficultys. I-am afraid fome people 
and I do not think alike of this matter; I think I forefee the confequences, 
and if I fhou’d be the firft, I believe I fhall not be the only man, that will be 
made fenfible of them. You know that I am moft fincerely, &c. 


DUKE OF GRAFTON TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 


Laments the difagrceablene/s of his fituation.—Complains of lord Midleton's 
condult. 
MY DEAR LORD, Dublin, September 24, 1723. 
Shall not take up much of your time, fince I fend you a coppy of the letter 
I write to Mr. Walpole, it is all that we can inform either your lordfhip or 
him of at prefent. I belicve you may immagine how difagreeable this whole 
bufinefs has been to me, I think myfelf moft unfortunate, that fuch an affaire 
happen’d in my time; however I beg that you will depend upon my truth in 
this cafe, that the whole earth could not have gott through this affaire, without 
its being laid before the king. You fee how the chancellor aéts. If he has 


liberty to go on in the way he does, it is every way poffible, that fomething 


may happen that-will be difagreeable in the progrefs of the king’s bufinefs; 
yett I hope, with the help of the faithfull fervants of the king, to difappoint 
all endeavours to do hurt. I am, with the utmoft truth, my lord, &c. 

I write my public letter to lord Carteret, from whom I have not reccived 


ene fince he left London.. 


DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 


Obferves that the duke of Grafton is irritated by Walpole’s letters, and alarmed 
at the difcontents in Ireland.—States the probable caufes of thofe diflurbances. 
—Hints that lord Midleton aéts in concert with lord Carteret.—Supports the 
bifhop of London, who recommends Dr. Boulton, bifhop of Briftol for the pri- 


macy of Ireland. 
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‘MY DEAR LORD, ' November 1, 1724, 


J Send your lordthip enclofed, Mr. Walpole’s to your lordfhip, in anfwer to 

your’s of the 2gth Oftober. I perceive Mr. Walpole did not think jpro- 
iper to fend your lordfhip’s letter to the duke of Grafton, and I muft own, as 
.an humble fervant to you all, I am very glad he did not. The duke of ‘Graf- 
ton has wrote a very long elaborate letter to Mr. Walpole, thoroughly hurt 
and wounded at Mr. Walpole’s private letters, and taking them in a manner, I 
am very fure Mr. Walpole never defign’d them. There were indeed feveral 
expreffions, that I was forry to fec, but for the fake of our friend (who has al- 
ways had a good heart, and I dare fay will ever be fenfible who were, and 
are his only friends) I will dftribute the caufe of them to the great diftraGtion 
he finds himfelf and the public affairs in in that kingdom. The melancholy 
and public part of the letter defcribes the difcontents in a very high degree, 
that our friends are cool, and our enemies outrageous, and that there was not 
one man of credit in the kingdom, that would openly take upon him the de- - 


_ fence of this patent, which is certainly in every article defenfible and juft, and 


can have no real obje@tions in it, even to the Irifh, but what are the natural 
confequences of the dependency of that kingdom, which I fear too much both 
friends and foes in Ireland, are for fhaking off; and fomething muft be done, 
but God knows when or where, to prevent this growing evil. Your lordfhip 
will fee, by Mr. Walpole’s letter to lord Carteret, to what a height the com- 
mons-are come by their laft addrefs; it is, my lord, very plain what they aim att, 
and I fend your lordfhip a copy of what the duke of Grafton fent Mr, Wal. 
pole, and was what was firft propofed, as you fee, by Mr. Broderick. The 
duke of Grafton fays, the belt that could be obtained, was the addrefs as it 
now ftands. 

Your tordfhip will fee what was done in Engiand (penfions and patent) is 
the objeét of the Irifh refentment, and I believe, if there had been nothing dut 
Irifh politicks at the bottom of thisattack, it would never have been brought 
to this height. ‘Your lordfhip will recoile&, who told you Ireland was not 
originally intended, but only the Weft Indies, who had the firft information of 
the defign’d attack, and to whom the fupporters of it in Ireland are attached 
here, and what part of the Englith adminiftration is refle€ted upon by 
them. 7 

Lord Middleton has affo wrote a fine (but I think an infolent) letter to Mr. 
Walpole, excusing entirely his own behaviour, laying the blame on others, 
and 
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and fkreening himfelf by the behaviour of fome, whom I fuppofe he would in- 
‘finuate to be the Jord lieutenant’s friends. What he {eems to with for, is a fa- 
vouiable anfwer from the king; and by the letters I received this morning from 
Hanayer, of the 22d of O@ober, O. S. for Walpole, I perceive fome folks 
defigned them one,. that I fuppofe would have been agreeable to them, if not 
already concerted with them. Your brother * in his to Walpole, takes great 
meritt, in his not being tenacious of his own thoughts, in his having acquiefced 
under your anfwer, and has fent to Mr. Walpole the draughts of his own. I 
am apt to believe, he would not fo readily have yielded, if it could have been 
avoided. Your lordfhip does undoubtedly fee and feel from whence this whole 
affair may arife. In one of the intercepted letters from fome of the foreign 
minifters, there is exprefs mention of a great lady,* that was fuppofed-to have 
an advantage from the patent. 

Tho’ I have already troubled your lordfhip fo long, that I ought really to 
be afhamed, I muft fend you a paper given me laft Wednefday by the 
bifhop of London, the affair of the primacy of Ireland. I think it is of great 
confequence, and upon the whole I do not fee, what can be done better than 
what the bifhop of London propofes. The, bifhop of London a€ts fo tho» 


roughly with us, and fo fenfibly, that I believe your lordthip will be willing. 
to take his opinion. I find by him, the bifhop of Winchefter is difpofed to- 


secommend Dr. Chandler, now bifhop of Litchfield, to the primacy. He is 
by no means proper. He has parts, but a very odd underftanding, will be go~ 
verned by nobody, except the archbifhop, and fure that is not for the king’s 
fervice: the primate is not yett dead, and fo your lurdfhip has time to confider: 
of it. Ihave not been wanting in my endeavours to convince the bifhop of 


London, how truly your lordfhip and Mr. Walpole are friends to him, and 


how defirous you are in all ecclefiaftical affairs, of being dire€ted and advifed 
by him. I think it has had its effet, and he both thinks of things and perfons 
as we wifh. 

I begg my compliments to the good dutche/s, lady Walfingham, and if he 
deferves it, my friend the marefchal, from whom I have not had one word thefe 
three months paft. Forgive me this long, and I doubt you will think, impere 
tinent letter, and believe me with the fincere& affeAtion. 


DUKE 
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DUKE OF GRAFTON TO ROBERT WALPOLE, 


Complains of lord Townfhend’s filence.—Obftruttions groen to Wood's pater:.— 
Addreffes of both houfes.—General panic feizes even the king’s frienas.— 
Bitterly reproaches lord chancellor Midleton’s conduét, and requejts has 
vemoval.—Charatter and condut of Dr. William King, archbifhop of 
Dublin. 

SIR, : Dublin, Dec. 19, 1723. 
Have been very unwilling to trouble you with my private letters oftner 
than the neceffity of affairs, or an explanation of my own conduét here 

abfolutely requir’d; and tho’ I have not hitherto particularly acknowledged 

the receipt of that private letter of the 26th of O€tober (the only one of that 
kind I have been favour’d with for cight weeks paft) yet beg leave to affure 
you that I have the moft gratefull fenfe of the good offices both you and my 
ford Townfhend have done me, in makeing a due impreffion upon his ma- 
jefty, with regard to the behaviour of a certain family here, to which is 
cheifly oweing the great obftru€tion which has been given to the king’s bufi- 
nefs this feffion, and-my own continual difquietude, ever fince the beginning 
ofit. I muft however confefs, that I thinke myfelf very unhappy, that amidft 
all the difficultys I have had to ftruggle with, I have never been favour’d with 
one line from my lord Townfhend, fince my arrival in this kingdom, and 
my uneafinefs upon this head, can’t but be very great, as you may imagine; 
fince the only letter his lordfhip intended me, imported a diflike of my con- 
duét in fo ftrong terms, that in goodnefs to me, you forbore to tranfmit it. 

Your fentiments being fo much the fame, on account of my conduét, I thought 

myfelf oblig’d to offer to his lordfhip the fame reafons in my juftification 

which I troubled you with, and that I might with the greater exatnefs inform 
you alike, I fent him the whole correfpondence which has paffed betwixt us. 

Whatever failings I am chargeable with, I flatter myfelf, you will both impute 

them to an error in judgement only; for I proteft to you, I related fa&ts with 

the ftriGeft regard to truth. 
The cheif bufinefs which has occafioned debates in each houfe of parlia- 
ment fince the recefs, has bee his majefty’s anfwers to the refpeétive ad- 


- dreffes relating to-Mr. Wood's patent. Altho’ they were in the fame terms to 


both houfes, yet there was not the fame refpett paid in the houfe of commans, 
neither 
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neither in the debates, nor in the refult, as in the upper houfe, which you will Wood's 
: . : . Patent. 

foon difcern upon reading the papers inclofed. The firft part of the refolu- 
tion pf the commons, as farr as is fcored, was fettled at a meeting of the, 4733. 
king’s, cheif fervants of that houfe in my clofet; all that follows was offéred 
by way of amendment by the peevifh people in the houfe, which, tho’ lang 
debated and ftruggled, was at laft receiv’d, the former infatuation of the 
country-gentelmen upon this fubjeét, returning fo ftrong upon them, there was 
no‘tanding a divifion. Thofe who are more immediatly under my influence, how. 
ever, ftrenuoufly debated, and protefted againft the amendment, as prefcribing 
to his majefty in what manner he fhou’d proceed, aficr he had in the moft 
gracious and extenfive words, affured them of his docing every thing within 
his power for their fatisfa€tion, &c. 

Mr. Conolly, the chancellor of the exchequer, the attorney and follicitor 
general, and others of the beft ability and intention, found the torrent too 
ftrong to venture a divifion, tho’ they fufficiently teftified their approbation of 
the anfwer, and in my confcience were very hearty in ufeing all endeavours 
to avoid any thing in the addrefs which might carry the leaft appearance of 
difrefpeét or diftruft, which they urg’d both in public and private, as moft 
agreable to good policy as well as duty. Indeed, as to the patent, 1 muft fay, 
as I formerly hinted, there was no makeing any impreffion upon them in its 
Favour, and yet ’tis certain, Mr. Conolly has loft fomeground where he us’d to 
have influence, by being reprefented as too cool in the whole courfe of this en- 
quiry. As it is vifible that that gentelman has not fo great an influence as for- 
merly, fo it is as fure, that no one perfon has a perfonal intereft equal to his. 
Such has been the management of thofe who cover’d their truc defigns under 
the pretence of this greivance, that I have difcover’d fuch a pannick in the 
king’s beft freinds, that they'even were apprchenfive of popular commotions. 
Lettegg from the electors im,.the. country to their members, many people in 
Dublin (fome through weaknefs, others thro’ malice) flocking to the bankers 
to call in their money, or to alter their notes, which now moltly are draw 
with an exprefs condition, to be paid in gold or filver: many other ridiculous 
extravagancys have prevailed not worth your notice. ° . 

A late inflancc in the houfe of commons ha@fhewn, that upon all points, the 
FaCtion is not equally ftrong. Before the recefs, a pompous petition was pre- 
fented, complaining of a great greivance to the fubjeét, by a cofeétor in dif- 
training for an arrear of quitt rent: fome flrokes in it bore hard upon com- 
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miffioners of the revenue, and ’twas no fecret, that the complaint was levell’d 
at Mr. Conolly. Upon full hearing and examination, -the petition was yoted 
{candalous and malitious, and the temper of the houfe did not appear i the 
difadvantage of the fpeaker, or to the fatisfa€tion of the Brodericks, wko ex- 
pos’d pretty openly their malice. When the addrefs in return to the king’s 

anfwer, was refolv’d in the manner abovemention’d, Mr. Broderick affe@ted to 

prefs the difpatch of the money bill, and had the affurance to fay, that the 
world fhou’d be convinc’d how fome gentlemen had been mifreprefented, as 
if they had a defign to obftru€ the paffing that bill, but his mouth was ftop’d 
by general! Wynn, who put himin mind of his talking in that ftyle at different 
times in the houfe. ; 

The lords had a divifion upon the motion for an addrefs of thanks, go 
againft 7, in the laft number, the only peevifh lords worth your notice, who 
thought the anfwer not fatisfa€tory, were the archbifhop of Dublin, and 
Jord Abercorn. I can’t but obferve to you, the very unaccountable beha- 
viour of my lord chancellor upon this occafion. Ata meeting of lords, be» 
fore the parliament met, where I communicated: his majefty’s.anfwer, his lord~ 
fhip was much upon the referve as to the anfwef in. general, and as to 
particular parts of it then difcours’d of (for exceptions were taken by fome to 
part of it) he ftill fended off, and declin’d giveing a categorical. I after. 
wards fent for him to my clofet, and there alone with him fet forth the arts.and 
induftry which I knew were on foot to make ill impreffons on members of 
each houfe, and the attempts defign’d by parliamentary artifice to make the 
king’s anfwer appear lefs gracious, that as we two,were his majefty’s cheif 
fervants here, I had warmly declar’d what I took to be my duty, and that the 
fame was incumbent upon him. In fine, & infifted upon his letting me know 
what part he defin’d to take in this affair. Not to trouble you with all his 
reafonings, who you know is not the leaft vetbofe,in the world, he tqjd me, 
that he was of opinign, that the anfwer. was not fatisfaftory, that if there fhou’d 
ke a divifion,-he muft vote agreably to that opinion, but that in his ftation, he 
fhou’d decline debating on that fide of the queftion. How agreably to this- 
declaration he behav’d, give me Icave to. inform you; he fhew’d the greateft 
partiality upon the woo! fack, @ ftateing and putting the queftion, treating my 
lord Kildare, who,moved the thanks, and the other lords who fupported him, 
without comtnon decency, and in fuch a manner, that I have heard it re~ 
marked by all forts of people; yet when in the divifion, the lords came to take 
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his vote, with much unwillingnefs, after being prefs'd two or three times, he at Wood’s 


length, with an ill grace, voted content, faying that he did not ufe to differ 
with fuch a majority, or to that effe€t. From many inftances for fome years 
paft, it is manifeft, this principle has govern’d his politicks. He throws him- 
felf amongft the majority, and then afflumes to himfelf the honour of being 
cheif of that party. This fineffe was very remarkable the laft feffion, in the 
difpute about the Irifh bank; at firft, he warmly promoted it, but when he dif. 
cover’d a flame raifed againft it, by the influence of the bankers, and other 
means, he turned fhort, and took the other fide, his kindred in the houfe of 
commons had all voted for it, and his fon vehement in the firft debates on that 
fide of the queftion in the beginning of the feffion; but before two months 
were paft, the very contrary arguments were as violently fupported, 

All refentment or prejudice apart, I may venture to affirm to you, for the 
truth of which I may appeal to the general voice of the country, that till the 
patent for the new coinage came upon the tapis, the chancellor had fewer per= 
fonal freinds than any one man in the nation, Many are attach’d to him only 
thro’ intereft, whilft he is velted with power; fome who hated him, return’d 
to him when he was fent’ back from England as one of the late juftices. That 
mark of the king’s favour, believe me, has no ways conduced to‘the. good of 


his fervice, but has artfwly been made ufe of to perfuade this part of the — 


world, that his lordfhip has very good fupport at court.* On many different 
occafions, it has appear’d, that no regard has been had to thofe on either fide 
of the water, to whom he really owed the’obligation. .Notwithftanding all the 
proteftations made at that time by the chancellour, of a gratefull return, I 
confefs, I was very apprehenfive that the king’s bufinefs here wou’d receive 
no benefitt from his being reftor’d to power, but that he wou’d ule it to dif. 
trefs my adminiftration, knowing long that his charaéter is to be falfe and m- 
folent in powcr, when ftript of it, the moft abjett fubmiffive creature alive. 
The event has apparentlyjuftified that opinion. His lordfhip and his fa- 
mily have foinetime been fhakeing hands with the torys here. Great com- 
plaints of very improper perfons being put into the commiffion of the peace, 
before he laft went into England, reach’d me whilft I wast here; and I have been 
fince affur’d, that amongit the feverall new converts from popery made jul 
tices, fome were fo lately become fuch, that gentlemen of, the country were 
ftrangers to their converfion, till they found them in the commiffion. Some 
paflages, at a full committee of the commons this {effiorf, in a matter depending, 
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Perjed HI. relating to a new convert juftice, gave him great apprehenfions leaft an en- 
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quiry of that kind fhou’d be fett on foot, which occafion’d him to defire a 
vifit from a member of diftin@ion, in which he gave fuch affurances ae 
made {uch excufes, as wou’d very ill become a miniiter, who had nothing to 
reproach himfelf with upon that head. 

After haveing thus particularly and juftly expofed to your view the behaviour 
of this lord, I fubmit it to you, whether the continuance of him in employment 
ean confift with the king’s intereft and fervice here. If hetter judgments 
fhou‘d determine it otherwife, it is my duty to offer this advice; if the chan 
cellour is not changed, the reft of the king’s chief fervants muft, or there will 
be a perpetual diftraétion in his affairs, there being fcarce one of thofe at pre- 
fent in employment, who will freely open himfelf before him in any confulta- 
tions, and this they have declared to me. His lordfhip will govern abfolutely, 
or he will either betray or difturb, of which evcry government here had ex- 
perience fince the king’s acceffion. It is the opinion of fome of the wileft 
and beft affc€ted in this country to the prefent eftablifhment, that a chancel- 


_Jour fhou’d always be fent from England; it has ufually been the policy and 


the pratice. Lord Sunderland carried the complitnent to this country too 
far by choofeing out of the natives all the cheif, and moft of the other judges, 


and the bifhops too, which has been attended with. very mifcheivous confe~ 


quences to the Englifh intereft; for tho’ I don’t complain of being diftrefs'd: 
by others of the counjry in high ftations, as I have reafon to doe of the chan-. 
cellour, yet I am little beholden to fome of them for their affiftance. I fee 
too plainly that they ufe the power which the crown beflows, to ferve their pri- 
vate views and interefts, and each affeéts to have a party of his own to play off 
as occafion ferves, in order to be efteem’d fignificant, and neceflary to the go 
vernment. If, fir, I am fo happy as to have your concurrence as to the ne~ 
ceffity of a new chancellour, I befeech you to make an early choice of a prom 
per perfon. It may not poflibly much import the lging’s fervice, whether this 
change be made fome months fooner or Jater after the conclufion af the fef- 
fion; but when I affure you, that my honour, credit, and reputation depend 
upon its being done before I leave the kingdom, I am perfuaded you will 
not besindifferent, of whicly you have been pleas’d to give me fo kind an 
aflurance in your letter of the gd of OGober. It ig the common topick of 
all companys here, that this event will fhew who has the moft credit at St. 
James’s, my lord chancellour or my lord lieutenant. Whether it is moft pro~ 
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per to put the great feal into the hands of a new chancellour, or keeper, or Moet 
into commiffion, I fubmit to your judgment; but be it one way or other, if it , e 
is totbe, it will avoid much difficulty to determine it before the appointment of 1729. 
the new lords juftices at my return. 

I forbear to recommend to you any perfons for that truft, fince you are 
well able to judge who are moft deferving of it, from the accounts I have given: 
you of the behaviour of the moft eminent people; only a few words may be 
neeeflary to let you into the charaéter of the archbifhop of Dublin, not re. 
membering that I have made mention of him this {eflion; and. he is of as une 
common a mixture as moft people I know. He is very indifercet in his ace 
tions and expreflions, pretty ungovernable, and has fome wild notions, 
which fometimes make him impraéticable in bufinefs, and he is to a ri- 
diculous extravagance, nationak Upon fome points (of which the jurif- 
dition of the houfe of lords isa principal onc) he loofes both his temper 
and his reafon. Before the opening of the feffion, at « meeting, where 
my f{peech was to be communicated, and confider’d, he ufed fome very inde- 
cent expreffions, objeGting to the words, a happy people: he faid, thofe of 
this nation could not be efteem’d fuch, for that fince the king’s acceflion, by an 
aét of the legiflature of another kingdom, they were in fome refpe& put under 
flavery, with other unguarded expreffions, and wild arguments to the fame ef- 
fet. In the committee of lords to draw up the addrcfs to his majefly, he de~ 
bated and divided againft the word happy, ufcing the fame arguments, tho’ I. 
beleive in public not quite in fo harfh terms as before... As I thought it pro~ 
per to lay this behaviour before you, fo in juftice to him, I muft inform you,. 
that he is very well affe&ted to the king, and hearty in fupporting the prefent 
fettlement of the acrown, and and an utter encmy to the pretender and his. 
caufe. He is charitable, hofpitable, a defpifer of riehes, and an excellent 
bifhop, for which reafons he has generally the love of the country, and a great 
influence and fway over the clergy and the bifhops who are natives; to thofe 
who are feni over from England, he docs not fhew much curtefic. I wifh I 
could have made this letter fhorter, but the nature of the matters I was to Jay- 
before you, and the time drawing near againft which the proper meafurcs are 
to be taken, not admitting of it, I hope I may be forgiven; efpecially fince I 
don't forefee that I can again trouble you with fo tedious a letter. The pre- 
fent tate of our affairs are before you, and I lcave the reft'to yeur judgement, 
your care, and your freindfhip. When you favour me wjth your anfwer and 


determination, I will “thereupon, according to the ufual form, write to my 
lord 
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who fhall feem proper to be appointed lords juftices. I take the liberty to 
fend you the ftate of the cafe with regard to the bill before you, to prevent 
thefarther growth of popery, as I have received it from fome of the chief of 
the judges and king’s council. The houfe of commons have much at heart 
that bill, It has been mended fince it came from them, as commonly their 
Pills want to be: poffibly you may ftill make it better; but if a bill fhou’d not 
pafs, I fear it wou’d be of very ill confequence, the prefent laws being fo 
evaded, that the popifh preifts dayly increafe, and keep up fuch a fpiritt of 
rebellion amongft the people, as may fometime be very troublefome, if not fatal 
to the government. 


DUKE OF GRAFTON TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Opposes the firft refolution to ingutre into the conduét and abfence of the lord 
chancellor.—Privately fupports it when introduced.—Vote of cenfure paffes 
the houfe of lords.—Counter motion in his favour paffes the commons.—Ad~ 
drefs to the lord lieutenant. 


SIR, December 26, 1723. 

INCEF I finifh’d my very long letter to you fome days agoe, which has been 

detained, by reafon all our boats were on your fide till yeflerday, that we 
receiv’d four mails together, fome very extraordinary occurrences here, oblige 
me to trefpafs more upon your patience by another letter, the fubje€t matter 
not allowing me to bring it within the compafs of a poftfcript. 

By the refolutions tranfmitted to you with my publick letter of the fame date 
with this, you will find that my lord chancellour has beent he fubje& of debates 
in both houfes. The complaint of a great greivance by his fo long abfence was 
pretty univerfall at my firft arrival here, an .entire ftop thereby of bufinefs in 
the exchequer-chamber being manifeft, his prefence being neceffary by the 
ftatute in giveing judgment there, that a great delay of caufes likewife in the 
court of chancery was occafioned by it, the judges in commiffion haveing often 
their hands full in their own courts, that many fultors have been put to the 
expence and trouble of rehearings at his return, and farther, that a great num~ 
ber of caufes were-hurry’d over in three months after his arrival, if I am not 
miftaken or mifinform’d, about 120 (which poffibly hereafter may find fome 
work for our houfe of lords in England) this matter was under the confidera- 

tion 
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tton of fome lords at a private meeting about a week before the laft re¢efs, Wood's 
where it was refolv’d to move the houfe, that a day be appointed to enter into es 
an enquiry of this nature. In civility to me, my lord Fitzwilliams inform’d 172§¢ 
me of the defign, and as I apprehended, by the confent and defire of the lords 

at that meeting, adding, that ’twas hoped I wou’d not interpofe my influence 

to obftru@ an affair of fo great confequence to the nation; that I had litle 
.reafon to fcreen a man who had been fo inftrumental in difquicting me this 
feffibn, infinuating too, that the iffue of this enquiry might favour me in any 

views I might have to doe myfelf juftice. My anfwer was, that I was very . 
fenfible what difturbance I had receiv’d from that quarter, and therefore, 

could not be fuppos’d to have partiality or tendernefs for that family. That 

their behaviour was too notorious not to have reached the king’s ear, whofe 

fervice had fuffer’d fo much through their caballs, yet, that it was now my 

duty and cheif aim to’ conduét the king’s bufinefs thro’ the feffion with as 

much difpatch and tranquillity as I was able; and however undeferving I might 

thinke him. to continue in his majefty’s fervice (of which he was the beft judge 

when this lord’s a€tions fhou’d be laid before him) whilft he was in it, J could 

not confent to an attack ‘of this kind, and‘ therefore intreated my lord Fitz 
williams to lay afide this defign for my fake, and to prevail with the archbifhop 

of Dublin, and other Idrds to gratify me fo far. They complyed with my re~ 

queft, and I was in hopes that they would not have reviv’d their firft intention, 

but about ten days agoe, they enter’d into-a frefh engagement, to- fet a-foot the 
enquiry; fince the money bill was gone through both houfes, the addrefles to 

the king paffed, and all the material bufinefs relating to the king over. Ac= 
cordingly they made their motion, notwithftanding all the arguments I could! 

urge to diffuade them from it, I did not ceafe my endeavours to the laft moe 

ment, for that very morning, I fent my lord Shannon, the bilhop of Ferns, 

and my cheif fecretary to the houfe, to pray them to defift, but ineffe@ually. 

1 had mary reafons, abftra€ted from the king’s affairs, which mov’d me to 
difcourage this undertaking. I have no great dependance upon the veracity 
of the people of this country, or of their conftancy to their engagements, 
and indeed I cou’d not. wifh my good lord a vidtory, through a failure of 
either, or a want of management in conduéting the affair. I imagin’d the 
world wou’d thinke, that I-had fet the profecution on foot, -to make the way 
more cafy for his removal; whereas I did not thinke fuch an aid wanting or 
neceflary after his late aftions; and if he had been acquitted, it. might have 

given. 
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Perind (1. given fome little Rrength to bis intereft, which I hope he wants. I was fer 
Coe fible too, that lord. Fitzwilliams, who was at the head of this charge, was piqu’d 
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at fome unbecoming treatment he had reccived from the creatures of this lord 
in the other houfe, whilft the popery bill was depending, and tho’ his abilitys 
are great, his popularity is not fo, and his appearing foremoft wou’d not ins 
creafe the chancellour’s enemys; it proved fo in the fequel in another place. 
Matters being come to this pals, entirely againft my confent and opinion, as I. 
folemnly averr to you, fo I will ingenuoufly confefs to you, that when fome 
particular lords of my friends came to me, and fhew’d a difpofition to aft agre~ 
ably to my fentiments, I told them that I had no reafon to wifh the chancellour 
any new triumphs, nor wou’d I defife them to {pare him a mortification, pro- 
vided all due regard was had to the king’s commands to him as his fervant, and 
that nothing was pufh’d which might wound his prerogative, or hurt his fer- 
vice. This proceeding took up all Saturday till eight, and Munday till eleven | 
o’clock at night. Upon the reports, proxys were not ufed, otherwife the re~ 
folutions had pafs’d by a far greater majority. The numbers in the feveral 
devifions were about 21 to 10.. The inclos’d paper, contains the lords in the 
firft materiall devifion; and I can’t. but obferve to you, what ftrength he had 
from his new allys, thofe mark’d with the crofs being ftaunch to the fame caufe 
our Mr. Shippen has at heart. 
_ The tranfa€tion mentioned in the houfe of lords, gave rife to the motion 
made in that of the‘commons on Munday, which ended in the refolutions which 
you receiv'd by this mail, without a devifion. A ftriét call of the houfe being 
over fix days before, a number of members gone out of town, yet many kept 
in it by thole who had in view to attempt fomething counter to what might be 
refalv’d in the affair to come under confideration elfewhere, the chief bufinefs 
before them being difpatch’d, and the recefs being expeéled even to begin on - 
Munday, made it feem to be the moft favourable opportunity to obtain a feather 
of this kind for my lord chancellour, who in the eycs of the vulgar wou'’d 
appear to be juftified in the opinion of that houfe, which will generally carry 
the greateft weight, yet the moft judicious part of the world will diftinguifh 
and obferve, that by a general compliment he is clear’d, where he was not ace 
cus’d, and where no part of his miniftry was under a regular and due exami~ 
nation. Thofe who oppos’d comeing to this refolution at that time, as not ripe 
for it, avoided perfonal reflexions, or takeing to peices the charaéter of this 
lord, but urg'd that a day fhou’d be appointed to take into confideration fuch 
matters 
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matters.as might lead them to this queftion, that fuch a method wou'd =a Wood's, 


moft to that lord’s honour, and to the honour of their own proceedings, that 
they ‘hoped, therefore, that this queftion wou'd be for the prefent withdrawn, 
otherwife that the previous queftion might be putt, the promoters of this com- 
pliment beleiving, they cou’d never have‘fuch an advantage again, adher’d to 
their motion, and omitted no infinuations nor popular arguments to impofe 
upon thofe who of late they have found weak enough to receive any impref. 
fions. They went back to the behaviour of this lord, whilft he was for many 
many years a member of that houfe, and part of that time had fill’d the chair, 
appealing to the journals for the fenfe of the commons with regard to his be~ 
haviour in the worft of times, and reminding them,of his {teddy adherence to 
the proteftant fucceffion, and dangers he had expos’d himfelf to for the fupport 
of it. That whenever he had been call’d by his majefty to another kingdom, 
the intereft of Ireland was always at his heart, enumerating feveral particu. 
Jars. But what was always thrown in to warm their affetlions, was his great 
endeavours to prevent the pafling of the copper patent, hinting at fome great 
merits upon this head, which were coin’d for this purpofe, infinuations, as if. 
there had not been the fame endeavours from others, or elfe furely they nauft. 
have have had fome effe€&t: thefe infmuations, I know how to underftand, 
they not being new. Upon this laft occafion, I have lately learnt, that a beleif 
has obtain’d amongft feveral of the Weft Saxons of this country, that my 
lord chancellour refus’d to put the great feal to this patent, if to be pafs’d in 
Ireland, according to the firft intention, for that he had been founded there. 
upon when in England. 

Folly did not only difeover itfelf in the courfe of this debate, for roguery 
too had its part, fome makeing great encomiums upon his lordfhip, who ufed 
to talk very indifferently of him, and who particularly had exclaim’d againft 
him for his behaviour and abfence as chancellour. Some perfifted a good 
while to have the previous queftion put, being more fanguine than their friends, 


who advifed dropping it, rather than have any devifion at all: for my part, £, 


thinke the lattcr reafon’d beft, being firmly of opinion, that during the prefent 
phrerzy which reigns, nothing can be carried; the peevifhnefs {eems to me to 
be equal to, if not furpaffing that which appear’d in another place upon the 
affair of the South Sea. In plain terms, whilft the chancellour is in power, and 
this prejudice prevails, all influence is loft, and I can expea no good from 
them, and heartily with I had done with them, till which I -fhall continue to 
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7* Pach indecent language was us’d towards the lords, that might have an ill con. 


fequence, if the recefs had not come on, and the king’s bufinefs pretty ‘hear 
over: Indeed thofe inflamers met with fome cheque, as did others a pretty 
rougif8ne, who infinuated as if the enquiry in another houfe againft this lord, 

was fet on foot by a greater perfon, and a paralel was drawing betwixt this 
and an enquiry which had been fet a foot againft lord chancellour Porter by 
lord Capel; there being, as ‘twas faid, a conteft between them for power at 
court. Mr. Hopkins interrupting this haranguc, by {peaking to order, the 


- houfe was fo gratious to me, as to fhew a great diflike to that treatment of me, 


and one gentleman of that fide the queftion, was heard afterwards to fay, that he 
had good grounds to be perfwaded, that the enquiry began in the other houfe, 
was not with the approbation of my lord lieutenant. My lord Allen, in the 
houfe of lords, and his two fons.(Talkers). in the other houfe, are amongft thofe 
who feem to have no other reafon for takeing my lord chancellour into their 
proteftion, but out of hatred to lord Fitzwilliam; the two Allens have re~ 
markably, in former occafions, made war upon the Brodericks ; and one. of 
them this feffion brought in a bill, in-the preamble of ,which, my lord chancel. 
four was ftruck at in fo indire@ and unfair a manner, that his greateft adver. 
farys thought it mof becomeing to drop the bill: this may give you 4 little tafte 
of our patriots. oe 
On Fryday laf, in the houfe of commons, the sian was. propofed (whicl 
therewith inclofe) to give me thanks. By the timeing of it, and the terms of part 
of it, you will guefs it was not defign’d to doe me real honour, before I tell 
you, that it was mov’d by one of my greateft oppofers, who, notwithftanding 
that all my freinds defir’d that compliment might be-defer’d til the ufual and 
proper feafon, wou’d not confent to wave it, without the previous queftion. 


 $o far the civil banter was carried, and Mr. Bitéderick fpoke often againft the 


previous queftion, but when he found the treatment the houfe gave it, and that 
their fenfe appear’d, ‘hat it ought not to be in the votes, he left his courtly 
freinds to devide by themfelves, who were twelve in number, and: fat ftill him. 
felf, as did fome of his father’s dependants with the other fide, who were 126. 
My kind endeavours to prevent the paffiing the patent, is defign’d by the qucf. 
tion, to carry both malice and irony at the fame; notwithftanding the chan- 
cellour’s feeming vi&ory in the houfe of commons, I don’t retraé&t my opi- 
nion in relation to’his credit in the kingdom. Whoever fees. him divefted 

of 
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of power, and the mighty danger of what they are frighten'd with, over, will Wood's 


find him no favorite. It is not long fince he was the reverie of it to my Bae 
Andwledge. N724, 


The uncertainty where my letters may now find my lord Townfhend, spakes 
menot write to him. I queftion not but that you will communicate to his 
lordthip the contents of my prefent dilpatches, whea you meet. 


LORD CARTERET TO THE DUKE OF GRAFTONs 
The king diffatisfed at lord Midleton’s condutt. 


MY LORD, Whitehall, Jan. 7, 172 3-—4¢ 
HIS majefty has commanded me to acquaint your grace, for your own pri+ 

vate information, that he is very much diffatisfy’d with the behaviour of my 
lord chancellor of Ireland, to whofe public condu€, as well as fecret influences, 
your grace imputes the unquietnefs of the feffion: his’ majefty will thew his 
refentment in a proper manner, by refuming the feals; but his majefty direéts 
yaur grace not to mention this matter to any body whatfoever at prefent. 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE. 


Deems it imprudent to force the Irifh to take the coin.—Thinks it neceffary to 
remove the lords juftices in due time.—Propofes that the lord lieutenant 
Srould immediately proceed to Ireland. 

MY LORD, Houghton, Sept. 1, 17446 
Had late laft night the honour of your grace’s difpatch, with the feveral Hardwicke .: 
letters and papers from Ireland inclofed, and confefs I was not a little Paper 

{urprized at the contents of them. Itis not new to fee fmall matters argrae Copy, 

vated and carried to a-very great height, but thefe things feldom happen by 

chance, and when there is in reality little or no reafon to complain, nothing but 

fecret managément and induftry can kindle a gencral flame in a kingdom, 

That this is the cafe in Ireland, I have never doubted from the firft beginning 

of the clamour about the copper coinage, and hope I fhall be excufed in fay~ 

ing, that I verily believe nothing but the king’s authority being underhand 

employed againft him, could have brought matters to this extremity. But -I 

_prefume it is not at prefent fo much our bufinefs to confidér frgm what fecret , 

Springs and caufes the milchief has arifen, as to endeavour to apply a proper 

Zaz remedy. 
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; - remedy. The popular frenzy and averfion’ to the taking this money, I am 


‘afraid, is now carried ‘to fuch a degree, that it will {carce be prudent to at- 
tempt the forcing their inclinations, efpecially where they are fupported and 
courtenanced in their obftinacy by their governors, and ‘thofe that are in au- 
thority under his majefty. For how is it poffible that the king’s pleafure 
fhould be known, much Jefs that it fhould be obeyed by the people, when the 
lords juftices refufe to fignify his majefty’s pleafure to the people, and the 
council breaks up without coming to any refolution, when the king’s orders — 
are under their confideration. This makes it impra€ticable to hope to change 
the minds of the people; and to repeat the orders of the king to the lords 
juttices, when they have already told you in effeét, that they will not obey 
them, is but a {ccond time to expofe the ming: s honour, without any hopes of 
fuccefs, 

‘ At the fame time, I cannot but be of opinion, to fuffer the lords suflices to 
continue in authority under fuch a behaviour, is at once to give up all the 


“power and authority of the crown of England from this time for ‘ever. 


Andas I am not able to fay immediately what other perfons may be thought 
proper to fupply their places, to remove them avowedly and exprefly for this 
behaviour, would poffibly make them fo popular all over the kingdom, that 
with the intereft and influence they have already, they might be able to render 
the king’s government abfolutely impra€ticable, and I think therefore the only 
expedient is, to fend over immediately the lord lieutenant, whofe prefence has 
formerly been generally thought neceffary, but in times of difficulty or dif- 
order, ought never to be difpenfed with; and this particular cafe feems more 
than ordinarily to require the prefence of the ford lieutenant. For as it is 
plain no Irifh man will venture to ftem this torrent, nor even go_fo far as to 
endeavour to bring the people to a little temper and moderation, that they 
might hear reafon, the chief governor of Ireland, who muft be fuppofed to 
have the honour and intereft of his majefty, and this kingdom, firft and moft 
at heart, and not being a native of Ireland, will be free from that prejudice 
and partiality which has been the only caufe of all this diforder, will properly 
exert his authority, bring the people to a temper anda fence of their duty, 


‘and convince them of the great error and infatuation that they at_prefent la-. 
bour under. Thefe confiderations, make me humbly of opinion, that the only. 
. expedient at prefent, is to fend over immediately the lord lieutenant, and if 


his majefty fhould be of that opinion, I hope the common pretences for delay 
i of 
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of equipage, &c. would not be admitted. . How far this meafure will. anfwer 


265. 


Wood's 
Patent, 


expeflation, I dare not take upon me to anfwer, for ix depends entirely UPOD rane 


the céndu& and difpofition of the lord lieutenant ; but I think it is all chat 
can be done at prefent.. 

I fhull have been a week here to-morrow, and have been very much taken 
up in looking into my fon’s affairs, which a five years minority has left in bet- 
ter order then was to be expefted from fuch a circumftance; and I hope in 
this week, I {hall be able to go through the greateft part of it, and leave this 
place at the beginning of next week, and I hope his majefty will have the 
goodnefs to excufe this neceflary abfence from my duty. 


MR.I. PORTER, MAYOR OF DUBLIN, TO THE LORDS JUSTICES 
OF IRELAND. 


Has profecuted the publifher of a feditious pamphlet. 


17346 


(O@ober 17, 1724.) YOUR excellencies having alfo defired to know Of hryrawicke 


me what was done in fuppreffing feditious pamphlets, I muft inform your ex- 
cellencies, that upon the 24th of September laft, the publifhers of .a feditious 
-pamphlet, intitled “ The Préfent late of Ireland confidered, in a letter to the 
Rev. Dean Swift, by a true patriot,” were apprehended and bound over to 
appear at the king’s bench term, and a warrant iffued againft the reputed 
author, who cannot be yet taken, and the printers of fome newfpapers have 
been alfo apprehended, and bound over to appear at the king’s bench, by the 
prefent lord mayor, for fome fcandalous and feditious paragraphs in their pa- 
pers, the fuppreffing of all fuch feditious papers and pamphlets, by difcover~ 
ing and punifhing the authors, printers, and publifhers, was. alfo given in 
charge to the grand jury, by the recorder at the quarter feffions, purluanf to 
your excellencies dire€tions. 


LORD CARTERET TO THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE. 


Cenfures Swift's pamphlet.—The archbifhop of Dublin defends it.—-Is detera 
mined to proceed againft the author, if he is difcovered, 
MY LORD, Dublin Caftle, O&tober 34, 1724. 
Yefterday received a vifit from the archhifhop of Dublin, who after dif 


- courfing of the affairs of this kingdom in a very extraordinary manner, ac- 
quainted 


Papers, 
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Petied 17. quatnted me, that the perfon who wrote the pamphlet ‘mentioned in the order 
. No council and proclamation, which I tranfmitted to your grace ia my leucr 


ty. 


of the twenty-eighth, had fome thoughts of owning, and even declaring Himfelf 
to he the author of it: the archbifhop added, that he believed in the prefent 
conjun@ture, the author might fafely put himfelf upon his country, ani ftand 
his tryal, fince it was generally underftood, that his crime was a writing againft 
thehalfpence. I told his grace, if he would know my opinion, it was this; that 
no man in the kingdom, how great and confiderable foever he might think’ 
himfelf, was of weight enough to ftand a matter of this nature. But if the 
author defired to have the glory of taking it upon himfelf, he would do well 
to apply to the chief juftice of the king’s bench. I told him further, that the 
libel contained {uch feditious, and in my opinion, treafonable matter, as called 
upon a chief governor here to exert his utmoft power in bringing the author 
of it to juftice. 

The event of this is uncertain, but I muft acquaint your grace, and beg | 
you will lay it before the king, that if the boldnefs of this author fhould be fo 
great as the archbifhop intimates, I am fully determined to fummon him before 
the oouncil; and tho’ I thould not be fupported by them as I could wifh, yet I 
fhall think is my duty to order his being taken into cuftody, and to detain him, 
af I can by law, till his majefty’s pleafure, fhall be further fignified to me. For if 
his offer of bail fhould be immediately accepted, and he forthwith fet at liberty, 
after fo daring an infult upon his majefty’s government, it is to be appre-~ 
hended that riots and tumults will infue, and that ill difpofed perfons will run 
after this author, and reprefent him to be the defender of thcir liberty, which 
the people are falfely made to believe is attacked in this affair of the half- 
pence. I ‘confulted my lord chief baron Hale, who thinks the cafe, if it 
fhould happen, {6 extraordinary as to become a matter of flate, and require the 
utmoft rigotr. My lord juftice Whitfhed, who is likewife very zealous in 
this affair, fays, that the prefent ferment in which the people are, fhould be 
laid out of the cafe, and that the government fhould neither do more or lefs 
upon that occafion, but a& with regularity and firmnefs. He faid this upon my 
intimating that I did not know but it might be neceffary, if the author should 
be fo bold as to declare himfelf, to detain him in cuftody under a guard, till 
his majefty’s pleafure fhould be taken upon this affair, in which the peace of 


-the kingdom is fo much concerned. My lord Shannon was the firft perfan 


who acquainted me, that he had received intelligence that this matter was 
under 
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under the deliberation of feveral confiderable perfons in this city, but neither 
he or I could give entire credit to it, till I received this vifit from the 
archlAfhop. 

’Tis the general opinion here, that doftor Swift is the author of the pam 
phlet, and yet no body thinks it can he proved upon him; tho’ many believe 
he will be fpirited up to own it. Your grace may fee by this, what opinion 
the archbifhop of Dublin and Swift have of the humour of the people, whofe 
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affeftions they have excecdingly gained of late, by inveighing againft the half - 


pence. I here fend your grace a large edition of the declaration contained 
in the news-papers, tranfmitted to you in my laft letter, which is now printed, 
as I am told, to be put into frames, hung up in every houfe. The names I 
have marked, are the privy council. I mufl entreat your grace to let me 
know his majefty’s fenfe upon this, and my former letter, as foon as your grace 
conveniently can. 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 


Defires that three penfions of 1,0001. for eight years, may be granted to William 
Wood, for furrendering the patent, inficad of one of 3,000. 


(London, Oftober 12—21, 1725.) HIS majelty, before he left England, 
figned a warrant for granting a penfion of 3,o00/. per annum, on the eftablifh- 
ment of Ireland, to Thomas Uvedale, efq. which was to him in tru(t for Mr. 
Wood, for the furrender of his patent. That warrant is {till in my hands, and 
is not to be given out till all difficulties in the parliament of Ireland are over. 
Mr. Wood has now been with me, to defire that the penfion of 3,000/. per 
annum to Mr. Uvedale, may be turned into three penfions of 1,000/. per an- 
num, for the fame number of years, which he defires, for the greater con. 
yeniency of difpofing of it to the beft advantage, finding it very difficult, and 
almoft impracticable to part with the whole in one fum, which being divided. 
into three parts, may be eafily had. I therefore fend. your lordfhip three ware 
zants for 1,000/. per annum, each for eight years, which I defire your lordthip 
will prefent to his majefty to be figned; and upon the return of them, I will 
cancel the former warrants, and keep thefe in my cuftody, until it fhall be proe 
pet to give them out. | 


ROBERT 
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Period HI. ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 
#7 20 1727. ; ; 


a Succe/s of oppofition in the Irifh houfe of commons, vwing to the Brodritks, 
Walpole (London, Nov. 29—Dec. 10, 1725.) YOUR lordfhip will have, heard 
Papers. of the mifcarriage of the king’s bufimefs in the parliament, of Ireland; it is 
Extraa. moft plain that the Brodericks deceived my lord lieutenant, after the moft 

Cony. pofitive promifes of fupporting him in all his queftions, The ill confequence , 
that will follow from this difappointment, may very much affeé his maje‘ty’s 
affairs, if there fhould be any trouble in Ireland, by the army being ill paid. 

. OF this the oppofers of the king’s meafures feem fenfible, and as I am in- 
formed, think of applying a remedy, before they rife, as bad as the difeafe, 
which is by addreffing the king to top all payments upon the civil lift, and pen- 
fions, until the army is paid up and clear’d, a dangerous precedent, if ’tis at- 
tempted. But ’tis to be hoped this defign may be laid alide, as fome others 
very mad ones have been, which in their heat they had refolved, and upon 
cooler thoughts were dropt, which is very certain; in the prefent temper, 


whatever is moved for againft the government, will be carried. 





age 


2. Correfpondence between lord chancellor Midleton, Thomas Brodrick, and 
Saint Fohn Brodrick. 


@ His fecond LORD CHANCELLOR MIDLETON TO ALAN* BRODRICK, 


fon. ; 
Account of the oppofition to Wood’s patent.—Of the addreffes which paffed both 
houfes.—-Abjurd method of carrying Wood's patent imto execution.—Negli- 
gence in miflaying the patent.—Indi/cretion of Wood.—-Fal/e and exaggerated 


reports. 7 
DEAR NAMESAKE, . Dublin, Sept, 30, 19723. - 
Midleton ON Saturday I fent your uncle the addreffe, which the houfe of lords agreed 
Papers. to make to his majeftye, about the copper halfpence coyned by William 


Wood for this country. “Both houfes of parliament were of one mind, that 
his majeftye had the good of the kingdome in his view, and that he was in- 
formed, that the coyning fuch a number of halfpence as Wood was empowers 
ed to coyne, would be for the benefit of it; but they were alfo of opinion, 
that his majefty had been mifinformed, very much to the detriment of Ireland, 

‘and 
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and to the advantage of Wood, and thofe concerned with him in the profit Mads 


that would accrue by the coynage of foe great a fume of bafe money. _ Soe 

both houfes have applyed to his majeftye for proteftion, and that he would 
prevent foe great an evil from falling upon us: but I cannot but fay, I think 
the bords have done it in a more handfome and agreeable manner then the 
other houfe. They fay for themfelves, that at the time the lords addrefled, 

the commons had. attually delivered their addreffe, and that the upper houfe 
was not at that time fo much in fear as the commons were (while their ad- 
dreffe was {till under confideration) leaft the proje&t might take place: but 
that the lords believed all would doe well, when the commons had with foe 
much zeal expreffed their deteftation of Wood’s {cheme, which gave the lords 
a fair handle for being very temperate in their application. It is certain 
that the neceflity of the thing (which both houfes were equally fenfible of) ex- 
torted from them the applications to his majeftye, being very unwilling to ap- 
proach his majeftye with any thing in nature of a complaint. We read over 
all the letters and papers relating to this affair on Wednefday 25 September, 
and adjourned the confideration of them, and the debate till the following 
day. 

You fhall foon have copies of fome pretty extraordinary letters, which were 
proved before us, and read, in which fome perfons are named, who doe affure 
us here, they know nothing of the matter. But Wood muft be a very filly 
fellow to order his correfpondents to apply to men for advice and affiftance 
in forwarding the proje&, who arc perfeétly ftrangers to the thing. I told you 
in my poftfcript, under the copy of our addreffe, that two lords named in it, 
were inftrumental in foftning matters, by which I meant in the wording the 
addreffe: but I think 1 may, without vanity, fay I preffed the prudence and 
neceflitye of our approaching the king in the moft humble and dutiful manner, 
as far as any lord in the houfe did, and I believe, with as much fucceffe. 1 
hope his majeftye’$ goodneffe will incline him to give us fuch an anfwer as 
(we hope) we may reafonably expe, confidering that we think, without fuch 
an application to him, we nruft have been ruined: and that we may have the 
fatisfa€tion to hear what we have been obliged to do in this unhappy affair, 
is not taken to be the refult of any inclination to complain unneceffarily. 
The fooner fuch an anfwer comes over, the more chearfully will'all matters of 
the feffion procecd. It is very mortifying to us, that the next feffion after the 
bank was attempted among us, we fhould be forced to ftruggle “with the cop 
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"Period UN. per coyne, which in another,fhape would have carryed away all our gold and: 
(7208 '737- Giver in exchange for that bafe mettal, as the bank would have done in ex-_ 


” 3983. 


change for the banker's paper. 

No proje& was ever carryed on fo fillily as this hath-been. The patent was 
concealed, and made a great fecret here, after it was very well known, that it 
had paffed the great feal of England, nay, after feveral copyes were in the 
hands of people; which induced thofe who had never feen them, to fufpeét 
there was fomething contained in it more mifchievous then perhaps they would 
have thought, if the patent had been made publick. Nay Wood, the patentée, 
had the folly to write in the poftfcript of a letter, that he had power to make 
200 tons of copper money at any time as foon as he could, which, at the rate 
of one pound of copper being coyned into fixty halfpence, or one hundred and 
twenty farthings, amounts to §0,000/. and foe much of our gold or filver 
might have been carryed away from us in one year, if the halfpence had been 
received. This letter was written by Wood to his brother-in-law and corre~ 
fpondent John Molineux, and bears date the oth of February, 1722; and the 
contents of it became publick, by Molineux fhewing .it to fome perfons here, to 
incline them to come into the fcheme. Now, if the patent had been fhewn as. 
foon as it was paffed, it would then have appeared by it, that Wood had not a 
power to coyne more. than one hundred tons of copper, the firft year; and: 
this would have fhewn pegple, that there was no danger of having foe great a 
fumme as 50,0001. being poured upon them at once. There was another 
letter written by one James Hudfon, dated the 2g December, 1721, to his 
coufin Triftram Fortick, in which he -infifts on Fortick’s laying down at the 
delivery of the patent 5,000/. for managing 10,000/. and Hudfon tells him, 
that they can gett a gentleman in London that will laye down that fumme, for 
one fourth part of the profits, giving him liberty firft to pay himfelf the fumme 
laid out before any of the other three receive any thing. Soe that the sharers. 
reckoned on 20,0001. profit. 

This letter, and others from merchants in Briftol and London, which offered 
to fend over to their correfpondents quantities of thefe halfpence at a great 
difcount, together with the nature of the coyne, both for finenefe and weight, 
convinced people that the kingdom muft fuffer extremely, if fwch a quantity 
fhould be imported and uttered, as might be made of 360 tons of copper; and 
all the members of parliament came up full of the complaints and refentments 
of the countrey againft them. Befide the privy counfel thought themfelves 


very 
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very injurioully treated and afperfed by Wood, in his letter g February, 
792, in which he tells a correfpondent, if a proclamation is neceffary in Ire~ 
land for to make it current, he can have it, or any thing that is wanting. 
Wopd in another letter, dated 10 Auguft, 1723, writes to Molineux, that he 
had fent by Mr. Whichcotte, the duke of Grafton’s fecretary, an exemplifica- 
tion of his grant, with the great feal affixed, to be regiftred in Ireland, and ‘in 
the fame letter tells him, that he hears of a complaint or remonftrance to be 
mede in Ireland, which he has been pleafed to fay, will in effedl be noe other 
then againft his majeftye and miniftry for making the grant. My lord licute- 
nant landed here on the 1gth of Auguft, and this grant was foe miflay’d or foe 
little minded by Mr. Whichcotte, that it was never brought to light till the 
16th of September (after my lord lieutenant had returned his anfwer on the 
14th to the addreffe made by the commons on the thirteenth) that his grace 
had not the patent, nor any copy of it, nor any other papers which would give 
them any fatisfaftion. The manner of this grant’s coming to light, I never 
could hear an account of, fuch I mean as I am fond of fetting down in writ- 
ing. But certainly Mr. Whichcotte, or another of his grace’s fervants was 
much to blame for his negligence. There was a letter written by Eleazar 
Edwards to his correfpondent Thomas Bailie in Dublin, dated 14th Septem- 
ber,, 1723, in which Edwards informs Bailie, that Wood faid, if the halfpence 
would not yo in Ireland, he fhall have a licenfe to paffe them in England, and 
thereupon Edwards dire&ts Bailie before he fends the halfpence back to him, 
to let him know what fecretary Hopkins faith to it, and what Bailie finds is 
like to be done with them here. 

Nothing foc much employes men’s conje€tures, as what perfon or perfons is 
or are to reap thé benefit that will accrue to fomebody by this cuynage, if it 
fhould take place; I fhould have expreffed myfelf otherwife, viz. who were 
to have had it, if the thing had fucceeded. For I will not entertain a thought, 
that a thing foe very difagreeable and pernicious to a country, which hath at 
all times figuslized itfelf for its affe€tion and duty to his majeftye, will be far- 
ther carryed on for the advantage of particular perfons; fince it appears by 
Mr. Wood's letter, dated 10 Auguft, 1723, that tho’ the obftruétions he 
hath mett with in uttering his halfpence in Ireland, have been of great dif- 
fervice to him, yet he hath fuch intereft, that he fears no ill confequences, and 
if Ireland refufe the coyne, it will eafily be difpofed of ‘elfewhere. I with, 
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Period III. if Mr. Wood be a man who had deferved well of the crown, fome other me« 
C072) thod could have been found to reward his merit. 
1723. 


LORD CHANCELLOR MIDLETON TO THOMAS BRODRICK? 


Defires him to inform Mr. Walpole, that the Irifh are determined not to receive 
Wood's coinage.—Bad management of that affair.—Cenfures the indifcreet 
condudt of the lord lieutenant. 


Midleton = (Dublin, Novembet 1, 1723.) * * * * I Doe believe people will be leffe 
i curious then they have been, for fome time paft, to know gentlemen’s thoughts 
about the proceedings of our parliament, with refpe& to the copper money in- 
tended for us, and for our good. For our fenfe of that matter, is fo fully un- 
derftood, that there needs no induftry to be ufed to know the thoughts of every 
man in the kingdome, who hath a dram of fenfe, or a penny of money, or the 
leaft love for the countrey. _ I have feen a paper well written (as far as I can 
judge) upon that fubje&t, which from the manner, I conclude is intended for 
the preffe; but I have not been able to get a copy of it: for which my friend, 
in whofe hand I faw it, gave me this reafon. He faid, that as he never had 
contributed to the raifing or increafing the heats which had hapned by océafion 
of this copper money, foe he refolved not to doe any thing which might con- 
tinue or revive them, as he apprehended giving a copy might doe, for that 
it would not be in his power after doing foe, to prevent its being made pub- 
lick, which he never defigned, unleffe there fhould be a neceffitye for it, from 
Mr. Wood’s and his friends behaviour in juftification of his{cheme. But in 
that cafe, he would fpeak his mind in the plaineft and moft publick manger, 
which he declined to doe, till there was a neceffitye for it, becaufe he fhould 
be forced to {peak fome truths which might difoblige. I gave Mr. W.a hint 
of my having feen fuch a paper, and that I hoped to beable to fend you a 
copy of it foon; and to have enabled you to fhewe it to him, which I intend 
to doe as foon as poible, and I wifh there may not be an opportunitye 
fooner then I defire. For yefterday my lord lieutenant delivered to me his 
majeftye’s anfwer to the addreffe of the houfe of lords at the beginning’ of the 
‘feffions, and expreffed himfelf in this manner, that he had received his max 
jeftye’s anfwer to the addreffe of the houfe of lords at thé beginning of the 
feffions, 
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feffions, which I hoped, and was willing to underftand, meant the feveral 
addreffes of both houfes; the firft being only an addrefle of congratulation 
on the difcoverye and difappointment of the defignes of his majeftye’s ene~ 
myes; the other againft our being impoverifhed by Mr. Woad’s lean kine 
eating up our fatt. 

But I foon found, that the anfwers were only to the addreffes of congratue 
Jation, and cannot but fay, that his grace’s manner of fpeaking, gave me leffe 
hop¢s then I defired, of our foon receiving a gracious anfwer to the other ad~ 
dreffes. I fhewed how much it imporicd his majeftye’s fervice, the good of 
the kingdome, his grace’s honour, and how much it would be to the fatisfae- 
tion of all the king’s fervants and well wifhcers, that the feffion might have an 
eafy and 'pceedy iffuc: and that to attain all thofe defirable things, it were to be 
wifhed, that fuch anfwer might come foon, and remove the difmal apprehen- 
fions the countiey lyes under, of being ruined and impoverifhed by a thing 
which we are told is intended for our good. His grace’s anfwer was, that I 
amight be fure he wifhed we might reccive fuch an anfwer: but he gave me no 
other reafon to think he believed that we were like to receive an anfwer, fuch 
as is here not onty defired, but (if I thought the expreffion proper to be ufed) I 
might add (I think) cxpeéted. I doe not know but your plain way may doe 
his mafeftye and this countrye fervice, if you would wait upon Mr. W. and tell 


him, that they doe not aét with candor or judgment, who think. or may pretend 


to give hopes that the kingdome is capable of being perfwaded to receive this 
money voluntarily. If {uch people have been found, who formerly gave hopes 
that methods might be taken here to reconcile people to this. coppcr money, 
they muft now fee they misjudged the thing, and mutt confefle that they have 
not the power to do every thing which they undertake. 

For we are not without our fufpicions, that hopes have been given from 
this fide, that there fhould be fuch methods taken here, as fhould make Mr. 
Wood’s money current: and among Mr. Wood's letters to his brother Joha 
Molineux, tiere is an expreflion which points ftrongly this way. But you 
may. aflure Mr. Walpole, that all hopes which may have been given, or which, 
fhall be given, that the people here will receive them of their own accord, are 
without any fort of foundation;. nothing will ever create a currencye of them, 
but what this countrye promifes themfelves they may never {ee in his majeftye’s 
reign. I will now let you into a fecret, that nothing was éver managed with 


leffe {kill then this whole affair kath been fince it was firft mentioned after the 
_duke’s 
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Period 11. duke’s landing. He declared himfelf perfe&ly unconcerned how the thing 


173001727. 
semen remnea? 


went, and that he had ao inftruQtions about it from the king, or the M-——y: 


ay23. ‘but added, that honour was to be done to the king’s patent, which had ‘paffed 


before he was made acquainted with the matter’s being in agitation. 

The exemplification of the patent, which Mr. Wood in one of his letters . 
to his brother Molineux, faith he had fent by Mr. Whichcotte, my lord’s pri- 
vate fecretary, was not forth coming, altho’ there were forty copies in feveral | 
hands in the town. But at length the exemplification was (we find) not given 
by Mr. Woods, as he faid, to Mr. Whichcotte, but to one Mr. Brumftead, a 
gentleman of the duke’s, who had miflayd it, and at length found it on the 


-a4th of September, among fome lumber and goods which were brought over. 


But this finding hapned to be unfortunately after my lord lieutenant had given 
an anfwer to the addreffe of the houfe of commons, in which he told them he 
had no papers, dcc. relating to it; which could give them any fatisfattion. The 
town knew how agreeable the anfwer was to the majoritye of the houfe of | 
commons; and I have reafon to think, my lord lieutenant was told by feveral 
that wifhed him well, that there would be an humble application for a more 
fatisfaftory and explicite anfwer; but this was fortunately prevented by Mr. 
Brumftead’s finding the exemplification between the deliverye of the lord 
lieutenant’s anfwer on Saturday, and the houfe’s meeting on Monday, when 
Mr. Hopkins (as foon as the fpeaker was feated in the chair) told the houfe 
that a gentleman attended at the door with the exemplification. Now, if in- 
ftead of three perfons going together into an upper room in Mr. Conolye’s 
houfe, on Friday the fixteenth day of Auguft (when the lord lieutenant dined 
with the fpeaker, and I had the honour to be of the company) the number 
had been made foure, it-is very poffible that a fourth man might have been 
of opinion (fuppofing he could have been induced to have gave into the cop- 


- per fcheme) that the way to have fucceeded, would have been to a@ avowedly 


and above board, and either wholly tohave dropt the thing, as wholly imprac~ 
ticable and inconvenient, or elfe to have appeared for it heartily and fairly. 
The other method was the refult of the poor temper and {pirit of one man, 
who hopes he fhall be able to blind people as to his being a well wither to 
the thing, and hath obtained his end of convincing one man, that he would 

doe all in his power, which indeed he hath done, and that is nothing. 
. You will: wonder at my mentioning three perfons going into an upper room, 
one of them I-need not name to you; but Mr. Hill was told this (in a vaunt) 
by 
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by a creature of Mr. C, that after the chancellor was gone away, the D.* woods 
the Sp.t and Mr. H.t went into an upper room, and were together for two ae 
hours,*and then fettled the meafures to be taken inthe public affairs. Indeed 1723, 
one would admire how it fhould be poflible for men who have foe many trgops * The duke 
at command, fhould be foe ill gencrals as to receive foe many difyraces Tei 
our great men have done this campaign. The truth is, inftead of carrying t Hopkins: 
matters on with temper and prudence and good manners, fome gentlemen, de- 
‘pending on numbers in all events, chofe to aét with hauteur, and to place in. 
dignityes on gentlemen, who would not bear them, and were very able to fhew 

how inconfiftent fuch proceedings were with the very being of parliaments. 

Civil treatment and common countenance fhewn to your nephew, might have 

made him leffe ready to give them the chagrin which they were often put to by. 

his means, In fhort, if they had confidered better, they would not have pro» 

voked a man whom. few of them could hold a debate with, nor laid him under 
‘fuch impreffions at a certain place, that it was impra€ticable for him to explain 
himfelf, and undeceive the other, where he had been mifinformed. It is time 

to conclude, and I know not how to do it better then by faying, that in my 
opinion, there are fevcral who will think it will be time enough to paffe the 

bill of fupply, when they find reafon to think the danger of the kingdome frouy 

the copper money is over, but I will not pretend to: gueffe at the numbers. 

they may amount to. But of this, Iam fully. convinced, that a very great 
majoritye of both houfes (if we fhould not have the happineffe of his majeftye’s 
gracious anfwer to our addreffes) will come to-refolutions which one would 

wifh there might be no motive to come to; but what they may be, I will not 
prefume to yueffe, leaft I fhould be thought a promoter of them.  Poffibly 

fome may think, that the leaft they can doe, will be to lay thofe who fhal 
countenance the currencye of copper. mofiey, by voluntarily receiving them 

in payment, under fuch characters, which few men would willingly have ‘fixed 

on them by the body of the nation: and I heard one man talk lately of fending 

over fome members df both houfcs on an errand, for which I hope there will be. 
no.occafion, Adieu. 
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Period It. Letters and extratts of letters, from Saint Fohn . Brodrick, to lord chancellor 


3972010 1727. 
Se ah amend 


4723. 


‘Midleton 
Papers. 


® Secretaries. 


4 The king. that every word he faid, was that day laid before 


Middleton, 


Several converfations with, and remonftrances to lord Carteret and Robert Walpole 
againft Wood's patent.—-Speaks of the divifions in the cabinet.—Struggle be~ 
tween Townshend and Walpole on one fide, and Carteret and Cadogan on the 
other.—-Vartous proceedings in England relating to Wood's patent. 


Endorfed by lord Midleton—* About my brother's, and his difcoursing the - 
minifiry on the fubjedl of our proceedings in both houfes in Ireland.”’ 


(London, 11th of January, 1723-4.) MY uncle gave you an account of a 
conference he had with the 2 S ,* upon the fubje& of our late proceedings in 
Ireland, fo that I need not troubie you on that head further then to tell you, 
+ by one, in prefence of 
the other, in the plaineft manner, not without reminding him of the conftant 
zealous affeélion of our family, &c. particularly in the laft feffion here, the 
quiet and fuccefs of which, he was told, was in a good meafure owing to it. I 
had yefterday a conference of near two hours with the perfon to-whom you 
fometimes wrote upon this fubje@, and did, in the beft manner I could, open 
and explain to him the whole hiftory of our feffion, particularly with refation to 
the patent; at which he feem’d a good deal furpriz’d, and told me, I had put 
that matter in a very different light from what it had been reprefented in by 
thofe who had tranfmitted conftant accounts of it over hither. I found, that 
every one of the refolutions had been faid to have been of mine, and confe~ 
quently your framing; particularly the two which feem to have given the 
greateft offence, thofe about the noforious mifreprefentation of the ftate of the 
kingdom, and addreffing the king apainft granting the power of coinage to 
any private perfon whatfoever: When I mention’d the perfon that mov’d 
them, Singleton, the meeting at the Rofe the night before we went into the 
committee, the manner of opening it by the chancellor of the exchequer, the 
propofing one or both thofe refolutions by Mr. Ward, and in fhort every thing 
that was faid or paft there, which I did very fully and truly, he faid, he confeft 
fome people’s proceedings and politicks were a good deal out of his depth, 
and could hardly believe me, when I acquainted him with Mr. Upton’s motion 
at the clofe‘of the debate, to declare Wood incapable of any employment, pen- 

fion, 
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fion; &c. from his majefty, fearing, as be faid, that he might be made.acom- Wood's 
miffigner of the revenue, or be put upon us for a pention of 1000/. per an-, bait : 
num, as a fatisfalion for the lofs of his patent. You may be fure I did not for~ 1723. 
get telling him whofe creature and confident he was; nor that the queftion fF . 

the 150 per cent. lofs was mov’d by the king’s follicitor, member for New= 

town. “He was very exa&t about ‘the names of the particular perfons who 

mov’d the feveral queftions, which he made me repeat two or.three times; 
andsaffur’d me, that as my uncle had the day before told him a good deal, fo 

I-had explain’d and enabled him to fay many things, which he had omitted, 

which he would not-fail to reprefent to -—— immediately. 

I had the fatisfaAion‘to be told, wet I gave him @h account of the firft 
matter df heat whi paft in the houfé {a-certain grave perion’s mioft irregu- 
larly calling me to order) that whatever the confequences of that behaviour 
were, he thought, the perfon who was the occafion of them, and not I were 
anftverable for them. When I began to enter upon the proceedings of the two 
haitifes about you, he told me, I need not Yabour that point, for that it was 
very well underftood; and that no great ftrefs was laid upon it. This is the 
fubftance of what paft*between us, at leaft as much as is proper to be trufted 
to a letter that is ‘to pafs thro’ Manley’s hands; when I can meet with a pro. 
per opportunity, I will write more explicitly, and let you know feveral par. 
ticulars, Which I beleive wont difpleafe you. In general, I think our late 
proceedings wilt in no fort anfwer the end propos’d; but on the contrary, 
will take a very different turfi from what thofe who fet them a foot expeéted. 

I go very little abroad, fo‘ean’t fend you much news. Our feffion open’d 
very quietly, not a debate upon, or negative to the addrefs, and people feem 
to think, ‘twill be a very fhort and eafy one; but of this, I don’t pretend to 
give any opinion. The town fays, lord Cadogan has ftood his ground, not- 
withftanding a very ftrong atfack made upon him. The fcheme was, Cobham 
to command the army, Argyle, forthe prefent, to take up with the ordinance, 
and Dorfet to be fteward. If this had fucceeded, ’twould hardly have ftopt 
there; but as it has been difappointed, ~people who know nothing, make vae 
rious conjeftures upon the confequences of it. In fhort, we are ina ftrong 
rumble ‘here; who will turn up, God knows; particulars, you muft not expe& 
by the ‘pol, no more then anfwers to your letters to the perfon who is the cheif 
fubje& of this; who bids me tell you, that writing would only prejudice you 
and himfelf, but that he is, and I verily beleive him, much your fervant, For 

VOL. 11. PART 11, gc the 


378 


MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Period IT. the future, I fhould advife your writing either to my ‘uncle or-me, rather then 
Coren dire@ily to him. 


3723. 


Endorfed by lord Midleton— Had feen lord Carterett, who appeared -very 
much diffatisfied at my ufage—Gives good hopes not to fee it continued.”* 
(London, January 12, 1723-4.) I Wrote to you by laft night’s poft, bus 

having an oppostunity of fending this by a private hand, Mr. Hamilton, 1 

fhall mention fome things now, which in prudence I could not do yefterday, 

without repeating any thing I then wrote. You cannot imagine what a noife 


your affair has made on this fide the water, nor how ’tis ‘tefented by almoft all 


forts of people. 1 {peak not my own words when IJ tell you "tis the luckyeft, 
incident ‘that could have befallen lord Carteret, Roxborough, &c. whe you 
may be affur’d, have and will purfue it to the utmoft with the king, whom s¢ 
has very much fower’d already. Thefe are the words of one of thofe lords to 
me. I need not tell you, that the breach between thofe two lords and Mr. 
Walpole, is fo great as to be paff’a poffibility of reconcitiation, or even afting 
together. The former have withftood many home puffes at them and their 
freinds at Hanover, and as I told you yefterday, have been able to fupport 
lord Cadogan, even after pofitive promifes made to the three lords, I then 
mentioned, of his employments, which has not only a good deal chagrin’d 
them, but is lookt upon as.a great blow to W——,, efpecially, confdering the 
time of preffing and denying him this, the beginning of a feffion, when he and 
his freinds fancy they have a right to afk and ifift upon any thing. He is 
certainly a very confiderable man, and has great influence in the houfe of 
commons; but then, many things which pafs there purely by the zeal and af... 
feftion of gentlemen to the king’s perfon and goverament, are, by his crea- 


‘tures, afcrib’d wholly to his condu& and intereft.+ In fhort, while he purfues 


the king’s meafures, he has, no doubt, great opportunitys of ferving him, but 
if thro’ pique, oy any other pretence, he fhould again think fit to oppofe them, 
be affar’d there dre gentlemen enough, even in this parliament, to do the 
king's bufinefs, without him or his freinds, and *tis not impoffible, but that 
you may in a little time fee what I fay come to pafs, I mention this, purely 
that you may not be under any apprehenfions from the omnipotence of. his 
power; he certainly has a great deal, but your freinds have at leaft as much 
credit with ‘the king, and are infinitely better efteem’d, by the difisterefted 
part of mankind. 

What 
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‘What the event of this conteft between them wiil be, I can’t pretend to oe 
fay; and am afraid I fhall be thought to {peak my inclinations, rather then Wy 
my judgment, when I tell you I have very little apprehenfions about it. "Tis 4925, 
certainly preft on both fides withthe greateft application and vigour, ang is a 
fair trial of their credit and intereft with the king; fo that the event of it will, 
in all peabability, detcrmine the fate of one of the partys, By all the obfer~ 
fervation I could make, our freinds feem to think they have gain’d a great ad- 
vangage over the others, and to determine to purfue it to the utmoft; and lord 
C-—— went fo far t’other day, as to tell me, he did not think doing you juftice, 
by continuing you in your employments, was a fuflicient repasation for an injury, 
which he thought was done and meant to the whole family, and therefore ad- 
vis’d both my uncle and me to infift upon fome particular mark of the king’s 
favour being {hewn one of us, and to mention this to Mr. W——— in the 
flrongeft terms. I have great reafon to know he, Mr.W-——, is both alham’d 
and uneafy about his freinds behaviour in Ireland, which has brought him into 
the greateft difficultys he ever was involv’din fince his laft getting into the 
miniftry. For this reafon, great pains are taken to fhift the load from our 
great man in Ireland, who pretends to difavow even the knowledge of it, and 
the whole blame is laid upon that moft inconfiderable tool of his, Jack Rugby. 

When I was told this by a very great lord and friend of theirs, 1 took the li~ 
berty to fay, I could hardly beleive he was in earneft; but that if he were, he 
was not very well acquainted with the complexion of our houfe of lords, to 
imagine theydar’d have taken fuch a ftep without orders from their fuperiors, 
or that 11 bifhops, and 9 temporal pentioners could have been influenced by a 
little inconfiderable papift in mafquerade, whofe perfon every one of them 
hated and defpis’d. I have nothing more to add, not having feen lord C——— 
fince I began my letter; oply, that this day in the houfe, Mr. W: ap~ 
pointed me to be with him on Wednefday morning; 1 fhall fay nothing with- 
out advice, and will give you the earlieft account of what paffes. God 

Almighty preferve your lordfhip, and difappoint the deviccs of all your enemys. 





(London, February 1, 1723-4.) I Had yefterday a long conference with 
one to whom you are under very great obligations both upon this and a former 
occafion, He aflurcs me, that matters are upon fo good a foot, that he docs 
not beleive that leaving you out of the government, will be even attempted. 
On the contrary, that orders are gone from hence to name you, among others, 
in the letter which is foon to be wrote. I told you, in a former, that your 
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being put in when you went over laft, was owing to the perfonal intereft of a 
great man with his freind,-and by no means to thofe to whom you may fancy 
yourfelf under fome obligations upon that account. If this be the fcheme 
now,-.you may be fure we fhall be told the fame ftory, and with equal truth. 
Till this great point is fettled, I dont think it advifcable to infift, or evét: men- 
tion any thing elfe; but when that is over, I think we ought to {peak’ plain 
Englifh, and infift, that as you are equal in commiffion, fo you ‘oight to be 
in po@er an@-credit with that little fellow, who, I may venture to tell you, # how 
pretty well underftood here. If this had becn done formerly, I fancy we 


fhould not have been under fome difficulties that we have been of late. 


* Duke of 
Grafton. 


What gives rife to this advice at this time, is an expreffion of the perfon’s, I 
mentioned, to me yefterday, that the king and every bedy here were fenfible 
where the influence and intereft of Ireland lay, and thereforeshe was of opinidn, 
that thofe ought and would be employed, who were moft capable of ferving him. 
That if people could have been contented with doing the king’s bufmefs only, 
he was fenfible it might have been done in the moft unabimous and quict fryan- 
ner; but if his majefty’s name and authority were to be made ufe of to gra~ 
tifye the private pique and refentment of ——,* he theught they were account- 
able for the confequences, who had been prevailed on to enter into fuch weak: 
meafures. Thefe are, as near as I can recolle@, his ewn words, There is 
very little public news ftirring: every thing goes on very quietly in parliament, 
and there is great probability of a fhort and eafy feffion. The great ones are, to 
outward appearance, upon a very freindly foot. Towards the glofe of the 
feflion, we fhall know how far they are fincere. The dukes of Dorfet and 
Bolton are now faid to be the competitors for our government, both W 
freinds, and they fay, both promifed; I am glad, however, his grace is like ta 
have a fucccflor; I doubt we fhall never have his fellow. 





Endorfed hy lord Midleton——"" ‘That lord lieutenant’s flay in Ireland, is tn 
hopes he may fiil ottain his end, and prevent my being left one of the lords 
juplices; thinks he will fail doing it.—That duke of Argyle puts in hard for 
it.—Which gives great uneafine/s to Mr. W.” 

(London, March 2, 1723-4.) I Find I made a right judgment of the 
reafons of ——— ftaying fo long in Ircland, when in my letter to lady Midle- 
ton, I told her, it muft be by dire€tions from bence, to fee whither the affair 
of the government could be carryed to fome people’s fatisfaftion, or elfe, by 
keeping poffeflion, to prevent the immediate declaring a fucceffor, and of 
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eourfe, receiving another year’s falary. That matter is now fully explained, 
and gives fome people more uneafinefs then you can imagine. The contcft 
formerly lay between his grace of B n* and Do t;t but of late, another 
competitor has appear’d, who declares he muff not be denyed his requeft; 
you may perhaps have heard, that when a certain perfont parted with a gene- 
ral’s ftaff for one of a lefs fize, he obtain’d it upon pofitive affurances never 
to expeét the former, or any way to intermeddle with the army, But this is 
noy explain’d, and very reafonably, to cxtend only to England; and that the 
government of Ireland could never be conftrued to be comprehended within 
the promife, being entirely a civil employment, tho” by accident the command 
of the army is appendant to it. Without entring into the nicety of this way 
of reafoning, ’tis certain he has afkt it, and in a pretty pofitive manngr, and 
thofe who beft know him, think he will not be very eafy, if denyed. On t’o- 
ther hand, to have an employment of fo much confequence and value taken 
out of the hands of a favourite, by fuch means, feems a little to ftrike at that 
omnipotence, upon the notion of which, a good deal of our prefent intereft is 
founded, By this time, I beleive fome people begin to repent the taking fir 
Simon {§ into fuch a degree of confidence, indeed, into the adminiftration; be- 
caufe,. if Iam not mifinform’d, he has ftruck into this new fcheme; and if 
people could have been prevail’d on to have thewn a little good nature to ho~ 
neft Harry Madrigal,|| we fhould have had a very pretty triumvirate. But this 
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unexpeéted incident, together with what lately paft in the houfe of commons, Bolingbroke. 


an account of which you will fee in lord M——’s letter, has put a flop to that 
affair, for the prefent, at leaft. Lord C——t and his freinds fecm to be perfelly 
unconcerned in this ferape, knowing it cannot hurt them, Ict it take what turn 
it will; tho’ if it fucceed, we muft alter our difpofition, and take entirely new 
meafures, of which I fhould be glad to have your thoughts. I told you when 
I firft came over, and obferv’d the fituation of our great men and their in- 
terefts, I was of opinion, the fullen calm and Ieeming unanimity that appear’d 
at the opering the feffion, would probably end ina ftorm, having Icarnt fo 
much {kill in navigation, as to know, one is generally the confequence of the 
otrer. The feffion is now fo near a conclufion, that I beleive nothing will 
appear till ’tis over; but I am ftrangcly. out in my politicks, if the next don’t 
prove a warm one, 


Endorfed by lord Midleton— That my brother and he had waited on and ex 
poftulated with the miniftry about the defign of the D. of G. to leave me out 
of 
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Ehirateer of ihe government, which they difclaimed intending.—Gives reafon to believt 
Adee he will not be able to accomplifh his defign. 
1723. 


(Loudon, March 11, 1723-4.) I Wrote Arthur a long letter by laft poft, 
but fomething having hapned fince that time, which I think worth your potice, 
muft beg leave to give you a fecond trouble. Lady Hillfborough, came to 
town on Monday laft, and among other things, told us that the common talk 
of Dublin was, that his grace was determined not to leave it till the affair of 
the government was fettled to his fatisfaQion; and that he was affur’d it fhould 
be fo as foon as the parliament here was up, and nam’d old Monmouth 
as the perfon from whom fhe received this notable intelligence. Tho’ I was 
not under the leaft apprehenfion from this ridiculous peice of boafting, yet I 
thouglit a proper ufe might be made of it, by taking occafion to feel the pulfe 
of the minifters a fecond time, and making this report the handle for renewing 
‘our application to them. Accordingly, my uncle and I waited upon the two 
fecretaries, and after {peaking his mind very fully and plainly to each of them, 
he concluded with defiring they would acquaint the king with his humble re- 
queft, that he might have the honour of an audience, whenever his majefty was 
pleafed to think it proper. This had been concerted: before, and when it was 
mention’d, one of the great men feem’d a good deal furpriz’d, faid he was 
fatisfyed we were alarm’d without reafon; and why fhould people complain be- 
fore they were hurt? however, when we perfifted inthe thing, they both pro- 
mis’d to do what was defir’d, and to let us know his majefty’s pleafure. I 
dont repeat the particulars of the converfation, becaufe I take it for granted, 
my uncle has or will foon give you an account both of that, and what he fays 
to the king; to whom, I affure you, he is refolv’d to fay a great many bold 
honceft truths, which I am confident his majefty will receive with his wonted 
goodrefs, having as good an opinion of the author, as of moft men in his do- 
minions. We fhall, to-morrow, know the day he appoints for his waiting on 
him. 

It came to my turn to fpeak to Mr. W » my uncle not vifiting him, - 
and if in telling you what paft between us, I mention any thing which, perhaps, 
modefty forbids me to do, you muft not impute it to my vanity, but the defire 
I have to lay every thing in a juft and true light before you, that you may by 
that means be the better able to judge of the fituation of your own affairs, I 





-degan with telling him, that the laft time I waited upon him, my principal 


errand was to juftifye my own condu& in the Irish parliament, which I had 
reafon 
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reafon to know, had been vilely mifreprefented to him, and that befides what Wood's 


I then faid, I hop’d my behaviour in this, had effe€tually given the lye to all 
thofe filly malitious reports; that I now came to him to demand a peice of 
juftice on behalf of a perfon who had been moft bafely traduc’d, and ill treat. 
ed. I told him, I was too well appriz’d of the freindfhip and intimacy there 
was between him and his grace, to imagine any thing I could fay, would induce 
him to efpoufe your intereft, or decline his; but that I] appr@hended this was 
not the cafe at prefent, and that his grace was no otherwife conccrn’d in the 
queftion, then as his name was made ule of to,gratifye the private ref{entment 
and malice of two inconfiderable fellows; and therefore hop’d he would not 
contribute to the doing fo great an injury to our family, who be knew had on 
many occafidéns done the king eminent fervices, and had in no one inftance, 
differv’d him, Mr, W , or his intereft. I then went thro’ the whole da 
tail of our feffion, and concluded with the account I mention’d, of his grace’s 
ftay in Ireland, and the reafons affign’d for it. In anfwer to this, he began 
with telling me, he was furpriz’d at my taking any umbrage at his grace’s ftay, 
and that the expoftulation on that head fhould come from our quarter, which 
he was fure it would not, had I known the true reafons of it; that tho’ there 
had not been any orders fent, yet he believ’d he had received fome intimations 
from his freinds here, that *twould be convenient he fhould continue where he 
was for fome time; that they were winding up their bottoms as faft as they 
could, and fhould be glad to have a little time to look about them, after the par~ 
liament was up; that as he could not deny, but that my reafoning about his 
grace’s flay was juft, fo he beleived 1 muft own that another, and that a very 
good one, might be affign’d for it; but that ’twas not proper for him to explain 
himfelf further on this fubjeét, however, he was fure I underftcod what he 
meant. 

I told you in a former, or one I wrote to lord Molefworth, that the D. of 
A——e’s infifting on Our government, at the time and in the manner he did, 
had given the miniftry fome uneafinefs; and that I beleiv’d his grace of G 
was dire&ted to flay fome time longer, purely to give them time to look about: 








them, ull the parliament was up, the reafon for which you will eafily apprehend, | 


I am now fully canyinc’d, that I judg’d right, and that this is the only reafon 
for his doing fo; that which his freinds in Ireland aflign for it, not having been 
fo much as mention’d here, not even in his private letters, if I cn beleive the 


folemn affeverations of thofe who ought io know that matter belt; and I muft 
again 


atent, 
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ne ue again repeat my opinion, that however valiant and fanguine fir Owen and his 
ri ‘ ?* freinds may appear, they will not even venture to propoft the leaving yo out 
#723. of the government, at leaft not in their publick letters. . 

But to return; Mr. W: proceeded, by telling me he beleiv’d I did not 
apprehend any ill offices from one part of the miniftry; but that, whatever 
my opinion might be of them, perhaps the others were as fincerely our freinds, 
as they who made larger profeffions. 1 took the liberty here to interrupt him, 
by faying, I was forry to hear fuch an expreffion, which he underftood, I 
meant of the diffentions among the great men, and faid, the matter was pub- 
lick, and that he did not difown being upon ill terms with lord C——t. But 
I went on, and explain’d myfelf, that my concern arofe from his beleiving I 
had entred into meafures, or chofe to make my court to one part of the ad- 
miniftration, rather then another; that if juftice were done you, I was affur’d, 
you would as willingly own the obligation to him as to any body; and that, for 
my own part, I would always endeavour to behave myfelf in fuch a manner 
as to merit the freindfhip of all the king’s minifters, and fhould be particularly 
happy, if I could obtain his. This gave him an opportunity of faying a great 
many things of me, that neither he nor I thought I'deferv’d. He told me, 
that he had never received more fatisfaftion, then in my laft converfation with 
him; that I had explain’d the hiftory of our feffion fo clearly, and with fuch an 
air of fincerity, that what I {aid, had made a great impreffion on him. That 
he had laid every thing that paft then, before the king, in the heft manner he 
could, and that he had the fatisfa€tion to tell me, that my behaviour in par. 
liament here, was entirely agreable to the king; that he had conftantly ace 

_ quainted him with it, and that it was the greateft confirmation of the truth of 
every thing I had faid relating to the affairs of Ireland. He continued, that 
*twas"natural to imagine, people in his fituation were glad of the freindfhip of 
men of charafter and underftanding, and that, without complinent, he thought 
our family were poffeft of both, and therefore fhould always defire our freind~ 
fhip, and would give me any inflance, I could defire, of his fmcerity and regard 
for me. I told him, I had nothing to afk for myfelf, that I never yet had, 
nor did I beleive, I ever fhould afk for an employment; that doing you 
juftice, was the only favour I defir’d, and that I fhould make my judgment of 
the fincerity of the many profeffions that had been made me, by the fteps 
that were taken in that affair. He told me, he hop’d he had faid enough to 
convince me, he was not fo saughty, as he had been reprefented, and that I 

. would 
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would not tink him fo, for not having explain’d himfelf further upon ‘the fub- Wood's 
jet of our cenverfation, which he was fure I would not take amis, when J , Peek, ; 


eonfider’deither his public or private fcituation. 

We parted upon the civillet terms, and I muft tell you, he talkt to me with 
infinizely more freedom and freindfhip then when I came firft to town. I 
have been the more particular in this account, not knowing but the prating 
and lying of fome people may give you fome uneafinefs. You will form your 
own judgment upon what I write, and tho’ I am too well acquainted with the 
profeffions of great men to build much upon them, yet I am fo entircly fatis- 
fyed, that they know ’tis their intereft to do you juftice, that I have not the 
leaft doubt of their doing fo, and often think, that we give too much credit and 
weight to the intereft of our enemys, by laying fo much ftrefs upon a point, 
which I know they cant carry, and notwithftanding all their boafting, I verily 


beleive, dare not even propofe. I this moment received a meffage from lord: 


Townfhend, to be with him to-morrow morning, and will let you know what 
paffes in my next. Inthe mean time, let me entreat you, by your behaviour, 
to let and his freinds fee, you know you are out of their power. Indeed, 
my lord, their intereft and credit here is at alow ebb; and I fhould be very 
forry to think you had no better tenure in the great feal, then fir Owen has in 
his power. I forgot to tell you, that as an inftance of Mr. W. fincerity, 
I was employed by him yefterday, to move for the difcharging the committee 
of cle€tions, from hearing any more petitions this feffion. The two next were 
the D. of Ar-~e’s uncles and coufin germans; from which you may form 
your own conjeétures, for I affure you, the thing will bear it. 

" (London, March 24, 1723-4.) THERE is no letter in form yet come 
from his grace, tho’ I hear to day, he intends to come away the beginning 
of May; if fo, he mult certainly write foon, that there may be time for the 
king’s letter to go thro’ the common forms of the offices. I own I could 
wifh, for many reafons, this affair were fettled before the rifing of the parlia- 
ment; not that I fufpe& any attempt will be made againft you on this fide the 
water; but your freinds will be better able to {peak plainly while the houfe is 
fitting then after it is up. The king’s going abroad is now generally belciv’d; 
if fo, *twill probably haften his grace’s coming over, who I take for granted, 
will think it proper to kifs his hand, and give an account of his adminiftration, 
Before he goes away. The town talks of mifunderftandings between the 
great men; and that they will probably come to an open rupture as foon as 
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Petiod Yl. the parliament is up. I hope there is.a0 foundation ice this seport, but if 


1720101927. ere be, I can’t but think W 


1724. 





mutt prevail, and for that reafon endeavour 
to be as well with him as I can. ’Tis certain his intereft in our houfe is roe 
digious, and while that continues ‘twill be pretty hard to withftand him. I am 
a letter in lady Midleton’s dett, and would have anfwer’d it to night, if I had nos 
wrote to you. Pray give her Nancy's and my humble duty. I hope we fhalt 
be in Ireland before the firft. of next term. The houfe will certainly rife ina 
few days after Eafter, and I hope before that time, the main affair will be fet-. 
tled to our fatisfaGtion; if not, I am refolv’d not to ftir till ’tis determif’d. 
In the mean time, I beg-you will be under no uneafinefs about it, for I think 
*tis impoffible it fhould mifcarry. Adieu. 


Endorfed by lord Midleton—* Had feen lord Carteret and Mr. Clutterbuck, 
and made my complements. Gives an account of what the court defigns to doe 
on Wood's complaint. : 


(London, April 18, 1724.) YESTERDAY I received your lordfhip’s fa- 
vour of the gth, by which I find you had heard the agreable news of Jord Carte- 
ret’s being appointed our governour, and of your being nam’d one of the lords © 
juftices, in defpight of all the attempts and malice of your enemys. You may. 
be fure I did not omit paying all the refpeét and compliments imaginable on thie 
occafion, to a perfon who has been fo remarkably freindly to you, and by that 
means, laid our family under fuch obligations, as ought never to be forgot. 1” 
fhall fee Mr. Clutterbucke to day, and will then obey your commands to 
him, I had, upon the general good chara€ter of the man, madc myfelf well 
acquainted with him before I imagin’d I fhould fee him in the employment 
he now is, and you muft beleive I fhall now do every thing in my power. to: 
cultivate his freindfhip, and hope before I leave this place, to put it upon fuch 
a foot, as that no little malitious lyes or infinuations will be able to fhake it. 
I have had a good deal of difcourfe, both with my lord and him, about the af. 
fairs of Ireland, and have honeftly told them my opinion of them, and I look 


- upon the difficultys, and indeed difgrace, which his predeceffor met with by 


efpoufing that pernicious patent, and giving himielf entirely up to the freinds 
of it, as a peice of very good fortune to Ireland, becaufe they will effe@ually 
prevent his treading in the fame fteps. From the time of his being declar’gh 


_ lord Ieiutenant, I confefs I was more then ever apprehenfive of the halfpence, 


both 
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Both becaufe I knew the power of their great patron was valtly encreaft, and Wood's 
ts I was of opinion, that the profpe& of laying my lord under difficultys, might bani 
be an additional motive to the others infifting on the eftablifhment of the pa~ 4724. 
tent, and I now find I was right in my conjeGtures, 1 gave you a hint in my 
laft, OF what paft in the committee of councel about them, and am promis’d a 
copy of the order then made, which, if it come time enough, I will fend you 
by this poft. All that is faid to be defign’d at prefent, i is only to fend over an 
order to the commiffioners of the revenue, to revoke one lately made by them, 
forbidding their officers to receive or pay any of that curfed coin, fo as the 
patentee may be upon the fame foot he was at the opening of tic parliament. 
I never, till lately, heard our commiffioners had vertue enough to iffue fo 
honeft an order, nor can I yet bring myfelf to beleive it, tho' I have been 
affur’d of the truth of it from very great hands; but if they did, I am afraid 
fome of thofe honeft gentlemen will find themfelves in a good deal of difficulty, 
how to a& upon this occafion. If they revoke the order, I doubt whenever 
the houfe of commons meets, they will expe& a very good reafon from their 
members for ating in dire& oppofition to their unanimous and repeated fenfe, 
and will hardly think any orders from their mafters here, can difpenfe with 
their obligations to them. On the other hand, fhould they perfift in what they 
have done, you know they have to do with people, who are pretty impatient 
of contradi@ion, and will hardly bear to have their orders difputed by thofe 
whom they look upon as their fervants. 

*Tis now pretty plain, with what view fo many refolutions were fram’d at a 
certain place, againft the abufes of the powers of the patent, and I hope, if 
ever it fhould prevail, the countrey will be made fenfible to whom they owe 
that bleffing. I have reafon to know, that the plan of all thofe wife queftions 
was fent from hence, with defign to make the ufe that is now intended of 
them, viz. The parliament complains only of the mifexecution of the patent,’ 
but there has been none fuch; therefore no caufe of complaint. You and I 
are too well acquainted with Mr. S n’s* fincerity, to imagine he could © Singleton; 
have any indire&t view in propofing the queftion for addrefling againft granting 
any patent for coining, &c. to private perfons; but as thc bett actions are liable to 
mifconftrudtions, fo a handle is taken from hence to fay, that his majefty’s 
prerogative js ftruck at by this, amd in fuch an article as that not even an 
Englifh parliament ever ventur’d to queftion, and therefofe, if for no other 
seafon, his ménifters are oblig’d to juftifye the legality of this patent. This is 
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the foot upon which the abufes complain’d of are put; as to the ebjeftions 
;made to the quantity, they are allow’d to have fome little weight; but may be 
anfwer’d by the patentees condefcending to leffen it, perhaps half, and ‘then 
furely all uneafinefs wif be remov’d. I-don’t trouble you with the anfwers 
made to thefe weighty objeftions; but upon the whole, I beleive revokifig the 
order I mention’d above, and agreeing to leffen the quantity, is what is at pre. 
fent defigned ; and inall other refpeéts, the patent is to ftand upon its own bot« 
tom; without the affiftance of a-proclamation, .or order for receiving thent ; 


_both which are pofitively difavow’d, and I hope will never be given into, 


(London, April 14, one): I Defigned to have wrote by laft poft, but 
lord Carteret’s being out of town prevented me. He returned on Sunday 
morning, and I had a good deal of difcourfe with him about the affairs of Iree 
land, the particulars of which, it is not proper to fend in a letter that is to ge 
through Manley’s hands, and indeed I am enjoin’d not to mention many of 
them till I can find a more fecure conveyance. In general you may be af- 
{ur’d, he is inclin’d to do every thing in his power that can be thought for 
the fervice of the countrey, or is agreable to the inclinations of fome of your 
freinds, towards whom he expreffes himfelf with uncommon regard and 
efteem. The thing which is likely to create him the greateft uneafinefs, is 
that pernicious fcheme of the halfpence, which I now apprehend more then 
ever. You muft no doubt have feen the account that was lately given by 
Mr. Wood in the publick news-papers, of a hearing before a committee of 
council, at his inftance, and the order that iffued thereupon for an immediate 
aflay of fome of his coinage. I endeavour’d to inform myfelf, as well as-I 
could, of what paft there, but could Jearn little more then what is mention’d 
in the papers, nor do I beleive there was any debate on that fubjc& in councils 
‘When the report of the affay is made, we fhall know what is determined about 
us; in the mean time, it feems pretty plain to me, that this affair is¢o be pufht 
to the utmoft, not only, as ’tis a darling proje& of one who cannot bear cone 
tradition, but as ’twill lay fome other people; for whom he has not much re« 
gard, under the greatcft difficultys imaginable. . : 

I am not acquainted with the forms of iffuing proclamations in Ireland, 
but if any thing of that nature is to pafs thro’ the hands of a freind of mine, 
which he imagine’ deftruétive to the kingdom, I hope he will have litle doubt 
with himfelf in what manner to at. I could fay a great deal on this fubjea, 

but 
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But. dare not, for-the reafons I have given, enlange upon it. I am to be-with 
lard G—+— again to-morrow by appointiasnt, and as foon as I can meet with 
a, fafé hand, you fhall know every thing that paffes. °Tis whifper’d among 
fome peopie, that he with not go into Ireland, but have -the fame fucceffor 
there, that he had im-his former employment. This poflibly may be in fome 
people’s thoughts, but if 
beleive ’twill be pretty difficult to perfuade him ¢e alter his refolution. *Tis~ 
certain he is as well there as ever he was in his life, and the night after the al- 
terations were declared, talkt to him near half an hour in the drawing room, 
and hardly fpoke to any other perfon; fo that his freinds are fanguine enough 
to think he will, even yet, be able to makehis party good. 

We are told the parliament will be wp iw a few days, bat as far as T can 
judge by their manner of proceeding, theyrwill nat rife fo foon as is expefted. 
Be that: as it will,. unlefs fomething extraordinary happen, I will endeavour to 
get away fo as to overtake the very beginning of next term, for I am heartily 
tir’d of this town, and long, more then I can exprefs, to fee you and my 
freinds in Ireland. I hope.in-a day or twa to Bear how fir Owen and his 








creatures recciv’d the news of your. being put into the government; they cera 


tainly muft have been a good deal mortifyed, efpecially. confidering how high 
their expelations were raifed; but they have been fo much miftaken in: their 


politicks of date, that difappointments of this natute,. fit eafier upon them then 


they did formerly. 


Endorfed by lord. Midleton Adout the alteration of the king’s letter to the 
duke of Grafton, to appoint juflices, Sc.” 

(London, April 21,1724.) I Wrote you a long letter by laft poft, and 
was then in hopes I fhould not have had eccafion to trouble you with another, 
unlefs jt ware to give you ag account of my having left this place, which i 
intended to have done to-morrow, and had fettled all my affairs accordingly, 
but was oblig’d, to alter my refolution by an account I received, and which went 
current for two or, three days, of fome further changes: intendcd, and parti~ 
cularly one lately made, I dere fay, a good deal to your fatisfaGion. I en- 
deavoyr’d to inform myfelf of the truth of this matter, but dont find there was 
any other foundation for the report, then a letter lately femt over by your very 
good, freiad,t complaining of ill ufage in being fuperfeded-avhile, in Ireland, 

contrary to all prefident, as he‘alledges, and defiring that the commilfion, ap- 
pointing lords juices, may not pafs wil he is teady to come away, for if it 


docs, ke my/t /ieal away. by night, rather then May or go off as a private man. 
This 


989 


Wood's 


tent. 


1734. 


* has affur’d him,.as ‘tis faid, he fhall go over, I * The King, 


+ Duke of 
Grafton. 
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Rast This letter, I hear, was. communicated to his facceffog who was deGi’d 
" 77) make this matter eafy, by confentig: his grace fhould have the pleafure of 
"sy 724. pafling the commiffion for lords juftiees i in his abferice (which- by the by, ‘hehas 
a thoufand times faid, he would never do, if you we#e-to be in it) and that as 
foon as he was landed, lord Carterett’sfhould be put under the feal, atid then 
a new one for appointing the fame lords juftices: during his abfente, fhould 
pafs the great feal of Ireland. This is the foot wpon which this matter is 
put, and you may depend upen it, there is no other view in it then what I:men- 
tion, and that repeated. orders are fent to haften his grace over, who I beleive, 
will have left Ireland before this reaches you. - Befides the letter fir Owen has 
wrote in anfwer to the pwblick ane wrote him by lord C———t, I hear there 
is agother fent to.a certain avmifter, whom I muft not name nor even defcribe, 
defiring him to affure our fxeind- of his -be& fervices,and of his defire to make 
hig eafy in every refpe@; thet he is perfe@lly ealy in the company he is put, 
and is very defirous of living well with every one of them. How ftrangely is 
that fervile abje@ creature's tone alter’'d! He would have tzlkt in another ftyle, 
if his friend’s fcheme couldsave been brought to bear; but J find he is refolw’@ 
to continue bis power by the-fame bafe unworthy methods he attain’d it, viz. 
the moft fervile mean complianee with every thing that he thinks.has power 
either to hurt or ferve him. 

I dare fay, yom muft be impatient to know how matters go here, and what 
further alterations are likely to be made fince the late great onts. Every 
body expetted the command of the army would have been put into other 

* Cadogan. hands immediately; but hitherto the perfon* who has it has ftood his ground 
beyond expectation; and the town fays, has a freind who has pofitively de. 
clar’d he will not part with him; $f this be fa&t, fuch a repulfe is more then an. 
overballance for the late vittory, Tho’ for ry own part, I know the power and . 
temper of a certain perfon fo well, as te bé fitmly of opinion, that he will 
carry this and every other ‘point he infifts upon; and will leave no bodly in 
employment bait bas own relations. and dependants: The commiffion for the 
admiralty, they fay, will be foon alter’d; and that there are thoughts of put- 
ting it upon the feme-@mot as it was in the prinet of Denmark's time; but I 
beleive it much more likely that lord Tor——n will fucteed “-B——ey, and 
that two or three of his freinds will be join’d with him in the toom of fo many 

‘+ Sir Peter of the others. Wolur frieritit at Ockam is like to havetie purfe; the cheif 

King. baron to prefide in the next coust, and he that was letely ours, in the court he 
now is. Thefe changes make'a good deat éf usdttfinels ynong every body 

but thofe immediately conccrnid in them, abd:the toreys, who {eém extremely 
pleafe’d, 
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pleas'd, amd have hopes of being take in. *Pis certain the prefent bottomiis Wood's 


very narrow, confidering the prodigious fuperfteuGure; but I am of opinion, , ies ; 
*twill be as dangerous to endeavour'to enlarge it by thofe means, as ’tisimpok 173m 
fable it fhould ftand long upon Whe prefent foot. The publick papers tell you, 

that Kenfington is fitted up, for the next furemer; bet as the air there cannot’ 

be fuppos’d to. be fo good by reafom of «its neighbourhood to this unhealthy 

town, tis poffible a more remote arid agreable place may be thought of. 

I told you in my laft, what & new Gnd ie refolw’d, that there would be an 
order fentto the cuftom houfe to revoke.one lately iffwed from thence, forbid. 
ding the feveral colleétors to receive or utter any ef Wood's: halfpence, 
which, however agreable to the fenfe of beth:howles of partament, is fai to 
have been very irregular, as not being warranted-dey.any diredtinns from hence, 
and pretending to controul or abridge the king's patent: under his great foal. 
You may be fure I endeavour'd, as far as 1 could, to prevent this, by {peak 

-ing and remonftrating againit it to she perfons -cheifly concern’d in the ob 
taining it; but received no other anfwer, then that the king’s prerogative was 
concern’d, and that his minifters could net fit by and fee his own fervants take: 
upon them, without order or authority, to controal his patent; that Iveland 
was not concern’d in the prefent queftion, fifict it was not intended to give 
the leaft fanGtion to the patent, but only to leave it upon the fame foot as it 
was before the iffuing that order. Befides many other abjeGions, 1 hop’d’ 
this might have fome weight, that infifting-on this order, might poflibly make 
it very difficult to meet this parliament again, for that it-was not to be imagined, 
that both houfes could fit tamely by and fee an order made in the very terms of 
their relolutions, revok’d by perfons whom they look upon as under thcir 
power, and fome of them members of one of the houfes, and as fuch certainly 
accountable to them for a breach or contempt of their orders; but arguments 
of this nature had very little weight, and to tell you the truth, I beleive, con~ 
cluded rather for then againft doing what was intended. 


Endorfed by lord Midleton About the proceedings before the commyttee of 
council about Wood's halfpence.—Calls the patent a vile pr ues —Glad of the 
oppofition it met with in Ireland.”” 

(Briftol, May 10, 1724.) YESTERDAY I received your lordthip’s of 
the 6th and 28th April, which J immediately forwarded tq my uncle to be 

laid before lard Carteret, that he might be fure to have a true account of what . 


pait lately in Sguneil about the halfpence, Zam very = thas vile projett meets 
with 
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tae on This letter, I hear, was communicated to his facceffog who was defat’ d 06 
tania make this matter eafy, by confertigg iis grace fhould have the: Pleafure of 
"4734. paffing the commiffion for lords juftices in his abferice (wHich-by the by, he has 
a thoufand times faid, he would never do, if yola wette'to be in it) and that as 

Soon as he was landed, Jord Carterett’s-fhould be put under the feal, afid then 

a new one for appointing the dame lords jultices during his abfence, fheuld 

pafs the great feal of Ireland. This is the foet apon which this matter is 
put, and you may depgnd upen;it, there is no other view in it then whet I men-_ 

tion, and that repeated orders are fent to haften his grace over, who I beleive, 

will have left Ireland before this reaches you. Befides the letter fir Owen has 

wrote in anfwer to the publick one wrote him by lord C t, I hear there 

is agother fent to a certaim wittifter, whom I muft not name nor even defcribe, 

defiring him to affure our freind of his ‘be& fervices,and of his defire to make 

hig eafy in every refpe&; that he is perfedlly ealy in the company he is put, 

and is very defirous of living well weth every one of them. How ftrangely és 

that fervile abje&@ creature’s.tone altér’d! He would have talkt in another ftyle, 

if his friend’s fcheme.couldAave been brought te bear; but J find he is refolv'é@ 

to continue his power by the fame bafe unworthy metheds he attain’d it, viz. 

the moft fervile mean complianee with every thing that he thinks has power 

either to hurt or ferve him 

I dare fay, you muft be impatient to know how matters go here, and what 

further alterations are likely to be made fince the late great ones. Every 

body expetted the command of the army would have been put into other 

% Cadogan. hands immediately; but hitherto the perfon* who has it has ftood his ground 
_ heyond expettation; and the town fays, has a freind who has pofitively de. 
clar’d he will not part with him; df this be fa&t, fuch a repulfe is more then an, 
overballance for the late vidtory, Tho’ for ry own part, I know the power and . 
temper of a certain perfen fo well, as te dé fitmly of opinion, that he will 

carry this and every other ‘point he infifts upon; and will leave no bedy in 
employment bat bis own relations. and dependants, The commiffien-for the 
admiralty, they fey, will be foon alter'd; and that there ane thoughts of put- 

tng it upon the fame Bot as it was in the prinee of Denmark’s time; but I 

beleive it much more Hkely that lord Tor——n will fucteed B——ey, and 

that two or thrée of his freinds will be join’d with him in che room of fo many 
‘} Sir Peter Of the others. Your friestit at Ockam is like to have he purle; the cheif 
King. —_ baron to prefide in the next coust, and he that was lately ours, in the court he 
now is,. Thele changes make'a good deaf 6f usetifinels gmorig every body 

but thefe immediately conccrn'd in them, and the toreys, who feém extremely 

pleafs’d, 
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plear'll,: and have hopes of being take# in. °Pis certain the prefent bottomyis Wood's 


very narrow, confidering the prodigious fugerfteuGure; but I am of vpinion; , 
*twill be as dangerous to endeaveur'to calurge it by thofe means, as ‘tisimpof 1784. 
fible it fhould ftand long apon Yhe prefemt foot. The publick papers tell: ‘yoa,. 
that Kenfington is fisted up, for the next fummmer; but as the air there cannot 
be {uppos’d. to. be fo good by reafom of its neighbourhagd to this unhealthy 
town, ‘tis poffible' a more remote and agreable place may be thought of. 

I tald you in my laf, what & now find is refolw’d, that there would be an 
order fent te the cuftom houfe to revoke one lately ifiued from thence, forbid-. 
ding the feveral colleGtors to receive or utter any ef Wood's: halfpence, 
which, however agreable to the fenfe: of both:houles of partiamem, is faid to 
have been very irregular, as not being warranted-by any direGinas from hence,. 
and pretending to controul or abridge the king’s-patent: ender his preat {oab,. 
You may be fure I endeavour’d, as far as I could, to prevent this, by fpeak~ 

-ing and remonftrating againft it to the perfons cheifly eoncern’d in the ob- 
taining it; but received no other anfwer, then thas the king’s prerogative was 
concern’d, and that his minifters could net fit by and. ice his own fervants take: 
upon them, without order or authority, to: controul his patent; that Iveland 
was not concern’d in the prefent queftion, fimce it was not intended to give 
the leaft fan€tion to the patent, but only to leave it upon the fame foot as it 
was before the iffuing that order. Befides many other objeftions, I hop’d’ 
this might have fome weight, that infifting on this order, might poffibly make 
it very difficult to meet this parliament again, for that it-was not to be imagined, 
that both houfes could fit tamely by and fee an order made in the very terms of 
their refolutions, revok’d by perfons whom they look upon as under their 
power, and fome of them members of one of the houles, and as fuch certainly 
accountable to them for a breach or contempt of their orders; but arguments 
of this nature had very little weight, and to tell you the truth, I beleive, con 
cluded rather for then againft doing what was intended. 


Endorfed by lord Midleton“ About the proceedings before the committee of 
council about Wood's hal{pencee——Calls the patent a vile projet. has of the 
oppcfilion it met with in Ireland.” 

(Briftol, May 10, 1724.) YESTERDAY I received your lordthip’s of 
the 26th and.28th April, which J immediately forwarded tq my uncle to be 
laid before lord-Carteret, that he might be fure to have a true account of what 


paft lately in gguncil ,about the halfpence. Lam very a that vile projeét meets 
with 
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‘with fo much oppofition in Jrekand, wbishd, heleive. will, have a goad, ele 
here; tho’ at the fame: time, 1 wubsell you, ney apinian,. that if any body on 
behalf of Ireland, had appear’d at a certain plese, which I know was both ¢X~ 
peéted and defir’d by Wood and kis accompliogs, it would enly have furnifht 
fome people with a plaufible excufeder doing what they were in all evants de~ 
termnin’dto do; whegees. now all she wagld shinks, and ys the hearing,.was 
only ex, partg, Thiy 1,Gedis pot uaderftead by fome of our freinds in Ire- 
land, by ene.of whom, 1 and all of that caurtrey in Landon, were, taxt with’ 
jupite negligence, in- aes gndeaupuring to oppofe the procecdings before the 
council, of which I do not shink gne of us had the leaft notice, till we read the 
Daily Courant, tho’ if we had, d daacy we fhould have afted in juft the fame 
manner.. You may be dayne lerd C-——— bas been fully talkt to on this fubjeét, 


" and as he. is parfeGily free fom, all fufpitian of beieg concerned in, or withing. 


Midleton 
Papers. 


‘well tq this bee projet, you may depend upon his.doing what becomes him. 
Perhaps a time may ¢ome when a good ule may be made of what is lately done; . 
you will underfand my megning without further explanation. You would 
not tax me with negleGing the laft term, if you knew my only reafon for dow 
ing fa, was to fee what turn thiags took, I aflure you, when our freind was 
firft declared, shey who procur'd, him that henour, ‘little thought of his going 
over; and I knew the D. of B——n was promis’d his place, above three 
weeks after he was dedlar’ds put that matter is now fettled, and you may de~ 
pend upon it, he is.at lealt, as Secure ag Some of his freinds are in their places. 


Further letiers between lord chancellor Midleton and Thomas, and Saint Fohe 
Brodrick. 


THOMAS BRODRICK TO LORD CHANCELLOR MIDLETON, 


Remonftrates frongly againft Wood's halfpence in converfation with lord Care 
teret and Tickel his Secretary. 

(May 18,1724.) THIS ‘will bee delivered by Mr. Tickel, whoe will 
bee to attend the juftices during the abfence of “ford lieutenant, hee feems to 
have a truc notion of the flate of things wth you. { {poake fully to his lord- 
thip uppon the fubje&t of Wood’s pattent, butt ‘mote plainly to Mr. Tickle, 
defiring him to repegte to my lord what & fayd, the fubftance of which was, 
that I could forelae nothing that would create | trauble and uneafineffe to his 
government, except thefe halfpence; that this wes age party caufe, but univers 
Sally efpous'd, every man of eftate, being to bee.afteBed, as wall as trade in, 

general, 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE, 393 


generall, that among thofe whoe wifht beft to his government, I did beleive Wood's 
a man would nott bee found foe hardy as to open his lips in favour of itt, atent. 
nay nott to remaine neuter, unlefle hee would fubmitt to give up att once all 4724. 
his intereft, and bee lookt uppon as a betrayer of his country. I told him my 
lord huft judge for himfclfe what part hee was to aft, butt att the fame time 
defired itt might bee remembred, that I was of opinion, nothing leffe then a 
vigorous oppofition from his excellency was hoped for, and I was very {ure was 
expefted. That the pretence of limiting Wood to a fmall fumme, would bee 
of noe availe, for that none att all was wanted, befides that ’twould bee im- 
pratticable to difcover what greater fumme hee fhould coine, which without 
doubt hee would putt in praétice. That unleffe timely precaution prevented 
itt, I was morally certaine, ’twould produce fuch effc&s as I could nott thinke 
of, that people were nott to bee blinded with Wood’s name, that they full 
well knew the greateftehare of the profitt was to goe elfewherc, and were fure 
fuch confiderations ought nott, and they hoped would nott prevaile to the 
ruine of the kingdom. That an order to the commiffioners of the revenue 
to recall or revoke their former direétions to the colleétors againft receiving 
them, would bee interpreted an order to take them, which however would 
‘nott have the cffect propofed, giving them a currency; for that none would 
take them in payment, except the poor fouldiers, whoc would very foone bee 
oblidged to live uppon free quarter, rather then ftarve, for that the pay in 
that coine would nott buy halfe cnough in the markett to keep life and foul 
together, that this would neccflarily bring complaints from every part of the 
kingdom before the government, which would bee well improv’d, and made ufe 
of here, by a fett of people, whoe by a prophetick fpirite would foretell what 
might happen here. ‘hat I thought this would bee the firit ill effe€t, but 
that an utter loffe of trade would foone follow, wherein ‘twas very manifeft 
England would thinke ittfelfe, (as indecd itt will bee) immediately concerned. 
I mentioned what had happened in your council] uppon lord Abercorne’s 
motion, afking him whether any reprefentation was come. 

I told him I thought nothing of that nature could adde force to the repre~ 
fentations of both houfes of parliament, butt that I mentioned itt as what the’ 
D. of G. could not ftem, for (as I heard) hee fign’d the order, referring this 
matter to the confideration of a committee of the whole board. Hee told 
mee hee heard his grace had brought over fomething of this kind, for that 
the matter was foe managed on your fide, and by one in particular (whom 
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hee named) as that ’twas carry’d through before his grace could ‘bee ready 
to come away. I concluded with taking notice of the effay made here, in 
erder to lay that before the councill here, for that I heard itt was td bee 
brought before the great councill, though hitherto itt had been onely before a 
committee, I defired itt might bee confidered whoe brought the halfperfte foe 
effay’d; every body knows ’twas Wood. Was hee likely to bring the bafer 
mettie, or lighter halfepence: this eflay would furely obtaine with nobody, 
and therefore I could not butt thinke what was foe obvious to all others, 
would nott efcape the notice of foe wife an affembly. 

Whither what I have fayd and heartily endeavoured will have any effect 
I know nott, butt content myfelf with having to the utmoft of my power with 
his excellency (as well as elfewhere) endeavour’d doing the beft fervice I can 
to the kingdom, and if I can forefee any thing, to his majefty: for uppon my 


word, I thinke it will be made ufe of by thofe whoe doe nott foe heartily 


Midleton 
Papers. 


wifh his eafe and profperity as I doc. I ended with giving my opinion, that ° 
if nothing were done, *twould dye away filently, butt that if what might by 
implication or neceffary confequence, fhould bee attempted for giving coun~ 
tenance, a flame would be raifed, nott eafily to bee extinguifhed, Farewell. 


LORD CHANCELLOR MIDLETON TO THOMAS BRODRICK. 


Convittion of the ill confequences occafions his oppofition to the patent.—The 


lords juflices refufe to iffue the orders.——The 40,0001. in lieu of the 100,000, 
will not be received. 


(Dublin, Auguft 29, 1724.) I Am juft returned from fpending fix days 
at Mr. Pole’s houfe in the queen’s county very agreably with a great deal of 
company who loved and liked one another, and found yours of the 15th from 
the Bath: for which I thank you. In it you tell me, that it will be the faule 
of Ireland, if Wood’s halfpence prevail, becaufe there will be no compulfory 
methods ufed to inforce them on us, nor encouragement given to them, except 
by thofe who are in tue bottom of the affair. I cannot tell how extenfive this. 
phrafe may be, but can affure you, that great earneflncffle hath been ufed to 
induce thofe here, who have appeared moft zealous againit them, to comc into 
the grace and favour done us lately, by the confent of kind Mr. Wood, viz. 
to accept voluntarily, 40,0007, and I have been foe urged to come into thefe 
fentiments; that not leffe than an unalterable refolution againft this coyne in 

the 
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the mancr it hath been endeavoured to be impofed upon us, grounded on a 
convidtion of my judgement, that my doing what was expe&led from me, 
would tend to the hurt (if not utter ruine) of the kingdom, could have induced 

all the juftices* to defire to be excufed from iffuing the orders required from 
them to be iffued: as they did on the goth of this month, in a modeft, fub. 
miflive, and yet (in my opinion) a ftrong letter, the confequence of which we 
fhall foan {ee and perhaps feel. But I think all the three are determined in 
the matter, and will adhere; but I can’t fpeak with coanty only for one of 
them. 

If you look into the beginning of lord Clarendon’s hiftory, you may find a 
very judicious remark of the effcét the judgment which was given in Mr. 
Hampden’s cafe, about fhip moncy, bad on the minds of people in general, 
who had not foe much weighed the matter before: and to the beft of my ob. 
fervation, what hath paffed lately in relation to this copper coyne, feems to 
have a like influence here. - I doe not find that the report hath made one 
convert, nor that the reducing 100,000/. to 40,000/. hath foe {weeterted the 
draught, that people are enclined to fwallow it, as altered and foftened; which 
I confefs, feems to proceed in a great meafure from fome fevere paflages in a 
certain paper, and from an opinion people may have, that the fame matter may 
be again thought ufeful or neceffary for us, when we think we know the con 
trary, and could be very well content to be excufed from haying fuch a kindneffe 
done us againft our wills. Others imagine, that it will be impoffible to pre- 
vent the importing or uttering abuve 40,000/. which I own feems to me to be 
more difficult than the favourers of the projcé will allow it to be. 


LORD CHANCELLOR MIDLETON TO THOMAS BRODRICK. 


Infidious conduét of feveral who promifed to fupport the patent.—Proceedings 
for the profecution of Swift?s Letter to the whole people of Ireland.—Supports 
the profecution.—Is flrongly againfl the pofiticn, concerning the independency 
of Ireland, which is fupported by Molineux, the archbifhop of Dublin, and 
Swift.—Is uncafy at the fituation of things tn Ireland. 
(Dublin, O€tober 31, 1724.) INSTEAD of agreable accounts of what 
paffes here, I fhall be obliged to mention feveral things which, I believe, will 
create you uncafinefle, becaufe I am fure they doe fo to me in a great de- 


Himfelf, lord Shannon, and Mr. Conolly. 
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Period III. gree. The matter of Wood's halfpence would have put the kingdom under 
reo 1727" difficulties cnough, tho’ our people here had aéted with the greateft prudence 


47240 


and temper: for confidering what fteps have been taken in England in gtant- 
ing and fupporting the patent, he muft, in my opinion, be a very fanguine 
man, who can hope for fuch an event in this affair, as I believe might* have 
been attained (before things had gone the lengths they have gone, and before 
perfons and things had been exafperated to that heighth, which I fcar they 
now are) if fome people had fpoke their minds as freely in that matter at the 
beginning as they have done fince. But the game was plaid thus, by a certain 
fet of men; they {aw the carrying the point was much at the heart of the lord 
lieutenant, and would be very weil taken in England; they knew that the fenfe 
of the whole kingdome was oppofite to the receiving the halfpence, and con. 
fequently trufted, that the majority in both houfes of parliament would be 
againft them, and prevent their obtaining a currencye, without their appearing 
in oppofition to a darling point; and I am apt to think, fome gentlemen (who 
have fince thought it advifable to declare themfelves as much againfl that 
coyhe, as thofe who from the. beginning honeftly and publickly fpoke their 
minds of it) gave hopes, if not aflurances, that they would be for receiving 
them. This condué, I apprehend, brought us in great meafure to thole dif. 
ficulties we now lye under, and perhaps may be finally ruin’d by; for if the 
good of the kingdome be concerned one way, I fear honour may be thought 
to be foe far concerned the other, that I confeffe, I hardly feg what clue will 
Jead us out of the labyrinthe we are in. 

But in addition to this misfortune, the behaviour of fome people, who have 
thought fit to write again{t the halfpence, hath given Mr. Wood and his friends 
great advantage, and may poflibly turn to the great damage, if not.deftruction 
of this kingdome, if not prevented by the prudence and temper of others. On 
the day of my lord lieutenant’s landing, there was a pamphlet publifhed and 
cried abont by the hawkers, one of which was brought to my lord the next 
day; and on Saturday, 24 October, his excellency fhewed it to me, and told 
me, it {truck at the dependency of Ireland on the crown of Great Britain. 
I had not read it over, but had one of them from Mr. Tigh in the council 
chamber, who told me, he bought two in the caftle from an hawker. But after 
my lord lieutenant had mentioned the book to me, under fuch a charaéter, I 
read it over yery deliberately; and when he afked me what my thoughts of it 
were, I freely told him that I thought the pamphlet was highly feditious, and 

: fit 
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fit to be taken notice of, in order to punifh the author and printer. His ex- Wood’s 
cellencye then declared, he refolved to lay it before the council, and to hate oy 
the dpinion of the chief juftice, chief baron, and attorney general, as to the 172g. 
pamphlet’s being criminal; which he accordingly took, and they were all of 
opinion, that it was a feditious and vile libel, and fit to be profecuted, 
On the 27th of O€tober, my lord held a council, and in a handfome and 
ftrong manner difclofed the tendencye of the paper, and expreffed fuch a re= 
fentment of it, as became a man in his ftation, upon fuch an occafion:; but 
he poke fhort, and thought fit to felett fome few of the many exceptionable 
paflages, and to Icave others to be enlarged npon by thofe who fhould fpeak 
aftcr him. As I was convinced of the wicked pofitigns contained in that libel, 
and how much the publifhing fuch do€trines might, and certainly would turn 
to the prejudice of the kingdome, if fuch things fhould pafs unpunifhed. 1 
thought we fhould att wiflely in taking the advice of the communion fervice, 
which dircéts us to judge ourfelves, leaft we be judged of the Lord. 1 then 
{poke pretty largely as to fome points in the pamphlet, wz. fome of them which 
feem'd to treat the king in an undutiful and difhonourable manner, others 
which afferted an independencye of this kingdome, and one which in exprefle 
words, calls the power ‘of the Britifh parliament to bind Ireland by laws, a 
power fonietumes affumed in the memcry of man. Other paragraphs refleét on 
the wifdom of England, one infinuates (in my apprehenfion) I mean the pare 
Hiament, that they are capable of corruption: Ireland is reprefented as in a 
ftate of flavery, and treated as fiaves by England; nay, when he mentions 
50,000 operators as a neceflary number to diftribute his fire-balls, I doubt he 
means fomething which he dar’d not name, and infinuates as if we were to be 
born down with main force. I therefore moy’d that the attorney general 
fhould be direéted to profecute, &c. All the lords of the council own'd theit 
abhorrence of the pamphlet, as {editious and of dangerous conicquences; nay, 
foe aid one who would not join in figning the order for a profecution, for this 
reafon (if 1 underftand him right) leaft the profecutor fhoutd fail of fucccdle, 
Every body who knows that the firft contelt between England and Ireland 
arcie from the judgement given in the caufe. between the focictys of London 
againft the then hifhop of Derry, now archbuhop of Dublia,* in which the lords * Dr. We 
voted, that an appeal brought by the bifhop againft a decree in the ciancery Brg 
here, was coram non juslice. This matter matter flept for fuveral year, nll fete 
again on foot in the houfe of Jords in Ireland, in the cafe of Sheriock and 
Avellye 
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Aveflye in 1719, by means of the fame man, when the barons of the exche- 
quer were proceeded againft in an extraordinarye manner for a€ting as they 
were direéted by the lords of England, in oppofition to what had been deter- 
mined by the lords of Ireland. But I am not at prefent follicitous to tell you 
the circumftances of this cafe; only thus much I remember, that it prod‘iced a 
certain reprefentation, -which occafioned an Englifh aft of parliament, that 
hath declared that matter of juri{di€tion. The labour of fupporting the jurif- 
di€tion of England fell a good deal to my fhare, and I was treated then as a 
betrayer of the liberties of Ireland by fome who believed what they faid, ‘and 
by others, who had other views, and knew more of the fecret. For the truth 
is, if the jurifdiétion of tle houfe of lords here, could have been eftablifhed 
to be the dernier refort, that houfe confifling generally of foe fmall a number 
of lords prefent, it was always in the power of our bench to determine finally’ 
the property of every man in the kingdome. This was a very defirable thing, 
and much panted after, and I am much miftaken if I did not fuffer for the fhare 
I had in this affair, within one year laft paft. In this debate, I ufed this 
argument to fhew, that appeals were not finally to be determined here; be. 
caufe they muft neceffarily have the power.to expound laws finally, who have 
the power to make them; elfe another perfon may, by expounding them 
contrary to the fenfe of the makér’s will, exonerate, and in effett repeal them. 
This was an obje&tion which could no way be fo fully anfwered, as by re- 
forting to Mr. Molineux’s notion, that they in England could not bind Ireland 
by any aft made there; which is one great pofition of our pamphlett, and a 
darling point of his grace; and from that quarter, I take it, the arrow origin- 
ally comes. The author of the pamphlett has, I think, vifibly had the prin- 
ciple from him. Now this is the man who was carreffed to that degree in a 
late government, that he had vanity enough to obferve he fhould at all times 
be courted in the fame manner his grace of G. was pleafed to doe. The late 
difappointment in the greateft church preferment, hath no doubt greatly irritated 
and exafperated the good man, and hath occafioned the general refleétion in 
the pamphlett, as if no emploiments or preferments were ever to fall to the 
fhare of thofe of this country. That feems to be much infinuated; but no 
man can think the writer takes a way to mend matters in that particular, on 
the contrasy, is doing the moft in his power to have all of this country for 
ever excluded from them. I will fend you the pamphlett, with lines under 
fome of the pafflages of which I took notice, when I fpoke in council on this 
; fubje& ; 
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fubje&t; and hope that your having this matter fett in a juft light, may enable Wood’s 
you to explain any thing that may be offered out of this writer, to the prejudice , sates , 
of Irtland. The council alfo promifed 300/. as a reward to the perfon who ~ 1724. 
fhould difcover the author. But in a little time after it was buzzed about, 
that the writer would come in and own himfclf to be foe; and I heard. from 
my lord lieutenant yefterday, that the archbifhop had been with him, and fpoke 
as if the author would appear and own the writing the pamphlett. This to me 
was amazing, but I can never believe it. I was this morning at the caftle, 
and found the archbifhop im the clofett, but whether any thing paffed on this 
head before my coming in, I cannot tell, but believe the contrary. 

The town concludes a certain dean* of the fame name with our divine, * Swift, 
who lives beyond Shackleford, to be the writer, and indeed the maner and 
nature of it, as well as the flyle befpeak him to be the author. The arch. 
bifhop, the bifhop of Elphin, and Dr. Coghil, declined to fign the order fora 
proctamation. You know that the two latter are the creatures of the 
former. 

I wifh this matter were once well over; and fhal not be at quiet while I 
have any apprehenfions of Wood’s importing his halfpence, which he may 
plainly fee can never obtain a currencye with the confent of the people, but 
if he fhould {till opiniatre the thing, and refolve to bring them in, I am in great 
doubt what may follow upon his doing foe. If the mob fhould be fo audacious 
to meet in a riotous maner to obftruct the halfpence being landed, and the go~ 
vernment fhould think fit to oppofe force to force, what a condition will this 
country be in? No body can tell what follyes the populace may be guilty of, 
nor how far their behaviour may provoke the government to procced to chaf— 
tize and reprefs them. But this isa fubgeét of which Iam weary, and will quit it. 
I have been very kindly treated by my lord licutenant; but I confefle, nothing 
would have uverjoyed me foe much as to have fecn his inftru€tions were to 
quiet our fears of the halfpence ever being brought among us; but this I am 
forry to fay, I have not had the happineffe to be able to expcét from any thing 
that I have yet feen or heard. If things continue long in the uncertainty they 
feem to be in at prefent, I think the country wilt fuffer extremely in its 
trade, and the crown in its revenue, and I fhall foon with my felf at Peperhara. 


Adieu. 


LORD 
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LORD CHANCELLOR MIDLETON TO THOMAS BRODRICK. 


Sa Difficulties about the coinage.—Hints as if Swift and the archbifhop of Dublin 


1724. 


Midleton 
Papers. 


intended io afperfe the revolution. 


(Dublin, November 7, 1724.) I Have your two letters, one dated the 
24th, the other the 31ft of laft month; both which came to me under the 
fame wrapper, which furprizeth me. I have always aéled with the greateft 
refpe& toward my lord licutenant, and will continue to do foe, it being my 
duty to him as lord lieutenant, and what I perfonally owe him on many ac~ 
counts: with which refolution, Ishope it will not be fuppofed to interfere, if I 
continue to follow my own judgement in the matter of Wood’s patent; but I 
find the great difficultye is this, what temper is to be found in the matter? Noe 
body can be foe wild to expett, that fome pcople will put themfclves in the 
wrong from the beginning by owning that the patent, in the manner it -hath 


_ been granted, ought not to have paffed, nor confequently can reafonably 


hope for more then being daily vexed from the ill confequences which it is 
believed will affuredly fall on us, if that coyn ever {hall obtaine a currencye 
here, let the thing be done ecithcr by people’s willingly reccivcing them, or in 
any other maner. This is an end much longed for by every body: but then 
it feems to me, as if fome people thought the thing’s dying of itfelf, will look 
like a vi€lory over the patent, and not confiftent with the honour of thofe who 
were concerned in carrying it on. And if I underftand Mr. Wood’s letter to 
the duke of Newcaitle dated 2g September 1724, right, he feems to think it 
very hard to be foe great a fufferer, as he is like to be by that which he faith 
was originally intended him as a mark of his majefty’s favour. This letter 
being tranfmitted to the late lords juftices; I am apt to think {peaks the fenfe 
of more people than Mr, Wood: but I doe not yet fee who the perfon will be 
that will think foe well of his own underftanding, as to hope he can propofe 
that which may be acceptable to remove this very great difficultye. I doe 
not find the Icaft difpofition in people to accept the 40,000/. nor that any 
body will venture to fay {ach a thing may be an expedient, which (if accepted 
by thofe who appear for the patent) will be made good, if care be taken to 
prevail on, or prevent Mr. Wood’s bringing or fénding over any of his half. 
pence. If any thing of this fort fhould be propoled, 1 doubt we fhould have 
it called undertaking for a kingdome, which you know is the moft likely me- 

. thod 
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thod in the world to difappoint any thing in a popular affembly; fince the 
merit will wholly redound to the honour of the propofers, and others will not 
readily contribute to that which may indeed be thank worthy, unlefs they can 
partake of the honour of having a fhare of the thanks. 

I fent you Wenfday feven night an account of the pamphlet which was brought 


by my lord lieutenant in councel under the confideration of the board. I did 


intend to have lent the book itfelf by fir Guftavus Hume for your perufal, 
with ftrokes pointing at many of the exceptionable paffages in it; but far from 
all. But the knight was failed before I could fend my Jetter to him, foe I 
am forced to doe it by pot; which will be noe inconvenience to you, fince 
your privilege exempts you from paying the poftage, which is indeed much 
more than the prefent is worth. I own upon reading it over mare confider~ 
ately, and comparing it ‘with a pamphtet, fuppofed to be wrote by the fame 
author fome years fmce, exaggerating the feverities this kingdome lies under 
in point of trade’ from the laws made in Great Britain, it is very obfervable, 
that in that pamphlet he affigns the rife of them to have been much about the re# 
volution, and I doubt, intended by that means to infinuate prejudices againft the 
revolution in the minds of the people here; and for aught I know, the author 
retains ftill fome good wifhes to his patron the lord Bolingbrook, and @ that 
caufe, for, whofe fervice he wrote the condu&t of the allyes. It is plain, that 
the matter of the independencye of this kingdome, the complaint of the lords 
not having jurifdittion in matters of appeal, and our not being bound by 
ftatutes made in Great Britain, are the notions which have: for feveral years 
pat been propogated and avowed by a great churchman, who was lately 
thought to be taken into favour, and to have diftinguifhing marks of being fo 
placed in him, in the time of the duke of Grafton’s adminiftration; while I, 
who alway oppofed him in every one of thefe articles, received ufage which 
I cannot forget, while I fuffer under the effefts of it. But why doe I men. 
tion my own little fufferings, when it is poffible I may have firength enough to 
outlive the happinels of my country; if this affair does not take a more fae 
vourable turn than fome people not only wifh but expeét. 

If this bufinefs were moved in parliament, I am fure I would without ren 
ferve {peak my mind without regard to popularitye, and confider the fervice 
of my king and countrey only, in propofing what feems to me the only way 
which feems to be fafe for the people, and at the fame time henourable for 
others. But leaft what I think right may not find the approbation of others, 
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; ae I am not hardy to mention or propofe it, for fear of falling under the odious 
eon name of an undertaker, or having deceived people by my advice, if it thould 
1724. prove unfucceffeful. 


LORD CHANCELLOR MIDLETON TO THOMAS BRODRICK. 


Wood diftributes the Drapier’s irtter to the members of the Englifh parliament. 
— Determination of the people not to receive the copper coinage, although,re~ 
duced in quantity.—Agitated fiate of the nation, and its confequences ingre~ 
gard to the revenue.—Condutt of the friends and opponents of the meafure— 
Expreffes his intention to retire, and difcontent at the rejettion of hts adutce. 
— Proceedings relating to the profecution of the author of a pamphlet addreffed 
to the jurors on the Drapier’s letter, and his fentiments on the buftne/s.—Re~ 
curs to the affair of the coinage: —Shews the little copfidence repofed in heme. 
—~Private overtures concerning an expedient. si 


‘Midfeton © (Dublin, November 17, 1724.) THERE are letters in this town of the 
se tae 5th inftant from London, which give me a good deal of furprize, for certainly: 
minéWated either agth or 31 ft of OAober, about what was done in councel in: 
relation to the difcoverye of'the author and printer of the pamphlett, intitled “a. 
Letter to the whole People of Ireland,’ muft have come to your hand.. If it be: 
ftopped any. where, it is barbarous treatment: for I make no doubt but that: 
hot headed libel (for I cannot term it leffe) is handed about by Mr. Wood: 
and his friends among the members of parliament, and probably will raife 
fuch refentment as may turn to the prejudice of this kingdome, if care be: 
not taken to have it underftood, that the kingdome is in no fort of the mind. 
© Archbithop of the author or his patron,* whom I have pointed out in that letter. The: 
_ pf Dublin. kingdome hath received, and probably may receive more damage by the poli«. 
ticks and' wrangling of thofe two men, than it would have been in the power 
of its worft enemys to have brought upon it, without the affiftance. of ine. 
difcreet and feditious pamphleteers: but fure their follyes and crimes-are not 
to be placed to the nation’s account. There are now three pacquets duc, and 
1 have hopes you will by one of them put my mind at-eafe in this matter, and. 
be able to acknowledge the receit of the pamphlet itfelf, with my marks or 
the margin of it, which I made as a guide to me in {peaking in councel againft 
the moft flagrant parts of the libel, in order to incline the board to ord’ a 
pron 
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‘profecution. The pamphlet went ina later maile, in a wrapper, dated, I think, per 
the ed inftant. Ee 
I wih I could fay any thing had been done here, fince my lord lieutenant’s 1724: 
landing, which had quicted the minds of the people; but indeed I cannot 
with truth acquaint you, that foe defirable an end hath been attained. It is 
true no compulfory methods have been taken to inforce the currencye of 
that coyne (for I will not with the archbifhop think the proclamation had a 
tendencye that way) but on the other hand, no fteps feem to me to have been 
omitted to create a willingneffe in people to confent to the receiving the fumme 
propofed. But as far as I can make a judgement, peopk are at leaft as firmly 
determined as ever in that particular, and I cannot, find by the difcourfe of 
the moft temperate and prudent men in my fphere of converfation, that any 
body feems inclined to receive the reduced quantitye on any grounds whatfo~ 
ever. That really feems to me to be the fenfe of the people in general, but 
the grounds they goe upon, have in my hearing been called nonfenfe; yet in 
our way of thinking (for we have a particular way of thinking from the reft of 
~ mankind, if I underftand that phrafe in a late letter right) there is more fenfe 
in refufing that money for the reafons which move us, then others will allow, 
who no doubt have very different reafons from us on this occafion. 
I hear there is a paper called “ Seafonable Advice to the Grand Furors,” to dif- 
, fuade them from finding a bill againft the printer or author of the letter, full 
of refle&ions on thofe of the councel which voted for profecuting and difco- 
vering the author, and very liable to be called in queftion. But I have not 
feen it, tho’ I am one of the perfons who are reviled in it, having heartily 
voted for a profecution. You cannot imagine in what a condition this king- 
dome now is; no doubt there are thofe who reprefent this affair in the {trongeft 
light they can, to inflame people’s minds with an opinion of very hard treat- 
ment by this patent, and the fteps taken to eltablifh it, as they think. I can- 
not but wilh thofe who have it in their power to efface thofe impreffions, would 
think it deferved their care to do fomething out of hand in it; forthe damage 
which accrews to the publick is very great, while things remain in the ftate in 
which they now are; and the effeéts of this patent’s hanging over our head 
for about two years and an half, are thoroughly felt in the countrey already, 
and will be foe in the revenue, whenever we come to meet in parliament. I 
doubt the demand will then be fuch as will not come within the compaffe of 
we ordinary dutyes, and muft be left unfupplyed, or new funds be found. 
3F2 Now 
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Period 11. Now we have charged every thing that will bear it already, except one, to 


1720t0 1727, 
Nore 


1724. 


which indeed fome people infinuate this affair hath an eye: but indeed I can. 
not fay I know one man in the kingdome that will advife an attempt of that 
kind, as likely to have fucceffe, or that will be hardy enough to propels it, 
whatever they may fay privately in a clofett. 

Our lord lieutenant doth not think fit, or is not inftru€ted to let any body 
know, what is expeéted to put this unhappy bufineffe at quiet, but feems to wait 
in expe€tation that propofals will come from the other fide. But as far as I- 
can judge, no man or number of men will venture on any thing of that nature; 
foe that I think it is the inclination of every body to come to a right under- 
ftanding and agreement, yet I fee no fufficient grounds to hope for fucceffe, 
fince neither fide will begin. One fide may, but feem not willing; the others 
think it not fafe to do it, but apprehend that their faying they have a ready— 
nefle to doe evtry reafonable thing in their power, when they can doe it with 
honour and fafety to themfelves (viz. when called together to advife on na- 
tional affairs) is all they can juftifyably or in prudence doe at prefent; and 
think they ought to be believed in their affirmation, that they will meet in a 
difpofition to aft with great duty to the king and regard te the quiet and hap« 
pineffe of the countrey. 

As for my part, I fee foe many difficultyes; that I have not a profpe& to 
jive foe long, till an happy end is put to them; and I fee that I am not able to 
doe any thing by my advice in this perplexing affair, aind fhall, I think, very 
foon retire into Surrey. My way of thinking is not fuch as is pleafing on 
your fide, and of confequence my advice can have little weight; and all that I 
am like to bring to paffe is to be efteemed too tiff by fome people, and too 
condefcending, or rather complying, by others. Whichever of the two is my _ 
fault, ought to be imputed to want of better judgement: for I have done ald 
in my power to difcover what is the right thing to be done, and have an in. 
flexible purpofc to follow what I think to be foe. If 1am fo unhappy not to 
be able to difcover what is fit to be done, I ought to be pityed, not blamed: 
I have thought foe much of this matter, that I have really impaired my health 
by the uneafinefs of my mind and breach of my reft; but will give over a mat. 
ter in which I fee my labouring is like to be fucceffeleffc, and where I reap no 
thanks for doing what I think right. 

I cannot kut obferve to you, that the firft time I heard there was fuch a 
paper printed, as the “ Seafonable Advice,” was from my lord lieutenant on 18. 

‘November, 
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November, who told me the import of it, but I never faw it till 22 November wee 
at the callle, in the hand of Mr. Tiokel, who read it to the attorney general, Way 
follicitor, and me, who were talking of what had happened the day before in- 1724. 
the king’s bench, when the court difcharged the grand jury for not prefenting & 
that paper as feditious. The manner of doing that, I was told, was what is 
contained in a paper, which comes along with this, and was reduced to writ- 
ing the fame day the thing happened. ‘The town talks of that tranfaction. va~ 
rioufly, and are far from being of one opinion about the difcharging the jury.. 
F or my part, I will not prefume to cenfure the proceedings of a court of juf- 
tice, but will take it to be within their authority to doe it in the manner and. 
on the occafion they have done it; becaufe I am convinced, that courts have 
formerly exercifed that power, and becaufe I know no law which reftrains 
them from doing it. But then it is a power to be ufed with difcretion 
and great confideration; and if what Mr. Conely told me laft Sunday night, 
that 11 out of 23 were for profecuting the paper; I confefle, 1 could wifh 
time had been given to the diffenting 12 to have confidered farther of the 
matter, and poflibly one might have been convinced in two or three days time 
before their next mggting, This. thought of minc I was rafh enough to ex- 
preffe to a certain perfon, who expreffed himfelf foe warmly on the occafion, 
that I cannot but fancy, that this matter was fettled and relolved upon before 
hand: and if foe, in taxing the difcretion‘of the court, I fell into the abfura 
ditye of telling him dat had before confidered of it, that the thing was mis- 
judged. To conclude, the town is in‘a prodigious confternation and ferment, 
and feem to be in the fame condition as the difciples of our Saviour, are men~ 
tioned to be in the 24 chapter of St. Luke, verfe 22.. 

I wifh their fuprife may be as happily removed as that of the difciples was, 
by feeing that thing effected by that perfon of whom they had almoft given 
over all hopes of effecting the thing hoped for. I think it is ufual with phy-* 
ficians to change their courfe,.if upon trial they find the patient grows worle,. 
and the diflemper increafe upon ufing thofe methods which ‘were at firft 
thought the beft. But my zeal for the fervice of my king and countrey, and 
the-honour of my lord lieutenant have carryed me further then one who had, 
greax eoncern for himfelf would have gone. Juft now a very fober man of 
great fortune, and well affe€ted to his perfon and government, exprefled a good 
deal of furprize, that no bill of indi€tment had been drawn againft Harding, 
the printer, and feemed to hint, if that had. been-done, it is pollible the bill might 

: have 
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Period III. have’ been found, which-would have fhewn how little influence the “ Seafonable 
pbs 1737 Advice” had on the minds of the jurors; and indeed it is pretty unaccountable 


27M. 
My 


is 


Midleton 
Papers, 


‘to me, why that hath not been done in all this time, if there be fufficient for 
finding the bill; and this would have put the offence of printing into a legal 
-examination, 

If the receiving any of Wood’s coyne be finally on us, I confeffe noe pro» 
fpe€& of its ever taking effet upon the terms of the patent (willingly) and I 
‘hope it will not be a mark of difaffe€tion in people to ufe that freedome 
-which the laws allowe, and his majeftye doth alfo in expreffe terms. God 
thelp us; fomething is to be done, and we find is expeéted; and I think every 
‘body knows the nature of the expedient, but no body will propofe it, for rea- 
fons very obvious. I look on it as.a great happineffe, that I was [not] con~ 
fulted about laying this paper before the grand jury, and confequently had no 
spart in the advice given; but from my being a ftranger to the whole (which I 
hhear was chiefly under the direftion of the chief juftice and fecretary) you 
will make ‘your judgement in what degree of confidence I ftand. Adieu, 


LORD CHANCELLOR MIDLETON TO THOMA® BRODRICK. 


Hopes that the coinage will not be forced.—The lords juftices charged by the duke 
of Newcaflle with inattention. —Their juftification and condutt.—Effedls of 
the proclamation for the apprehenfion of the publifhers of the Drapier’s let. 
ter.— His opinion of the pamphiet, entitled “ Seafonable Advice to the Fue 
rors.°—And of the condutt of the jurors. 


(Dublin, November 23, 724.) I A'm not at all furprized at your defire 
to be informed of every thing which paffeth here in relation to Wood’s half. 
pence, confidering the hopes you had given me in three feveral letters written 
foon after your, return from Newmarkcett, that we fhould not be preffed in 
that very dilagreeable affair, but left entirely to our own choice, whether we 
would receive or refufe that coyne. I confeffe, I entertained hopes, that in 
a little time all apprehenfions of that money becoming current among us, 
would have vanifhed, and people would have begun to think of their bufi. 
meffe as formerly, and been free from their jealoufies of this coyne obtaining 
a currencye in this kingdome. This is fo defirable 2 thing, that every man 
who hath thought ¢nough to conceive the prejudice which trade fuffers, while 
men’s minds are in the fame fufpence about it as they have been for about two 

years 
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years and a half paft, and how much the kingdome and his majeftye’s revenue pahecads , 
fuffer on that head, muft earneftly wifh it were fettled. But alas! brother, i", 
matters aré much otherwife; and tho’ I cannot decline anfwering your expece 174s 
tations, and letting you know the fituation we are in at prefent (fince you de- 

fire it, and will make the beft ufe of it for the fervice of the king, and this uns: 

happy. countrey (yet I muft take leave to proteft you have impofed a very 

difficult tafk on me, and fuch an one, as I’ would not undertake at the inftance 

of any other man. For I believe letters are fometimes opened, and am fen~ 

fible, that whoever writes on this fubjeé, willbe found fault with by fome 

whofe fentiments may not be eafy to be born, what part foever he fhall take 

in this affair;-which will be thought favourable or unfair, as men are pre-- 

vioufly difpofed, if not’ determined, in:their thoughts about the matter of. 

Wood’s patent.. However, while I confine myfelf ftri€ly to truth, as I ree 

folve to doe (as far'as my knowledge reaches) I think I fhal only fuffer in the 

opinion of others for not judging right, which I can eafily bear; being for a 

long time accuftomed to have greater and wifer men differ from me in opinion, : 

as probably they doe and will continue to doe in this. 

I will now proceed to seprefent the circumftances in which I apprehend 
this city ftands at thistime. By-a letter which the late lords juftices received ‘ 
from the duke of Newcaftie, dated 3d O@ober, they found that his majeftye 
had received repeated accounts, as if Ireland were in fuch a condition as the ° 
quiet and peace of it was in. danger (thofe are not the words, but I take it: 
the fenfe of the letter) and they did think it was pretty ftrongly infinuated, - 
that they had been remiffe. in difcouraging and preventing this evil, and in: 
punifhing perfons guilty of publifhing feditious libets, if not encouraging them 
in foe doing.. This letter:they anfwered, and infifted on their having done 
their duty to-his-majcitye to the beft of their power, and that‘the kingdome 
was free from any difturbances and in perfe&t peace and quiet, and very well 
affefted to his majeftye’s perfon and government. When my lord lieutenant 
was {worn, and the fword delivered ‘to him: by the juftices, I did by their 
concert and dire€tion of the other juftices, tell his excellencyc, that we did - 
with great fatisfaQlion deliver the fword into his hands, and had great pleafure 

-in being ablé to affure him that the kingdome was in perfe&t peace and trane- 
quillitye. But we had a€ted very unfairly if we had faid or infinuated it'was 
in any meafure difpofed to receive Wood’s halfpence, or indeed any part of 
that coynage: for.indeed we know: the contrary; and were fenfible my lord 

lieutenant 
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. Period {E1. lieutenant will be foon convinced, that the averfion to that coyne was infuper- 
re t73T able, as the juftices told the duke of Newcaftle in anfwer to his grace’s, letter 
1724. -of the 3d of O&tober. 

The day my lord lieutenant landed, or very foon after, the “ Ledter to the whole 
People of Ireland’” came out, one of which I fent you with ftrokes under fome of 
the moft exceptionable paffages and feditious pofitions and infinuations con- 
tained in it, and muft refer myfelf to my letter on that fubje& dated 31ft 
‘O€tober, which I find you had receiv’d:on the 7th inftant, at which time the 
pamphlet itfelf had not reached your hand. The publifhing this pamphlett 
fhews that things of that nature might be printed and creep into the world 
without any negle& of the government, or encouragement given by it. For 
I.think my lord Carterett will not be fufpefted in that particular; and his 
excellencye having one of them laid before him by fome perfon, hé called a 
councel, and laid it before them for their confidcration: if the councel had not 
done what became them upon the occafion, they had been highly accountable; 
but I confeffe I think the councel did as much as they could doe in juftice or 
prudence; for which I refer you to my former Ictter. The proclamation 
agreed on in councel, had fuch an effc€t, that Hardjng the printer of that let. 
ter was apprehended and carryed before the chief juftice (as I hear) in order 
to be profecuted for printing the Ictter. Some time after there came out a 
paper called “ Sea/onable Advice,’’ one of which I fend you under this cover: 
you will fee the tendencye of it to be to difincline the grand jury to find any 
bill of indi@ment againft Harding the printer, which I own I think to bea 
a moft impudent and illegal pra€tice, and punifhable by law, under the name 
of embracery of jurors (but perhaps I may miftake in this point of crown law, 
having for fome years paft difcontinued thinking on that part of my profeffion 
which relates to criminal matters). The paper feems to me to goe farther, 
and to endeavour not only to excufe but vindicate the author of the letter for 
what he had faid in relation to the dependency of Ireland, and to leave that as 
‘a doubtful point. I paffe by that part of it which refleéts moft vilely on the 
perfons who figned therder for profecuting the writer and printer of the 
letter, confidering that I am direétly libelled by that paper. There are fome 
parts of that letter which appear to me to be highly criminal; but I doe not 
fay or think they are all. For I doubt the tendencye of the whole is to create 
gealoufyes between the king, and his people of Ireland; and to foment divi- 
fions and mifunderftandings between the people of Great Britain and us; of 
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the confequences whereof I have fully fpoken my fenfe in my fornger letters, es s 
and tremble when they occur (as they frequently doe) to my thoughts, eg 
1724. 
SAINT JOHN BRODRICK TO LORD CHANCELLOR MIDLETON. 
a 


Endorfed in lord Midleton’s hand—* That he had a long conference with Mr. 
Walpole about the halfpence, and the perfecution that I had undergone in the 
houfe of lords, in which the duke of Grafton denys to have had any hand.” 


(London, January 17, 1723-24.) I Deferr’d anfwering two of your’s of Midleton 
the 2d and gd inftant, by laft poft, being appointed by Mr. Walpole to aticnd BApERCs 
him this morning, and confequently defirous of letting you know what paft 
in that converfation. I was with him above two hours this morning, and in 

the beft manner I could gave him a particular account of what pafl in our 
parliament, efpecially with relation to Wood’s patent, which I do not repeat 
to you, who are fo well appriz’d of it. He heard me with great attention, 
and in the conclufion told me, he had been inform’d of moft of the particu~ 
lars I mention’d, but that fome of them were new to him, by which I under- 
ftood he meant the hiftory of all the refolutions we paft, except the firft, the 
perfons that mov’d them, and the motives of their doing it. He then began 
with a proteftation of his not having the leaft hand in advifing or promoting 
that patent, further then as firft lord of the treafury, it muft of neccflity go 
thro’ his hands; and took particular pains to difclaim having had the leaft 
fhare of the advantage, or profpett of any, by it. He faid, that thcfe things. 
were intended as boons from the crown, and confequently, that it muft 
be fuppos’d, and was intended that the patentee fhould have fome profit by 
his grant, and added, that he thought thofe who had with fo much zeal ap- 
pear’d againft this patent, fhould be fure that no petition or paper could be. 
produc’d under their hands, defiring a grant of the like nature; buta good 
deal more to the prejudice of Ireland, it being propos’d, that a pound of cop- 
per fhould be coin’d into three fhillings, whereas Wood’s was only into half a 
crown, This he mentiou’d and repeated in fuch a manner, that I imagin’d 
you were the perfon intended, and when I preft him to explain himfelf, he 
defir’d to be excus’d from naming any body, fo left me to my own conjec- 
tures. Tho’ I know you never had any fhare in a proje& of this kind, yet I 
fhould be glad to have your opinion of the perfon he intended; and expreft 
himfelf againft with great bitternefs, 
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He theh proceeded to.talk of the extraordinary method of our proceedings, 
which he faid, he was afraid would hardly anfwer the end, not being founded. 
even upon truth; that the calculations were falle, and that there never was 
but one fort coin’d by Wood, and thofe ftrittly according to the patent, and 
that all the other forts were counterfeit, having been affur'd fo by Wood. He 
faid, he was the more pofitive in this matter, becaufe particular care was taken 
by the lords of the treafury, to appoint a comptroller, who was very far from 
being a freind fo Wood; that fir Ifaac Newton was the firft that was aps 
pointed, but that he, being old, defir’d, and accordingly obtain’d leave to re- 
fign to Barton his nephew, who had made feverat affays, by which it appear’d,. 
that the halfpence were not only better then any that were ever coin’d before, 
but even exceeded the terms requir’d by the patent. He could not conceal 
his refentment at what paft in our parliament, which he faid, he was afraid 
would hardly attain the end propos’d, every thing there being hurryed in fuch 
a manner as not to give people time to confider of what was proper to be 
done, and therefore they were oblig’d to advife general anfwers, that when. 
gentlemen were a I:tzle cool, the miniftry might confider of fome reafonable 
{cheme, which he hop’d might be agreable. To this I anfwer’d, that the 
hurry and heat with which this affair was carryed, if any fuch there were, was. 
to he imputed wholly to them who had declin’d, and indeed reje€ted all freind~ 
ly propofals; that if gentlemen had underftood, and could have trufted one 
another, I was affur’d things would have taken another turn, and any reafon- 


_able thing that could have been propos’d either by the caftle or miniftry here, 


would have been gone into; but that fince-all meafures of this kind were de- 
clin’d, I thought they who gave fuch advife, and not our freinds, were accounte 
able for the confequences, to which he feem’d to agree. He infifted a good 
deal on the legality Sf the patent, and was afraid that bringing a /cire facias: 
againft it in Ireland, or queftioning it in the parliament here, would rather 
eftablifh than avoid it. I told him, as to the firft, that I was in hopes his. ma- 
jefty’s anfwer, and the psoceedings of our parliament, would in a good mea~ 
fure fecure us, for the prefent at leaft, from the pernitious confequences of 
that patent; and that I faw no fort of occafion for a /cire facias, unlefs it was 
intended, in all events, to eftablifh it. As to the fecond, I thought he would 
confider how far that might be advifeable, and whither it might not create 
fome uneafinéfs in a feffion which hitherto kad, and I hop*d would continue 
to proceed with the greateft unanimity and quictnefs. He feem’d, in this.par= 
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ficular, to have overfhot himfelf, at leaft to have intended to feel my pulfe; Wood’s 


but I had before given affurances that I would not attempt bringing it into , 


parliament here, and had very good reafon to beleive other people would, 
at leaft not be at all difpleas’d that it were done, upon an affurance that the 
houfé here might have had another opinion of that proje& then ours in Iree 
land expreft. 

.This is, as near as I can recolleét, the fubftance of what paft between us, 
which I have fet down in the very order it was deliver’d, having taken notes 
of ‘ali that was faid, as foon as I came home. Upon the whole, I am of opia~ 
nion, this affair is far from being over, and that as foon as the parliament rifes, 
fomething or other will be attempted, but what in particular, I do not pretend 
to guefs. 

From the fubje& of Mr. Wood's coinage, we paft to that, which was the 
principal part of my errand, your affair, which I was advis’d only to talk of 
in general, without entering into particyjars, or expefling a pofitive anfwer ta 
any thing. In this, I found we entirely agreed, fo that after having open’d 
the feveral feps taken by Fitzwilliams, &c. preparatory to the refolutions, 
and the certainty we had of his g——’s being at the bottom of the whole, 
(which however was denhyed) I told him I was fure I need not remind him of 
the confequences which might attend the giving any countenance to fuch @ 
proceeding, which every body here lookt upon as a conteft between his majefty 
and the lords, and not between the lords and you. Thefe were the very 
words of L. C. J. King us’d to me. I then mention’d the conftant good 
affeftion of our family in general, and your’s in particular, to his .majefty’s 
perfon and government; efpecially the fervices which he knew they did him 
laft feffion here; and therefore concluded, that when they were fairly reprte 
fented, as I did not doubt they would be, to his majefty, he would be gras 
cioufly pleas’d:¢o take them into his confideration, and that we entirely des 
pended on his goodnefs and juftice. 3 faid fomething of myfelf, and that my 
principal errand was, by my behaviour in parliament, to convince his majelty 
andthe world, that I had been moft vilely mifreprefented. 

In anfwer to this, I was told, that however he might have been lookt upon 
as an enemy to our family, he never had done any aft to difoblige any one of 
them; tut on the contrary, had done us all the good offices he could, whens 
ever & kay in bis power. That he was fure he had never given gry uncle rea- 
fon to relent any thing, except it were his not being refior’d, as others were, 
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to his employment, the beginning of the king’s reign. That he was nox them 
in the adminiftration, and therefore that could not be juftly imputed to him, 
and that fince he was fo, he had it not in his power to fhew his regard for him. 
As to your particular, tho’ he was fenfible the putting you in the government, 
was alcrib’d to the intereft of other people, yet he affur’d me, ’twas principally 
owing to him, for that unlefs his g——— had confented to it, the king would 
never have order’d it to be done, without removing him, which he was fure 
could not have been done. That he was the perfon who obtain’d his g—~ 
confent, and that, not without great difficulty, being oblig’d to make it a pdint 
between them, and to put an old freindfhip, that had been between them, upon 
it. That after this affair was fettled, he thought fome trifling punttilio’s, as 
not fending the order over under lord leiutenant’s cover, were unneceffarily 
infifted upon, and expreft himfelf with fome warmth againft a freind of your's, 
whom ’tis not proper nor neceffary to name. He then made profeflions of 
the regard and good opinion he had of me, and of his having taken all oppor 
tunitys of fhewing it, when I was laft here, which indeed was in a good mea- 
fure true; that he had endeavour’d to ferve me in the affair of the follicitor= 
fhip, but was prevented by lord Sunderland’s power; and concluded with ge— 
neral profeffions of regard to our family, that he would confider of what I had 
faid, and lay it before the king. I told you before, I was inftru€ted not to 
make any particular requeft, nor defire particular anfwers; the reafon of 

which, I muft not now tell you, and fo our converfation ended. | 
I wont take up your time with making any refleftions upon it, which you 
are much better able to do; but will in a few words tell you, my impartial opi- 
nion of your affair. You have certainly two or three very fincere freinds, 
who have and will employ all their credit and intereft to ferve you, and have 
laid every thing tn a full and true light before ~——-*. No body has yet de» 
clar’d themf{clves openly againft you; and tho’ I am not fanguine enough to 
beleive, as fome of your freinds do, that no attempt will be made.to lay you 
afide, yet I am of opinion, that you are upon a much better foot then you 
were laft year, and that Fitzwilliam’s and his wife freind’s {cheme, has: been the 
luckyeft incident that could poffibly have befallen you. ’Tis certain W—— 
intereft, if employed againft you, is very great; but I affure yau, very far from 
being oninipotent, of which we have had very late proofs; and I cantibeleive 
he will be brought.to lay all his ftrength to do a particular injury to a family, 
who have never diflerv’d himy but have, and probably may have it in sheig 
power 
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power to be of ufe to him; and all this to gratifye the private malice and pique 
of two or three the moft inconfiderable wretches in the world. But-what I 
cheifly depend on is his majeftye’s goodnefs and juftice, who I have reafon to 


know, has a good opinion of your’s and my uncle’s integrity and fervices, and 


will therefore not be prevail’d on to fhew a particular mark of disfavour to a 
family, who, he is fenfible, have. upon all occafions, appear’d méft fignally in 
his intereft, and without vanity, done him confiderable fervice. I at firft in~ 
tended this letter only as a rough draught, but ’tis fpun out to that unreafon- 
able length, that I have not time, nor indeed am I able to write itover. You 
muft therefore excufe the faults of it. 


LORD CHANCELLOR MIDLETON TO THOMAS BRODRICK. 


Lord Carteret zealous in promoting Wood’s patent.—Reprefents the natives 
averfe to its reception—The Englifh cabinet inclined io delay the furrender, 
with the hopes of finally fucceeding.—Thofe who oppofe the patent accufed of 
oppofing the king.—AIs determined to refign.— Mentions lord Carteret’s /ur= 
prife at that refolution.—Reproaches Walpole for infolence. 


(Dublin, March 15, 1724-25.) MY letter of the 13th inftant, which goe» 
by the pacquet, will certainly come to your hand before this can; which the 
attorney general: promifes to deliver into your own hand as foon as conve~ 
niently may be after he gets to London. [I think I can have noe doubt of 
the bearer’s delivering this into your hands, and will therefore fpeak plainer 
Engkifh then otherwife I would venture to doe: yet not foe plain that every 
one elfe fhall- know my meaning as fully as you will. T’his you may depend 
upon, that the perfon who told you in foe folemn a manner, that al! people 
would be left at their own liberty, &c. thought it either neceflary or conve- 
nient for him, to-ufe every way he could think of, that nobody fhould make 
ufe of that liberty to. which they were to be left: no careffes were wanting to 
foften thofe who were fuppofed capable to be made pliant, nor was there any 
difficultye made of letting people know what was hoped (if not expeéted) from 
thofe who had dependancyes, and what the confequences of being refra&tory 
might (nay would certainly) prove. Thofe who were againft warm methods 
at the beginning were not.in fo good grace as thofe who either advifed or were 
concerned in putting them in execution. To be fhort, I cannot but think that 
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world moft likely to effe& it, and to deliver fome people in London from the 
difficulties they have laboured under by means of this patent; and I confeffe 
it is my thought, that more zeal and induftry-could not have been ufed to attain 
this end, then was employed, if the fucceffe of it were to be attended With an 
entire reftitution af the fame favour and employment which he formerly. 
enjoyed. 

You may be fure thofe who were moft zealous enemies to the projeA were 
firft and moft warmly applied to, arid all they could be brought to was ‘this: 
that they believed if the patent was furrendred by Wood before the meeting 
of the parliament, and thereby the fears and diffatisfaftions of people were 
difpelled, gentlemen would not be fond of bringing that matter again om the 
carpett, notwithftanding all the hard treatment and ill language the nation had 
received; but that nobody would go into the giving any thing to Wood in 
ature of a compenfation for giving up the patent. People feemed to hope, 
and promifed to ufe their endeavours, that on this foot, matters of fupply, d&c. 
might goe on in the ordinary courfe; and I am convinced that a certain per- 
fon after having fpent fome time in Ireland, became fo far fenfible of the 
temper of the kingdome, that he gave it to be underftood in London as his 
fenfe, that no endeavours that had been ufed had in any fort reconciled mea 
40 the receiving that coyne, ner had influenced their meaner paffions to an ace 
quiefcence in the pleafure of thofe who inthis affair feem to me (at leaft) to 
a& like our mafters. I believe alfo, that he gave as little hopes of an ealy 
feffion of parliament (unleffe the patent fhould be previoufly given up) as he 
reafonably might, and that he put the manner of attaining _ end, and bring~ 
ing that about upon the Englith miniftry. 

If my accounts from London be well grounded, they pretended ftil to be» 
tieve, that the granting the patent, and all that had been done by the lords to 
whofe confideration Wood's petition was referred, and Woods his manner 
of executing the powers gramted to him, and every thing done in England im 
this matter were right, and every thing done here had been wrong from the 
beginning; and that even giving Wood (but not in expreffe words or by 
name to him) a compenfation for his patent was not at all agreeable to thofe at 
the helm, and would look like a vittory obtained by us here; amd ¥ fancy they 
infifted on drelarid’s being contented with the king’s not going farther to fup~ 
port the patent or create a currency for Wood’s coyne then had been done 
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already, as enough to fatisfye them; which is juft what the order in countet Wood's 
faith, and was fignifyed to the late juftices with dire@tions to make it publick, oy 
for which I refer you to fome late papers delivered you by C. P. from me. 1985. 
It was matter of amazement to thofe with whom a certain perfon advifed, and 
pretended to be much influenced by their advife, to be told every poft, that no’ 
erders were come about declaring what the king intended to doe to remove the 
_ difficultyes which Ireland laboured under, from this patent’s ftil hanging.over 
our heads : but fo it was, enly we were told, that there would be time enough 
before the meeting of the parliament; and that in the mean time no methods 
were ufed to bring them in upon us. Now I am pretty well convinced, that 
the fatisfaGtion (which Mr. S. and others in London had written was ordered: 
to be given to Ircland) meant no more then letting matters remain quiet till 
the mecting of the parliament; and I cannot but think that all hands have been: 
at work to incline men to think it will be advifeable to go on in the ordinary 
courfe of granting fupplyes, without an aétual furrender of the patent, or tak- 
ing the leaft notice there ever had been fuch a thing in the world. However. 
wild this fcheme may feem to you, yet I am fully perfwaded that it is hoped 
and expefted a pufh will be made to go on with what they call the king’s: 
bufineffe, with all convenient difpatch, and if any thing of the halfpence fhould 
be mentioned, to endeavour to poftpone that till the other is finifhed, with 
full aflurances of our having time enough for that and all other matters which: 
relate to our countrey. I have good reafons to be ftrong of opinion (which I 
confefs 1 was not of till very lately) that it is not m their thoughts to give up- 
the patent before the feffion, but fairly to try whether people can be cajolled 
or difcourfed into the meafures from the other fide prefcribed to us; and as’ 
far as I can judge,. there are fome people here who give hopes, that this 
fcheme will fuccecd: but I own I am not of the number; yet cannot find. 
reafons ftrong enough to think I Bave convinced a friend of your’s, that things 
will not anfwer expe&ation. It is very hard to perfwade a man to believe 
that will come to paffe, which he hath a mind to have never happen. When 
L have fpoke my mind freely on this occafon,. I have been afked who the 
people are who will create the oppofition to things proceeding according to de» 
fire; and-have been told that fome people dare not after what-they have done: 
(whether it was meant in this particular or other matters I know not,. but be- 
lieve in other things which have come to the knowledge of a very difcerning- 
man) and that thofe who are not under any apprehenfions from a fenfe of their 
as wa pat 
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paft aQions (whom I underftood by the term ufed, which was others) would 
not oppofe the king’s affairs. You fee that ftill nat giving oppolition to 
‘Wood is called the king’s bufineffe, or that oppofing the halfpence, is to op- 
pofe,the king’s bufineffe, and confequently thofe who will not oppofe him are 
to be underftood to doe it; as on the other hand, thofe who will ftil ‘oppofe 
that patent, are to be deemed obftru€tors of it. Nay fo far have I heard 
matters carryed, that no one body in the king’s fervice, in any flation remow~ 
able at pleafure, will be continued, who fhall not proceed in the method ex- 
pelted, not excepting even the moft honourable the privy councel. 

‘I was on Sunday at the caftle, and delivered my lord lieutenant your letter 
ef the ninth, by which he faw that Mrs, Duncombe's fecrett about fir William 
Thomfon was not fo entirely new, but that I had natice of it from you. He 
feemed a good deal furprized at the later part of your letter, in which you 
tell me, you hope I am putting things into the beft order I can for going into 
England, and told me it could not be reafonable to defire or expeét a licence 
of abfence foe near before the opening of the parliament. I told him I had 
no fuch thoughts; then faith he, you fpeak upon a fuppofition the king fhould 
difmiffe you his fervice before that time (which I doe not beleive): to that I 
{aid, it was not unlikely I fhould attend the feffion in fome capacitye, either 
public or private; and added, that offering the feal about from hand to hand 
till fomebody could be found to take it up, was certainly intended to leffen me, 
and in great meafure did foe: the former he allowed, but not in any fort the 
later, and added, that my enemies could not think I had loft any honour in 
this whole affair, which had been fo long between more than one miniltry and 
me. 

To conclude this tedious fcrawle, I muft tell you that my lord * heart is 
bent on going through this feffion (as if there never had been fuch a thing as 
Wood's patent in the kingdome) and that he thinks I can, and fhal be an ob. 
ftacle to their defigns. Thus far he doth me no injurye, for I have told him 
what IJ intend to doe in that matter; and hope I fhal not be difappointed in it. 
But if he believes that the intimations given out that every body in the king’s 
fervice fhail-be removed who will not comply, can incline me to’ quit, or be 





_filent in the intereft of my countrey, he entertains thoughts lefs honourable 


then I apprehend my condué hitherto in this and other affairs, have given 
him reafor to have of me. I confeffe that from his furprize at hearing what 
you mentioncd in relation to my going over foon, and other circumftances, I 

. cannot 
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¢annot but apprehend, that his view is to have me paffe the feffion on the 
woolfack, and there go through the drudgerye of it, and the reward (which I 
have been fo long and fo often told of) of my long faithful and powerful fer- 
vices, a fuperfedeas. When that comes, I fhall ceafe to be the king’s fervant, 
but net his loyal fubje@. But whenever that happens, it will in other peo~ 
ple’s opinions make me more mafter of myfelf and my own a€tions, then 
when I was inemployment. But I have alway looked on the falary and per- 
quifites of my office, as due to me for officiating in the chancery and elfewhere 
as chancellor; and I thank God I have alway thought myfelf at liberty to a@, 
vote, and {peak in parliament (as a lord) juft in the fame manner, while I was 
on the woolfack as I fhould have done on one of the benches. I have now 
done, and am obliged to Mr. W.* for his honourable performance of all the 
promifes he made me in England; but moft particularly in providing me a 
fucceffor of fuch eminencye as fir William T. is known to be. I will not be 
longer in the power of an infolent man, but will in a little time fave them the 
trouble of doing an aé& they have fo often threatned me with, but for other 
reafons than good will towards me have deffered the execution of their in- 


dignation. 
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Announces the departure of an exprefs, conveying a letter from the lord lieute~ 
nant to the fecretary of flate, flating his requeft to refign the feal— 
Motives for atling in that manner, and for not making a formal complaint 
of ill ufage to the king.——Lord Carteret much diftreffed at his refolution to 
quit. 

(Dublin, May 1, 1725.) THE expreffe which went hence yefterday with 

a letter to the fecretary of ftate, from my lord lieutenant to notifye that I had 

applyed to him, that his majeftye would be pleafed to give me leave to fur- 

ender the ical, will have delivered alfo to you mine of the 28th of April, by 
which you will fee, that I refolved (in compliance to your repeated advice and 

“that of my friends here) to lay down. Nobody was more warm or readier to 

give that advice, then the perfon, whofe fenfe in the matter of Mr. Wood’s 

coyne, Mr. C. told you he had fo much defired, but could not have by his 
being at that time out of town. From that and fome expreffions he latcly 
ufed, I apprehend he may have entertained very vain expeQlations; and if 
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Period IU. my conjetture be in any meafure right, thofe probably mufl proceed from 
insenss 922° tome words which may have, been artfully let fall by a certain perfon on your 


“ a72z5. 


fide of the water to him to bring him into meafures, which the fpeaker of them 
never had the leaft thought of making good. My laft letter told you, that 
poflibly I might defire the trouble of you to deliver a memorial direlly to 
his majeftye; but on confidering that matter again, J thought it not advifable 
to proceed that way, which would put me under great difficultyes as to the 
maner of doing it. To have applyed to his majeftye in blunt terms to have 
leave to Jay down the feal, without affigning any reafon why I made that re- 
queft, would naturally imply a difinclination to ferve the king, of which I am 
fure Iam not capable: if I reforted to the common motives for making, fuch 
applications, indifpofition of body and my advanced age, this would have 
given fome countenance ta the revilings and lyes of Shimei, as if I acknow- 
ledged myfelf incapable to ferve the king in that office; whereas the truth is, 
that I have health of body and ftrength enough to give me reafon to believe, 
1 fhall be able to difcharge my duty on the woolfack this feffion, as well as I 
ever did in any former... To have told the truth; which is, that tho’ I am 
fenfible of as much abilitye of body and mind to goe through with the bufineffe 
of parliament and the duty of chancellor, as I ever have been fince I came into 
that place; but I did think myfelf to have been foe ill treated, that I did 
not look on myfelf in any fort obliged to.run the rifk of a fit of fickneffe after 
the feffion, occafioned by the fatigue of the feffion, This would or might put 
me upon explaining myfelf, whether I meant from or the miniftry, or 
any others, and whom in particular; and I doe not think it prudent to be in 
danger of making fuch explanations as I muft make, if I tell plainly what I 
refent (and I think very juftly).. 

Thefe reafons and the advice of my friends, made me content myfelf with 
defiring my Jord lieutenant to fend no more in ‘his letter, then that I attended 
him on Wednefday, and defired him to lay before his majeftye my humble 
requeft, that I might Lave leave to furrender the feal; and inftead of aletter 
drawn by the fecvetary, founded upon fuch explanations as I had made about 
my. ill treatment at the time I waited on him, and which I then intended to 
mention in my'memorial to ‘the king, and told him foe the night when I firft 
waited on him. The letter drawn by the fecretarye thewed me the. difficultyes. 
i fhould lye under, in fuch a maner, that I could never-agree it fhould be 
fent as prepared. . 





To 
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To fay trath, I am far from thinking Mr. Tickel (who drew it) to have Wood's 
intended any unkindneffe to me in the draught (which mentioned ill treatment eee 
I had received in England lately) and that I found myfelf throdgh want of  azas. 
health, and my great age, incapable to difcharge the duty of my office. 1 never | 
did, ot ean yet with truth fay foe: but my real refolution is, that I will not 
wear my(clf farther out, or run the hazard of fickneffe by the pains I fhall take 
on the woolfack, during the feffion, after the ufage I have mett with; and when 
I know what I thall meet, when the purpofe of thofe, by whofe permiffion 1 
yet continue in my employment, is effeéted by my affiftance. But I believe 
the letter was dire@ted to be drawn by my lord lieutenant in fuch a manner, 
that I might fee how my refentment would look, as put into writing by Tickel, 
and I think he took this to be as good a method to diffwade me from ufing 
expreffions of refentment, as perfifting in giving me his expreffe opinion to 
the contrary, which he fairly and 'ftrongly did, But I muft be juft to him in 
letting you know, that he fent Tickel’s draught to me by Mr. Clutterbuck, 
who left it with me to correét, and alter, and amend as I thought proper. Since 
it was to contain my fenfe, he defived me to expreffe it in my own words; 
and on the beft confiderations of fome of my moft faithfull and judicious 
friends, they and I thought it would be fufficiently underftood by the world 
upon what motives I refigned, without expreffing them, fo I went to the caftle, 
and defired the letter might go in general terms, and foe it is fent. 

His lordfhip, I told you, was greatly fhocked at the refolution I had taken; 
thought I gratifyed my enemyes in it, and fhould leave him under great diffi- 
cultyes to hold a parliament with a new chancellor, who might prove a perfon 
not to be confided in, nor perhaps able to give him much affiftance. 


LORD MIDLETON TO THOMAS BRODRICK. 


Alteration of meafures fince his refgnation.—Hopes of government that no 
mention of the patent will be mage in parliament.—His opinion, and conduét 
of lord Carteret on the bujine/s. 
DEAR BROTHER, Dublin, July 4, 1725. 
ZROM the repeated affurances you have given me lately, that our little COr= Midleton : 
refpondence is thought worth prying into, I chufe to fend this letter by Papers. 
major Renouard, who tells me, he will without fail deliver ie into Allye’s hand; 
and when it once gets fafe there, I make no difficultye of her being able to 
ZH 2 convey 


420 


Period HI. 
1720%0 1727. 
aaa as anemendd 


4725. 


MEMOIRS OF.SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


convey it to you unexamined on your fide of the water.. We are now here 
upon a new {cheme of politicks, which is not to be much wondred at, con- 


 fidering the late alteration at the caftle, by my laying down, and another's “fuc- 


ceeding me. In confequence of which, you may be fure I am trufted in the 
fame maner as undeferving, difgraced, or difobliged people alway are at Court. 
I have all along acquainted you with every ftep I took to difcourage my lord 
Carterett from entertaining hopes of having a quiet and eafy feffion here, un- 
leffe the parliament were fatisfyed as to the matter of Wood’s patent, for foe 
I rather chufe to call it, then Wood’s halfpence, which I believe every body 
feeth can not obtain a currency here, by reafon of the refolution of thofe for~ 
merly in authoritye, and the conftancy of the people in their determination 


not to take them voluntarily; and that his majeftye’s goodneffe and wifdome, 


will not admit of his ufing any compulfory means to make them paffe. No 
man can entertain a thought or apprehenfion that his majeftye will doe any 

thing inconfiftent with the repeated declarations he hath made on this head. 
But in my opinion, the tranquillitye and eafineffe that the people hath fhewn 
lately upon this matter, proceeds not from their being told, that the king will 
not doe any thing to oblige the taking that coyne, rior from the fenfe they have, 
that nothing but compulfion will give it a diffufed currencye in the kingdome; 
for his majeftye’s patent and declaration in councel, were as {trong againft 
ufing any compulfion to enforce that coyne on the nation, as any thing which 
hath hapened fince his excellencye’s landing, and the minds of the people were 
as well known to be very averfe to receiving it voluntarily: nay, foe averle 
were they, that Mr. Wood and his friends were pleafed to argue, that the people 
were on this {core become difaffefted to his majeftye’s government. But in 
my opinion, the feeming eafinefs men fhew of late, by not talking at all about 
them, arifeth from an apprehenfion that fome publick aé will be done, or de- 
claration made at the opening of the parliament, which may render it unne- 
ceffary to undeceive his majeftye and the councel in England in a very mate- 
rial point, viz. ‘whether there was fuch a want of copper coyne as was fug- 
gefted to his majeftye to be in this kingdome, without which fuggeftion, there 
could not have been a pretence for afking, or a ground for granting Mr. 
Wood thofe powers of coyning, which he hath by his patent. Mr. Wood, in- 
deed, was ready with his witnefles, to fwear these was a want of fiich coyne, and 
had the good fortune to obtain credit in that matter, for want of witnefles to 
prove the contrary; for the fenfe of both houfes of parliament, and of the coun- 
cel 
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cel board were not of fufficient weight to the contrary; upon this principle Wood's 


(if J do not miftake) that in matter of property, as Woad’s patent is, the votes 
of either, or both houfes, or addreffe of the councel board are not legal evi- 
dence, much lefs conclufive. 

But! doubt the parliament may be inclined to lay the truth of that faé& in 
another light then it feems to me to ftand at prefent on your fide of the water; 
and perhaps they may fancy, that when a thing is of fo national confequence, 
as knowing whether there be occafion for 14 tons of copper to be coyned into 
fmal! money, to be current for above 100,000/. this matter might have de- 
ferved the confideration of the reprefentatives of the kingdome, or at leaft to 
have been referred to the government and councel of it, and not to be finally 
determined at the treafury upon the teftimony of perfons, who might be either 
concerned in intereft, that Wood might obtain a patent to coyne, or be pro~ 
cured by him and his friends. But my lord lieutenant feems to me, not to 
expett he fhall receive any orders to mention either the patent or proceedings 
had either in England or here on that head at the opening of the parliament; 
and confequently that he fhall not in his fpeech take any notice of that affair 
at all: and he alfo feems to believe other people will be perfe@ly filent on that 
point too, and proceed-in granting fupplyes, and other bufineffe of parlia- 
ment (if there fhal be any other) juft as if there never had been fuch a man as 
Wood in the world, or as if no patent had been granted, or proceedings either 
in England or Ireland relating thereto. 

If thefe be his real fentiments, 1 freely own to you, that I think he will be 
greatly miftaken. But I will now tell you my judgement on his conduét in 
this whole affair. I am well fatisfyed that his own private judgement is, that 
the patent obtained in the maner this hath been obtained, and when the king- 
dome did not want (in reality) fuch a quantitye of {mall coyne as Wood, by 
his patent, is authorized to coyne, and without enquiring into the truth of thai 
matter on this fide of the water; I fay that his opinion, I believe is, that the 
patent is legal (fuch a notion he feems to me to have of the king’s prerogative) 
and that the king, by the law, is the judge of the conveniency to the kingdome 
in granting power to. coyne fuch quantitye of bafe money, as he fhal think pro= 
per; and that he is empowered to give currencye to a piece of copper for,an 
halfpenny, which is not of fuch intrinfick value; allowing the neceflary ex- 
pences of coynage and other reafonable allowances. This I think to be his 
notion, but his good fenfe muff tell him, that fuch a conceffion puts the fubjeé 
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very much in the power of the prince, if he be the fole judge of the quantitye 
of copper to be coyned, and of what intrinfick value the piece to be coynéd 
is‘to be of in proportion to the rate it is to goe att. But I have-no reafon. 
to fay, he thinks the king hath a right to imforce fuch bafe money to be re- 
ceived as Current money by his fubje&ts; by which, added to the belie. “every 
body ought to have, that the crowne will not ufe its prerogative to the detri- 
ment of the fubje@, I apprehend, he thinks the fubye& to be fufficiently 
guarded againft any great and grievous inconvenience from an exceflive quan- 
tity of bafe coyne. 1. Becaufe we fhould not think fo ill of the crown, as 
to believe it will for any private inducement, doe any thing which may be 
prejudicial to the nation in general. g. That there being no neceffitye laid 
on the fubjeét to receive this bafe money, they will be fure to refufe it, when 
there is a fuperfluitye of it; and then there will be an end of coyning, when 
the trafh cannot be uttered or reccived as money. 

But it is now time for me to procced to unfold to you what I mean by our 
new fcheme of politicks. You may remember the matter of Mr. Hackett’s 


~ fetter to me: and to {peak plain Englifh, I am of opinion, every thing is now 


kept perfcélly a fecret from my knowledge, which is realy intended; for fince I 
have from the beginning told lord C. that I always was, and alway muft be 
againft Wood’s patent, in the whole and in every part, and never could be pre- 
vailed upon, either by the moft artful and infinuating letters from England, or the 
great careffes ufed toward me upon his arrival to come into this darling affair. 
{in which I do not find, but that his excellencye went as great lengths in the 
committee of counfel as any body) and fince the more cavalier methods taken 
by him foon after his landing to carry his point, had no more effeét on me 
then his douceurs, I plainly difcovered in bim a coldneffe toward me; he al- 
way treated me with great civilitye, and as far as good words went, exprefled 
himfelf to have a particular kindneffe for me. 1 fhould be glad to be able to 
give one inftance of his favour, unleffe his conftantly advifing with me in the 
moft ticklifh and dangerous affairs to advife in, may be looked on as in- 
ftances. From time to time I fhewed him fuch parts of your letters as in- 
formed me of the manner I was treated in at a certain place, and told him { 
ander{tood very well the meaning of thofe who fett the chace on foot, viz. 
‘that they who could not affiga a ground for removing me, might put me on- 
doing that from refentment, which they wifhed to be dane, but were unwilling 
to doe profeffedly. He could not but know from my telling him what 1 


heard 
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Reard (to all which he alway profeffed he was wholly a ftranger) that I in- 
tended to lay down that which only made me capable of being infulted in the 
manner I had been, and I told him that I certainly would quit, if it continued, 


without defiring him to interpofe, that I might have fairer.quarter. 


Perhaps he did not think I was of fo much mettle to doe what he afterwards 
found I dared and refolved to doe; or to fpeak my mind clearly; he refined 
thus. This man will never come into my {chemes, but lord chief baron Hale 
will; let them proceed to worry M and let him be angry and throw up, 
and then I fhall have opportunitye of bringing Mr. Hale into his place to have 
a chancellor as obfequious, as his predeceffor hath been untraélable. And I 
muft needs fay, that upon the beft confideration of things which I have been 
able to give them, my thoughts are, that for fome time it hath been wrote by 
lord C. that its not to be expeéted things will doe in parliament here, without 
giving the people fatisfa€tion in the matter of Wood’s patent, and I delieve he 





hath fet that out foe ftrongly as to convince the miniftry. I am alfo apt to: 


believe, that to bring them into the king’s giving him inftru@tions,or power to 


give the parliament fatisfaGtion in that particular, he may have given hopes, 


nay affurances of being able on thofe terms to obtain great fupplycs, and in- 
deed, of not being difappointed in any thing that is not very unreafonable in 
point of money, if men’s minds can be made eafy about the patent. But: 
I am of opinion, that he hath defired to be left at liberty, not to mention it: 


in his fpeech, out of hopes that nobody will mention the patent in parliaments. 


but if it be ftirred, and the parliament fhew a fpirit, that he may then have 
the patent in his power to qualifye their heats, and by this means he will come 
at the knowledge of the bold men who fhall venture to appear in the fervice 
of their countrey, and not worfhip Baal, upon whom I have reafon tw believe, 
as great marks of refentment will be fhewn, as men deferve, who having em~ 
ploiments, doe not att as they are bid. 


LORD MIDLETON TO THOMAS BRODRICK. 


Apprehenfions of government left the affair of Wood’s patent fhould be brought 
into parliament by his means—and hopes that by his affiftance things may 


remain guict.—Inutility of the meafures propofed.—Sufpicious that lord 
Carteret ss thwarted by the English miniftry.—Necefity of farisfying the 
people by annulling the patent. 
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DEAR BROTHER, | Deblin, July tz, ryzgs 
Continue ftill (as my wife once called me humeroufly enough) vice chat 
cellor to Mr. Weft, who is not yet landed, nor poffibly may in two or 

three, dayes, if his being unwilling to ride over the mountains of Wales, or 
any other confideration hath determined him to come dire@ly from Chefter 
water, and not ride to Holyhead: the wind is now at Weft and may continue 
longer foe than he is aware of; but the captain of the yatcht will be able to 


tyde it down to the head, and when he gets foe far, will be able to make his — 


paffage thence at leaft, as well as any of the pacquet boats. Before you re~ 
ceive this, I hope M. R. will have delivered into your hands a long letter of 


three fheets, which I at firft intended to have fent to you under Allye’s cover, 
but altered my meafures, becaufe it would then have gone firft to Peperhara 


before you received-it. 1 {hal be very uneafy till I have your anfwer to each 
part of it, as well publick as private. Tho’ I kave not received a line from 
you fince your’s of the fecond inftant, yet I am fenfible you bave had one from 
me, becaufe my lord C. takes notice of mine to him which went under your 
cover, In it, he fpeaks to this effet, that he hopes I will continue’ to make 
ufe of my intereft to keep things quiet here. This caution of his to me, cer- 
tainly arifes from his having ‘been told from this fide, that fuch methods have 
been taken, to prevent the matter of Wood’s patent being brought upon the 
ftage in our approaching parliament, as will attain the end, if I doe not ap- 


‘pear in the matter, and concert meafures about it, and fettit on foot. 


- As for my part in the affair, 1 am kept entirely a ftranger to what is intended, 
if any thing has been determined: nay I am told my lord hath not yet any 
orders in that particular, but he ftil feems to hope that matter (with my 
affifiance) will reft, and that the feffion will goe on very {mooth without men. 
tioniag or thinking of the copper money. I have alway told him he would 


find his miftake too late, and that unleffe men’s. minds were made. éaly in 


that particular, it would certainly be taken up by fomebody; and when it 


 fhould be foe, that it would not be in the power nor inclination-of his fincere 


friends to ftop things from going farther then would have fatisfyed men’s minds 
at the opening of the feffion. To fancy telling the houfes from the throne, 
that the king will not doe any thing to inforce a currencye of that coyne, 


_is no more then the patent fpeaks, and is contained in the report of the com- 


mittee of cbuncel and the king's order of councel thereupon. This I think 
will be foc far from preventing the parliament entring into the confideration 
7 . of 
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of that matter, that it feems to me to furnifh an handle to thofe-who have a 
_mind to bring the.affair.on the carpett. And I confeffe my thoughts to be, that 
there will appear more gentlemen in the matter then feems to.be expeéted. 


I am very doubtful that encouragement is given from your fide to the 


peoplé confided in Here to create my lord C. all the difficulties poflible in the 
feffion, and. if'a ftory be true, which I lately heard from noc ill hand, he 
will find not only Kule affiftance, but hearty oppofition from a quarter whence 
it feems to be little apprehended. Now methinks you might, as you are going 
toward Peperhara, call on a gentleman * who lives a very little out of the road, 
and tell him that which I have often endeavoured to perfuade his friend to 
be the truth of the cafe, that (unlefle it be refolved in England) that we fhal 
fpeak our minds freely in. what maner the nation hath been treated in the mat- 
ter of Mr. Wood from the beginning to the end in the plaineft maner, as well 
as in procuring and paffing the patent, as how the parliament, privy counfel, and 
nation have been ufed, &c, I fay, if this be not the with of people, fome ftep 
fhould be made to quiet men’s minds, that neither this patent.nor any ob- 
tained for the private benefit of any body without the application of the king~ 
dome, or foe much as acquainting the government and councel of this king- 
dome, that it was fuggefted that there was a want of copper money, or direét- 
ing the truth of that faét to be inquired into, in Ireland; fhal be ufed or put 
in pra@ice. But if the long ftep taken at the T—— in granting the patent 
upon fuch information as preceded the obtaining this, muft in all events be 
fupported, and made a point of prerogative, I cannot but think the parlia~ 
ment will look on their property to be touched too nearly by fuch a pofition 
as juitifies the manner of obtaining and granting this patent, not to doe their 
beft to prevent their falling into misfortunes, which they believe will follow 
from this point being once infifted om in the manner it hath been (in my opt. 
nion) unlefle it be receded from. _ I know how difficult a thing it is, to bring 
great people to doe all that will be. withed on this occafion: but I now write 
while there is time to doe what may prevent warmth in our approaching fef~ 
fion; and I confeffe I do not fee that any thing leffe then what I have hinted 
at, can attain that defirable end. 

| This, this, is the way and the:only one I can think of having things saeeed 
fmoothly in parliament: till. we were bleffed with a bank and a copper patent, 
every thing proceeded quietly here the people gave what was demanded to 
fupport the eftablifhment, nay ex abundanti encreafed their own expence by an 
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ing into private pockets (I mean the, projeftors of the bank and Mr. Wood 

and his partners) they could not digeft thofe proceedings. Methinks you 
may better difcourfe this matter where it is proper, then that it fhoufd be 
done in a letter direétly to the party; in which I fhould not be fond of freak 
ing my thoughts foe plainly as to the king’s prerogative and the proceedings 
at a certain place where you were a witneffe of what paffed, as I reafonably 
may when I write privately to one whofe eftate lyes in this countrey, and to 
whom I have foe near a relation as I have to you; in whom I entirely con= 
fide, that you will make no other ufe of what I write, than to confider whe 
ther what my thoughts on this fubjeft are, may be of any fervice to the king 
and this poor countrey in the very difficultyes we tye under. For it is certain, 
nothing can be foe fatal to ouf happineffe, as to lye or fall under the difplea- 
fure of the king, or the refentment of the miniftry. Now unfefs fomething 
can be done to prevent the heats, which I think will unavoidably happen irr 
our parliament, if it open without giving better fatisfaftion about Mr. Wood's 
coyne then (I fear) hath been yet given, I confefle I have a very melancholy 
profpeét of the fucceffe of the feffion. 


LORD MIDLETON TO THOMAS BRODRICK. 


Conjectures that lord Sunderland was the original author of Wood’s patent, and 
_ thence accounts for the zeal unth which lord Carteret promoted tt. 


(Dublin, Auguft 15, 1725.) WHEN Wood’s patent was heard of firft, 
I caft about to find who.was the perfon for whofe benefit that worthy projc& 
was fett on foot, and truly the firft way my thoughts turned, was to confider, 
whether this might not fpring out of a former patent, granted to alderman 
Knox, the intereft of which came to the late earl of Arran; and I did fancy 
this might have taken its rife-from that root, efpecially when I confidered the 
relation there is between thofe who are defcended from lord Arran’s keireffe, 
and fome verfons in very confiderable power at the ‘time of thé. pafling that 
patent, Under this miftake, I continued, till a friend* of yours, who is now 
on the continent, gave me an account from the court ‘tf where he was at that 


t Lord Car- time, that a ceftain perfont, to whom I recommended him, end who allowed 


teret, pro-- 
bably. 


him familiar acceffe, feemed: to efpoufe the patent in a warmer manner then E 
did believe he would have done, as a matter which was undoubtedly the king’s 
pre~- 
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prerogative, &e. I then began to fufpeft that my firlt conjeGture was wrong, and 
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that any perfon reprefenting jord Arran or their friends had the projeQling or paisa 


bringing the {cheme to the perfeftion it came afterward. And 1 doe confeffe, 


that the judgement given by Salomon about the true mother of thg child 
(whicl was grounded upoa the real concern which appeared in one of the 
contending ‘partyes, to prevent the death of the child) hath influenced me a 
good deal in my opinion, that the friends of thofe who feem not to have half 
foe much concern for the event of this affair, as another perfon feems to me 
to have fhewn for feveral months pait, are not fo much at the bottom of it, as 
I once believed, and that this was the offspring of one (who is now fn his 
grave) and for that reafon, as well as to keep well with thofe who are to gett 
by it, hath been ftrenuonfly fupported by his furviving friend. Of the truth 
of his endeavours to fupport it, I need no proofs, but am to feck for a reafon 
for a wife man’s doing it; foe far as I think this hath been carryed, unlefle 
there were fome very ftrong reafon to induce him to doe ali in his power to 
endeavour it. This is moft certain, that Mr. W * difclaimed, and doth 
difclaim having any hand in it, or other. notice of it while it was in agitation, 
thtn fuch as he neceffarily muft have by his office, and I have it from a 
good hand, that he declares he all along was in his judgement, and declared 
himfelf againft the thing as very unreafonable in itfelf. 

What I have already wrote, I intend as a foundation for my following con- 
jeQure, that all methods have been hitherto taken, and I believe will be ufed 
to have the fall as eafy as poffible; and perhaps the fecurity of this poor coun« 
trey from any ill confequences which it may fall under by mcans of this patent, 
or from fuch a precedent, may be thought of leffe concern to be remedyed, 
than the covering what hath paffed in the manner of obtaining this grant. 
This gonfideratian may lead you imto conjeftures, what is advifed from. the 
friends of the patent here, by which I think thofe on your fide of the water 
will a good deal be guided in their meafures to quiet this affair. Howdar 
fuch endeavours to cover, &c. will attain the end aimed at, which is faid to be 
it quiet the minds of the people by giving them reafonable fatisfaGtion, &c. 
1 doe not know, butef this I am certain, that a friend of your’s fecmed to 
me to be in great warmth, when F difcourfed with him laf on this fubje@, and 
deemed to. think the a@ual furrender of the patent would be infifted on; I 
fay, 1 obferved a great deal of heat and diffatisfaGtion as far as I could judge, 
dy the manner in which he deported himfelf, and fome expreffions which 
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your’s of the gd (which is the lateft I have received from you) and will ,con~ 
fider, when you know from your friend in London, what will be done, whether 
that wajl in your opinion be fafe, and to the fatisfaGtion of rational men, who 
really have the good of their country, and not their own private intcfefts in 
view, and take your meafures accordingly. But the time is coming on very 
fat, and what will be done, will be (I think) at the’ very beginning of the fef- 
fion, when not one man of the ftanding troops will venture to be abfent: (on 
pain which may enfue) and a vote then will determine the fate of this affair, 
and I think of our countrey too in confequence. 


LORD MIDLETON TO THOMAS BRODRICK. 


Declares that nothing le/s than an aftual furrender of the patent will avail. 
DEAR BROTHER, Dublin, Auguit 19, 1725. 


Ya letter which I received lately from the perfon at Chefter, under whofe 
cover I have fent my letters to you at Bath lately, I have reafon to be- 
lieve that moft of mine are come to your hand, which went that way, becaufe 
my correfpondent owns the receit of them, and affures me, they from time to 
time were forwarded by the croffe poft. I have given you the beft and ear- 
lieft accounts from hence, that I can learn; for you-may be fure I am kept 
entirely in the dark as far as poffible; and yet there is not a movement they 


_make, or any fcheme undertaken by them, but comes fome way or other to my 


knowledge. 

1 have already told you, that Mr. C—— came to me on the day I took 
phyfick, and by that means could not attend at the caftle according to ap- 
pointment, altho’ I promifed to doe foe, and that the main of his bufistefle was 
to take my opinion, whether nothing would doe but giving up the patent; -and 
the anfwer I made, that in November lait, I had, with the privity of amy lord 
lieutenant, difcourfed feveral gentlemen ‘to know their mind and refebution in 
that particular, who nad all unanimoufly declared their fenfe to.be, that no. 
thing but an a€tual furrender and giving up of the patent could: prevent that 
affair being mentioned in parliament; which was alfo my opinion at that time, 
and that I knew not that any one of them had altered his thoughts fince, and 
believed they had not, nor had I altered mine. Prodigious induftry hath 
been ufed to foften this affair, as to the maner, and I muft tell you, that the 

perfon 
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perfon to whom your laft letter feems to impute your not clofing with Dr, Wood's 
Hackett for the purchafe of a certain farm, wrote & me lately.to this pur-, igo 
pofe, that for his part he thought a declaration from a certain place, that we 3735, 
{hould never be troubled with the halfpence, would be fatisfaftory to him; but 
that hé was white paper, and if convinced that was not fufficient, fhduld be 
guided by his friends; but faid, he {uppofed it was not intended nor expeéted 
he fhouid take the lead, 
If you turn to iny letters, you will find one dated in November, which con- 
tains an account of a converfation between half a dozen gentlemen of figure, 
who ‘dined at my houfe with the privitye of my lord lieutenant, that I mighs 
know what their fenfe was as to the maner of putting people's minds at eafe 
about Wood's patent ; and you will there find, that not one of them thought 
of any thing leffe then an attual furrender and giving up the patent. Upon 
this point, I all along inlfifted, and was accordingly treated; the fame letter 
will alfo tell you the names of gentlemen who agreed in thai opinion, no one 
diffenting. I believe the Englifh air really hath effet on moft, of our coun- 
treymen, who goe over; and I doe affure you, it hath had very great influence 
on feveral, particularly on your tenant, and the gentleman of whom I gave 
you caution, under the ‘charaGter of a perfon very ambitious; of which he 
gave you a fample in his difcourfe, whether the mattcr of the halfpence fhould 
be entred upon before other bufineffe. 
My laft letter to you by the croffe poft, of which the whole fuperfcription 
is in my own hand (whereas in others I leave it to Mrs. Kenna to fuperfcribe) 
is to ward againft an aftual furrender being declared 





tells you how aétive 
from the throne, or being made, if I underftand him right. But I fancy that 
point will be got over; but am fure it will be with the utmoft relu€tance and 
regret. But I now hear we are to have the old way of accounts being laid 
before the parliament, which was condemned in the feffion in 1703; for which 
we fent fir William Robinfon to the caftle, and voted him incapable of any 
public emploiment, revived. His fault confifted in this; in ftriking a ballance, 
by which the debt of the nation appeared to be one hundred and three 
thoafand and odd pounds more then it would have been, if credit had been 
given for cafh in colleftor’s -hands, and for feveral folvent branches of the 
revenue, that were not then colleéted. I fhould be forry any thing of this 
kind fhould be revived now, or endeavoured to be brought agawh into prac- 
tice, becaufe I think the attempt wil] not fuccecd, and a difappointment will 

not 
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Peripd 111. not be at all for my lord lieutenant’s honour; or if it fhould-fucceed, I think 
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it will be extremely hurtful to the kingdom. I hear a certain perfon, ap- 
proves the thing extremely, and that the officers who are to prepare the pas 
pers to be laid before the parliament, have dire€tions to draw the demand at 
full, without giving the nation credit for fome things, which I doubt tHe par- 
liament.will think ought to have been brought tocredit. This isan odd paf- 
fage, but I verily think there is fomething in it, and fure you had fome hint of 
it, when you fay in a late letter, that if you find {chemes are framing to bring 
us into fuch a debt as mutt ruine the nation, you will come over to give your 
affiftance to prevent it. For God’s fake (without the loffe of one poft}) write 
to London for a copy of Wood’s laft petition, which was referred to the cam- 
mittee of councel,-and upon which they made the report, which was the foun- 
dation of the order about the commmiffioners of the revenue recalling their 
orders, and the lords juftices publifhing the king would not inforce that coyne; 
for much depends on it. 


LORD MIDLETON TO THOMAS SRODRICK. 


Surrender of the patent communicated to the councel.—Proceedings and: joy 
thereupon.— Difficulties to be apprehended about the manner of addrefjing the 
king.—TIs inclined to promote the fupplies. 


(Dublin, Aug. 27, 1725.) YESTERDAY morning my lord lieutenant’s 
private fecretary monfieur Balaquier came to my houfe to acquaint me Mr. 
Edgecumbe was landed, and had brought difpatches concerning a matter of 
confequence; and that my lord intended to impart the news firft to me; to 
which end he was ordercd to call on me, and tell me his excellencye defired 
to fee me at the caftle as foon as I could this evening. Before he came I 
had received my friend’s letter of the 14th inclofed in your’s of the fixteenth 
from the Bath. But by the by, whoever recommentled that meffenger, would 
hardly have thought him a proper perfon, if he had been privy to the import 
of your letters for that gentleman withdrew from Ireland to avoid being ex- 
amined as to his knowledge how far a certain great man knew of, or was con# 
cerned in the procuring or fupporting that patent: I mean h¢ who faid, that 
ford M. was at length turned out. If opportunitye offers, you or any freind 
of mine may fay his favorite patent is brought to an end, notwithftanding all 
the methods taken to reconcile people to is. 

The 
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The matter was imparted to me at the caftle under the greateft confidence, . 


as nat having been communicated to any body before; but I could not con- 
ceal its being no news te me, whe had an account from another hand; and I 
can no more conceal from you, that 1 mett the fpeaker coming out lof the 
caftle juft as I came into the yard, but pofibly it was not told him. My lord 
imparted the thing tothe councel, which was faid (by the fummons) to be called 
on extraordinary bufinefle. Every body, you may be fure, was extremely de« 
lighted with the news, and they feemed to me to fhew mott joy, who had 
hitherto never given that proye€&t any avowed oppofition. But the fpeaker’s 
zeal carryed him foe far, as to ufe this over rhetorical expreffion, that he be~ 
lieved God Almighty infpired.che miniftry, who adviled his maicftye to the 
meafures he had taken to have ahe patent furrendred, and, as I underftood, 
he faid, he rofe io congratulate or give thanks in the name of all the people 
(the laft words he a€tually ufcd) and {hould propofe an addreffe of thanks to 
his majeftye, if he were not fenfible that would more properly be moved elfe- 
where, and I think, ventured to undertake for one, if not both boufes of par~ 
liament, that,the thing would be done. Which put me in mind of a paflage 
in one of Shakefpeare’s playes, where Owen Glendowcr (a proud Welchman). 
im a rant faid, that at his birth the fkyes were all on fire, to which Harry 
Piercy anfwered with juft contempt, that foe ey would have been,: if his 
mother’s catt had kittened at that time. 

My lord lieutenant, you may be fure, reprefented the thing in the ftrongeft 
terms as @ great condefcenfion, and an a€t of great goodneds in his majeltyes. 
and this I think might reafonably be expetted to be his ftyle, but the arche 
bifhop gave it the term of a piece of juftice done by his miajeltye to this king 
dome. I confeffe that I apprehend the truth hes (as it often doth between 
difputants) in the middle, and that neither of them was in the right (to peak 
the real truth) if they confined their thoughts to the narrownefs of the expref- 
fions by them uled. For my part, I doe think the eafing the kingdome of 
that patent, was an a€t which the king owed in jultice, and which they might 
with modeftye hope from his majeftye’s tender regard for, and affection to 
them. But 1 doe not think that the king was in any way obliged in jultice to 
take thofe methods, which brought Wood of his own accord, without a judge. 
ment againft the patent, to furrender and give it up. And this certainly was 
a condefcenfion in his majeftye, and a great a€t of his goodneffe, and a {trong 
inftance of that gracious difpofition towards this kingdome, which ought to 
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Period I. remove all fears of his entertaining any other thoughts of us, then as of a very 
y tesa lad loyal part of his dominions, to fay nue more. 


" agag. 


My lord lieutenant told me yefterday, he refolved not to make the fpeech 
on the,7th of September, but that the houfes {hall meet tren, and the commons 
iffue writs for new members, and the new peers and bifhops be introduced; 
and that then the houfes fhould adjourn for a week or ten dayes, that the 
kingdome might, previous to the meeting of the parliament, be acquainted 
with the patent being laid afide. I forefee fome difficultye, that I doube will 
arife about the maner of addreffing. Every body will with great duty and 
gratitude own his majeftye’s goodneffe in what hath been now done; but how 
that will be done foe as not to give offence by mentioning the redreffe to have 
arifen upon the addreffes of the houfes, complaining of the-patent (which per- 
haps will not be liked) or elfe by making the thing a meer a& of grace and 
favour, to which this ftrong obje€tion may be oppofed, that the parliament 
hath, by their feveral addreffes, mentioned this patent (in the maner it was 
obtained) to -have been unprecedented, and very prejudicial to the kingdome; 
to which his majeftye hath anfwered, that the patent he granted to William 
Wood, was what his anceftors had from time to time done, &c. ‘Thefe are 
not his words; but by my fenfe, he by his anfwer claims it to be his right to 
grant a patent in the fame maner, and upon the fame information he granted 
this; and truly he hath been told all was right, that the kingdome wanted {mall 
moncy, and that his majeftye had not been mifinformed, &c.; but I confefle 
thefe are not the words of a certain report, but I take it to be the fenfe of it. 
If then we own the procuring the patent to be furrendred to be an att of grace 
and favour; is not that an allowance, that in juftice it might have been infifted 
upon as duly obtained and granted? and if that be foe will it not be in the 
power of the crown at any tithe hereafter to doe the fame thing? though I am 
perfuaded, fince this experiment hath hitherto had fo ill fuccefle, and met foe 
ftrong oppofition, I doe apprehend, the boldeft minifter will not think it ad- 
vifeable foon to fteer the fame courle. 

But there feems to me an appearance that people may differ as to the me- 
rit of the thing. Some will believe they doe all that can be reafonably ex. 
pefted from them, if they forgett what is paft (and that hath been a great deal) 
and proceed to bufineffe, and give fuch fupplyes as they fhould have judged 
reafonable, if the day of paffing Wood’s patent had been (as Job wifhed the 
day of his birth had been) not joined to the dayes of the year. But if I ap- 

prehend 
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prehend things right, it is hoped and perhaps expeéted, that in the joy of our 
heatts for this great conde/cenfion, we fhall fupply very liberally, and perhaps be 
leffe {tri@ in {canning and looking into money matters. But the archbifhop 
put the thing in this light the other day; a man (faith he) throws me into a 
mill pond, and then pulls me out of it, all over wett: hath he done re a fa« 


vour, taking the matter altogether? I own, if we can fteer clear of the dif. | 


_ficultyes arifing from the maner of addreffing, I fhal be inclined to wink at 
any tolerable exceeding in the ’fupply, without enquiring with eagle’s eyes, 
what,is to be done or hath been done with the money. If 1 fhould fufpe& 
that it went a certain way, I fhall confider whether in prudence we are obliged 
to be too inquifitive, and to put this difficultye on gentlemen who with well 
to their countrey, to make them alway obnoxious, and give others opore 
tunitye of confirming the great men in England, that they (and they only) now 
(as formerly) fupport the king’s interefts. If you think I am wrong in this, 
you muft not judge by the rules men are to take, who expe to live in this 
world with any quiet; but I cannot fay, that I think the thing ftri@ly right. 
Farewell. I affure you, I am glad the thing is fo well over. ‘Pray God fo 
unreafonable a fupply be not pufhed for, as may divide us more then we have 


yet been. 


LORD MIDEETON TO THOMAS BRODRICK. 


Confers with lord Carteret about wording the addrefs of thanks.-Is detere 
mined to att with moderation and refpeét to the king. 


(Dublin, September 16, 1725.) I Had executed my promife to you in 
part, before I received your laft, by declaring I would with the greateft foft. 
neffe and duty to his majeftye, acknowledge his goodneffe in eafing us from 
the apprehenfions and fears we lay under from Wood's patent, by his ma- 
jeflye’s interpofing foe far as to have the patent refigned and furrendred. But 
at the fame time, 1 infifted on it, that we fhould fay it was done upon the 
humble reprefentation laid before his majeftye by the parliament. The perfon 
with whom I difcourfed feemed much to diflike the later words,, but was for 
our faying, that the royal condefcenfion and goodneffe of the king in procure 
ing the patent to be furrendered, filled the hearts of his fubjets with a deep 
fenfe, &c. and that the aétual furrender, &c. had given us entire fatisfattion. 
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Period 111. Much ftreffe was laid on this, that it would not be faid in the fpeech that it was 
C2 OLE the meer condefcenfion and geodneffe of the king; but 1 could not underftand 


1725. 


that condefcenfion (without any other word) meant any thing but «meer 
condefcenfion, or goodneffe any thing but pure goodneffe. I could not but 
obferve great anxiety in the perfon with whom I converfed on this affair: 
and I with all poffible carneftneffe intreated that room might be left us who 
wifhed as well to his majeftye as any people in this or any other of his do- 
minions, to join in the addreffe, becaufe, unleffe it were an unanimous one, 
it would not be foe graceful, nor really foe much for his majeftye’s fervice, 


_as if it was the unanimous a& of every member of the refpcttive houfes, as I 


thought, it would or (at leaft might be) if notice were taken that in condefcen- 
fion to the fupplications and reprefentations of his parliament, his majefty had 
been pleafed to interpofe fo as to obtain a voluntary furrender of Wood's 
patent, and thereby had removed all caufes of apprehenfion from any dangers 
which might fall’on this kingdome by means of itt. 

Every body fecth what the difference in the dition is; and with what 
views one {éems to be infifled on by fome, and to be difliking to others. I 
know not what the event will be, but he with whom I talked feemed confi~ 
dent of fucceeding in the method he liked beft, but at the fame time to tell 
you the plain truth, I have great reafon to doubt it. Time will try; for 
Tuefday draws on apace, and that night will give a fhrewd light into the fuc- 
cefle of this feffion, which I will endeavour to render an eafy one, yet ftill 
with a referve that the Inake that feems now to be frozen to death, may not 
hercafter be found to have fo much life left in him, as will enable him to fting 
us to death. I think very much depends on the prudence and temper of the 
houfes in this great event; and I affure you I will fet guard on my lips that 
I offend not with my tongue. The ill treatment I have received fhall not urge 
me to doe any thing from refentment, to the differvice of my prince or the 
prejudice of my countrey; and I Yefolve to have a ftri& watch over the 
warmneffe of my temper, and not to permit it to carry me into any thing 
which is not perfettly confiftent with the rules of virtue and duty. But ftill 
my main point is to fteer clear of any thing which will in confequehce be pre~ 
judicial to this kingdome ; and in thefe points I am unalterably fixed and de~ 
termined, 
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LORD MIDLETON TO THOMAS BRODRICK. Wood's 
= Patent. 


Is coldly received at the caftle.—Condudt of lord Carteret explained.— Fuflifies re 
“hin self againft imputations of ingratitude. a: 


(Dublin, November 17; 1725.) I Have not been at the caftle fince Sun- Midleton 
day, when I was ivoked on very coldly, foe that confidering how much worfe Papert: 
matters have gone fince that time, I have no great ground to hope being bet- Extra - 
ter fooked on when I go thither next then I was on Sunday. I was not 
thought worthy to be fpoken to on Sunday, about what would or fhould be 
done the next day, tho’ Harry Boyle was conduéted into the clofet by the 
bifhop of Limerick, and immediately followed by When he came 
out, we found it was to endeavour to divert the florm the next day, or to gett 
light into what was intended to be moved by the countrey gentlemen. But 
no impreffion could be made on our countreyman. 

To come to a conclufion. I labour under very oppofite paffions, joy that 
my countrey is (I hope) delivered from that which its reprefentatives thought 
would be very pernicious, and concern for the uneafineffe which (I believe) a 
difappointment hath given »* and leaft the ill fucceffe here may have a © Carteret, 
farther influence on him elfewhere, I will in few words tell you my thoughts 
about him, which muft go no farther. He was at the beginning poffefled with 
an opinion of the legalitye and innocencye of the patent as no way hurtful to 
us, He was as deep in the confent of parliament, juftices, and councel, and 
whole kingdome, as any one lord of the cockpit; he thought reducing the 
fumme to be cdyned to 40,000/. was a matter of great grace and favor, and 
might have been reprefented in fuch a maner here, as that the fumme would 
have been willingly received. He came over with an opinion that the jufticcs 
had been remiffe in laying before the country the matter of reducing the fumme 
to 40,000/, and hoped by his addreffe, to have reconciled people to it, or if 
they fhould he refra€lory, to have made it underftood, that it would not be 
for the fervice of thofe who made oppofition. Att his firlt coming, he gave 
him‘elf an air of ictting people fee he expeéted to meet no oppofition, or to 
farmount all he fhould meet, and of making thofe who were fo hardy to give 
oppofition, repent it. I believe the profecution intended againft the Drapier’s 
(bad) letter, was intended to intimidate him or any other pecfon feom writing 
on the fubje& of Wood’s copper coyne, and not only for thofe things which cvery 
body allowed the paper to be faulty in; and éhis I believe from particular rea~ 
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. fons. He found (in a while after the grand jury had refufed to ra ieee the 
Lenny letter, and after he faw in what maner the difcharging the grand jury was re« 
fented) that the temper of the whole people was averfe to Wood’s coyne, and 
that jt was not a faétion or party only raifed againft it, that there was a necef. 
fitye t6 doe fomething to pacifye people’s minds; but faw the method pre 
fcribed.to the juftices (to publifh’ the redu@tion of the whole fumme to 
40,0002.) would be of no avail. His next thought was to order the 
judges of affize to affure the country in their circuits, and to fatisfye the 
people the halfpence would not be brought in among them: and this ‘they 
did fo far, that the countrey feemed eafy and mot to be under much con- 
cern on that account; but that proceeded from an opinion they had, that 
the patent would be called in or given up before the meeting of the parlia- 
ment. Whereas it is very poffible he expeéted the parliament might be 
brought together, and meet in fuch a temper as (if the halfpence were not 
brought into the kingdome, nor the patent given up) it might remain in beings 
and all that had been done would have been patfed over in filence. It is 
true, that ——— read part of a letter to me, which (as it was read) feemed to 
me to impart, that it was his opinion, the patent muft be given up. But 
matters were fo ordered between your fide of the’ water and this, that we 
heard nothing of the refolutions taken in England till Auguft laft, when the 
parliament was fitting, and what paffed then you well know. Then the giving 
up the patent, and his majeltye’s part in it, muft be reprefented as matter of 
condefcenfion and royal favor (againft which I advifed, apprehending it was 
meant as a fhooing horn for attaining fome things which could not with any 
good grace have been infifted on otherwife) and I much doubt, fome hopes 
if not affurances, have been given by that fomething very fatisfattory to 
the perfons who had obtained that boon fhould be found out. This, I fear, 
is at the bottom; and if it be, the difappointment will be as far fatal as the 
loofing the fupport of the perfons who expeft, can be foe. Adieu. 

‘The fuccefle at the beginning of the feffion in carrying the words royal fa- 
vour and condefcenjion, in the addreffe to his majeftye, and of fupplying the 
deficiencyes in that to my lord lieutenant, gave, I believe, fuch hopes, that it 
was believed nothing could be propofed that would not be carryed; but men. 
fhould diftinguifh between general expreffions of compliment in addreffes, and. 
votes for taxing tke nation: men weigh the later more before they come into 
them then they doe the former. . 

I will not conclude this without telling you, that a gentleman of my ac. 

quaintance, 
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quaintance, who hath a friend very converfant at the caftle, tell me his friend 
informed him that the common topick of difcourfe at the caftle is the obliga- “Oy 
tions lord * hath laid on lord M——— and that all thefe difappointments 1725. 
are owing to the later. I afked him whether lord M. was taxed with having * Carteret. 
promifed any thing which he did not perform, he faid not. I have often 

heard M. fay he owed great obligations to lord C. and I am fure he never did 

nor ever will difown them: but I have reafon to believe he never could think 

it juft, honourable, or handfome, to pay a perfonal debt of gratitude, by afting 

in a publick truft contrary to that which in his judgement, was expeéted from 

him by, and was due to the publick. But lord M. thinks it is not prudent to 

tax him in this maner, as if he were the caufe of all that is taken amiffe. 

Surcly if the things expe€ted were in themfelves rcafonable, the management 

of affairs is in foe able hands, that they would have been made appear to be 

foe; and 1, that had been done, what intereft of any particular perfon could in 

a reafonable thing prevail againft right, when all honelt men, all the miniftry, 

and dependants and expcftants of all forts, are taken into the number? What 
arguments could one private man ufe to thefe perfons to overballance thofe on 

the other fide? But from the time I declared myfelf in November 1724, to be 

againft giving any advice,’ till the patent was furrendred, I have not obferved 

that I ever was fo happy to be able to propofe or advife any one thing which 

was thought fit to be followed. Farewell. 





Intended dedication of the Drapier’s letters.~—Endorfed in lord Midleton’s 
hand-writing.—="" This paper was left at my houfe in my abfence on 20 Sept. 
and brought to me by one of my fervants while I was at dinner in the prefence 
of my fon, Mr. Wall, and Mr. Slatery. I ordered the fervant to tell the man 
who left tt, that F would not by any means confent to the dedication of the 
Drapiers to me, and if done, would complain of the printer.’” 


TO THE RIGHT HON. ALAN, LORD VISCOUNT MIDLETON. 


MY LORD, 

you have fo fignally interefted your felf in afferting the dying liberty of Midleton 

yéur country, that to offer the following papers to any other, would be the Papers. 
greatelt ‘injuftice 1 could pofibly be guilty of to your lordfhip’s charaéter, 
which muft attend the fame of the greatclt fovereigns that have adorn’d the 
Britifh 
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MR. JOHN CAMPBELL TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


On the temper of the people of Glafgow.—Conclufion of the riot.—Combina- 
tion of the brewers at Edinburgh. — , 
SIR, Edinburgh, July 3s, 1725. 

I Am very fenfible that you have accounts from much better hands, of the 

fituation of affairs in this country. But as they happen to be at prefent in 
my pgor opinion, of that confequence, as to deferve the attention of the go- 
vernment, I hope my laying the prefent map of the country before you, will 
not be mifconftru@ed. The prefent temper of the people of Glafgow, from 
whence all the ferment took its rife, isa very odd one. When the general* 
and my ford advocate t went thither to enquire into the authors of the barbarous 
riot there, they indeed found fome people who condemned the mob; but 
they found a combination among the citizens to conceal the aftors, and they 
found nobody in authority there, had been at the leaft pains to make difto. 
verys. The honour of the government was concerned in punifhing thefe ma- 
giftrats publickly: I believe it was for that reafon they were brought in here as 
prifoners, but the behaviour of the lords of. jufticcry, efpecially the lord 
juftice Clerks, in relation to thefe gentlemen, has had the effeét to render them 
yet more infolent then ever. When they came hither, they were accom- 
panyed by a great number of their inhabitants, who, by their upbraiding of 
our people in this place, as betrayers of the interefts‘of their country, whofe 
fubmiffion to the law would have the effe& of wreathing the unfupportable 
burden of the malt tax about their necks, fo fpirited the people, that in a 
few days after, we heard of a criminal combination entered into among our 
brewers, neither to give fecurity for the duty of ftock on hand, nor to brew 
one drop after the firft of them was fummoned to appear before the juftices, 
in order to be decerned for that purpofe. 

Mr. Dundafs is the fpring, to which the fuccefs of their fowing fedition is 
owing. The gentlemen who accompanyed the magiftrats being moftly the tools 
he had employed to overturn the magiftracy of Glafgow at the ele€tion, and 
they now ferved him as fo many guards upon them, to prevent their being 
{poke to by any body, but {uch perfons as would cherifh them ia their madnefs, 
The poor unhappy gentlemen themfelves, while upoa their way, were refolved 
to have thrown themfelves upon the mercy of the government, and by a letier 

whick 
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which I faw, to their recorder here, commanded him 10 prefent an application to 
the lord advocate for that purpofe; but Mr. Dundafs watted to receive them at Ty 
the gate of the prifon, and foon prevail’d with them to committ shemlelves ace 
implicitly to him. Their fuccefs before the court of jufticery was triumphed 
in as a vi€tory over the government. And to ridicule their coming out of 
Glafgow as prifoners, two of them, who went home next day after they were 
bailed, being met upon the road by a great number of inhabitants, they re- 
entered Glafgow in a chaife, amidft the acclamations of the croud, and with 
bells ringing, being preceeded by all the gray horfe in the company, and fol. 
lowed by the black. I fubmitt itt to you, whether it may not be for the fer- 
vice of the government, and the quiet of the countrey, that thefe gentlemen 
be called up to London to anfwer for their condut, and that very foon too, 
fince they think themfelves above being punifhed in this countrey, and I am 
affraid not unjuftly, confidering the prefent frenzy that prevails. It’s very 
poffible the doing this would have a very good effeé& on other towns. 

It’s true the provoft and other three magiftrats, who went home fome days 
after, went in very privately, the pra@tife of the other’s having been dif- 
aproved of, even by their abettors here; but the people of that place are as 
feditious in their behavidur now as ever, and infufe fentiments wherever they 
have accefs, deftru€live of the quiet of the countrey. They have but too 
well fucceeded here, for Mr. Dundafs and they have wrought up our people 
to a belief, that fubmiffion to the law is the ready way to cutt themfelves fhort 
of their relief from a tax, which, in their prefent fituation, thcir trade can not 
bear; and has rivetted them, I am affraid, in a refolution neither to give fe- 
curity for the duty, nor to brew, if they are judicially called upon for 
payment. 

Thefe poor men, however criminal their combination is, are very much to 
be pitied ; their advifors are more guilty then they: my lord advocate thought 
fo, and therefore, while general Wade was bringing troops together to pre~ 
ferve the peace of the place, if any thing fhould fall out, he left no means un- 
effayed, that the witt of man could fuggeft to bring them out of their delufion; 
but all was in vain, they had given themfelves up to Mr. Dundafs, body and 
foul. He from time to time gave them affurances, they were fafe in keeping 
to their refolutions, and fo ftrong is the inchantment with which he holds them, 
that it is impoffible to perfwade them they are in any fort of danger or that they 
are making it impratticable for their friends to help them. 

VOie Ile PART Ile gL On 


st. 
ye mules in 
otland. 


1725. 


44a. 
Period J 
rece 


pata, 


MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


On Thurfday laft, the lords of the fefion publifhed an a& of federunt, com~ 
mandi g the brewers to appear next day before them, to give fecurity to 
continue brewing; a copy of which I enclofe; and as they all concurred in 
voting this a&, fave the juftice clerk and lord Tweedale, every body imagined 
it would have had the effe& to bring the brewers to their fenfes. But Mr. 
Dundafs having mett with them that evening, fpirited them up a afrefh, and. 
inftead of giving fecurity, prevail’d with them to fign a petition, which he 
drew forthem. This petition, the lords appointed to be burned yefterday, by 
the hand of the common hangman, as a falfe, a fcandelous, and a fedifious. 
paper; yet none of the brewers have fubmitted, fave one gentleman, who is a 
prefent magiftrate of Edingburgh, who upon that account meets with the treat- 


"ment naturally to be expeéted from the prefent temper of the people. Till 
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Thurfday laft, I did not obferve the Jacobites take any part in encreafing the 
flame, but fince that, they have fhown themfelves induftrioufly of his fide of 
the queftion. General Wade has fhow’d a very great and prudent concern 
for the peace of this place. It is to this in a great meafure it is owing, that 
hitherto we have had no tumults. But I never knew this country at any time 
fo much difpofed to be mad. The magiftrats and council of this city, con- 
tinue in a very good temper. We are upon our.guard as much as we can be, 
but while this firebrand continues among us, it’s hard to fay, we will alwife 
be fo. I enclofe a copy of the lords their order to us for burning the peti- 
tion, which was faithfully executed. 


SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 
Troubles in Scotland not fuppreffed. 


(London, July 29—Auguft 9, 1725). ALTHO?’ the affairs of Scotland 
are now the chicf obje& of men’s thoughts and converfations, I have not as 
yet troubled your lordthip with my thoughts on that fubje&, ’til I am able to 
form a better judgment about them, and to give my humble opinion to his 
majefty upon mature deliberation, and fhall only fay at prefent, that I am far 
from thinking that the troubles there are over. Onthe contrary, I greatly ap~ 
prehend it will come to bea {erious matter, and prove as difficult a tafk as 
any thing that has happened fince his majefty’s acceffion. 
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SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. ‘Spealn in 
Hints at the necefity of removing the duke of Roxburgh, and abolifhing the ofice 7 
1725. 
of fecretary of flate for Scotland. 


(London, Auguft 13—24, 1725.) AS I write by the poft, I muff not be Hardwicke 
too particular, but I thought it proper to acquaint you, that fince my long Bapetts. 
letter to you, baron Lant is arrived from Scotland; and in difcourfing with Zxtrad. 
him upon the ftate’ of affairs there, and the proper remedies for this great re 
confufion, he told me very frankly and very explicitly, that nothing could 
conquer the prefent diforder, but the meafure that I prefumed humbly to ad- 
vife, naming the perfon and thing; and I do affure you, I did not drop one 
word that fhould lead him to fuch an opinion, nor let him fufpe€tthat I had 
fuch a thought. ‘ But he fays this whole affair in Scotland is underftood, by 
every mortal in the manner that we look upon it here, and that even the moft 
cautious and difcreet are amazed that it is not done, and that che whole conteft 
is for nothing elfe. He explains himfelf for a total abolition of the office. 

What makes me think this intelligence of more weight than ordinary is, that 
your lordfhip knows baron Lant’s chara€ter and attachment cannot render him 
fufpeéted as partial at all to my way of thinking. 


SIR ROBERS WALPOLE TO THE EARL OF ILAY. 


On the tumults of Scotland.—Is of opinion that the brewers fhould be permitted 
to raife the price of their beer. 
MY DEAR LORD, Chelica, Auguft 14, 17256 
Send you inclofed, a copy of lord Townfhend’s laft letter ic the duke of Campbell 
Newcaftle, that your lordfhip may be fully informed of the fentiments at P#Per® 
Hanover, of wHat is doing where you are. The feverall things fuggefted are 
little new, and almoft agreable to the meafures that had been thought on here, 
and which were laid afide for good reafons. However your lordfhip will give 
them a due confideration, that if any thing can be ftruck out, that is pra@ica- 
ble, we may have your lordfhip’s opinion, upon which the neceffary orders 
‘fhall be fent down. - Equivalent Campbell’s propofal of carrying on the brew. 
ing trade, if the magiftrates of Edingburgh dare fuffer it to be tried, and can 
be made effeQual, would do the bufineffe, and if either thac or any thing elfe 
that can be thought on which wants nothing but a fund of creditt, will do the 
3L2 bufincfle, 
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- bufineffe, creditt fhall not be wanting; for we muft pour water into the well, 
if nothing elfe will raife the water. 

If any particular brewer, fuch as the fingle magiftrate of Edingburgh, “who 
upon the fummons of the court of feffion, would exert and endeavour to do 
all that‘s poffible to be done, a creditt fupplied to him, which I wouldanfwer 
for, .if he fucceeded, would make the whole flock follow him as faft backward, 
as they have run into the other way. But I am of opinion, if the conftru€tion 
of the article of union which Mr. Scrope himfelf difcourfed your lordfhip about, 
can be brought to bear, and the price of beer therein mentioned, be lovked 
upon as defcriptive only, and not conditional, and in confequence of this 
conftruétion, the brewers be permitted to advance the price of their drink, 
without having the duty increafed upon them, dire€tions to commiflioners of 
excife in purfuance of this opinion, might probably contribute more to the 
quelling thefe difcords, than any other method whatfoever. Such orders from 
the government would at leaft leave the country inexcufable, and I fee no ob. 
jeftion, if it is legal, to our giving fuch orders, if in the execution of them 
due care is taken, that the kind of drink is not altered; I mean, if the ftrength 


.and goodneffe is not increafed, altho’ the price be, I fee no reafon to raife 


the duty. 

I muft not omit letting your lordfhip know, that the affurances from Ha- 
nover of fupporting the meafures that fhall be refolved upon, in my private 
letter from lord Townfhend, go much further than what I here fend you, that 
I am very fanguine about the fucceffe of the long letter I wrote, 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE, 


Leaves the method of proceeding im regard to the difturbances in Scotland, prin~ 
cipally to his grace and fir Robert Walpole; but fugge/ts folne hints for the 
purpofe of crufhing the combination of brewers.—-Commends the earl of Ilay. 

MY LORD, Hanover, Anguft 17, 1725. 
received yefterday by Parry the meffenger, your grace’s difpatch of the 
goth July, which I laid before the king; and as his majefty was moft 

affeéted with that part of your letter, wherein your grace mentions the diffi- 
culties which we are ftill like to meet with in raifing the malt duty in Scotland, 
and particularly with the informations you had reeeived from Edingburgh of 
the refolutions the brewers there feem to have come to of leaving off brewing, 

: as 
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as {oon as the-officers fhould diftrain for the malt duty, .his majefty there- 
upon efpecially commanded me to let your grace know, that he is perfuaded 
that fo {mall a fumm of money as that propofed to be raifed by the malt tax, 
compared with the advantages which will accrue to all the growers.of corn, 
by the draw-back on malt, could never have fuch an effe& on the minds of the 
people of Scotland, nor produce in them fuch aéts of folly and madnefs, were 
they not fpiritcd up to that pitch, not only by jacobites, but alfo by incendiarys 
from other quarters. However, as any difturbance at this time, may have a 
double ill effe&t upon the king’s affairs, not only by putting things in confue 
fion at home, but particularly by giving them a wrong turn abroad, when 
the emperor and king of Spain will not fail to promife great advantages to 
themfelves, from the leaft commotion that may arife in Scotland; his majefty 
therefore does not doubt, but on fo critical a jun@ture, your grace and my 
brother Walpole, with all thofe who have his majefty’s fervice at heart, will 
give the utmoft attention to the carrying on this bufinefs with prudence and 
vigour, fo as on the one hand, not to give up the colleéting of the malt duty, 
as it ts prefcribed by law, and on the other, to take care to aét with fuch pre» 
caution as not to drive things to extremities, or plunge the country in confufion, 
before the meeting of the parliament. 

His majefty cannot take upon him at this diftance, to fuggeft what meafures 
fhall be moft proper and effeftual for obtaining thefe ends. Your grace and my 
brother Walpole are on the fpot, and are more diftin@ly informed of the 
working of this evil, and what remedies are to be applied. And I affure you, 
his majefty places an entire confidence, both in your abilities and zeal for his 
fervice, and will rely on thofe meafures which you. fhall judge advifeable to 
be taken on this occafiony promifing you at the fame time, bis affiftance in all 
things neceflary towards carrying through what hall be refolved on. 

The king thiftks, that the combination of the brewers at Edingburgh, may 
be attended with moft dangerous confequences. For fhould they perfift in their 
defign, and fhould their example be followed by the chief towns throughout 
the kingdom of Scotland, this fingle a€&t of theirs might put the common peo- 
ple under the greateft neceflity, and confequently throw them into the greateft 
fary and diftraftion. How far the magiftrates of Edingburgh are able to go in 
this cafe, or what power they have to force the brewers to carry on their trade, 
his majefty cannot pretend to judge here, Neither can he determine whether, 


if they were forced to go on againft their wills, the bad beer they might in {uch 
cafe 
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Under thefe difficulties, I muft fuggelt to your grace a thought which the 
king mentioned to me on the perufal of your letter. His majefty obferved, that 
the magiftrates of Edinburgh have notice, that fuch a combination is farming, 
and therefore thinks, if they have vigour, zeal, and refolution enough towards 
carrying on his fervice, they may fummon all the brewers before them, ac- 
quaint them with the informations they have received, and require them. to de~ 
clare, if there is any truth in the advice of their having entered into fuch a 
pernicious combination, and if they own they have, they fhould firft intimidate 
them with fuch reprimands and threats as they think proper, and then privately 
try to break the combination, by getting fome particular brewers to go on with 
their brewing, and promifing them all encouragement and fupport, if they will 
abandon fo extravagant a defign, as their fellow traders would bring them into, 
But if they fhall find the combination fo ftrong, and the brewers fo obftinate, 
that no impreffion of that fort can be made among them, then the mayiftrates 
fhould let them know, that unlefs they will fubmit to pay the malt duty ap- 
pointed by parliament, without putting the officers to the trouble of diftraining, 
and will engage to.go on with their trade as formerly, and brew as good beer 
as they ufed to do; they the magiftrates will find out and appoint other peo- 
ple to go on with the brewery, and fet up public brewhoufes for the ufe of 
the town. If this proje&t be judged praéticable, his majefty thinks it fhould be 
put in execution out of hand, before the officers come to diftrain for the malt 
duty ; and that preparations fhould be made from England, as well as at Edin- 
burgh, towards fhewing them that care fhall be taken of the brewery, and that 
other brew~houfes will be fet up, even at the expence of the publick, in cafe 
the prefent brewers continue fullen. And the fame expedient the king imagines 
may be put in practice, if neceffary, in any other towns, whete the like com. 
bination is fet on foat, and in the county’s where the juftices of the peace are 
well inclined and have courage to a&. 

This that I have now written to your grace, is a thought which the king 
ordered me to fuggeft to the confideration of his fervants in England, and 
his majefty does not queftion, but you will either model this in fuch manner, or 
{trike out fuch other expedients on this occafion, as may prevent the pernici~ 
ous defigns of the enemies of his government in Scotland; and his majefty is 
perfuaded, that if by any means the brewers may be made to fear, that they 

may 
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may happen to lofe their trades, if they perfift in their unreafonable obftinacy, 
they will fubmit to the law, and quietly pay the eafy tax which the parliament 
has laid upon them. 

The king was highly pleafed to find by your grace’s letter, that my: lord Nay, 
was gohe to Scotland. His majefty has a great opinion of his capacity and 
zeal to do him fervice there in this jun@ure; and your grace will do well to 
let his lordfhip know his majefty’s orders concerning his journey, and how ace 
ceptable it was to him to hear that he had anticipated them by his diligence and 
aftivity; his majefty being defirous by all means that his lordfhip fhould be 
encouraged to exert that fkill, dexterity, and influence he has in Scotland, 


SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND, 


The troubles of Scotland increafe, and are principally owing to a conteft for 
power.—Duke of Roxburgh counteratts the meafures of government. 

MY LORD, London, Auguft 1728, 1725. 
Have nothing in particular to trouble your lordhhip with, in relation to the 
affairs of Scotland, but to acquaint you, that almoft every particular method 

that your lordfhip fuggefted towards bringing the Scotch to reafon, have 
been before thought of, and fome of them attempted and found ineffeétual, 
others were fuch, as the magiftrates of Edinburgh dare not to attempt. 

- You will have had an account of the proceedings of the lords of feffion, 
which was making ufe of the greaicft authority in Scotland, to break the com 
bination of the brewers, but your lordhhip will fee how little effe€ that has 
had; and by the accounts received yefterday, the 10th of this month, the day 
appointed for the brewers by the court of feflion, to give fecurity to carry on 
their trade, is expired, and not one brewer has complied with it. And the 
lords of feffion have deferred doing any thing further upon the difobedience 
to them, till they fee what fuccefs the advocate has in his proceedings towards 
levying the duties, and this I look upon as an unfortunate incident; for now 
the difpute will be barely between the king’s officers and the malfters, upon 
non-payment of the duties. But if the lords of feffion had procceded in de~ 
fence and fupport of their own jurifdi€lion, the weight and authority of that 
courty which has hitherto commanded the greateft deference and regard 
throughout all Scotland, would have been of great confequence to us. But 
the lords of feffion feem to be a little difheartened, and though the lords juf- 
tices have in the ftrongeft manner approved and commended their conduét, 1 
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Period fit. am afraid that is look’d upon only as‘a compliment of courfe, fince nothing 
peopel 777° follows upon it. ‘I intirely agree with your lordfhip, that the two extremes 


ass. 


are to be avoided, if ’tis poflible, and we are to endcavour neither to give up. 
the raifing the malt tax, nor to fling the country into confufion. But for the 
firfi, there is no medium: for they not only refufe to pay the duties for the 
ftock that has been furveyed and charged, but they abfolutely refufe to give fe~ 


curity for payment at three or four months diftance, which has been offered 


to gain timé, which brings us under an immediate neceffity either of levying 


‘the duties by diftrefs, or not levying them at all. If any orders from thence 


fhould put a ftop to the execution of the aé, then we fhall be told next winter, 
that a want of refolution in the government is the only blame. 

By the laft letters from the advocate, which came in laft night, he feems to 
conceive fome hopes, that he may be able to do fome good, by a new thoughe 
which occurred to me, and I fuggefted to him; which is by fuffering the re- 
tailers of beer to advance the price of the drink, without advancing the duty . 
upon them.: This is a conftruftion of the article of union relating to the ex. 
cife, which has hitherto been taken otherwife; but I am of opinion, it will bear 
this conftruftion, if we find it will do, fhall venture to give orders accord. 
ingly, which mut come from the treafury, at leaft, as the only pfaufible ob- 
jeftion they have, is founded on the opinion, that they are reftrained to the 
price of their drink, notwithftanding the malt tax is.paid, which they call an 
additional charge, and fuch as the price of the drink will not afford to pay; if 
this objeftion is removed, and they are fuffered to raife the price of drink in 
proportion to the duty paid without an additional duty, they will be left in- 
excufable, when it will be impoffible for the brewers or malfters any longer 
to infift, that they are not able ta pay the duties, which then will be born by 
the confumers. But, my lord, when we have tried every thing, I cannot but 
have «ecourfe to the opinion I have already given, and tho’ no man can foretel 
where or how this will end, ’tis moft certain the whole fprings from a conteft 
for power, and this I dare affirm is the opinion of every thinking man in Scot- 
land, His majefty can only determine, but I beg. leave to obferve, that the 
prefent adminiftration is the firft that was ever yet known to be anfwerable for 
the whole government, with a Iecretary of ftate,* for one part of the kingdom, 
who they are affured a€ts counter to all their meafures, or at leaft, whom they 
cannot in the Jeaft confide in. 


“© Joba, duke of Roxburgh, 
: SIR 
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SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO THE EARL OF ILAY. Tamults in 
Scotland. 
The duke of Roxburgh difmiffed from the office of fecretary of flate for ~~ 
1725. 
Scotland. 


e 

Would not loofe the opportunity of this poft to acquaint you with what Iam Campbell 

confident will be fome fatisfaflion to you, amidft the troubles and difficulties, Papers. 
which I am fenfible you are very hardly befett with; and when you have read 
this,. I dare fay, you will make no farther ufe, nor take any notice at all of 
it, until you fhall hear in form, that the king’s orders are aQually executed. — 

I this day received an expreffe from Hanover, which brought the king’s 
orders to the duke of Roxburgh to deliver up the feals of his office to the duke 
of Newcaftle, together with a fign manual dire@ting and warranting the furren- 
der and receiving of them; but both the order and warrant purporting ex- 
preffely the delivery of the feals to the duke of Newcaflle by name, and his 
grace being in Suffex, the execution of thefe orders muft neceffarily be de~ 
layed till his arrival in town. I have fent an expreffe to him, begging he 
will come up without the loffe of a moment’s time, and hope he will be here 
time enough to do his bufinefs on Monday. This intelligence may be of im-~ 
mediate ufe to your own condué, when your lordfhip fees what ground you 
ftand upon, and you fhall know it in form, the moment I can fay it is done. 
But it may not be improper to acquaint you at prefent, that the {cheme is to 
putt an end to the office of Scotch fecretary. 1t will be happy indeed, my 
lord, if your lordfhip’s endeavours fhould have any fo good fuccefle, as to give 
a creditt and fatisfa€tion to the king from the effect of this ufeful meafure. 


SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 


Good effctts to be expected from the removal of the duke of Roxburgh.—The dif- 
affetied in the highlands furrender therr arms readtly.—Recommends the 
meafures moj? proper to he purfued. 


(London, Auguft 23, 1725.) THE duke of Newcaftle return’d this pa duicke 
morning out of Suffex to execute the king’s command, with regard to the Papers. 
duke of Roxborough, who being likewife out of town, nothing has yet becn Ton 
done, but I prefume by to-morrow night, the duke of Newcaftle’will be able 
‘to give you an account of having executed this commiflion from his majctty, 
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Period UE. which I am verily periuaded will be of great fervice to his majefty, or at leaft 


1730801787. this meafure does not ftrike a damp on thofe reftlefs fpirits in Scotland, 
‘4725. which animate, and even create all thefe diforders there, I am not able to 


fay what will. By the accounts that are come in this day from Scotland, 
there is reafon to believe that the jacobites have not fo far taken their jrart as 
to be ators themfelves, but Jeave that hitherto intirely to others; this I think 
is plainly to be inferred from the account general Wade fends of the difpofi- 
tions of the Highlanders to furrender their arms immediately, which I fcarce 
believe they would have done, if they had been determined to have'any 
hand or fhare in the prefent difputes about the malt tax, any further than by 
by privately and underhand blowing the coals; at the fame time the magiftrates 
of Glafcow perfift in their obftinacy, and by way of reply to Mr. Delafaye’s 
letter, written by order of the lords juftices, almoft difpute the faéts that are 
moft unqueftionable, and endeavour to reprefent the whole proceeding as a 
fition of the advocate’s, and what he has not fufficient evidence to fupport. 
Upon this head, I beg Ieave to make one obfervation, that their reafonings are 
the fame, and their objc€tions agree almoft verbatim with thofe that were ftated 
by the duke of Roxborough at the regency, and it is now a faét, not denied by 
any body, that Mr. Dundas is the advifer and drawér of all papers that are 
prepared in oppofition to the malt tax. 

In the prefent fituation of affairs in Scotland, it feemed to be a queftion, 
which of thei meafures it was prudent to proceed firft upon. To levy the 
duties for the ftock in hand already furveyed and charged, by diftrefs for not 
paying or not giving fecurity for the payment of the duties; to proceed by cri- 
minal procefs againft the brewers for entering into an unlawful combination to 
leave off brewing, or to execute the warrants of commitment of the lords of 
{effions for difobedience and contempt of their authority, and by virtue there- 
of, to commit the brewers; and 1 was of opinion, that the firft meafure was 
the moft preferrable to be firft put in execution, becaufe it is the natural and 
plain ftep, exprefsly required and enjoined by the act of parliament, and the 
not doing it, or deferring the doing it, is not putting the law in execution, 
which is fo far yielding the point in queftion, and upon this there can be no 
doubt or uncertainty of the proceeding, and if the confequence fhould be, 
that the brewers fhould thereupon leave off their trade, there is an overt a&, 
and exprefs proof of the combination, which will juftify whatever fhall, be 
thought afterwards proper to be done to the brewers; and if the brewers.are 
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committed for difobedience to the court of feffions, that may be fome pretence ‘Gomols in 


for leaving off their bufinefs, but the queftion of paying or not paying the 


malt tax is not at all determined or forwarded by this proceeding, and I al~ 


ways think it better to proceed upon points that are plain, and not in ithe leaft 
to be tontroverted, than to enter into queftions that will admit cavils and dif. 
putes, and this I have fuggefted as my opinion, and am very much inclined to 
hope, when this news of their fecretary of fate fhall reach Scotland, and now 
thing is done, but in plain execution of the law, the madnefs will not be care 
ried'on, which they will plainly fee can have no fupport. 

_ But as to what fhall be done if the brewers fhould leave off brewing at Edin. 
burgh, *tis very hard to determine, becaufe the magiftrates of Edinburgh who 
are fo well difpofed, have not as yet dared to receive any other drink into the 
town not brew’d by their own brewers, for feveral expedients have been 
thought of, if this difficulty can once be removed, and I cannot again, upon 
this head, but flatter myfelf we fhall have very good effe@s from his majefty’s 
laft refolution. Mr. Daniel Campbel is juft come in, and the-accounts that 
he gives, exa€tly agree with the notions we have of the whole proceeding, and 
he is perfuaded, that the refolution the king has taken, will certainly have a 
very good effet. I am with great truth and affeftion. 


P.S. (Auguft 95,1925.) The duke of Newcaftle did not fee the duke 
of Roxborough till this morning, to receive the feals. He will give you an 
account of their conference, and there is but one part that I fhall trouble 
your lordfhip about, which is what he has defired to be wrote concerning his 
coming to the regency, and as he has refolved to ftay away till he hears from 
Hanover, I think it is very much to be wifhed, that he may not receive fuch 
an anfwer from thence as may encourage his coming. When I fent my 
humble opinion, that it was neceffary for his majefty’s fervice, to take this re~ 
folution, I did not imagine that he would once think of coming after the feals 
were taken from him, and as I did avoid, and always fhall avoid faying any 
thing perfonally hard of any body, that is founded upon fuppofitions only, 
tho’ never fo ftrong, I faid nothing of the difficultys that we were every day 
under at the regency, when we were to confider of meafures, and to give or. 
ders, in the prefence of one, that I am perfuaded, was countera@ting all we 
did, which at leaft put it in his power to render every thing incfle@ual. £ 


think it very fortunate that he has refolved to ftay till he hears from the other 
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fide of the water; becaufe in that time, I flatter myfelf we hall fo far have 
the good effets of his difmiffion, as to fee the main conte over, altho’ the 
chief bufinefs of the regency, I believe, will be in fending orders to Scotland, 
I would therefore, witb all fubmiffion humbly hope, that the anfwer your lord~ 
fhip fhould return, might be fomething to this-effeét. “ That his majefty 
would not do fo harfh a thing as to alter the commiffion of regency on pur- 
pofe to leave the duke of Roxborough out, or to fend any orders to forbid his 
coming to the regency. But as he imagines his grace’s attendance there in 


- his prefent circumftances, cannot be at all agreeable to himfclf, his majefty 
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does not think it reafonable to require that of him, and fhall not be difpleafed 
if his grace thinks fit to ftay away.” Believe me, my lord, his coming will 
create a great deal of trouble, and difoblig’d as he is now, ‘tis impoffible to 
hope for any thing but open oppofition from him. 


SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 


Affairs in Scotland mend.—Rumours that he is to be difgraced. 
MY LORD, London, Auguft 24, 1725. 

J Am very glad you have had fo good fuccefs in the great point of Scotland, 

which I cannot but hope will anfwer our expe€tations, for by the beft ac- 
counts we have, with all the allowances for party reprefentation, ’tis moft cer= 
tain the oppofition in Scotland has been raifed and kept up, by the hopes and 
expeétations of fupport from hence. Daniel Campbell is juft come to us, and 
confirms every thing, and you’l wonder to hear, that they are perfuaded in 
Scotland, that my fall and difgrace at court is very near, and that they dream 
of nothing Jefs than the lofs of the feals. Ihave not feen governor Harrifon 
of late, but I will fend to him, and difcourfe him about what your lordfhip 
writes concerning the Eaft India and South Sea company. 

P S. I forefaw the duke of Roxborough’s continuing in the regency, not~ 
withftanding his lofing the feals, which I took to be unavoidable, altho’ it would 
be very much to be wifhed it could be otherwife, in'cafe he fhould take it into 
his head to come among us; for I do affure you, he has taken up a very dif. 
ferent manner of behaviour this year, from what he ever did before, and has” 
been very explicit in giving dire& oppofition wherever he could find the leaft 
handle. The addrefs from the magiftrates of Glafcow, which has been already 
fent over, and their letter to Mr. Delafaye, which will come now, perfely 

tally 
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tally with his proceedings here, that ’tis demonftrable they have hitherto wrote Tamults in 
by his advice and dire€tion ; and now that his grace has loft the feals, and has , agai 
nothing to manage, if he fhould come, it will be very mifchicvous. But this 1725. 
depends entirely upon himfelf, for we adjourn ourfelves from time to time, 

and tere are no fummons fent, but upon extraordinary occafions, witich very 

{eldom happen. I verily believe, if your lordfhip could have apprehended, 

that the duke of Roxborough would have thought of coming to thé regency, 

you would have been of another opinion about that matter; as he has now put 

it, He cannot come without the king’s orders to come, or fome intimation from 

his majefty, that he defires he fhould come, which indced as tv Scotland and 
appearances here, will lofe half the grace of the thing, and as he would never 

fubmit to fuch a mean complyance, but with hopes of doing ome mifchief, you 

cannot imagine how prejudicial the hints that he has hitherto given, have been, 

and all their meafures have been taken accordingly. If you avoid this difhie 

culty, I think the bufinefs of Scotland will be foon and well over, and believe 

me, his boafted credit and intercft with the king, is the only thing that keeps 

the oppofition alive in Scotland, and if you were in any degree fenfible of 

what I fecl, you would be of my opinion. For God’s fake do not think of 
continuing him in the cabinet council, with a Harcourt penfion, 


SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO THE EARL OF ILAY. 


Highly approves his condult in fuppreffing the tumults in Scotland. 
MY LORD, London, Auguft 26, 17256 

Am very much obliged to your lordfhip for the favour of your letter, and Campoeu 

the particular account you gave me of the prefent {tate of affairs where you Papers. 
are, I fhould be very unjuft, if I did not in a particular manner declaic the 
fenfe I have of the fervice you have done your king, and the fair profpeét 
you liave opened of extricating the government out of difficulties which, till 
you undertook them, feemed unfurmountable. Your condcfcenfion to att as 
a private juftice of the peace, muft be of fuch fingular fervice, that I cannot 
enough commend the thought and refolution. And I think it great good 
fortune, that my endeavours have been fo fuccefsful as to remove out of your 
way that great obftru€tion, which muft have render’d all meafures for the fere 
wice of the government very difficult, if not incffectual. 


I can. 
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in the firft place with fummoning the brewers befure the juftices of the peace, 
for not paying or giving fecurity for the payment of the duty. For as this is a 
regular ftep, in dire& obedience and execution of the law, it cannot poffibly 
admit of any cavil or difpute, and without it, the governmment had hftherto 
done no aét, in order to levy and fecure the duties, and if upon this the brewers 
fhall ieave off their brewing, you have an overt aét, that is a full proof of the 
criminal combination and confederacy, which otherwife remains in the invention 
only, untill they fhall have perfifted fome time in the non-exercife of ‘their 
ptofeffion and calting. And if at the fame time, fome of the moft notorious are 
committed upon the warrants of the lords of feffion for contempt, you do not 
only, as your lordfhip very wifely obferves, engage the lords of feffion in the 
quarrel, but fhow the brewers how many different ways, the government has 
to harrafs and punifh them, and it is very rare to find men of their rank, ob- 
flinate and hardy enough to withftand the power and authority of the law, 
when they begin perfonally to feel the fmart and trouble of it. But upon 
fuppofition that they fhall perfift, your lordthip will do very well, if you can 
break the confederacy, and take off fome of the brewers. For that once done, 
and the knot broken, they will aH be endeavoring to retrieve and return ta 
their duty, and to this nothing will more contribute, than if they fhall fee the 
bailie-brewer wel {upported, and carrying on his bufynefs to his advantage, 
and the out-town brewers admitted to come into the town. For as the whole 
view and drift of this combination is to defeat the malt tax, by diftreffing the 
town by a total want of beer and ale, if fuch an attempt is by any means ren- 
der'd ineffetual, their defign is baffled, and they can have no inducement to 
hold out any longer; and if you can befides get poffeffion of fome of the 
brewing houfes, they will foon grudge others reaping the profits which their 
own folly and obftinacy has deprived them of; but ’tis mifpending your lord- 
fhip’s time, tv dwell upen particulars which your own prudence has fuggefted, 
and muft therefore fee the benefits of, better than I am able .to explain 
them. 

But there is one thing in which I likewife agree with your lordfhip in opi- 
ion, that 1 underftand gives the lord advocate fome uneafinefs, which is your 
delaying che profecution of the magiftrates of Glafgow, till after the triall of 
the rioters, and this I think fhould be fo managed, as not to damp his zeal, 
which has been fo commendably exerted upon this great and difficult occafion, 
Your 
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Your lordhhip will eafily imagine he muft not know I write in this manner, Tamols in. 
but your difcretion will eafily manage this fo, as to do what is right, and at the ecovane: 


fame time, not diftafte him. For as’tis moft certainly of great confequence, that 
the magiftrates in Scotland, upon whom the keeping the publick peace, and 
fuppreffing riotts does fo much depend, fhould not think they may with im~ 
punity negle& or withdraw themfelves from their duty, fo if by more gentle 
means they can be taught their duty, it leaves leffe rancour and determined 
refeniment againft the government, which a too rigorous feverity may begett, 
but } mean not this to give up the profecution of the magiftrates, but only to 
poftpone it till after the trial of the rioters. 

I have herewith fent your lordfhip 1,500/7. which I leave intirely to your 
difcretion and management, and dare fay it will be laid out to the beft ad- 
vantage for his majeflie’s fervice. 1 will write to lord Orkney to do imme~ 
diately what you defire about the brewer concerned with him, and whatever 
you fhall propofe for the incouragement and fupport of the magiftrates of 
Edinburgh, fhall be done. But pray my lord, give me leave jo be fo free 
with you, as to beg we may not at the beginning drive fo faft, as to give our 
adverfaries any advantage over us. The great ftroake was now accomplifhed, 
without the leaft difficulty, which you know, I think is equal to the doing 
of the thing, and if we fhould immediately follow it, with propofitions of other 
and more changes, it may poffibly make fome uneafinefs, where there is now 
none, and where we fhould avoid giving any. 1 mean this in regard to lord 
Rothes and the chaplains; if the firft will not be gained, I fhal) make no {crue 
ple, to lett him take the fate he deferves. 

But I would at firft fhow alt that call themfelves whigs, and are willing to 
be received, that they maybe received; for furely ‘tis better, to ictt this man 
fall fingle, than by involving others in his ruin, give him a ereditt, which I 
think does not belong to bim. Your lordfhip will foon {ee how this operates, and 
from the effets be better able to judge what more is neceffary to be donc. By 
the converfations I have had with you, your lordfhip will conclude my opinion 
is not againft doing the thing, but againft doing that too precipitately, which we 
fhall otherwife do more furely; in fhort, I would take the fame methods now, 
that I think have fucceeded in greater things, and queftion not but we fhall 
pérfe@& all. As for the chaplains, I fhall foon be able to reprefent faéts in 
fuch a light, as fhall {ufficiently ftrengthen your hands in affairs of that eonfe- 


quence, wherever you want it, but I would at prefent take the air of having 
nothing 
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nothing to do, but to carry on the king’s bufineffe, put the law in execution, 
,and to do juftice to all that are willing to fuppurt the king and his govern 
ment. 

I beg leave to give you one hint, do not negle®. to write to the duke of 
Newcaftle upon all occafions when any thing has been done or is to b@ done, 
he muft know it, if it comes through my hands, and I am as well pleafed to 
fee it in his. Your more private fentiments you may communicate to me, 
and J fhall make nothing buta proper ufe of them. I hope, my lord, you will 
look upon the freedom with which I write to you, as an inftance of the friend- 
fhip and confidence I place in you, and be affured, you fhall find me with all 
poffible fincerity, &c. 


THE EARL OF ILAY TO MR. STEWART. 


Relates the proceedings at Edinburgh agatnft the combinaiion of the brewers. 
DEAR STEWART, Edenburgh, Auguft 24, 
Was fo fatigued with variety of plagues, that I only writ three lines to you, 
referring you to my long letter I writ to Mr. Walpole. When I came 
here, I found Duncan very violent for imprifoning fome of the brewers im~ 
mediately upon the warrants of the court of leffion, which were lodged in lord 
prefident’s hands, to be ufed difcretionally by the advice of fuch of his bre- 
thren, who were in or near the town; this inftru@ion amounted to no more 
than a private advice, and made no part of the proceeding of the court, for 
the warrants were abfolute in cafe the brewers did not by the 10th of Auguft, 
obey the act of federunt. I found the brewers’ {cheme was to palliate their: 
crime of confpiracy by their imprifonment, and afterwards when in prifon, to 
deny they ever intended it, and only complain of the aft of federunt; this, 
though it could not be a fufficient proof of their innocence, yet might have 
great weight with the people, as if I had occafioned the diftrefs; I took there~ 
fore a middle way, and the rather becaufe thofe proceedings of the feffion had 
been carried not only by the authority, but indeed by the artifice of our friends, 
and I had notice the reft had either been praétifed upon or intimidated, fo that 
they did not care to have thofe warrants executed. I had the brewers fum- 
moned at about fix days notice, to appear before the juftices of peace (1 having 
myfelf qualified the day after I arrived) and by the.aét of parliament, in cafe 
of appeal, they would have fix days more to appear before the quarter fef- 
fions; 


